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WIN A TRIP 


TO THE 


SUPER BOWL! 


Here’s an easy and exciting foot- 
ball contest for you to enter. Just 
pick the two teams you think will 
make Super Bowl XXIII in Miami 
next January 22nd, 


All correct entries will participate in 
a special drawing on January 7th. 
Winner receives a Super Bowl trip or 
$1,000 cash. Runner-up receives a 
lifetime subscription to FOOTBALL 
NEWS, America’s #1 grid weekly. 


FOOTBALL NEWS 
offers football 
fans the best in 
football reporting, 
20 issues in all 
mailed each Mon- 
day during the 
season, 


Letters 


™™ Bought Street & Smith's Baseball yester- 
day. Been getting Football since your first is- 
sue. Have a correction to offer (page 55 of 
1988 Baseball): The 1917 New York Giants 
lost the World Series to the Chicago White 
Sox, four games to two. The magazine covers 
the game very well. Also appreciate the Col- 
lege World Series 

TOM WALSH Martinez, CA 


"= Would you be kind enough to send me a 
copy of the opening-day rosters of all 26 ma- 
jor-league teams? Please make sure uniform 
numbers and saves for relief pitchers are in- 
cluded, 

ScoTT M. BLOMER Warminster, PA 
That information is contained in our 1988 
Baseball, which lists the rosters of every team. 


fm Have been a purchaser of Street & Smith's 
Productions for many years, particularly the 
College Football edition. To my amazement, | 
noted some errors in the schedules for Air 
Force, Arizona, and Southern California. 

ROBERT M. GAGNON Salinas, CA 
Street & Smith's takes pride in being accurate 
and comprehensive. Unfortunately, the 
schedules are tentative. They can and do 
change after we go to press to accommodate 
television. 


* Predictions © Scores & Schedules 
* TV Rosters ° Statistics 

* Inside Information * Top Ten Poll 
* Our 50th Year 


Try a half-season subscription — 
10 issues $10. 


AFC Super Bow! Team 
NEC Super Bow! Team 


0 Enclosed is $10 for 10 issues of 
FOOTBALL NEWS. | must be 
pleased or | can have 


a full refund. 
SSP 


Mail to: Football Contest 
17820 E. Warren Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48224 


™™| have been buying your Pro Football 
magazine for 10 years and | enjoy it very 
much, | am a big Minnesota Vikings’ fan, and | 
have never been able to get hold of any Alan 
Page and/or Jim Marshall photos. I've tried 
writing the club, but they simply tell me they 
have too much mail and cannot answer my 
letter on a personal basis, They send me de- 
cals and current team photos. | would greatly 
appreciate it if you could send me any photos 
of Page/Marshall. 

JOHN ROMITO JR, Burlington Township, NU 
Alan Page was elected to the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame. We have a feature, as well as a color 
shot, of him and his new fellow members on 
page 42 of this issue. 


=| am writing in regard to New York Yan- 
kees' first baseman Don Mattingly. | would like 
to send him a letter to congratulate him for his 
past outstanding years and to find out more 
about his record-breaking 1987 season 
Could you send me his address and a list of 
his latest achievements? 

L. SipDIa! Kingston, Ontario 
Don Mattingly set the following major-league 
records in 1987: most home runs, seven con- 
secutive games (9); most home runs, eight 
consecutive games (10); most grand slams, 
one season (6). In addition, he homered in 
eight consecutive games to tie another major- 
league mark. He was selected to the Ameri- 
can League all-star team for the fourth straight 
year and has led league first basemen in field- 
ing since 1984, Write to Don Mattingly in care 
of the New York Yankees, Yankee Stadium, 
Bronx, NY 10451 


m= | am an avid reader of your Pro Football, 
Baseball, and Basketball magazines. But as a 
hockey fan as well, I've got an appetite for the 
in-depth reporting your magazine can do. | 
realize hockey is looked down upon by the 
“big three" networks, but hockey and its pro- 
fessionals are just as exciting as the other 
sports. Nothing beats 

Wayne Gretsky/Jari Kurri two-on-one 

any game with Mario Lemieux 

Steve Yzerman breakaway 

Grant Fuhr glove save 

Darren Pang—any save 
But hockey's darker side (any fight or stick- 
swinging) is no worse (or better) than seeing 

bench-clearing brawl 

beanball 

linebacker spearing any quarterback 

So let's stop vilifying hockey and start look- 
ing at the great sport it is. The best way to do 
that would be for Street & Smith's first annual 
Hockey magazine to hit the stands for the 
1988-89 season. 

BILL DOYLE Long Beach, NY 


| love college basketball. To me it is the 
greatest thing on earth. There are a number of 
things | want to say. First, | don't think auto- 
matic bids should go to tournament confer- 
ence champions. | agree with the great col- 
lege basketball analyst Dick Vitale: It hurt me 
to see Ohio State left out of the NCAA tourna- 
ment and a team like Fairleigh Dickinson put 
in. Second, what a great move it was not to let 
teams play on their home courts during the 
tournament 

WILLIE FANNIN Live Oak, FL 


== | am a big fan of your Basketball maga- 
zine. It definitely is the best in the business, 
and | was so glad to find out thal starting this 
year, you are going to have an exclusive Pro 
Basketball issue, Great! | have some ideas, 
being the true fan that | am, that you may want 
to consider: 

1. all-time top 20 leaders in scoring, re- 
bounding, and assists—just as you do in 
the Pro Football issue with all-time rush- 
ers, passers, receivers, and scorers 

2. past-to-present all-NBA teams 

3. previous year's all-star game roster, as 
well as the statistical leaders in all-star 
game history 

4. listing of the award-winners (MVP, Rookie 
of the Year, Coach of the Year, Most Im- 
proved Player, all-Defensive and all- 
Rookie teams) past and present 

5. NBA champions and first-round draftees 

That's it. That's my idea of a complete Pro 

Basketball book. | can't name one magazine 
that can give a true fan all that information 
But, then again, maybe | can—Street & 
Smith's. 

IRVING ROBINSON Lompoc, CA 
What you want is the Official NBA Guide. You 
want a record book. Street & Smith's Pro Bas- 
ketball will have its share of statistics and re- 
cords, but it will be more of a magazine, with 
previews, opinions, player profiles, and great 
photographs. Look for it in September. 


Correspondence should be addressed to 
The Editor, Street & Smith's 
304 East 45 Street, New York, NY 10017 
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For the first time in five years, Dan Marino 

does not appear on the cover of Street & 
Smith's Pro Football. It had become almost 
unthinkable to keep him off. 

“I've been on a lot of magazine covers, but | 
didn't realize that about Street & Smith's,” said 
Dan. “I remember Street & Smith's all the way 
back to when | was a little kid playing in Pitts- 
burgh.” 

The kid stayed close to home and became 
an All-America at the University of Pittsburgh 
in 1981-82. The last of a record six quarter- 
backs chosen in the first round of the 1983. 
draft, Marino did not become a starter until 
midway through his rookie year with the Miami 
Dolphins. Once inserted in the lineup, though, 
he made a lasting impression. By season's 
end his passer rating was the highest in the 
American Conference and the Dolphins were 
atop the AFC East. In 1984, at the age of 23, 
Marino set single-season marks for comple- 
tions (362), yardage (5,084), and touchdown 
passes (48) en route to the Super Bowl. Terry 
Bradshaw, who directed the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers to four NFL titles, called Marino “the best 
quarterback I've ever seen." 

In 1985, Marino's production dropped. He 
passed for “only” 4,137 yards and 30 TDs and 
the Dolphins were beaten by the New En- 
gland Patriots in the AFC championship. Still, 
that was by far the best individual perfor- 
mance in the South and Miami was the re- 
gion's premier team (Houston and New Or- 
leans were 5-11, Atlanta 4-12, and Tampa Bay 
2-14). After the 1986 season, when he broke 
his own record for completions and passed 
for 4,746 yards and 44 TDs, Marino had the 
highest quarterback rating in the history of pro 
football. Fran Tarkenton, a Hall of Famer, 
threw a record 342 TD passes in 18 years, an 
average of 19 per season. Marino is averag- 
ing 33 touchdown tosses after just five years. 

But there appears to be a changing of the 
guard in the AFC East. Miami has not qualified 
for the playoffs since 1985. Indianapolis won 
the division during the strike-torn '87 season, 
with Buffalo on the rise and New England re- 
grouping. Elsewhere, Houston was a wild- 
Card team from the Central, as was New Or- 
leans from the West (go figure that geogra- 
phy). Tampa Bay is looking toward the future 
with former No. 1 pick’ Vinny Testaverde: At- 
lanta, as the worst team in the league, select- 
ed Aundray Bruce with the top choice in this 
year's draft. Future cover subjects? 

Testaverde graced 

the front of the 
1986 Street & Smith's 
College Football. 
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sa Drink Wild Turkey 
now, and you wont 

have to change bourbons 
when you become a 
millionaire. 


WILD 


8 years old, 101 proof, pure Kentucky. 


v 
REAL PEOPLE, 
REAL TASTE. 


ae 


icotine av. per cigarette by/FIC method. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


AMERICAS BEST. 


The 1987 National Football League sea- 
son started on an upbeat with a new tele- 
vision contract that kept the dollars, though 
not quite as many, rolling in. It ended on an 
upbeat with the Washington Redskins’ sensa- 
tional 42-10 rout of the Denver Broncos in 
Super Bowl XXII. The game was a showcase 
for Doug Williams, who was named the MVP. 
The first black quarterback to play in the Su- 
per Bowl, he had found himself in the eye of a 
storm of reporters eager to record his every 
word 
Between one upbeat and the other, things 
were not so happy. The NFL's first in-season 
players’ strike lasted 24 days and led to re- 
placement players playing what was adver- 
tised as NFL football. Mike Hohensee, who 
had played in the United States Football 
League, was tending bar in Chicago when the 
strike began, and for three games, he, not Jim 
McMahon, was the quarterback for the Bears. 
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Mike Busch gave up his $4-an-hour 

ing supermarket shelves in Brookings, S.D., to 
play quarterback for the New York Giants. 
Only a few of the 1,600 or so regular team 
members kept playing 


THE STRIKE 

The strike occurred because the club owners. 
represented by the NFL Management Coun- 
cil, and the players, represented by the NFL 
Players Association, could not get close to a 
collective-bargaining agreement. The previ- 
ous five-year agreement expired August 31, 
two weeks before the season began. The 
players were insisting on a new contract that 
included free agency, the right to sign with 
another team after their contracts 

without that team being required to com, 
sate their former team. The players had 
average salary of $230,000 and a median 

ary of $140,000. Those numbers were well b« 
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rie by FRANK LITSKY 


NEW YORK TIN 


low the level 
bring to baseball 
The NFL club 
is little agreement between 
hing else. After tv 
ason, the players struck 
eled the following week- 
unlike the situation during 
y strike prior to the 1982 
embled replacement 
most of them made up largely of play 
ers cut in training camp. Though the union 
the owners insisted the games be- 
placement teams would count in the 
al standings. The teams also included such 
nonstriking players as defensive tackle Randy 
White of the Dallas Cowboys, defensive end 
Mark Gastineau of the New York Jets, and 
quarterback Marc Wilson of the Los Angeles 
Raiders. As the strike continued and negotia- 
continued 
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—— 
THE YEAR IN REVIEW 


tions broke off, more players drifted back, 
among them such stars as quarterback Joe 
Montana of the San Francisco 49ers and line- 
backer Lawrence Taylor of the Giants 

With the players’ solidarity eroding, the 
union unsuccessfully sought arbitration. On 
October 15, a Thursday, the union decided to 
save face with a Federal anti-trust suit against 
the league and have the players return to work 
immediately without a collective-bargaining 
agreement. The players returned to their 
teams that afternoon and were turned away at 
the door. The owners said the returning play- 
ers could not play that weekend because the 
deadline for their return each week was 
Wednesday. So the players rejoined their 
teams the following week, but they also filed a 
complaint with the National Labor Relations 
Board, They said the owners had discriminat- 
ed against them because teams were allowed 
to add nonroster players as late as Saturday 
each week. The NLRB upheld the players and 
ordered the owners to pay them wages and 
incentive bonuses for that lost weekend total- 
ing $21-25 million. The NFL has appealed that 
decision, 

During the strike, attendance dropped 60 
Percent and television ratings 35 percent 
Months later, a survey by the Los Angeles 
Times showed that the strike had cost the 
Owners $104 million, including ticket refunds, 
and the players $84 million. As a result, only 
seven of the NFL's 28 teams made a profit 
during the year. Because the strike product 
was inferior to the real thing and led many 
advertisers to cancel television commercials, 
the NFL agreed to refund $60 million to CBS, 
NBC, and ABC. Most of that money was ap- 
plied to future payments. 


‘REGULAR SEASON 

Except for the strike, it was generally a good 
season for owners, players, and fans. Non- 
strike attendance was high. In an era of de- 
Clining televison ratings, the nonstrike ratings 
held up, though the full-season ratings, in- 
Cluding the replacement games, showed CBS 
down 9 percent, NBC 9 percent, and ABC 4 
Percent. ESPN, which televised games on ca- 
ble on the last eight Sunday nights of the sea- 
son, drew 32 percent more viewers than pro- 
jected. Attendance was poor in St. Louis, 
where a losing team played in a small and 
aging Busch Stadium. After the season, the 
Cardinals moved to Phoenix, and while wait- 
ing for a domed facility to be built they settled 
down in Arizona State Sun Devil Stadium. 

The regular season provided an exciting 
finish because the standings were so close. 
The three games during the strike helped 
make them that way. The replacement teams 
for the Redskins, the 49ers, and the San Diego 
Chargers were all 3-0, and the Redskins and 
the 49ers made the playoffs. The strike teams 
for the Giants, the Philadelphia Eagles, the 
Kansas City Chiefs, and the Minnesota Vi- 
kings were 0-3, and only the Vikings made the 
Playoffs. Going into the final game of the sea- 
son, five teams—the Indianapolis Colts, the 
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Houston Oilers, the Seattle Seahawks, the Mi- 
ami Dolphins, and the New England Patriots— 
were in position to win an American Confer- 
ence division title or a wild-card playoff berth 
or be eliminated. Of those five, the Colts (9-6) 
won one division—as did the Broncos (10-4- 
1yand the Cleveland Browns (10-5)—the Oil- 
ers (9-6) and the Seahawks (9-6) became 
wild-card teams, and the others failed to qual- 
ify for the playoffs. In the National Conference, 
the division winners were the 49ers (13-2), the 
Bears (11-4), and the Redskins (11-4) and the 
wild cards were the New Orleans Saints (12-3) 
and the Vikings (8-7) 

There were eye-opening turnabouts in that 
playoff cast. In the first winning season in their 
21-year history, the Saints improved from 7-9, 
the Colts from 3-13, and the Oilers from 5-11 
The Saints had an aggressive front office (five 
United States Football League refugees be- 
came starters) and a bright coach in Jim 
Mora. They won their last nine regular-season 
games and made the playoffs for the first time 
ever. The Colts, the most generous team in 
the league in 1986, when they gave up 400 
points, were the stingiest in 1987, allowing 
only 238 points. 

THREE-WAY TRADE 

The Colts also pulled off the trade of the year = 
by getting 27-year-old Eric Dickerson of the 
Los Angeles Rams, the game's premier run- 


Caryn 


NI Sport 


CORNELIUS 
BENNETT 


ner. Last season was Dickerson's fifth in the 
NFL. He had led the league in rushing in three 
of his first four seasons, and he was unhappy 
with his $682,000 salary. Meanwhile, the Colts 
had been unable to sign Cornelius Bennett, 
the Alabama linebacker they had picked as 
the second choice overall in the draft. On Oc- 
tober 31, the Colts completed a complex 
three-way trade in which the Rams sent Dick- 
erson to the Colts and the Colts sent the rights 
to Bennett to the Buffalo Bills. From the Colts 
and the Bills, the Rams ended up with three 
first-round draft choices and three second- 
rounders over the next two seasons plus run- 
ning backs Greg Bell and Owen Gill 

The Colts gave Dickerson a new contract 
worth $1 million a year for three years. The 


Rams, who had surrendered their highest 
draft choices to the Oilers a year earlier in a 
deal for quarterback Jim Everett, now have a 
chance to get help in the coming drafts. The 
Bills got a badly needed linebacker and their 
defense improved. Charles White, who had 
been Dickerson's backup with the Rams, be- 
came the league's leading rusher with 1,374 
yards, Dickerson was second with 1,288. 
There were disappointing teams, too, nota- 
bly the Giants. In January 1987, they over- 
whelmed the Broncos, 39-20, in Super Bowl 
XXI, In September and October, they got off to 
an 0-5 start, the worst ever by a Super Bowl 
champion, and they finished at 6-9. Things 
went wrong from the start for the Giants. In 
training camp, Karl Nelson, their right offen- 
sive tackle, was found to be suffering from 
Hodgkin's disease, a form of cancer. Soon 
after, Chris Godfrey, the right guard, suffered 
a knee injury that wiped out half his season, 
and when he returned he never regained his 
ability. Those injuries to two excellent blockers 
reduced Joe Morris's effectiveness as a run- 
ner. As a result, the Giants tried to diversify 
their offense by replacing Maurice Carthon, a 
superb blocking fullback, with George Ad- 
ams, a better receiver. That diminished the 
running game even more, and the Giants, de- 
spite good talent, never found their groove. 


PLAYOFFS 

The playoffs started with the two wild-card 
games, and the underdogs won both. The Vi- 
kings destroyed the Saints, 44-10, as Wade 
Wilson replaced Tommy Kramer at quarter- 
back after two series and passed for two 
touchdowns and set up two more. The Oilers 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


eliminated the Seahawks, 23-20, on Tony 
Zendejas’ 42-yard field goal after 8:05 of the 
overtime period. 

In the first round of the conference playoffs, 
the Vikings, who had just upset the team with 
the second-best record in the league, upset 
the team with the best record. The 49ers had 
led the league in offense (459 points) and de- 
fense (253 points) and had not yielded a 
touchdown in the last 13 quarters of the regu- 
lar season. But the Vikings beat them, 36-24 
‘Anthony Carter, who had caught few passes 
during the regular season, caught seven 
against the Saints and 10 for 227 yards 
against the 49ers. In the other first-round 
games: The Redskins defeated the Bears, 
21-17, on Darrell Green's 52-yard punt return. 
The Broncos routed the Oilers, 34-10, as 
John Elway passed for 259 yards and two 
touchdowns. The Browns beat the Colts, 38— 
21, on anicy field as Bernie Kosar passed for 
three touchdowns. 

The conference championship games were 
close. The Redskins got by the Vikings, 17— 


JOHN ELWAY 


10, by stopping them first on the 1-foot line 
and, with 52 seconds left, again near the goal 
line. The Broncos beat the Browns, 38-33, 
when Elway ignited a 75-yard touchdown 
drive with 5:14 left. 


SUPER BOWL 
That set up a Super Bowl match January 31, 
1988, in San Diego between the Redskins and 
the Broncos. It was the third Super Bow! in six 
years for the Redskins, the second in two 
years for the Broncos 
The big question was whether the Redskins 
could stop Elway. No one seemed to wonder if 
the light but agile Broncos could stop Wil- 
liams. In fact, some people wondered what 
Williams was doing as a Super Bowl starter. 
The 32-year-old Williams, once a starter in the 
NFL (Tampa Bay Bucs) and the USFL, began 
the season on the bench. Jay Schroeder, 
young, strong, and talented, was the Red- 
skins’ No. 1 quarterback, so Williams, before 
the season, asked coach Joe Gibbs to trade 
him. Gibbs said he would try, but only if anoth- 
er team would let Williams start. If another 
team could promise Williams only a job as a 
backup, said Gibbs, the Redskins wanted him 
continued 
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for that. Williams stayed, and he played dur- 
ing the season when Schroeder was injured or 
erratic. By the playoffs, the steadier Williams 
was No.1. 

The Broncos, considered by many the su- 
perior team, threatened to make the Super 
Bowl a rout. On their first play of the game, 
Elway passed to Ricky Nattiel for a 56-yard 
touchdown. Soon after, the Broncos led by 
10-0, the Redskins’ defense seemed con- 
fused, and Williams fell while backpedaling 
and twisted his left knee. He missed two 
plays, put on a knee brace, and returned to 
the game. Then, in a span of 13 minutes and 3 
seconds in the second quarter, the Redskins 
ran 18 plays and scored five touchdowns. Wil- 
liams passed 80 yards to Ricky Sanders for 
one score and 37 yards to Gary Clark for an- 
other. Timmy Smith, an unheralded backup, 
ran 58 yards for the third touchdown. Williams 
Passed 50 yards to Sanders for the fourth TD 
and 8 yards to Clint Didier for the fifth. 

The Redskins kept overwhelming the Bron- 
Cos’ defense with a bread-and-butter counter 
play on which Smith ran consistently for big 
yardage behind two pulling linemen. Smith, 
Who normally filled in for George Rogers, 
Played the entire game because Rogers had 
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an injured ankle. In all, Williams passed for 
340 yards (18 of 29), Smith ran for 204, and 
Sanders gained 193 yards receiving, all Su- 
Per Bowl records. The Redskins gained 602 
yards, including 280 rushing. Williams was 
Voted the game's Most Valuable Player 

“The thing | had to say to myself all week," 
said Williams, “was | didn't come here as a 
black quarterback. | came here to win it.” 
THE STARS 
The Associated Press named wide receiver 
Jerry Rice of the 49ers as offensive player of 
the year, defensive end Reggie White of the 


2 ‘ rn 
Eagles as defensive player of the year, and wi fly a : 


Mora of the Saints as coach of the year. é 
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Rice set all-time records of 13 straight 
games with touchdown catches and 22 TD 
receptions in one season. Steve Largent of 
the Seahawks raised his career total to 752 
catches, breaking Charlie Joiner's mark of 
750. Walter Payton of the Bears retired after a 
12-year career in which he rushed for 110 
touchdowns, breaking Jim Brown's record of 
106. Payton was not the only star to bow out 
The '87 season was also the final one for quar- 
terback Dan Fouts of the Chargers and wide 
receiver John Stallworth and safety Donnie 
Shell of the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Two stars of the bright rookie crop were 
Bennett and Shane Conlan, both linebackers 
for the Bills, Others who made their mark as 
rookies included linebacker Brian Bosworth of 
the Seahawks and running backs Christian 
Okoye of the Chiefs, Albert Bentley of the 
Colts, Troy Stradtord of the Dolphins, and Bo 
Jackson of the Raiders. Okoye ranked eighth 
in rushing (660 yards), Bentley ninth (631), 
and Stradford tenth (619) among AFC running 
backs, and all averaged more than four yards 
per carry. 

In 1986, the Bucs had made Jackson the 
first choice overall in the draft, but he passed 
up football to play outfield for the Kansas City 
Royals, In 1987, while he hit with power and 
got 22 home runs, he finished with a .235 bat- 
ting average and 158 strikeouts in 396 at- 
bats. When he failed to sign with the Bucs, he 
went back into the NFL draft in 1987, and the 
Raiders gambled and took him on the seventh 
round. During the baseball season, he said he 
wanted to play football after the season as a 
“hobby,” a word that did not endear him to 
teammates and prospective teammates in ei- 
ther sport, The Raiders signed him for $7.4 
million over five years and agreed he could 
keep playing baseball, After the baseball sea- 
son, he joined the Raiders and carried 81 
times for 54 yards, including a spectacular 
91-yard touchdown run. He said he would 
continue to play both sports. 

The most efficient passers were Montana of 
the 49ers (102.1 rating points), Kosar of the 
Browns (95.4), Phil Simms of the Giants 
(90.0), Dan Marino of the Dolphins (89.2), Neil 
Lomax of the Cardinals (88.5), and Dave 
Kreig of the Seahawks (87.6), The ratings 
were based on the league's complex formula 
that incorporated percentage of completions, 
percentage of touchdowns, percentage of in- 
terceptions, and average yards per attempt. 
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The leaders in touchdown passes were Mon- 
tana (31) and Marino (26). When Montana was 
hurt late in the season, Steve Young filled in 
and made himself a running as well as a pass- 
ing threat 

‘Among receivers, the leaders were J.T. 
Smith of the Cardinals (91) and Al Toon of the 
Jets (68) in receptions and Smith (1,117) and 
Rice of the 49ers (1,078) in yardage. Barry 
Wilburn of the Redskins led in interceptions, 
with 9, including one for a 100-yard touch- 
down. The sack leaders were White of the Ea- 
gles (21) and Richard Dent of the Bears and 
Andre Tippett of the Patriots (12), 


INDOOR 

Arena football, with teams in Chicago, Den- 
ver, Pittsburgh, and Washington, made its de- 
but with a scaled-down game in hockey and 
basketball arenas. It was almost pinball foot- 
ball, a passing game that produced huge 
scores. The public seemed to love it because 
the average attendance was 11,272 and the 
league said it made money. On the first week- 
end, the scores were 52~44 (in overtime) and 
48-46. In one game, Denver beat Washing- 
ton, 73-57, on 10 touchdown passes by Whit 
Taylor. A week before, Taylor had been selling 
lumber. 
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JERRY RICE TAKES 
HIS RECORDS IN STRIDE 


by MARK SOLTAU 


SAN FRANC XAMINER 


How good is Jerry Rice? The license 
lates on his Jaguar read “World,” and 
he lives up to that college nickname. The rec- 
ord-setting San Francisco 49er wide receiver 
turned the National Football League into his 
own private playground last year. In only his 


third season, the slender 6-foot-2, 200-pound- 


er established NFL records by catching 22 
touchdown passes and at least one TD in 13 
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consecutive games. And that despite missing 
three games because of the NFL players 
strike, All told, Rice caught 65 passes for 
1,078 yards, led the league in scoring, and 
helped his team win the NFC West 

“He may be the single most dominating 
player in the game today,” said San Francisco 
coach Bill Walsh 

Rice was a unanimous all-pro selection and 
a starter for the NFC Pro Bowl squad. He was 
voted the Len Eshmont Award by his 49er 


teammates for inspirational and courageous 
Play. His postseason honors also included: 
© Bert Bell MVP Trophy 
© Offensive Player of the Year by the Asso- 
ciated Press 
© NFL Player of the Year by the Touch- 
down Club of Washington 
Jim Thorpe Memorial Trophy by the 
Newspaper Enterprise Association 
© NFL MVP by the Pro Football Writers As- 
sociation 
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Mickey Plleger 


© Player of the Year by Sports Illustrated, 
Pro Football Weekly, Sporting News, and 
Football Digest 

“Jerry is the best in the business," said 49er 
all-pro free safety Ronnie Lott. “I've been to 
the Pro Bowl since '82, I've seen [John] Stall- 
worth play, I've seen [Lynn] Swann play, I've 
seen them all play [and] Jerry is the best. It’s 
not even close.” 

The low-key Rice takes it all in stride. With- 
out football, he could be laying bricks for a 
living—a trade his father taught him as a 
youngster in Crawford, Mississippi. "I love the 
game of football,” said Rice, 25. “I'm still a 
little kid. That gives me the drive to be suc- 
cessful. It's really like a dream come true.” 

San Francisco's first-round pick in the 1985 
draft and the 16th player chosen overall, Rice 
attended tiny Mississippi Valley State, a 
school with an enrollment of just 2,000. Play- 
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ing in relative obscurity, Rice exceeded 1,000 
receiving yards three straight seasons, had 
more than 100 receptions each of his last two 
years, and scored 28 touchdowns as a senior, 
earning Division |-AA All-America honors. No 
wonder the 49ers traded up to draft him, The 
first time veteran San Francisco receiver 
Dwight Clark saw him, he gasped, “He's go- 
ing to be a star. He's a natural.” 

It just looks that way. 

“I've never seen Jerry run a half-speed pat- 
tern," said 49ers’ receivers coach Denny 
Green. “There's never a pass he considers 
routine. When the ball is in the air, he thinks it's 
his." It usually is. 

“Jerry wants to be the best,” said 49er cor- 
nerback Tim McKyer. “He works very hard, 
plus he has all the skills necessary. Put it all 
together and it spells awesome.” 

Rice's success is no fluke. 

“Jerry's never going to take it easy,” said 
Green. "! think that's why he's truly developed 
as a receiver. He has an opinion—and it's cor- 
rect—the harder he works, the better he'll be.” 
Green should know, having tutored James 
Lofton of the Raiders, Al Toon of the Jets, and 
Curtis Duncan of the Oilers. Rice is something 
special. “He's the best I've ever coached,” 
admitted Green. 

In 1985, Rice was named NFC Rookie of the 
Year by UPI after catching 53 passes for 972 
yards and three TDs. Still, he dropped a doz- 
en balls and was inconsistent, prompting 
some critics to suggest he was overrated. 

“| couldn't understand,” Rice said. “I'd nev- 
er done that before, and | really got down on 
myself. | wore gloves for a while, thinking they 
would help. But | realized it wasn't my hands 
that were the problem, it was my confidence.” 

Rice was reassured by Walsh, Clark, and 
veteran Freddie Solomon, the man he was 
groomed to replace. After a rigorous offsea- 
son conditioning program, Rice exploded in 
1986, breaking three team records and tying 
three others. He wound up with 86 receptions 
for 1,570 yards and 15 TDs. He made the Pro 
Bowl and was selected NFL Player of the Year 
by Sports Iilustrated. "I watch myself on game 
films and | think, ‘Hey, that's not me; that’s not 
real,’ " Rice said. 

How does he do it? 

“Jerry is the fastest human when the ball is 
in the air,” said 49er quarterback Steve 
Young. “All you have to do is lay it out there 
and let him run under it.” Which totally befud- 
dles opposing backs. When he feels the 
need, Rice has the uncanny ability to shift into 
ahigher gear, leaving defenders behind. 

“People underestimate my speed,” Rice 
said. “They don't think | can go by defensive 
backs. But I've run a 4.4 40 on a track. If | get 
side by side with a defender and Joe [Mon- 
tana] puts the ball up, I'm confident | can get 
the separation and make the catch.” 

What makes Rice, the Ozzie Smith of pro 
football, special? He's tough, has huge 
hands, isn't afraid to block, and seemingly al- 
ways comes up with the big play. He made 
three TD catches in a game four times last 
season, and produced a game-winner 
against Cincinnati on the final play of the 
game. "| don't think there's anyone in the NFL 


who goes to the ball like Jerry,” said Green 

“Every week Jerry Rice has to deal with 
teams doubling him, and that's the mark of a 
great receiver,” said New Orleans Saints’ free 
safety Brett Maxie. "He gets double coverage, 
triple coverage—whatever. When the ball 
goes in the air, he just accelerates to it, and 
there's nobody better in the game doing that 
than Rice." 

Much of the credit belongs to Montana, who 
always seems to find him. “He just gets so 
open,” Montana explained. “He has the knack 
of knowing when to break, when to use his 
speed." In Montana, Rice has a two-time Su- 
per Bowl MVP and a future Hall of Famer. "We 
have good chemistry,” Rice admitted. “I know 
where his passes are going to be, so | just 
have to make sure | get to the right spot at the 
right time." In 1987, Montana and Rice de- 
stroyed opposing defenses with audibles. 
Sometimes Rice got so excited at the line of 
scrimmage, he broke up. “Once Joe starts to 
audible, | just smile,” said Rice, “because | 
know there will be one-on-one coverage and 
I'lbe open.” 

Rice has plenty to grin about off the field, 
too. Last September, he married his college 
sweetheart. They have a 10-month-old daugh- 
ter, Jaqui. “I'l be lying there dead asleep and 
Jerry will hear the baby before | do,” said 
Jackie. "He's the one to get up and take care 
of her, and he has to be at work at 8 o'clock.” 

While Rice usually draws crowds on the 
field, he avoids them off it. He lives quietly ina 
condominium at Redwood Shores, a suburb 
20 miles south of San Francisco. Plans are in 
the works to build a new home and relocate 
his family from Mississippi 

“The recognition is not going to change 
me," confessed Rice, who has slowly begun 
to overcome his shyness. “I'm a quiet person 
and | still like my privacy. I've only gone to San 
Francisco a couple of times, because | don't 
like the traffic.” 

Rice is a stylish dresser and has taken con- 
stant ribbing from teammates for a funky hair- 
do, now the rage of Mississippi. Said offensive 
lineman Randy Cross, “If you got Whiffle balls 
and a club, it would make a helluva tee.” 
Rice's clothes are right out of Gentlemen's 
Quarterly. ""He spends more time in front of the 
mirror than | do,” Jackie said. Rice has no 
plans to change his look and doesn't even 
mind his nicknames: Bert, Fifi, and 6-7 (Bert is 
after the Sesame Street character; Fifi and 6-7 
refer to his haircut—the latter means his 
height topped by five inches of hair). Things 
are going that well 

Walsh upgraded Rice's original five-year 
$1.8 million contract. It seemed only right. In 
just three years, Rice has already caught 200 
passes for over 3,500 yards (17.9 average) 
and 40 touchdowns. What's more, he thinks 
the bestis yet to come. “After the kind of year | 
had in 86, | could have stopped and said, 
“This is it, | don't need to do anything else.’ But 
I'm trying to get better every year.” 

“Sure he will be better,” agreed Walsh. “It 
may be that his statistics won't improve, but, 
yes, he will be better.” 

Jerry Rice takes the acclaim as he does the 
records—in stride. 
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CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 


His head was not lowered when he 

walked off the field. When the final gun 
sounded on the Cleveland Browns’ 1987 sea- 
son, Ozzie Newsome was looking up. For di- 
fection, His eyes stared at the scoreboard. 
Denver 38, Cleveland 33. Dusk had fallen on 
Mile High Stadium, eerily reflecting the twilight 
of Newsome's spectacular 10-year National 
Football League career. Newsome might 
some day be enshrined in the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame, but as he stood on the field that 
January day, his career was unfulfilled, He 
had never played in a Super Bowl, and now it 
looked as though he never would 

“The feeling hit me square in the face," re- 
called Newsome, the most prolific tight end in 
NFL history. “When the game ended, | thought 
to myself, ‘Is this it? Do | want to play another 
year?’ At that point, | honestly didn't know." 

Newsome knew only one thing. He hurt. As 
did his teammates, his coaches, his owner— 
even his city. The Browns had just lost the 
American Conference championship game in 
heartbreaking fashion for the second year in a 
row to the Denver Broncos. A stirring come- 
back had fallen short. As the Browns returned 
home, Newsome pondered retirement. 

“The next day, each of us had a meeting 
with Marty [Schottenheimer, Browns head 
coach,” Newsome said. "He listed the re- 
cords of Oakland and Dallas over 15 years. It 
showed both of those teams went to the 
championship game about three times in a 
fow and lost, then eventually went to the Super 
Bowl more than once and won. Marty said in 
order to be an established, winning franchise, 
you have to go through periods like this and 
you have to keep getting there [playoffs}." 

That might be fine for the young turks of the 
Browns—Bernie Kosar, Earnest Byner, Kevin 
Mack, Webster Slaughter, and others. New- 
some did not have time on his side. He turned 
32 in March, but his body felt more like 42. He 
had lumbered through the 1987 season with- 
Out injury, but had trouble getting off the line of 
scrimmage and breaking free from lineback- 
ers and safeties. He even dropped a ball in 
one game, though he did not fumble a single 
time for the seventh straight year. His 34 re- 
ceptions were the lowest total in his 10 years 
asa Brown continued 
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FOOTBALL NEWS because it gives BALL NEWS each week because it 

the best insight as to what is happen: provides me with the information | 

ing to football throughout the country. seek, and also helps with my pro: ’ 

It 1 didn't subscribe to FOOTBALL paration for Sunday television and ‘Chuck Knox, Head Coach of the Seattle Seahawks, is a 
NEWS, | would miss out on a lot of Monday Night radio for CBS.” regular feader of FOOTBALL NEWS and says, “I never 
things that make football so in- HANK STRAM miss an issue.” 

teresting.” CBS-TV Radio 


JOE PATERNO, 
Head Coach, Penn State 


WHY NOT JOIN THEM? 


SEE OUR RISK OFFER 


<< Send In The Postage Paid Card Now 


You'll enjoy the football season much more if you read the 
weekly football publication the experts read, THE FOOTBALL 
NEWS, America’s #1 grid weekly. Everything you need and want 


a to know about college and pro football is in each issue. There are 
a 20 big issues in all — which sell for $2.50 each on. leading 
9 1 
newsstands. A regular subscription is $28. 
SAVE $4 COUPON + 
1 PAY NOW 
Money-Back Guarantee 
Football News a 
SEATILE'S CHUCK KNOX — THE 17820 E. Warren Avenue | 
Coach OF Att TIME IN SeancH Detroit, MI 48224 SSP 
OF SUPER BOWL XXN VISIT 
| 7 O Here’s $23.95 — send me a whole season 
| of FOOTBALL NEWS — 20 big issues 
worth $50 on the newsstand. | must be 
pleased or you will send me a refund. - 
Name | 
Address 
a City State Zip 
| 
BS 9 See 0 ee ee 0 eee 


WIZARD OF OZ 


On Christmas morning, Newsome had 
awakened to a column written by Bill Living- 
ston of the Plain Dealer that pleaded for New- 
some to retire with the grace and class (hat 
had marked his entire career. The Wizard of 
Oz responded the next day by leading the 
Browns with six receptions ina victory at arch- 
rival Pittsburgh that clinched Cleveland's third 
straight Central Division title. Following his 
Most gratifying afternoon of the season, New- 
‘Some graciously thanked Livingston for the 
fainess of his opinion, Privately, he seriously 
wondered if the writer was right, but he kept 
his thoughts to himself until the end-of-the- 
year meetings with his coaches. 

“Lwentin to talk with [tight end coach] Char- 
lie Davis," Newsome said. "I told him | hadn't 
made a decision yel. He said, "You're still a 
great football player. You're not called upon to 
do the things you did here 4-5 years ago, 
when you were the only guy they-had.’ | need- 
ed to hear that. | needed some reinforcements 
about what | felt | could do. Sometimes you 
have to get some outside opinions.” 

Newsome still didn’t know what to do. He 
turned to offensive coordinator Lindy Infante. 

“He told me he made up his mind four 
weeks earlier [after reading Livingston's col- 
umn]."" said Newsome, “and that if | asked, 
he'd tell me he wanted me ta come back be- 
cause he felt | could play a role in this offense. 
He said, 'Maybe we could find somebody else 
to handle the physical part of it. but the other 
intangibles you bring to this team probably 
‘couldn't be replaced.‘ ~ 

Even though they have made it to the AFC 
title ame two years in a row, the Browns basi- 
Cally are a team of young players. especially 
on offense. Kosar, their unflappable field lead- 
er, will be 25 in late November. Byner and 
Mack will each be 26 when the new season 
Starts. Slaughter will be 24 in October. The 
offense has been together for three years 
during which the young players have seen 
Newsome play hard in spite of injuries and a 
reduced role. They have also seen him deliver 
when called upon in big games. “There's no 
Substitute for the experience he brings to this 
team," said Kosar 

As \t was for many teams, the low point of 
the 1987 season lor the Browns came during 
the 24-day players” strike, when team unity 
slowly dissolved into an every-man-tor-him- 
self mentality and tempers flared. Only one 
Cleveland veteran, Carl Hairston, crossed the 
picket line in the first two weeks of the strike 
On Wednesday of the third week, six more 
Browns’ veterans retreated back to work. And 
then, one hour before the owners-imposed 
deadline, Newsome and backup quarterback 
Gary Danielson walked in, Many of their team- 
mates were overcome by a feeling of betrayal. 
Four of them—cornerbacks Hanford Dixon 
and Frank Minnifield, safety Chris Rockins. 
and linebacker Eddie Johnson—rushed to the 
media to Voice their anger. Dixon and Minni- 
field called for the team to strip Newsome of 
his duties as offensive captain. 

“You're seeing a changing of the guard to- 
day,” Minnifield barked. "The guys who 
Crossed today are not our leaders, We can't 
depend on them when we need them most." 

The Cleveland community was shocked by 
the harsh words. “It was one of the saddest 
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things I've ever seen [in] football in 15 years," 
Said Danielson. 

Then, as now, Newsome shrugged off the 
comments as words of frustration. He said he 
still considered Dixon and Minnifield friends. 
“Some of the things | said were in the heal of 
emotion,” Dixon admitted. months later, “| 
didn’t mean them. |'m a big enough man to 
admit | was wrong. Ozzie knows | respect him 
and love him.” 

Newsome, with linebacker Clay Matthews, 
has been with the Browns longer than any 
Player. He was drafted in the first round in 
1978 after an All-America career as a wide 
receiver under Bear Bryant at Alabama. Bi 
ant gave him the nickname "the Wizard of O; 
and called him “the best end | ever coached,” 

In Newsome's 10 years in Cleveland. the 
Browns have won four division champion- 
ships. But only since the arrival of Kosar in 
1985 have they knocked on the door to the 
Super Bowl. They did excite the fans in 1980, 
when quarterback Brian Sipe drove them to 
SO many last-minute victories they were 
known as the “Kardiac Kids.” Newsome had 
51 catches that year, but is remembered most 
for being the intended receiver on a Sipe pass 
in the end zone that was intercepted by Oak- 
land Raiders’ safety Mike Davis with 13 sec- 
‘onds left in a playoff game. Oakland won, 14— 
12, and went on to win Super Bow! XV. 

Cleveland slumped to 5-11 the following 
year as Newsome began a string of five sea- 
sons in which he led the team in receptions. 
The Browns won 31 and lost 42 during that 
Period, which saw Newsome lead all NFL re- 
ceivers in catches. He caught a Browns’ re- 
cord 89 passes in 1983 and repeated it in 
1984. He made three trips to the Pro Bowl and 
rewrote every Cleveland receiving record, 
The Browns went to the playoffs two of the 
years but did not win a postseason game 

Something different happened in 1986. Two 
things, really. One, Newsome experienced 
the frustration of injury for the first time in his 
professional career He did not miss a game. 
but early-season injuries to his shoulder and 
ankle reduced his effectiveness. His 39 
catches were the fewest since his rookie year. 
Two, the Browns won a franchise-record 12 
regular-season games and their first playoff 
game in 17 years. Then they came within 36 
seconds of advancing to their first Super 
Bowl. Denver beat them, 23-20 in overtime, in 
the AFC championship in Cleveland. 

“The day after, | thought. 'Geez, we should 
have won that. We should be getting ready for 
the Super Bowl," Newsome recalled. "We 
blew it. It was a golden opportunity.” 

The injuries that Newsome could not shake 
were a message from his body. All that 
Pounding had taken a toll. Time to round up 
the career goals and slip into the life hereatter, 
The individual honors and milestones contin- 
ued in 1987, Newsome extended his streak to 
127 regular-season games in which he 
caught a pass, one behind Harold Carmi- 
chael's 128 for the second-longest all-time 
streak behind Steve Largent’s ongoing record 
of 152. He finished with 575 career catches— 
ninth all-time and first among tight ends. 

All the personal achievements he accrued, 
however, could not match the joy and salis- 
faction he experienced while part of the Ala- 
bama state high school championship team 
He came close last year. The Browns won 10 
of 15 during the strike-shortened regular sea- 


son (their replacement team was 2-1), then 
slaughtered the Indianapolis Colts at home, 
38-21, in their first playoff game. Even though 
the AFC championship was at Denver's Mile 
High Stadium, the Browns believed they were 
on their way to the Super Bowl. 

ina championship game that exceeded the 
Previous season's in drama and excitement, 
Kosar led a frantic Cleveland rally in the sec- 
Ond half to erase a 28-10 Denver lead. A 
Slaughter touchdown catch pulled the Browns 
even at 31, but Denver's John Elway respond- 
ed for another score to go ahead, 38-31. The 
Browns were driving for the tying touchdown 
when Byner fumbled at the Denver 3-yard line 
with 65 seconds left. It ended with a Kosar 
desperation pass as Newsome’s prayers 
again went unanswered. 

“That was the most disappointing,” New- 
some said of his third brush with champion- 
ship immortality. "With me, knowing you don't 
get that opportunity too many times, it was 
feally discouraging. | thought, ‘Was it meant 
for me to go to the Super Bowl?’ That's the 
most deflated I've ever fell.” 

Newsome posed some new questions to 
himself. What if he retired and the Browns 
went on to the Super Bowl in 1988? Could he 
live with that? Or would he be at peace with 
himself by hanging on another year, possibly 
as a backup player, just to give his teammates 
one last chance to get him to the Super Bowl? 
He consulted with his closest friends, former 
teammates Paul Warfield, Calvin Hill, and 
Reggie Rucker. Newsome asked them how 
they knew when it was time to retire, “They 
basically said, ‘You know. Coaches don't 
know, but you know because you have certain 
slandards for yourself. And when you know, 
that's when you bow out.’ ” 

Newsome siill wanted to talk with Art Mo- 
dell, the owner of the Browns, before making 
his decision. Two of Newsome's contemporar- 
ies, Donnie Shell and John Stallworth of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, had just announced their 
retirements. Newsome couldn’! possibly help 
noticing the four Super Bow! rings worn by 
each. In their meeting, Modell said, “Ozzie, | 
want you to go out on top. You've never been 
a backup player here, and |'m not going to 
allow you to be a backup player here,” Model 
Promised Newsome a place in the organiza- 
tion's front office would be waiting for him 
when he decided to retire. 

Finally, Newsome made up his mind. He 
would dedicate the offseason to getling him- 
self in the best possible physical condition 
He would report to training camp and com- 
pete as fiercely as ever. And if he found his 
skills were below his own high slandards, he 
would retire. 

And what if the Browns should cross that 
final hurdle and go on, without him, to the Su- 
per Bowl? Newsome could live with that 

"What we did in the second half [against 
Denver], | think, exemplified our city—a city 
with character and the ability to come back.” 
he said. "Cleveland has had a great resur- 
gence over the past five years. A Super Bowl 
would put Cleveland back on the map. When | 
came here, Cleveland was the butt of a lot of 
jokes. Now people are proud to say they're 
from Cleveland. But | think a Super Bowl... .a 
World Series. ..an NBA championship... 
would give this city an identity. On your way 
back, you need an identity.” 

On your way out, too. 
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Uh, oh... 
here comes hig shot 
with his Pass Rush of 1 
and Interception Range 
between 43-48. 
I'd better dump it off 
to my wide receiver 
and quick... 


Obviously Testeverde has the book on 
former Bears linebacker Marshall. In fact, 
he's got it on all the players if he’s gotten 
hold of the ’88 edition of the Statis Pro 
Football Player Cards Set. 

With an investment of just $16, he could get 
over 1,000 Player Cards that let him update 
the Statis Pro Football game he's had for 
years. 

Frankly, we think Testerverde could afford to 
buy the entire game—only $29 at better 
game stores around the U.S. 

With Statis Pro Football you can coach 
any one of all 28 AFC/NFC teams. We give 
you approximately 50 individual Player Cards 
for each team, allowing you to create an 
entire season. YOU call all the plays! YOU 
make all the substitutions on offense and 
defense! YOU make all the game decisions! 


Astonishing Realism Through Every Minute of Play 
Because Statis Pro Football is based on real statistical 
performances of every AFC/NFC player, YOU make the 
decisions designed to work against opponents’ weaknesses. 


The realism is unbelievable. That's because we have 
computer analyzed all the plays and player performances 
of the past season—your guarantee of authenticity in 
game action. The only difference is—YOU are in total 
command. Who knows! YOUR coaching ability might bring 
an '87 also-ran to the Super Bowl. Play Statis Pro 
Football and find out. 


Great Solitaire Play 
Special rules allow for playing against yourself without 
sacrificing any of the true-to-life excitement that is pro 
football today. All at no extra cost! 


Can't Handle 1,000+ Temperamental Players? 
Then try one or more of these other great football games... 
PAYDIRT $20 Retail—Every AFC/NFC team's previous year's 
performance has been computer-analyzed and presented on color- 
coded Team Charts. YOUR skill can change the outcome, 
however...proving how great a coach you might have been if 
given the chance. 
FOOTBALL STRATEGY $15 Retail—Defense and Offense 
players attempt to outguess each other in an intense test of 
nerves. The first board game of its kind and still the most popular 
26 years later, standing the test of time. 
BOWL BOUND $15 Retail—the PAYDIRT game system tailored 
to college teams. YOU get to coach 20 of the greatest college 
teams from out of the past. Find out who the best team of all time 
really was. 
SUPER SUNDAY $35 Retail—top-selling computer football game 
giving you the 20 greatest Super Bow! teams of all time to match 
up in dream games of your choice. Ready to run on C® 64/128, 
Apple® II series, IBM®PC & compatibles. 
Season disks (where you can replay past seasons) available 
separately—$20 retail. 
MAC PRO FOOTBALL $50.00 Retail—A SUPER SUNDAY 
computer game available on the Macintosh (Plus, SE and II.) 


Available at better game stores near you! 
For quick credit card purchasing 
call TOLL FREE 1-800-638-9292 


The Avalon Hill Game Company 


DIVISION OF MONARCH AVALON, INC. 
Dept. SS, 4517 Harford Road, Baltimore, MD 21214 


COMPUTER GAMES: 


BOARD GAMES: 

1 Statis Pro Football Game @ $29 

1D '87 Player Cards for S-P Football @ $16 
G Paydirt Game @ $20 

© '87 Team Charts for Paydirt 


1D Super Sunday @ $35, 
Gi Mac Pro Football @ $49.95 
© List of Expansion Disks @ NIC 


@ Si2 ity computer type 
5 Football Strategy Game @ $15 Commadore® 64/128 
D Bow! 1 Gl IBM® PC & DOS Compatibles 


Bound @ $18 
CO FREE Sports Game Catalog 1G Apple? I+, Ie, tle 


PLEASE INDICATE METHOD OF PAYMENT: C1 CHECK C1 MONEY ORDER 
(CUGHARGE 1 American Express Card 0 


APT, 


STATE. zip 


IT] 


rank player 


LEADING PASSERS 
MINIMUM 1500 ATTEMPTS 


yt. all. comp. yds. td. int, rating 


1. DAN MARINO 
2. JOE MONTANA 
3. KEN O'BRIEN 
4, Otto Graham 

5. DAVEKRIEG . 
6. Roger Staubach 


7. Sonny Jurgensen . 


8. Len Dawson, .. 
9T. DANNY WHITE . 
9T. NEILLOMAX ... 
11. Ken Anderson, 


12. Bart Star...) 


18, Fran Tarkenton 
14. DANFOUTS.. | 
15. BILL KENNEY 
16T. Bert Jones 
16T.Johnny Unitas. 
18, Frank Ryan . 
19. Joe Theismann 


vs B 2494 1512 19,422 168 80 94.1 
» 9 3276 2084 24,552 172 89 92.5, 
5 1566 947 11,676 69 43 86.8 
0 2626 1464 23,584 174 135 B66 
8 2116 1224 15; 
+11 2958. 1685 22, 
18 4262 2433 
19 3741 2136 
12 2908 1732 
7 2710 1562 
+16 4475 2654 
16 3149 1808 
18 6467 3686 
15 5604 3207 
9 2316 1272 
10 2551 1430 
+18 5186 2830, 


20. Bob Griese... 11)” 


r 
Charley Taylor, 


8. JOHN STALLWor 
8 Bobby Mitchey 
Moore... 

. OWIGHT CLARK 
ART MONK 

20. Billy Howton.” 


EIVERS 
no, 


rank 


LEADING Ru: 
Player rs, 


6 


ISHERS 
att, 


1. WALTER 
2. Jim Brow 


PAYTON - 


Please tell us 
about yourself... 


rom time to time we at STREET & SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL have ques- 
tions we'd like to ask our readers. Today we need help from many of you—even those 
who don’t often answer questionnaires. We won’t take much of your time, and who 
knows, you may even win a compact disc player, a video cassette recorder or a stereo TV 
from Sony. Just fill in this brief questionnaire and mail the formas soonas possible. Thank you! 
4. Which of these other STREET & SMITH’S SPORTS MAGAZINES do you read? (Please check as many as apply.) 


Baseball Qs College Football 2 Basketball Qs 
2. How long have you been reading STREET & SMITH’S Pro Football? 
NewreaderOs+ 2 YearsQ-s 4 Years Qs 6-9 YearsQ7 
4 YearQ-2 3 YearsQ)-+ SYearsQ-s 10 YearsorMoreQ-e 
3. How much of this book would you say you have read? Allor Practically All 74 About 3/402 
About 1/20) 3 4/4 orlessQ-« 
4. Inanaverage week during the season about how often do you refer to the Pro Football Issue? 
——times. s- 
5. Not including yourself, how many other friends or family members will read or look through your copy of 
STREET & SMITH’S Pro Football? 


Number of Males____»- Number of Females_______10- 
6. a) Did you buy either of the following sports books last year? 
Don Heinrich’s Pro Preview Yes 11-1 NoQ2 
Sporting News Pro Football Yearbook + § YesQ)24 NoQ2 
b) For each of the following publications listed below please indicate those that you read regularly or occasionally. 
Read Read Hardly Never 
Regularly Occasionally Ever Read Read 
Inside Sports Q Q Qa Os 
Sport Qa Qa Q Qu 
Sports Illustrated Qa Qa Qa Os. 
The Sporting News Q Qa Q Ove 


7, Iman average week what percentage of your television viewing time is spent watching college and professional 
eporteevents? Less than 25% Qn 25%-50% G2 50%-75%OQs 75%-100%O-« 
8. Do you ever take a radio or television with you when attending sports events? Yes Qe NoQ2 


PASSENGER CARS mar P 
9. a) How many passenger cars, including station wagons, vans and 4-wheel drive cars are currently owned or 
leased by all the people in your household? 


2 2 2% 
Number of CarsOwned______»- | NoneQo z & z 

For each car currently owned, please indicate: 1st Car 2nd Car 3rd Car 

b) Make (i.e., Oldsmobile, Mercury, BMW, Toyota) 

©) Model (i.e., Toronado, Cougar, Celica, 318) 

d) Year Model 29-30 32:33 35-36 

€) Indicate if car was bought new or used: NewQis1 UsedQ-2 NewQ)s«1 UsedQ2 NewQ)74 UsedQ)-2 
40. a) Do you or other members of your household plan to buyacarinthenext2 years? YesQse1 NoQ2 

b) If yes, will it be a: Domestic CarQ) 39+ Imported CarQ)-2 Not Sure 3 


CAR MAINTENANCE 
‘1. a) Do you ever do your own car maintenance work? YesQo1 = NOQ2 


b) If so, which of the following do you do? (Please check as many as apply.) 
Replace Tires Qet-1 Change OilQ-3 Change Oil FilterO.s 
Replace Windshield WipersQ-« Change Air FilterO-2 Tune-Ups O-6 


Please continue... 


Please tell us alittle more... 


BEVERAGES 
12. Please “x” those beverages that you personally drink (or serve) either at home or away from home. if you have 
mixed drinks, such as whiskey sours, check the type of liquor they contain. 


Domestic Whiskies a2 Cordials/Liqueurs Q)-s Imported Beers Q-9 
Scotch/Canadian/Irish WhiskyQ-2 Schnapps Qs Bottled Natural Spring or Mineral WaterQ-o 
Vodka/Rum/Gin/Tequila Qs Wine/Champagne/Vermouth Q.7 Tonic Water/Club Soda, 
Brandy/CognacQ-s Domestic Beers Qs Ginger Ale, etc. Q-x 
b. If you drink/serve beer, do you ever buy it by the case? Yes Qas NoQ2 
¢. Inan average month, approximately how often do you entertain at home?__ a. 


MEN'S TOILETRIES/GROOMING AIDS 


13. Which of the following men’s toiletries products or grooming aids do you use? (Please check as many as apply.) 
Pre-shave Lotion Qs Disposable ShaverQ-s Hair Grooming Products@-s Shaving Cream or Gel Q)7 


Cologne Q.2 After-shave Lotion Q. Blade ShaverQ) Electric RazorQ)- 
SPORTS PARTICIPATION 
14, Do you yourself actively participate in any sports activity? Yes Qs No. Q-2 
a) If so, which activities_________ & 
b) In the past year have you purchased any running/athletic shoes? Yes Q)s04 NoQ 
HOME ELECTRONICS. 
45. Do you or any member of your household own a video cassette recorder? Yes Qs NoQ.2 
a) Iso, approximately how many blank and/or pre-recorded tapes have you purchased in the past year? 
Blank Tapes__.54 Pre-recorded Tapes__ 5.56 
b) Do you tape televised sports events: Yes Qsr NoQ.2 
¢) Do you or any member of your household own: 
ACompact Disc Player Yes Q)s01 NoQ.2 
ACamcorder Yes Qs94 NoQ.z 
CHARACTERISTICS 
16. Are you: Male Gi 604 Female Q-2 


17. Yourage: Under 18 Qe 25-2903 35-3905 45-4907 55-59 Q)-s 65 or over) -x 
18-240) 2 30-3404 40-4406 50-54 Q}-8 60-6400 
48. What is your marital status? Single Qez4 Married Q).2 Widowed, Divorced, Separated Q-s 


49. Are you: White Qes4 Black Q.2 Hispanic Q-s Oriental Q-« OtherQ 
20. Which of the following best describes your present employment status? 
Employed Full-Time Qe Employed Part-Time Q 2 Not Employed Qs 
!f employed full or part time: a) What is your particular job called? ; 


b) Does the job have a title? What is it7___._ gs. 
C) Please indicate below the annual income you personally get from your job before taxes: 
Less than $10,000Q61 — $15,000-§19,999-s — $25,000-$34,999-s $50,000 or MoreQ.7 
$10,000-$14,9990 2 $20,000-$24,999-4 — $35,000-$49,.9990..« 
24, Whatis the highest level you completed in school? 
Some High School or Less Q ee Attended College 1-3 Years Q-« 
High School Graduate Q 2 College Graduate Qs 
Attended College Less Than 1 Year) -s Professional or Graduate School After 4 Years of College Q)-« 
22. What is the total combined annual income before taxes of all members of your household including yourself, 
that is, income from jobs as well as any other source? 
Less than $15,000 Qss4 $20,000-$24,999 gs moe asad 5 $40,000-§49,999)7 $75,000 & OverQ-» 
$15,000-$19,999@ 2 $25,000-§29,999).« $35,000-§39,999).5 $50,000-574,999 Qs 


70 


Thank youfor yourhelp. Seto: youn tobe entered inthe swoopstates, ease lin your 
Please mail to: NAME. 

John Seney ae 

Street & Smith’s Sports Group SIV SINE-2P 

360 Madison Avenue PRIZE PREFERENCE: 

New York, New York 10017 Compact Disc Player Video Cassette Recorder) Stereo TVO 


Itis rare that a fantastic prod- 
uct is greatly improved upon, 
but that's what we did to Strat- 
O-Matic Pro Football in 1983. 
Our football game’s advanced 
and super advanced versions 
were wondrously revised to 

place our great product beyond 
compare. And this was done without 
making the game more difficult to play. 
Most important was the overwhelmingly 
gratifying response we received from our 
customers concerning these changes. 
Strat-O-Matic is actually 3 games in 
one — basic, advanced and super 


advanced. 

Our basic game allows you to coach all 28 NFL teams 
with each team’s performance dictated by its player per- 
sonnel and your coaching decisions. Each player's 
strengths and weaknesses are measured. For example, 
Danny White of Dallas has an excellent pass completion 
percentage but experiences more difficulty completing 
long passes than many other quarterbacks. Cincinnati's 
Larry Kinnebrew may not be an outside running threat, 


USE OUR 


— All orders (mall and phone) shipped within 72 hours. 
FOR List of store locations carrying Strat-0-Matle Games. 
FOR a FREE brochure on our Foothall Game. 


Toll free number is available (except 
January) 8:30 A.M.-4:00 P.M. EST, 
Monday to Friday in continental United 
States (excluding New York) and Puerto 
Rico. If you prefer, mail in coupon 
found at right, for retail listings and a 


800-645-3455 


but few runners match his ability to pick up the "tough in- 
side yardage.” Several receivers are superior to J. ig 
Smith of St. Louis "in going deep for the bomb,” but few 
equal his ability in catching medium and short passes. 

Our advanced and super advanced games allow you 
even more player and strategical control over 1000 NFL 
players. 4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if that's 
your bag, our advanced or super advanced game is for 
you. Yes, you can actually set-up these and countless 
other defenses to battle pro football's varied offensive 
formations including full house backfield, 3 wide receiver 
or 2 tight end alignments. Imagine the “crunching” pass 
rush of New York's (NFC) Lawrence Taylor — Yes, you 
actually feel that sensation in our super advanced game. 

Our basic game is simple and easy to play. Our advan- 
ced and super advanced games are more complex and 
unbelievably exciting to play. And best of all, there is no 
need to purchase each game separately, as all game 
parts and instructions for all 3 games are included in our 
famous football product. If you are football fanatical or 
just football interested, youngster or adult, Strat-O-Matic 
is for you. 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE OFFER 
MAIL COUPON NOW 


roo -- +--+ -------------- 


STRAT-O-MATIC GAME CO., INC. 
46 Railroad Plaza, Glen He 


Send an exciting, colorful 9 x 12 Football brochure and a national listing of 
stores carrying Strat-O-Matic at no cost or obligation to me. 


Dept.2106 | 
N.Y. 11545 


free brochure. New York, please reply Name 
by mail or call toll number 516-671-6566. 
Canada, Alaska, and Hawaii, please Address. 
reply by mail. 

City. 


State. Zip. 


a 
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by LARRY FELSER 


BUFFALO NEWS 


In the spring, hell froze over in the Na- 
tional Football League. A top-of-the-line 
free agent changed teams, something that 
had never happened since the league and the 
Players’ union agreed on a compensation for- 
mula for such movement in 1977. The player 
was Wilber Marshall. The price was a pair of 
first-round draft choices, payable by the 
Washington Redskins to the Chicago Bears 
The consensus in NFL circles is that the Red- 
skins made a terrific deal. 
Late last summer, the Seattle Seahawks 
risked alienating their defensive unit, possibly 


Today's super linebackers 
rush the quarterback and play the run as well as the pass 


their entire team, by signing Brian Bosworth to 
an $11 million contract. Then, last October, 
just after the players’ strike, the Buffalo Bills 
traded two first-round draft choices, a sec- 
ond-round selection, and Greg Bell, who had 
been their starting running back, for the right 
to sign rookie Cornelius Bennet. It was a high- 
er price than the Denver Broncos paid for 
John Elway in 1983. 

Marshall, Bosworth, and Bennett all have 
something in common: their position on the 
field. All are linebackers, and linebackers are 
now the coin of the realm in the NFL. 

For decades, linebackers have been spe- 
cial people in pro football. Names such as 
Chuck Bednarik, Dick Butkus, George Con- 
nor, Ray Nitschke, Bobby Bell, Willie Lanier, 
Bill George, Joe Schmidt, Sam Huff, and now 
Jack Ham occupy niches in the Hall of Fame 

in Canton, Ohio. But the super 
linebackers of 


today are a much different breed. They pos- 
sess the athletic ability of basketball forwards, 
the body control of the funkiest running backs, 
and the instinct for the ball that formerly 
seemed reserved for the best of free safeties. 

The signing of Marshall by Washington 
owner Jack Kent Cooke and his general man- 
ager, Bobby Beathard, was a brilliant move. 
Marshall is a great athlete who is able to pur- 
sue and punish even the fastest ball carriers, 
drop back into pass coverage against the fin- 
est quarterbacks, and, under certain circum- 
stances, to become an essential part of the 
pass rush. The last task should chill any 
Washington opponent. The Redskins already 
descend upon the passer with a ferocity led 
by ends Charles Mann and Dexter Manley. 
Safety Alvin Walton, used as a “spy,” was one 
of the most important elements in Washing- 
ton's defensive game plan for the Super Bowl. 
His blitzing of Elway, the Denver quarterback, 
was a principal reason the Broncos’ passing 
game became so disrupted. 

Factor Marshall into that equation and it 
should be enough to baffle virtually any op- 
posing offensive coordinator. Considering 
that Washington drafted last in the first round 
this year and, with Marshall in its lineup, will 
almost surely draft deep in the first round 
again in 1989, two late first-round draftees 
amount to little more than pocket change for 
the Skins, In essence, Washington passed up 
chances to draft two good players with poten- 

tial for one proven, playoff-tested all-pro 

who is just 26 years old. 

The argument over whether Buffalo had 

paid too dearly for Bennett was 

settled with approximately one minute 

to play in the first quarter of Bennett's NFL 
debut against Denver in Rich Stadium. 

The unofficial endorsement of the 
price tag came in the expression on 
Elway’s face on Bennett's inaugural 

play as a professional. 

It was third down, six yards to go 

‘on the Broncos’ 14-yard line. 
Elway moved two steps back to 

set up in the passing pocket 

when a look of shock 
crossed his face. 

Bennett had roared after 
him like an Olympic sprinter 
blasting out of the blocks. 

Elway’s pass fell incomplete. 

On his second play as a 


‘ 


on Vesely 


pro, Bennett hurried Elway into another in- 
completion. On play No. 3, the Broncos ran a 
sweep away from him. On his fourth play, 
Denver was penalized for holding. On his fifth 
play, less than a half hour into his NFL career, 
Bennett was being double-teamed 

After Buffalo scored its 21-14 upset victory, 
Elway remarked, "Bennett is as good as any- 
one. He ranks up there with the very best 
That's why we had so many holding penalties. 
Our guys kept thinking ‘pass rush.’ With Bruce 
Smith on one side and Bennett on the other, 
Buffalo is awfully tough.” 

That's what the Bills had in mind when they 
made the trade. They were not disappointed. 
Bennett never let up. In his last game of the 
season (against Philadelphia), with Buffalo 
eliminated from playoff contention, he made 
16 tackles, recorded four sacks, forced three 
fumbles, and recovered a fumble himself. 

The emergence of the super linebacker as 
a player of immense importance in the NFL is 
a relatively recent development. Lawrence 
Taylor of the New York Giants, long consid- 
ered the quintessential pro linebacker, begins 
his eighth season and the New England Patri- 
ots' Andre Tippett, another free-agent target 
after Marshall's signing, is in his seventh. But 
most of the slam-bang linebackers, including 
Marshall, have been around for five seasons 
or less. 

Ask NFL defensive coaches which player 
will most likely succeed L.T. as king of the 
L.B.s and chances are you would receive one 
of two answers: Bennett or Carl Banks, Tay- 
lor's Giant teammate. Banks outperformed 
Taylor last season and for most of 1986. The 
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Dallas Cowboys will vouch for Banks. He had 
a 12-tackle game against them early last sea- 
son, followed by a 15-tackle game later on. 

“You line up the tight end against him and 
Banks is going to win 90 percent of the time,” 
says Robbie Jones, another Giant linebacker. 
The fact that the tight end has to duel with 
Banks creates enormous opportunities for 
Taylor. If Taylor played across from a lesser 
outside linebacker, more opposing offensive 
strategists would try to tie up L.T. with that 
extra blocker. Instead, the backhanded com- 
pliment is paid to Banks. 

In Buffalo, Walt Corey, the Bills’ defensive 
coordinator, passed up the opportunity to 
copy the Giants’ alignment. He could have 
used it, with Bennett on one side and the Bills’ 
No. 1 draftee of last year, Shane Conlan, on 
the other. Corey believes in the value of pur- 


suit from the inside linebacking position. He 
thinks the era of the Jack Reynolds-style run- 
» stuffer is passé. So when Bennett was signed, 
Conlan was switched from outside linebacker 
to inside. Corey lined him up alongside Ben- 
nett and unleashed him from his new position 
Conlan won the NFL's defensive Rookie of the 


Year Award, with Bennett the runner-up de- 
spite playing only half a season. 

Indianapolis thinks it has a clone of Banks in 
Duane Bickett, who became a Pro Bowler in 
his second season. Bickett, like Banks, is 
known for his all-round skills, particularly for 
his toughness against the run, 

“The game | play," said Bickett, grading 
himself, “is that steady, game-after-game, 
hard-nosed type. | try to be aggressive at all 
times. That type of play doesn't vary a lot.” 

The Colts had the chance to build a shatter- 
ing linebacking unit before they gave up on 
signing Bennett, whom they had made the 
second overall pick in the draft after quarter- 
back Vinny Testaverde. Instead, they chose to 
acquire all-pro running back Eric Dickerson 
from the Los Angeles Rams in a three-cor- 
nered deal that also involved Buffalo's acqui- 
sition of Bennett's rights. Indy made the play- 
offs with Dickerson, but it should be noted that 
when the Colts and Bills met after that trade, 
Dickerson was held to 19 yards in 11 carries, 
his worst day as a pro. Bennett had a major 
hand in those figures as Buffalo won, 27-3, in 
the Hoosier Dome. continued 
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There may be a few better inside lineback- 
ers in the league than John Offerdahl of Mi- 
ami, but none carries as heavy a burden. The 
Dolphins have been trying to rebuild their de- 
fense for more than five years, and now the 
restoration is centered around Offerdahl, 
whom the team's drafters virtually stole in the 
second round three years ago. After being 
selected for the Pro Bow! following his rookie 
season, Offerdah! suffered a serious injury to 
a biceps muscle during the 1987 preseason 
That kept him out of the lineup until November, 
but once he returned, the Miami defense im- 
Proved markedly, despite the loss of star out- 
side linebacker Hugh Green. 

“John has everything that you would want 
as far as leadership qualities and someone to 
build upon" said Miami coach Don Shula. 
“He's a young player you can give a lot of 
responsibility to.” 

| Offerdah! tiptoed into the pros in relative 
obscurity after a college career at Western 
Michigan, Bosworth barged into the NFL fol- 
lowing a well-documented junior year at Okla- 
homa. There were times when the Boz lived 
up to the hype. Almost always, he was a 
crashing hitter. At times he demonstrated that 
he does indeed have amazing closing speed 
that allows him to range from side to side from 
his inside backer position. He is plenty smart, 
smart enough to pick up the intricacies of 
dropping back into pass coverage. But the 


5 JOHN OFFERDAHL 


images that linger are of Bo Jackson of the 
Los Angeles Raiders running away from Bos- 
worth down the sideline for a touchdown; of 
Bo running over him at the goal line for anoth- 
er score; of the Boz getting his nose rubbed in 
it by other disdainful opponents. 

Tom Catlin, Seattle's defensive coordinator, 
said, “The strike was a giant step backward 
for him. He was four weeks late reporting to 
camp and then sat for three weeks during the 
strike.” The lapses in his education as a pro 
linebacker were complicated by Bosworth's 
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SHANE CONLAN 


‘own insistence upon becoming a celebrity, a 
national personality, before he became a pol- 
ished pro football player. The problem was 
further exacerbated by his mouth, which ran 
on prematurely and incessantly. "He does 
some things pretty well," admitted Catlin. 
“He's slow on reacting on other things. I'd 
hoped for something better by this point." 
Fredd Young, who came out of obscurity to 
develop into an all-pro linebacker in four sea- 
sons, summed up the Seahawks’ feelings to- 
ward their controversial colleague. “If Brian 
Bosworth had a normal haircut,” said Young, 
in the heat of his own salary push after last 
‘season, “no one in Seattle would know who he 
is." Nevertheless, if Bosworth does tend to 
sbusiness and accepts Catlin's tutelage, there 
isn’t a talent appraiser in the NFL who would 


4 
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deny that he could rank with Banks, Bennett, 
Marshall, or any of the best at his position. 

For that matter, Young is approaching a 
similar category now. Young, a ferocious hitter 
who paid his dues as the best special teams’ 
player in the AFC before he became a regular, 
and Freddie Joe Nunn of the Phoenix Cardi- 
nals rank near the top of the speed lineback- 
ers whose forte is flying to the point of attack. 
In fact, the Seahawks eventually could field a 
linebacking unit that might rival that of the Gi- 
ants. Seattle used the supplementary draft to 
acquire Bosworth, which meant that it forfeit- 
ed its No. 1 selection this year. But with their 
regular first-round pick last year the Sea- 
hawks selected Tony Woods of the University 
of Pittsburgh. He didn’t arrive with the impact 
of Bosworth, but at Pitt Woods was compared 
to Hugh Green and Rickey Jackson, the New 
Orleans Saints’ all-pro. Woods has the size 
and speed that will allow Catlin to use him like 
a down lineman in some pass-rush situations, 
much as Buffalo uses Bennett. 

The Cleveland Browns are anticipating the 
coming of age of Mike Junkin. They traded up 
in order to draft him, right behind Bennett, a 
year ago. Junkin, who many feel has the 
speed and athletic ability to rank with the best 
of the young linebackers, broke his wrist in his 
fourth game last season and played no more 
after that. But to that point, he had not per- 
formed up to expectations. 

“I'm excited that Junkin comes in this year 
with a lot less pressure on him,” said coach 
Marty Schottenheimer. Maybe, but the 
Browns traded long-time Pro Bow! linebacker 
Chip Banks and their own No. 1 selection to 
San Diego in order to draft Junkin. The team's 
followers aren't inclined to let them forget it. 

Every contender wants a super young line- 
backer of its own. 


DUANE BICKETT 
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Lesson number one 
in the social graces: 
Never be offensive. 


‘How can you separate yourself from 

those barbaric hordes that exude a most 
‘malodorous air? With new Right Guard® 

‘Sport Sticks. Anti-perspirant. And deodorant. 
Replete with major protection. Sleek dome top. 
And two new scents, “Fresh” and “Musk” e 
ir who wants to appear unschooled in such a — 
sitive subject as Personal Hygiene? 


New Right Guard 
Sport Sticks. 


Anything less would be uncivilized. 


Fresh or Musk scent. Anti-Perspirant or Deodorant. 


Refer to this list 
when ordering 
college items 


T-SHIRTS-s0/50 Hvywt. (XXLadd $3,00ea.) 
SWEATSHIRTS corso Heavyweight 
NATIONAL CHAMPION T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS 
MIAMI FOOTBALL KANSAS BASKETBALL 
T-SHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS COACHES SHIRT: 
87-88 WORLD CHAMP T- SHIRTS (Nanas July 1, 1988) soft50/50 blend with embroidered 
NBA Champions IL Champions. college mascot or logo design. 


COACHES HAT Available in two styles: ALUMNI HAT: detailed swiss embroid- 
100% WOOL COTTON TWILL ery, featuring both college name & mascot or logo, 

Fully adjustable solid back college name Solid back, fully adjustabl 

‘embroidered on front, same as coaches wear. 


WALL DECOR PLAQUE 
features college name, 


" " i mascot or logo design in school 
COACHES JACKET nylon satin, lightweight quited ™4se9t loge design in schoal 
lining, knit collar, swiss embroidered lettering (available in XXL add a perfect bulletin board 19°14" 


(ALL NFL, NBA, NHL, MLBB) 


ALUMNI JACKET satin fleece jacket J. HELMET LAMP full size football helmet in 


features: nylon satin sleeves and pocket welts, grey oficial school colors and decaling, full cage face mask. 
alyester Heoce body, lightweight quilted Ting, H 
Embroidered mascot. Machine wa (ALL NFL TEAMS AVAILABLE) 


‘A=T-SHIRTS. 


B=SWEATSHIRTS 
C=COACHES SHIRT 


‘D=100% WOOL 


HAT 


E=COTTON TWILL 


G=COACHES JACKET 
H=WALL DECOR 


K=KEY CHAIN 


L-LETTER OPENER X=LEATHER TAG. 


‘Ait Force 
‘Alabama 
Arizona 
‘Arizona St. 
‘Arkansas 
Army 

‘Auburn 

Baylor 

Boston College 
Boston U. 
Bowling Green 
Brigham Young 
Calitorni 

Cent. Michigan 
Clemson 
Colorado 
Connecticut 


East Carolina 
Florida 
Florida St. 
Fresno St. 
Georgetown 
Georgia 
Georgia Tech 
Grambling 
Harvard 
Hawai 
Houston 
Idaho 
mi 
Indiana 
lowa 
lowa St 
Kansas 
Kansas St 
Kentucky 
Louisiana St. 
Louisville 
Maine 
Marquette 
Maryland 
Memphis St. 
Miami, Fla, 
Michigan 
Michigan st 
Minnesota 
Mississipnt 
ississippi St. 
Mssou 
Montana 
Montana St, 
Navy 
Nebraska 
New Mexico 
N. Carolina 
N. Carolina St. 
N. Dakota 
Northwestern 
Notre Dame 
\hio St. 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma St. 
Oregon 
regon St. 
Penn St. 
Pittsburgh 
Princeton 


‘a 
Slippery Rock 
8. Carolina 
SMU 
St. John's 
Stanford 
Syracuse 
Temple 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Texas A&M 
Tou 
Texas Tech 
Tulane 
UCLA 
UNLV 
UsG 


tah St. 
Vanderbilt 
Villanova 
inia 
@ Forest 


ABCDEFGH i 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPGRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPOQRSTUVWX 
‘ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIN R TUVWX 
ABCDEFGH J LMNO TWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP RSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGH J 

ABCDEFGH 

ABC FGH Ty 
ABCDEFGHNJKLMNOP R 
ABCDEFGHIJ + 

ABC GH 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWx 
‘ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABC G ” LMNO 

ABC FGHI LMNO 8 T 
ABC FGHJ LMNO — T 
‘ABCDEFGHI RSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR TUVWX 
ABC _FGH LMNO TU 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP “RSTUVWX 
ABC FGHI 

ABCDEFGHIJ "sruvwx 
ABCDEFGHI LMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP RSTUVWX 
ABC G 

ABCDEFGHI v 
ABC FG J 

ABC FGHIJ Pp 

ABC _FGH 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUV 
‘ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABC__FGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV 
ABCDEFGHIJ RSTUVWX 
ABC FGHUK = Pp STUV 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHI LNO/“RSTUVWx 
AB DEFG 

ABC _FGH 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUV 
ABCDEFGH JKLMNOPQ ST V 
ABCDEFGHIJ RSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJ TU W) 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWK 
ABC GH STUV 
ABCDEFGHIJ ‘STUVWX 
ABC FGH T 
ABC FG = LMNO 
ABCDEFGH J LMNO  TUVWX 
ABCDEF GHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABC __FGH 
ABGDEFGHIJKLMNOP_ASTUVWx 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR TUVWX 
ABC FGH T 
ABC _FGHIJ LMNO. 

ABCDE GHIJ 

ABCDEFGHIJ LMNO QRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJ RSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ_ STUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIN RSTUV 
ABC _FGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU 
‘ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGH J Tuwwx 
ABC FGHJ 
‘ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP. astuwx 
ABC _GH  LMNO. 
ABCDEFGH JKLMNOPQ stu 
ABC OG 
ABGDEFGHIJKLMNOPORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJ Pp STUVWX 
ABCDEFG | sv 
ABCDEFGHIJ @ “Tuv 
ABCDEFGHIJ Tuvwx 
ABC _FGH 
ABCDEFGHIJKLNOPORSTUVWx 
ABCDEFGHIJK — PORSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJ QRSTUVWX 
ABCDEFGHIJ STV 
ABCDEFGHIN STV 
ABC _GHIJ LMNO QT 
ABCDEFGHIJ MNO QRSTUV 
ABCDEFGH STUVWX 
ABCDE GHIJ LMNOP RSTUV 
ABCDEFGH J [MNO T 

ABC _FGH JKLMNOPQ) T 
ABCDEFGHIJ LMNO. 
ABCDEFGH J 

ABCDEFGHIJK 

ABCDEFGHIN LMNOP —TUV 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX 
ABC__FGHIJKLMNOPORSTUV. 
ABCDEFGHIJ 

ABC GH 

ABCDEFGHIJ 

ABC FGH J 

ABCDEFGH J 


ele Babine sponTS CENTER > 


< $29.95 full size 
ran shaped wall clock, quartz movement, 
‘sweep second hand, uses one AA battery (not 
incl.) ALL NFL, NBA, NHL, MLBB, TEAMS. 


Sqng STATE 


$12.95 fully lithographed 
el in official team colors. approx. 19° h, 10° dia. 


optional 
U. BACKBOARD ACCESSORY ‘7.95 
attaches easily to wastebasket. Buy both for 
$19.95, ALL NFL, NBA, NHL, MLBB TEAMS IN 
iROME LICENSE goTH OF ABOVE. 
‘S $5.95 ea. chrome 


i 


Cub 
J. McMahon B. Kosar 49ers 
J. Everett D. Marino Browns Giants 
M. Bavaro P.Simms Broncos 
V. Testaverde S. Largent Raiders 
J. Montana L Vd Dolphins 
H. Walker: M. All ‘Seahawks 
J. Elway H. Long Redskins 


team colors, embroidered 1050, 
‘50/50 ALL 28 NFL TEAMS. 
\T $12.95 embroidered 
justable. ALL NFL TEAMS. 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS: (800) 243-7878 in CA (714) 838-0908 between 9AM-5PM |) 
PST Mon.-Fri. When you call have card and following information ready: Product 
ame eter, team name, size, & publication name. Minimum credit card order is 


MAIL ORDERS: Please print and fill in order form comy . Specify size, use item 
letter or team name if ordering pro items. We accept credit cards, money orders, 
personal checks. All Canada foreign orders must send a money order in U.S. 


ORDER & PRODUCT INFO: All calls roduet information about 
calc ene 1 st AP raed 


Se MRC UNRATE are ae 
pace re tly Soe a eeseery cae 
ITEM SCHOOL-TEAM 2ND CHOICE QTY ‘SIZE PRICE | 
NAME SUBTOTAL 
bes are STATE ZIP. Scone fe erie | 
postage charges. 
Card#! OVisaDMasterCard ‘aouen ste 
i tare exp. pateL_IL] - O00 re peat 


lastic window. (ALL Ni 
‘TEAMS AVAILABLE) 


a: 


1987 NFL 
FINAL STANDINGS 
NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division W LT Pet PF PA 
Washington, 11 4 0 733 379 285 
Dallas. ers 7 8 O 467 340 348 
St. Louis, 7 8 0 467 362 368 
Philadelphia....... 7 8 O 467 337 380 
New York Giants. 6 9 0 400 280 312 
Central Division 
Chicago........ 11 4:0 .733 356 282 
Minnesota. “ 8 7 0 533 336 335 
Green Bay ...... 5 9 1 .367 255 300 
Detroit......, 411 0 267 269 384 
Tampa Bay 4°11 0 267 286 360 
Western Divi 
San Francisco.........13 2 0 .867 459 253 
New Orleans. 12 3.0 800 422 283 
Los Angeles Rams....6 3 0 400 317 361 
Atlanta 3°12 0 200 205 436 
AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Western Division Ww LT Pct PF PA 
Denver... 10 4 1 .700 379 288 
Seattle. 9 6 0 600 371 314 
‘San Diego. 8 7 0 533 253 317 
Los Angeles Raiders 5 10 0 .333 301 289 
Kansas City . 411 0 267 273 388 
Central Division 
Cleveland 10 5 0 667 390 239 
Houston om 9 6 O 600 345 349 
Pittsburgh... 8 7 0 533 285 299 
Cincinnati, 411 0 .267 285 370 
Eastern Division 
Indianapolis... 9 6 0 600 300 238 
New England 8 7 0 533 320 293 
Miami. 8 7 0 533 362 335 
Buffalo 7 8 O 467 270 305 
New York Jets. 6 90 400 334 360 
Ss 
GAME 
LD CAN seattle 2 45 
Housto? "New orleans 
Minnesota pul OF aA 
iS 
prvistors indianaPo'y 
Cleveland 34, Houston igc0 24 
Denvels san Franchns7 
Minnesot@ 2 Chicad' 
jashl i 101 
NCE CP eveland 
10 
conF Denver 36, winnesot 
washingt© ww XH 
su! mn a2, Denver 
washingto 
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AFC WILD CARD GAME 
Seattle. Toreet ssses Brosces Torsees O20 
Houston Boesee Weesseer Toreree Qhesesee S23 


ee 
First Period 


Seattle: Largent 20 screen pass from Krieg 
(Johnson kick), 3:16 
Houston: FG Zendejas 47, 10:16 
Period 


Houston: Rozier 1 run (Zendejas kick), 1:43 

Houston: FG Zendejas 49, 8:11 

Seattle: FG Johnson 33, 11:50 

Third Period 

Seattle: FG Johnson 41, 6:37 

Houston: Drewrey 29 pass from Moon 
(Zendejas kick), 12:26 

Fourth Period 


Seattle: Largent 12 pass from Krieg 
(Johnson kick), 14:34 


ime 
Houston: FG Zendejas 42, 8:05 


Team Statistics Seattle Houston 
First downs " 27 
Rushing 1 9 
Passing. NE () 18 
Penalty. Dire 0 
Third down efficiency ....... 2-12. 10-18 
Fourth down efficiency ....... 1-1 «0-0 
Net yards 250. 437 
Plays: . 82. 84 
Average gain 48. 5.2 
Net yards rushing 29, 178 
Rushes 11 50 
Average per rush 26. 3.6 
Net yards passing 221 259 
Completed-attempted..... 16-39. 21-32 
Yards per pass play. 53. 76 
Sacked-yards lost 2-16. 214 
Had intercepted 0. 1 
Punts-average 7-44 3-35 
Total return yardage 226. 92 
Punts-returns 2-66. 4-27 
Kickoffs-retums 6-132. 4-65 
Interceptions. 1-28 0-0 
Penalties-yards. 3-20. 4-25 
Fumbles-iost 11 24 
Time of possession. 20:21 47:44 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Seattle, Williams 7-27, Morris 4-2. 
Houston, Highsmith 12-74, Rozier 21-66, 
Pinkett 11-29, Wallace 2-11, Moon 4-(-2), 

Passing: Seattle, Krieg 16-38-0-237, Williams 
0-1-0-0. Houston, Moon 21-32-1-273. 

Receiving: Seattle, Largent 7-132, Butler 3-73, 
Skansi 2-13, Williams 2-5, Tice 1-8, Morris 
1-6. Houston, Givins 7-89, Hill 6-84, 
Drewrey 3-62, Highsmith 2-17, Wallace 1-11 
Rozier 1-7, Pinkett 1-3. 

Interceptions: Seattle, Jenkins. 

Missed Field Goals: Houston, Zendejas 52, 29. 


NFC WILD CARD GAME 

Minnesota 10. 2c Booey 1044 
New Orleans Tosser Breen Qesiesire ONO 
First Period 


New Orleans: Martin 10 pass from Hebert 
(Andersen kick), 1:23 
Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 42, 6:59 
Minnesota: Carter 84 punt return 
(C. Nelson kick), 11:57 
Second Period 
Minnesota: Jordan 5 pass from Wilson 
(C. Nelson kick), 3:19 
Minnesota: Carter 10 pass from Rice 
(C. Nelson kick), 8:50 
New Orleans: FG Andersen 40, 11:54 
Minnesota: Jones 44 pass from Wilson 
(C. Nelson kick), 15:00 
Third Period 
Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 32, 13:45 
Fourth Period 
finnesota: FG C. Nelson 19, 7:46 
Minnesota: Dozier 8 run (C. Nelson kick), 13:14 


‘Team Statistics Minnesota New Orleans 
First downs .. =e 
Rushing “ 14, 0 
Passing 214 7 
Penalty 0 

Third down efficiency ...... 12-19 

Fourth down efficieney «.... 0-4... 

Net yards .ecossnnnennee 417. 149 
Plays. sere BBonnikicrond? 
Average gain 48 32 
Net yards rushing 210. 53 
Rushes. a 50. 14 
Average per rush. Min. 218.8 
Net yards passing 20F nares 9 
Completed-attempted..... 17-30. 11-31 
Yards per pass play 69. 32 
Sacked-yards lost 6-42 2-8 
Had intercepted .... 0 4 
Punts-average 3-32, 644 
Total return yardage 188, 101 
Punts-returns 6-143, wen 120 
Kickotfs-returns 0-0. 7-101 
Interceptions. 4-45. 0-0 
Penalties-yards... BAR ree 426 
Fumbles-lost a 4-2 snes BB 
Time of possession........ 41:1 18:42 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Minnesota, D. Nelson 17-73, 
Anderson 7-49, Dozier 8-45, Fenney 7-20, 
Rice 4-10, Kramer 2-5, Wilson 2-5, Gannon 
3-3, New Orleans, Hilliard 8-39, Mayes 3-11, 
Herbert 2-2, Jordan 1-1 


Passing: Minnesota, Kramer 5-9-0-50, Wilson 
11-20-0-189, Rice 1-1-0-10, New Orleans, 
Hebert 9-19-2-84, Wilson 2-12-2-20 

Receiving: Minnesota, Carter 6-79, D. Nelson 
2-56, Lewis 2-27, Rice 2-17, Jordan 2-17, 
Jones 1-44, Gustafson 1-12, Anderson 1- 
(-3). New Orleans, Brenner 2-33, Pattison 2- 
18, Hill 2-15, Hilliard 2-15, Tice 2-13, Martin 
1-10. 

Interceptions: Minnesota, Holt, Harris, 
Rutland, Freeman 

Missed Field Goals: None. 

eS 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
Indianapolis Mone ha Onneg el 
Cleveland Tessie Tosses Terese VI 38 
First Period 


Cleveland: Byner 10 pass from Kosar 
(Bahr kick), 6:46 

Indianapolis; Beach 2 pass from Trudeau 
(Biasucci kick), 12:44 

Second Period 

Cleveland: Langhorne 39 pass from Kosar 
(Bahr kick), 13:09 

Indianapolis: Dickerson 19 pass from Trudeau 
(Biasucci kick), 14:18 

Third Period 

Cleveland: Byner 2 run (Bahr kick), 13:04 

Fourth Period 

Cleveland: FG Bahr 22, 3:51 


Mike Powell /Al-Sport 


Cleveland: Brennan 2 pass from Kosar 
(Bahr kick), 14:16 

Indianapolis: Bentley 1 run (Biasucci 
kick), 13:53 

Cleveland: Minnifield 48 interception return 
(Bahr kick), 14:2, 


Team Statistics Indianapolis Cleveland 
First downs 23, 25 
Rushing 4 10 
Passing... 16. 13 
Penalty... 3 2 
Third down efficiency ........ 7-12 41-14 
Fourth down efficiency ........0-1 0.0 
Net yards 315. 404 
Plays. i 62. 65 
Average gain 541 62 
Net yards rushing 63. 175, 
Rushes. 21 34 
‘Average per rush 3.0. 54 
Net yards passing 252. 229 
Completed-attempted ..... 22-39. 20-31 
Yards per pass play. 61 74 
Sacked-yards lost 214 0-0 
Had intercepted 2 1 
Punts-average 4-44. 1-37 
Total return yardage 124. 101 
Punts-returns 0-0. 3-32 
Kickotts-returns 7-124. 221 
Interceptions. 1-0. 2-48 
Penalties-yards. TT 4-20 
Fumbles-lost 1-0. 2.0 
Time of possession 27:34. 32:21 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Indianapolis, Dickerson 15-50, 
Bentley 4-9, Trudeau 2-4. Cleveland, Byner 
23-122, Mack 6-38, Manoa 4-10, Kosar 1-5. 

Passing: Indianapolis, Trudeau 21-33-1-251, 
Salisbury 1-6-1-15, Cleveland, Kosar 
20-31-1-229. 

Receiving: Indianapolis, Dickerson 7-65, 
Brooks 5-78, Bentley 4-47, Bouza 2-24, 
Beach 2-6, Murray 1-25, Bellini 1-21 
Cleveland, Newsome 4-65, Byner 4-36, 
Brennan 3-25, Mack 3-17, Fontenot 2-20 
Langhorne 1-39, Slaughter 1-14, McNeil 1- 
8, Weathers 1-5. 

Interceptions: Indianapolis, Robinson. 
Cleveland, F. Wright, Minnifield. 

Missed Field Goals: None 


AFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 

Houston Onsoec Beenie Qeoreees TAO 
Denver 1 oc. Weert Boovsnes PBA 
First Period 


Denver: Lang 1 run (Karlis kick), 6:19 
Denver: Kay 27 pass from Elway (Karlis 
kick), 13:34 


continued 


wm Washington fell behind Denver, 
10-0, after a Rich Karls field goal, 
then almost fumbled the subsequent 
kickoff in Super Bow! XXII. 


Super Bowl | thru XXII 


Toast the Super Bowl Champions with this hand- 
some 20 oz. Ceramic Tankard featuring the full color 
logo on the front. The back has the scores f the entire 
season and opponents. Rim: SUPER BOWL CHAM- 
PIONS. Each Tankard is richly banded in 22K gold 
and fired at extremely high temperatures for Color- 
brite brilliance, permanency and strength, 


Complete sat ofall 22— $310.00 $ 1 7 00. 


Super Bow! XXili Steins available two weeks after game 
Packers SB-Vill — Dolphins $B-XV — Raiders 


Packers SB:IX — Steelers S8-XVI — 49ers 
SBlll— Jets SBX — Steelers $B-XVII—Redskins, 
SBlV—Chiels  SB-XI—Raiders _ SB-XVIlI — Raiders 
SB-V—Colts _ SB-XiI — Cowboys. SB-XIX — 49ers 
‘SB-Vi — Cowboys SB-Xlll — Steelers SB-¥X — Bears 
‘SB-Vil — Dolphins SB-XIV— Steelers SB-XX! — Giants 


‘S8-XXll — Redskins SB-XXIIl — 


OFFICIALLY LICENSED JACKETS 


Leather Sleeve Jacket Same as the Pro's wear 


49ers "99. 


{a sholer has commer path 


fade tay econ ace ‘Adu Claes: 
NFL teams avaable. Sizes 123406.38 S-MLXL 


0444 Sues ah, abe Dy 35 
0% $68 9081 ea 


NFL TEAM 
WALL PLAQUE 


The beautifully finished wall plaque is 
solid North American Pine, with smooth 
beveled edges. Your team’s helmet is 
teproduced in ts actual coos, along 
with the team name, 

Size: 104" x13" $15.0, 
Set of all NFL teams $375.00 

(Most MLBB teams available) 


Call for availabilty! 


A Great Collectors item. A 
Complete Set of all 22 Super Bow! 
pins ina glass display frame, 
$21000 tor set “By Peter David 


Buy your favorite 
Superbowl Pins 
individually at 


$10... 
TEAM COLLECTOR PINS compete setot NFL pins 


‘mounted on velvet and framed. $150.00 (not illustrated) 
You can buy pins individually at $5.00 ea. 


HELMET PLAQUE 
Authentic Riddell Helmet cut 
inhalf and mounted ona piece 
af oak. Nice item! 


Alteams 
avaiiaole 999.5%, 


Officially 
Licensed 
Product 


NFL 20 oz. Ceramic Stein. 
Ful color logo banded in 22KT Gold 
Set of all 28 teams $350.00 

NFL 12 02. 


Ceramic Coffee Cup. 
Full color logo banded in 22KT Gold 
Set ofall 28 teams $220.00 


NFL 3 oz. Shot Glass 
Set of all 28 teams $80.00 


$15.99 


510.% 


$400 


Pra NFL Coaches Cap is 100% 
with NFL city and team name. 


(All teams available) 


NFL #1000 The yop of the Line. the 
/ool, double stretched. 


ogo in full color. One size fis al 


Redskins Coaching Staff Hat $15. 


Direct embroidered 
$16.0, 


NFL T-SHIRTS 


PRO HELMETS 


By Riddel 
‘The Helmet of the Pro's. 
Official Riddell Professional 
Helmet. The same helmet 
the Pro's wear. “We cannot 
‘uarantee a certain size or 
mask. A great collectors item 


$175.0, 
The best price! Altea avaliable. 
Melmet Phone... $25000 ea. 
Helmet Lamp... $200.00 ea 


ton blend. All 28 


‘Adult Sizes 
S-MALXL 
XXL - $15.00 


THE JERSEY 
OF THE PRO'S 


Full color pro-cut, short 
sleeve, tapered body. in 
full color with player's 

number — we do offer both 
ark & white for most teams, 
Call to verity 
Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL 
‘Names listed below are not 
‘on back of Jerseys. They are 
listed so you can identity the 
players. *Any special requests, 
please call for assistance as we 
ccan do special numbers. 


564.9, 
‘We do otter names sewn onto back of Jersey 
Avan additonal costo $20.0 


Redskins - 7 Theismann Bears -9 MeMahon Steelers - 12 Bradshaw 
Redskins - 24 Bryant Bears -34 Payton Steelers -58 Lambert, 
Redskins «81 Monk Bears -45 Fencik Steelers -&2 Stallworth 
Cowboys - 11 D. White Bears - 50 Singletary Steelers - 83 Lipps 
Cowboys «4 Walker Bears -95 Dent Browns - 19 Kosar 
Cowboys - 40 Bates 43ers 16 Montana 
Cowboys - 54 R. White 4Bers - <2 Lott 
Cardinals “15 Lomax agers - 80 Rice 
Cardinals -81 Green 49ers 87 Clark Bengals -7 Esiason 
Eagles ~12 Cunningham Rams 11 Everett Bengals - 80 Collinswort| 
Eagles -82 Quick Rams - 21 Cromwell Oilers -1 Moon 
Giants - 11 Simms ings -9 Kramer Raiders - 25 Biltn 
Giants -20 Morris Vikings - 81 Carter Raiders - 22 Allen 
Giants -53 Carson Lions - 16 Long Raiders - 75 Long 
Giants -56 Tayloc Saints -36 Mayes Seahawks - 28 Warner 
Giants - 89 Bavaro Saints - 3 Hebert Seahawks -44 Bosworth 
Bills - 12 Kelly Packers - 16 Wright Seahawks - 80 Largent 
Patriots - 11 Eason Jets = 7 OBrien Broncos -7 Elway 

Jets - 88 Toon, Dolphins -13 Marino 


‘Jets 99 Gastineau Dolphins -83 Clayten 
Chargers - 4 Fouts Dolphins 85 Duper 
Chargers - 80 Winslow Bucs - 4 Testaverde 


Patriots - 80 Frya 
Colts - 29 Dickerson 


“No retunds on special lettered or ordered items* 


Total Merchandise Amt 
WJ Sales Tax 6% 


Canadian Orders Add 20% 


Phone 
Payment Ci Check ( Money Order 


O Visa O MasterCard O Am. Ex 


Delivery Charge 


— 
Be Added | TOTAL AMOUNT $ 


oo FOR FULL COLOR 
SEND $3" SpoRTS CATALOG 


Postage Schedule UptoSi6 00 ad083.95, 


Card # LLI 


TT 


] Si80t fo 0 age Ses 


Over $40.00 add $7.95 
Minimum VISA or M.C. orders — $15.00 


45 weeks delivery on checks 


“NFL ITEMS* 


Sweatshirt - $2495 ea 
Sweat Pants - $24.95 ea, 
“Combo - Sweatshirt/ 
‘Sweat Pants - $4200 ea, 
(Must be same team) 
“Golt Shirt - $2635 ea, 
Sweater - $34.95 ea 
‘Workout Shorts - $15.00 ea. 
"Boxer Shorts - $14.85 ea 
Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL 
"Boxer Shorts « M-L-XL only 


The above are only available for the following teams: 

Bears * Browns * Cowboys » Eagles # Broncos * Packers 

Rams » Saints « Raiders « Dolphins » Vikings « Patriots 
Giants « Steelers * Redskins © 49ers © Seahawks 


NFL CARICATURE T-SHIRTS —$13,ea, 
Adult sizes; S-M-L-XL. ‘Sor more... $11.00 each 
A} 4 Meuabon—M) Condoys TD. Ch ¥ Tee Amigos 
BW Pevtn” W) Ecbetenon <" Y Jent bay 
6) Beas Cu 0} Resse, Cb 

Dj Bens Sat Cho W'tavara 

Bi tang) Sinma 

B Maen RC Tape 

6 Moni §) 

Mies cu 1 Ga 

1 Bkosar Siw cage 

3 Biome 10,cud 8 Boeware 

i) Vestavere WO. Marea 

OM Mater" 3) Bay 


SUPER BOWL XXII CHAMP ITEMS 

“AU below items are Redskin Champ items* 

A Hat - $1300 63 
8 Pennant - $400 
Bumper Sticker 
1, Botton - $400 ea, 
E Can Handler - $8.0 ea 
F Goll Shirt (S-MA-XL)- $2495 ea 
33495 ca 


WEAR A PIECE OF 
SUPER BOWL HISTORY 


Adult Sizes: SMAUXL $1200 
x 


i 

Available for $8 XVi- ders 

XVII Reeskins: XVI - Raiders 
XIK 49ers: XX « Bears 
XX1- Giants XXI- Redskins 
Axil «2 wks, after game 


SUPER BOWL PROGRAMS 
A) $8 XX $7.00 3, D) SB XIX $1000 ea. G) SB XV $1800 ea 
8) SB Xt $800 ea. E) SB XVII $12.00¢a. H) “SB XXII available two 
16) SB XX $9.00 ea. F) SB xVil $1400 ea, weeks alter game, $600 ea, 
1988 NFL YEARBOOKS 


Not Available Until September Set of all 14 $90.00 


Raiders - $7.00 Jets - $7.00 Packers - $7.00 
49ers - $7.00 Bears $7.00 Colts - $7.00 
Patriots - $7.00 Browns -§7.00 Redskins - $7.0 
Seahawks -S700 Broncos $700 ‘Rams $7.00 
Chargers -$700 Saints $7.00, “Call for additions 


NFL NOVELTY ITEMS: 
A PENNANT... $300 ea D. BUMPER STICKER . 53.00, 
set ofall 28 teams $60.00, Sel of ll 28 teams $60.00 
8. WRISTBANDS $400 ea, E CHRISTMAS BALL $6.00, 
C.T"HUDDLE $1995 e2 set ofall 28 eams $140.0 


‘Canadian orders must add shipping plus 20% to total 


Tomar” 0 OE 


US. Currency only 
Al prices are in ‘SPORTS 
ENTERPRISES, inc. 


effect through 
Dec. 31, 1988, 
P.O. Box 103 SSPF 
Titusville, NJ 08560 


Second Period 

Denver: FG Karlis 43, 3:20 

Houston: FG Zendejas 46, 9:03 

Denver: Kay 1 pass from Elway (Karlis 
kick), 13:08 

Third Period 

Denver: FG Karlis 23, 2:29 

Fourth Period 

Houston: Givins 19 pass from Moon (Zendejas 
kick), 6:38 

Denver: Elway 3 run (Karlis kick), 10:33 


Mike Powell /Al-Sport 
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Team Statistics Houston Denver 
First downs 20. 19 
Rushing 5 9 
Passing. 14, 9 
Penalty. 1 1 
Third down efficiency ....... 8-16. 49 
Fourth down efficiency 2-4 1-1 
Net yards 337. 316 
Plays 69. 55 
Average gain 49 57 
Net yards rushing 73. 61 
Rushes 26. 29 
‘Average per rush 28 24 
Net yards passing 264. 255 
Completed-attempted..... 24-43. 14-25 
Yards per pass play 64 98 
Sacked-yards lost 0-0 1-4 
Had intercepted 2 1 
Punts-average 3-45. 2-46 
Total return yardage 64. 118 
Punts-returns 0-0. 2415 
Kickotts-returns 3-62 2-28 
Interceptions. 1-2. 275 
Penalties-yards 10-73. 4-35 
Fumbles-lost 24 0-0 
Time of possession 32:33. 27:27 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Houston, Rozier 9-25, Pinkett 6-20, 
‘Moon 5-15, Highsmith 5-13, Givins 1-0. 
Denver, Winder 13-46, Sewell 5-9, Elway 4- 
8, Bell 2-7, Kubiak 2-(-3), Lang 3-(-6) 

Passing: Houston, Moon 24-43-2-264. Denver, 
Elway 14-25-1-259. 

Receiving: Houston, Givins 6-84, Hill 5-93, 
Duncan 4-32, Highsmith 4-20, Drewrey 2- 
17, Williams 1-7, Rozier 1-6, Pinkett 1-5. 
Denver, Johnson 4-105, Kay 3-57, Sewell 3- 
41, Lang 1-25, Boddie 1-15, Moble 1-9, 
Nattiel 1-7. 

Interceptions: Houston, Allen. Denver, 
Mecklenburg, Haynes. 

Missed Field Goals: None. 


meme Tim Smith (left) rushed for a 
record 204 yards and 2 touchdowns; 
Gary Clark (below) caught 3 passes for 
55 yards anda TD; the Redskins’ 
defense sacked Broncos’ quarterback 
John Elway 5 times in the Super Bow. 


NFC DIVISIONAL PLAYOFF 
Minnesota Boos APoose. O.ees-0- B36 
San Francisco. BorvernDeeee V4 ccrene P24 
First Period 


Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 21, 5:43 

San Francisco: FG Wersching 43, 13:23 

Second Period 

Minnesota: Hilton 7 pass from Wilson 
(C. Nelson kick), 2:34 

Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 23, 6:33, 

Minnesota: Rutland 45 interception return 
(C. Nelson kick), 7:24 

Third Period 

San Francisco: Fuller 48 interception return 
(Wersching kick), 1:42 

Minnesota: Jones 5 pass from Wilson 
(C. Nelson kick), 4:45 

San Francisco: Young 5 run (Wersching 
Kick), 10:59 

Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 40, 13:38 

Fourth Period 

Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 46, 3:21 

San Francisco: Frank 16 pass from Young 
(Wersching kick), 11:18 

Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 23, 14:33, 


Team Statistics MinnesotaSan Francisco 


First downs 22 7 


Rushing 5. 6 
Passing 15, 10 
Penalty 2 1 
Third down efficiency ....... 7-17. 4.15 
Fourth down efficiency ....... 0-0. 0-0 
Net yards 397 368 
Plays 70 66 
Average gain 57. 54 
Net yards rushing EIT, 115 
Rushes. 34 18 


Average per rush. 64 
Net yards passing 280. 243 


Completed-attempted ..... 20-34 24-44 
Yards per pass piay. 78. 51 
Sacked-yards lost 218 424 
Had intercepted 1 2 
Punts-average ‘ 5-36. 6-41 
Total return yardage 145. 195 
Punts-returns 3-29. 3-17 
Kickotfs-returns 3-76 8-130 
Interceptions. 2-40. 1-48 
Penalties-yards. 2:20. 8-75 
Fumbles-lost 0-0. 1-0 
Time of possession 33:4 26:17 

continued 
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mmm Defensive end Dexter Manley 
(above) kept the pressure on Denver: 
Ricky Sanders had 9 catches for a 
record 193 yards and 2 touchdowns 
for Washington 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Minnesota, D. Nelson 11-42, W. 
Wilson 6-30, Carter 1-30, Anderson 7-9, 
Rice 6-8, Dozier 3-(-2). San Francisco, 
Young 6-72, Montana 3-20, Craig 7-17, 
Rathman 1-12, Cribbs 1-(-6). 

Passing: Minnesota, W. Wilson 20-34-1-298. 
San Francisco, Montana 12-26-1-109, 
Young 12-17-1-158, Sydney 0-1-0-0. 

Receiving: Minnesota, Carter 10-227, A. Rice 
4-39, D. Nelson 2-17, Hilton 1-7, H. Jones 1- 
5, Lewis 1-5, Anderson 1-(-2). San 
Francisco, Craig 9-78, M. Wilson 4-50, J 
Rice 3-28, Taylor 2-48, Rathman 2-18, Frank 
1-16, Clark 1-13, Cribbs 1-7, B. Jones 1-7, 
Young 0-2 

Interceptions: Minnesota, Rutland, Lee. San 
Francisco, Fuller. 

Missed Field Goals: San Francisco, 
Wersching 26, 48, 


See 
NFCDI IONAL PLAYOFF 
Washington O18 7,091 
Chicago. Peete SOIT, 
First Period 


Chicago: Thomas 2 run (Butler kick), 8:37 

Second Period 

Chicago: Morris 14 pass from McMahon 
(Butler kick), 6:54 

Washington: Rogers 3 run (Haji-Sheikh 
kick), 10:09 

Washington: Didier 18 pass from Wiliams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 14:09 

Third Period 

Washington: Green 52 punt return 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 3:20 

Chicago: FG Butler 25, 10:13 


Team Statistics Washington Chicago 
First downs ie 17. 15 
Rushing 4 8 
Passing 1 7 
Penalty. 2 0 
Third down efficiency 7-14. 413 
Fourth down efficiency.......0-3 12 
Net yards 272. 280 


Plays 59 64 


Average gain 46. 4.4 
Net yards rushing 72 110 
Rushes. 29. 30 
Average per rush 25 37 
Net yards passing 200. 170 
Completed-attempted.... 14-29. 15-29 
Yards per pass play. 67 5.0 
Sacked-yards lost 17. 5-27 
Had intercepted 1 3 
Punts-average 4-42. 4-36 
Total return yardage 144, 115 
Punts-returns 3-66. 242 
Kickotts-returns 4-56. 3-103 
Interceptions. 3-23. 1-0 
Penalties-yards. 3-20. 5-50 
Fumbies-lost 1 1-0 
Time of possession. 27.03. 32:57 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Washington, Smith 16-66, Rogers 6- 
13, Bryant 3-8, Williams 2-(-1), Clark 1-(-6), 
Schroeder 1-(-8). Chicago, Payton 18-85, 
Suhey 4-8, Gentry 2-5, McMahon 25, 
Sanders 2-4, Thomas 2-3 

Passing: Washington, Williams 14-29-1-207. 
‘Chicago, McMahon 15-29-3-197. 

Receiving: Washington, Sanders 6-92, Clark 
4-56, Didier 2-32, Warren 1-16, Rogers 
1-11. Chicago, Gentry 3-43, Payton 3-20, 
Boso 3-19, Morris 2-47, Gault 1-44, 
Mackinnon 1-16, Suhey 1-6, Sanders 1-2 

Interceptions: Washington, Wilburn, Davis, 
Woodberry. Chicago, Richardson. 

Missed Field Goals: Chicago, Butler 48. 


a eae 
AFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

Cleveland ..... ooo Brees 2 crereeee 933 
Denver. V4 sees Tons Weceeee T=3B 
First Period 


Denver: Nattiel 8 pass from Elway (Karlis 
kick), 3:38 

Denver: Sewell 1 run (Karlis kick), 11:08 

Second Period 

Cleveland: FG Bahr 24, 1:41 

Denver: Lang 1 run (Karlis kick), 6:59 


continued 


Southern Comfort has a distinctive, appealing flavor. 
It’s a drink that makes any other drink taste that much better. 


Comfort on the Rocks: Pour 1% jigger of Southern Comfort 
into a short glass with ice. Garnish with lemon, or lime, or cherry. 


wee Clint Didier scored the 
last of Washington's record five 
touchdowns in the second 
quarter of the Super Bowl, 


Third Period 

Cleveland: Langhorne 18 pass from Kosar 
(Bahr kick), 3:44 

Denver: Jackson 80 pass from Elway 
(Karlis kick), 5:03 

Cleveland: Byner 32 pass from Kosar 
(Bahr kick), 8:10 

Cleveland: Byner 4 run (Bahr kick), 11:15 

Denver: FG Karlis 38, 14:50 

Fourth Period 

Cleveland: Slaughter 4 pass from Kosar 
(Bahr kick), 4:12 

Denver: Winder 20 pass from Elway 
(Karlis kick), 10:59 

Cleveland: Safety, Horan ran out of end 


zone, 14:52 
Team Statistics Cleveland Denver 
First downs 25. 24 
Rushing 8 10 
Passing, 15. "1 
Penalty. 2. 3 
Third down efficiency 8-14, TA4 
Fourth down efficiency 1-1 0-1 
Net yards 464. 412 
Plays 70. 67 
Average gain 66. 64 
Net yards rushing 128. 156 
Rushes. 27. 39 
Average per rush 47. 4.0 

Net yards passing 336. 256 

‘<8 Completed-attempted 

26-41 14-26 
‘mp, Yards per pass play 
a f 78. 91 


Sacked-yards lost 

2-20 
Had intercepted 
1 1 


2-25 


Punts-average 2-48, 3-34 
Total return yardage 131 56 
Punts-returns 2.24, 2413 
Kickoffs-returns 5-94. 3-43 
Interceptions. 1-13. 1-0 
Penalties-yards. 7-59. 7-44 
Fumbles-lost 3.3. 2-0 
Time of possession 31:37 28:23 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: Cleveland, Byner 15-67, Mack 12- 
61. Denver, Winder 20-72, Lang 5-51, 
Elway 11-36, Boddie 1-8, Sewell 1-1, Horan 
4-(-12) 

Passing: Cleveland, Kosar 26-41-1-356, 
Denver, Elway 14-26-1-281. 

Receiving: Cleveland, Byner 7-120, Slaughter 
4-53, Brennan 4-48, Mack 4-28, Newsome 
3-35, Langhorne 2-48, Weathers 1-19, 
Tennell 1-5. Denver, Nattiel 5-95, Jackson 
4-134, Winder 3-34, Sewell 1-10, 

Mobley 1-8. 

Interceptions: Cleveland, Wright. Denver, 
Gilbert 

Missed Field Goals: Cleveland, Bahr 45, 
Denver, Karlis 50 


See ee) 
NFC CHAMPIONSHIP 

Minnesota Qatina lane O10 
Washington eer eek 
First Period 


Washington: Bryant 42 pass from Williams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 10:53 

Second Period 

Minnesota: Lewis 23 pass from Wilson 
(C. Nelson kick), 13:00 

Third Period 

Washington: FG Haji-Sheikh 28, 10:30 

Fourth Period 

Minnesota: FG C. Nelson 18, 4:54 

Washington: Clark 7 pass from Williams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 9:45 


Team Statistics 


Minnesota Washington 
First downs 


16. "1 


Rushing 5. 1 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 
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5 . 
They’re not talking. 
uu don’t talk about your hair—you’ve got better 
ings to do. Looks, style, control. You want it, 
syou get THE PUMP? by Vitalis’ Your 


hair will look and feel healthy and 
"manageable. Vitalis. America’s 
est-selling pump spray for men. 

‘Also in Aerosol, Gel, Liquid, 

d Mousse. It’s that simple. 
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THIS PRoDUCT \) 
MAY CAUSE GUM 
DISEASE AND 
TOOTH LOSS 


Passing 4 
Penalty 0 
Third down efficiency 516 
Fourth down efficiency 0-0 
Net yards 280 
Plays. 60 
Average gain 47 
Net yards rushing 161 
Rushes. 34 
Average per tush... 47 
Net yards passing 119 
Completed-attempted 9-26 
Yards per pass play. 46 
Sacked-yards lost 0-0 
Had intercepted 


Punts-average 


Total return yardage 116. 

Punts-returns IST ri 
Kickotfs-returns 3-58. 3-54 
Interceptions. 0-0 4-10 
Penalties-yards 2-10. 348 
Fumbles-lost. 0-0. 0-0 


Time of possession 33:02. 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing; Minnesota, Wilson 4-28, Anderson 4- 
25, D, Nelson 8-15, Rice 1-8, Fenney 2-2, 
Dozier 2-(-2), Washington: Smith 13-72, 
Rogers 12-46, Sanders 1-28, Williams 4-7, 
Clark 1-6, Bryant 3-3 

Passing: Minnesota’ Wilson 19-39-1-243 
Washington, Williams 9-26-0-119. 

Receiving: Minnesota: Carter 7-85, Lewis 4- 
54, Jordan 3-56, D. Nelson 3-25, Rice 1-15, 
Anderson 1-8, Washington: Bryant 4-47, 
Clark 3-57, Allen 1-9, Warren 1-6. 

Interceptions: Washington, Kaufmann. 

Missed Field Goals: Washington, Haji-Sheikh 
38, 47. 


SUPER BOWL XXII 

At San Diego, CA, January 31 
Washington 0s. 1B5sersOssveeane Ph 
Denver 10sec DrrsriQrerseee O10 


First Period 

Denver: Nattiel 56 pass from Eway 
(Karlis kick), 1:57 

Denver: FG Karls 24, 5:51 

Second Period 

Washington: Sanders 80 pass from Williams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 0:53, 

Washington: Clark 27 pass from Williams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 4:45 

Washington: Smith 58 run (Haji-Sheikh 
kick), 8:33 

Washington: Sanders 50 pass from Williams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 11:18 

Washington: Didier 8 pass from Williams 
(Haji-Sheikh kick), 13:56 

Fourth Period 

Washington: Smith 4 run (Haji-Sheikh 
kick), 1:51 


Team Statistics Washington Denver 
First downs 26... o 18 
Rushing Ai 16 
Passing al are 10 
Penalty. 1 2 
Third down efficiency ....... 9-15. 212 
Fourth down efficiency ......0-0..... 0-0 
Net yards 602. 327 
Plays. ae 12. 61 
‘Average gain 84 5.4 
Net yards rushing 280. 97 
Rushes... Ma sihsnadlT, 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


Average per rush... 70. 57 
Net yards passing ... 322. 230 
Completed-attempted ..... 18-30... 15-39 
Yards per pass play... 10.1... 5.2 
Sacked-yards lost. 2-80 5-50 
Had intercepted 1 3 
Punts-average 4-37 7-36 
Total return yardage... 57 108 
Punts-returns 1-0. 218 
Kickoffs-returs . 3-46.... 5-88 
interceptions. are) 1-0 
Penalties-yards.......0..- 665, 5-26 
Fumbles-lost...... 1-0. 0.0 


Time of possession 


individual Statistics 

Rushing: Washington, Sanders 1-(-4), Smith 
22-204, Williams 2-(-2), Bryant 8-38, Clark 
1-25, Rogers 5-17, Griffin 1-2, Denver, 
Elway 3-32, Sewell 1-(-3), Winder 8-30, 
Lang 5-38. 

Passing: Washington, Williams 18-29-1-340, 
‘Schroeder 0-1-0-0. Denver, Elway 14-38-3- 
257, Sewell 1-1-0-23 

Receiving: Washington, Sanders 9-193, 
Smith 1-9, Bryant 1-20, Monk 1-40, Warren 
2-15, Clark 3-55, Didier 1-8. Denver, Nattiel 
2-69, Elway 1-23, Jackson 4-76, Sewell 4- 
41, Winder 1-26, Lang 1-7, Kay 2-38. 

Interceptions; Washington, Wilburn 2-11, 
Davis 1-0, Denver, Castille 1-0. 

Missed Field Goals: Washington, Haji-Sheikh 
46. Denver, Karlis 43. 


RS Sa SE 
PAST SUPER BOWLS 

1967. . Green Bay 35, Kansas City 10 

1968, . .Green Bay 33, Oakland 14 

1969, . .New York Jets 16, Baltimore 7 

1970. . .Kansas City 23, Minnesota 7 

1971. . Baltimore 16, Dallas 13 

1972. . Dallas 24, Miami 3 

1973. . .Miami 14, Washington 7 


1974. . Miami 24, Minnesota 7 

1975. . .Pittsburgh 16, Minnesota 6 

1976. . Pittsburgh 21, Dallas 17 

1977. . Oakland 32, Minnesota 14 

1978. . .Dallas 27, Denver 10 

1979. . Pittsburgh 35, Dallas 31 

1980. . Pittsburgh 31, Los Angeles Rams 19 

1981. . .Oakland 27, Philadelphia 10 

1982. . .San Francisco 26, Cincinnati 21 

1983... Washington 27, Miami 17 

1984. . .Los Angeles Raiders 38, Washington 9 

1985, . .San Francisco 38, Miami 16 

1986. . .Chicago 46, New England 10 

1987. . .New York Giants 39, Denver 20 

1988, . . Washington 42, Denver 10 

=e ee 

SUPER BOWL MVPs 

1967... Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 

1968. . Bart Starr, Green Bay Packers 

1969... Joe Namath, New York Jets 

1970. ..Len Dawson, Kansas City Chiefs 

1971. .Chuck Howley, Dallas Cowboys 

1972, ..Roger Staubach, Dallas Cowboys 

1973. . .Jake Scott, Miami Dolphins 

1974. . Larry Csonka, Miami Dolphins 

1975. . .Franco Harris, Pittsburgh Steelers 

1976. . .Lynn Swann, Pittsburgh Steelers 

1977... Fred Biletnikolf, Oakland Raiders 

1978... Randy White and Harvey Martin, 
Dallas Cowboys 

1979. . . Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 

1980. . . Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh Steelers 

1981, . .Jim Plunkett, Oakland Raiders 

1982. . .Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 

1983, . .John Riggins, Washington Redskins 

1984. . .Marcus Allen, Los Angeles Raiders 

1985. ..Joe Montana, San Francisco 49ers 

1986. . .Richard Dent, Chicago Bears 

1987. , .Phil Simms, New York Giants 

1988. , .Doug Williams, Washington Redskins 


Full-bodied 
Classic 


Rich, smooth 
Straight 


Refreshing 
Mint 


ey 


Original { 
Wintergreen 


Signature. 


i | For free samples of Skoal Long Cut® 
send to Skoal Long Cut, P.O. Box 2900, Greenwich, CT 06836. 
I certify that] am ___ years of age* 


Taste em all on us. 


“We're so sure you're gonna 
like Skoal Long Cut, we'll 
send you all four flavors 
free. Taste em and see 
why Skoal Long Cut is my 
kind of tobacco.” 

—Walt Garrison 


$8-803 


Name. 


City. 


Address. 
| State. 


Zip. 


Telephone( 


| Are you a regular user of any moist smokeless tobacco? Yes___ No___ 


a | If yes, what brand? 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


*Offer not available to minors. Offer good in U.S.A. Void where prohibited by law. 


(©1988 US. Tobacco Co. 


FAME 


The pro football Hall of Fame added a new 
page to its membership roster—Alan Page. 
He will join Jack Ham, Fred Biletnikoff, and 
Mike Ditka as the class of 1988. They will be 
inducted on July 30 in Canton, Ohio. 


ALAN PAGE 


The ceremony will also be homecoming for 
Alan Page, who is the first Canton native ever 
to be so honored. He achieved fame on the 
gridiron as part of another famous foursome, 
the “Purple People Eaters” (Carl Eller, Jim 
Marshall, Gary Larsen and later Doug Suther- 
land), the defensive line of the Minnesota Vi- 
kings that terrorized opponents in the late 
1960s and early ‘70s. 

Following an All-America season at Notre 
Dame, Page was selected with the first of the 
Vikings’ three opening-round picks in the ini- 
tial NFL-AFL draft in 1967. Bud Grant, begin- 
ning his first year as Minnesota's coach, was 
looking for a player “who can turn a game 
around, maybe even on one play.” Page filled 
the job description. Shifted from end, his col- 
lege position, to tackle in the pros, he estab- 
lished a reputation for durability and quick- 
ness. He never missed a game in his 15-year 
career; in addition to his innumerable tackles 
and sacks, he blocked 28 kicks, recovered 23 
fumbles, and scored 24 points. Starting in his 
second season, the Vikings won 10 Central 
Division titles and four NFC championships in 
11 years and Page went to nine consecutive 
Pro Bowls. In 1971 he became the first de- 


fender ever to win the league's Most Valuable 
Player award. That was also the first of his four 
Defensive Player of the Year honors. 

“A defensive player should think of himself 
more as an aggressor, not as a defender,” 
said Page. “My job is not to sit back and wait 
and then react to what the offense does. My 
job is to go after them.” 

Page was waived by Minnesota midway 
through the 1978 season and immediately 
claimed by the Chicago Bears, for whom he 
played until his retirement in 1981 


MIKE DITKA 


The first tight end to be elected to the Hall of 
Fame, Mike Ditka helped to revolutionize his 
Position. A consensus All-America at the Uni- 


Focus On Sports 


versity of Pittsburgh, he became the Chicago 
Bears’ top draft choice in 1961. He caught 56 
passes for 1,076 yards and 12 touchdowns to 
earn Rookie of the Year honors. He had 58 
receptions in his second season and 59 in 
1963, when the Bears won the NFL champion- 
ship. Ditka had his best season in 1964 when 
he set a record for tight ends with 75 catches. 
He didn't miss a start in six years with Chica- 
go, then was traded to the Philadelphia Ea- 
gles in 1967 for quarterback Jack Concan- 
non. Surgery and injuries curtailed his playing 
time and he was dealt in 1969 to Dallas, for 
whom he contributed a TD reception in’ the 
Cowboys’ Super Bow! VI victory over the Mi- 
ami Dolphins. Ditka retired in 1972 with 427 
catches for 5,812 yards and 43 touchdowns. 
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STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL, 


A. PRO NFL JERSEYS .. 
Full pro cut, double shoulder, short sleeve jersey has 
tapered body. In stock for all teams, Pre-numbered with 
popular player's number. Please specify color or white 
jersey when ordering. 

Adult sizes: oS OM al OXL OXXL 

B. PRO NFL JACKETS... $85.00 ea. 
‘Same STARTER jacket as worn by coaches and players 
‘on the sidelines during NFL games are designed for each 
teams specifications. Quilt lining, fully washable, All 
teams in stock! + 49ers and RAIDERS add $15.00 for 
team lettering across back. 

OS OM oL OXL (XXL $115.00) 

C. NFL SWEATERS 

‘Same as worn by NFL coaches on the si 

NFL games. Acrylic/wool-blend, machine washable, 
Adult sizes: oS GM ol oXL 

ORAMS COWBOYS GSEAHAWKS oSTEELERS 
49ers oPACKERS = OREDSKINS GIANTS 
CDOLPHINS JETS 


MANNY’S’ 


BASEBALL LAND 
340 MAIN STREET, Dept. SSF88 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 


GBEARS aRAIDERS 


.$49.95 ea, _D. NFL REPLICA JERSEYS . 
RAWLINGS V-Neck jersey has ¥% leng 
‘on sleeve striping as teams wear. Screened player number 
pre-printed on front and back with team name on front. All 
teams in stock. 
Adult sizes: 0S OM ol OXL (XXL $24.95) 


E. SWEATSHIRTS... 
50/50 poly/cotton sweatshirts are in stock for all NFL and 
MLB teams, 
Adult sizes: oS OM ol XL (OXXL XXXL $28.95) 

TESHIRTS in stock for all # FOOTBALL + BASEBALL 
HOCKEY & BASKETBALL teams. $10.95 each, 
Adult sizes: OS OM al OXL # (XXL OXXXL $14.95) 


F. NFL COACHES GAME SHIRT............$26.95 ea. 
Same shirt as NFL coaches wear on the sidelines. 50/50 
poly/cotton polo shirt with knit collar, short sleeves, slit 
sideseams and longer tail 
Sizes: oS OM ol OXL in stock for: 
PACKERS STEELERS GRAIDERS BEARS 
BRONCOS ODOLPHINS GIANTS GCOWBOYS 49ers 
VIKINGS GREDSKINS BROWNS oSEAHAWKS 


+++-$19,95 €a, 


JETS 


‘To order by credit card, phone: 
1-800-MANNYS-1 ($15.00 minimum) 
For information & in N.J. phone: 
1-201-488-0154 between 10A.M.SPM. 


|. G. NFL CAPS 


“THE PRO" cap is 100% wool. $16.00 ea. 
CORDUROY cap, $12.95 ea. MESH cap, $10.00 ea. 
All caps have team name embroidered into front. One 
size fits all with adjustable back. 

ALL TEAMS IN STOCK. 


H. EMBROIDERED SWEATSHIRT .......$59.95 ea. 
Rugged STARTER heavyweight hooded sweatshirt has 
full chest embroidery. Same as worn in practice and on 
sidelines. 

Adult sizes: oS OM al oXL 

49ers JETS ORAIDERS GVIKINGS oDOLPHINS 
GBEARS cGIANTS COWBOYS GPACKERS oREDSKINS 


J. GAUTHENTIC GAME HELMET by Riddell. $189.95 
All teams available, One size (large) only. 


K. oTEAM PENNANTS $3.00 ea. All teams in stock! 
BASEBALL — FOOTBALL — BASKETBALL — HOCKEY 


ONFL BEACH TOWEL Large 30"x60", $24.95. All 
teams in stock. Full color, 100% cotton terry. 


STADIUM BLANKET $34.95. Any team! 40"x60". 
Warm fur-like acrylic blend, machine washable. 


oCHRISTMAS ORNAMENT $5.95 Unbreakable satin- 
wrapped ornaments in stock for all teams, 


+ MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


ITEM 


Send $2 for full catalog— 


FREE WITH ANY ORDER! 


1-3 week delivery on most orders 
(4-5 weeks on personal checks). 


+ WE MATCH ANY ADVERTISED 
PRICE! 


+8 Use this form or one of your own. 


Credit Card No. 


TE cE Mal your order to: 
si SY Price -ToTaL MANNY’S BASEBALL LAND 
340 MAIN STREET, Dept. SSF88 
HACKENSACK, Nu 07601 
7 Sub total 
Postage | $3.95 | Name. 
BALL LAND. ‘Total enclosed 
Address, 
OCheck — Money Order . i A 
Credit Card = = ss 
OVISA Omc OAE 
Signature 


Exp. Date. 


Chuck Solomon Focus on Sports 


JACK HAM 


Elected in his first year of eligibility following 
the mandatory five-year retirement period, 
Jack Ham joins Joe Greene as the only Hall of 
Fame members from Pittsburgh's “Steel Cur- 
tain" defense. 

Selected in the second round of the 1971 
draft after an All-America season at Penn 
State, Ham earned a starting role at outside 
linebacker in his rookie year and helped make 
the Steelers the dominant team of the 1970s. 
Like his Hall of Fame classmate Alan Page, 
Ham relied on quickness and smarts. In his 
12-year career, he earned all-pro honors eight 


straight times and the Steelers won an un- 
precedented four Super Bowl titles. In 1975 
he was named the league's Defensive Player 
of the Year. 

Ham minimized his individual contributions, 
emphasizing instead the efficiency of Pitts- 
burgh's championship teams. "If | had been 
with another team, | might not have been 
thought of in the same light,” he said. “We had 
@ unique type of defense [that was] honed 
around the kind of talent we had.” Others felt 
differently, for Ham was the only unanimous 
choice on the NFL's Team of the 1970s. 


HALL 
OF 
FAME 


FRED BILETNIKOFF 


Fred Biletnikoff capped a consensus All- 
America senior year at Florida State by catch- 
ing four touchdown passes in a Gator Bow! 
victory over Oklahoma. He became the No. 2 
pick in the AFL draft in 1965 by the Oakland 
Raiders, and during his 14-year career his 
team never had a losing record. That was due 
in large part to his contributions. Biletnikoff 
had more than 40 receptions 10 years ina row 
and 77 touchdowns, the most in the fran- 
chise's history, When he retired in 1978, he 
was fourth on the NFL receiving chart, with 
589 catches for 8,974 yards. 

The sure-handed Biletnikoff relied more on 
precise moves than blazing speed to get 
open. He played in five AFC championships 
and two Super Bowls and enjoyed his finest 
moment as the MVP in Super Bowl XI in 1977 
when he caught four passes for 79 yards in 
Oakland's 32-14 victory over Minnesota. 

“The thing that is most impressive about 
Fred,” said former Raiders coach John Mad- 
den, “is that he is a man-made receiver, He 
has to work hard for everything he’s got. He 
can catch anything he can touch. That's no 
accident—some receivers might catch 15 or 
20 passes in practice; Fred will catch 100." 
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Seagram's Seven Crown America’s Good Time Spirit. 


If You Know A 44-Weak Rotation 
Can Stop An 1-25 Lead, 


YOU'VE GOT WHAT IT TAKES TO PLAY NFL STRATEGY 


4 i, expanded version of the Tudor Games’ classic is amaz- 
__ ingly realistic. You play football the way you think it should be 
_ played. Coach your team to victory. Send in your choice 
of 46 different NFL offenses or 15 NFL defenses. (Each 
play uses time according to type and 
outcome, like the real thing.) Kick, 
punt, call a strategic time out. 
Play the hash marks, ‘ 
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racy and realism)! : ‘ 
Your only limit is how 
good you are. 


CLEAR AREA SHOWS 
OFFENSIVE AND. 
DEFENSIVE PLAY 
DIAGRAMS 
COMBINED 


The easy-to-carry pigskin- 
textured game case 
features a playing field of 
“Tudor Turf,” confidential 48- 
page NFL playbook contain- 
ing play analyses, coaching tips, 
all existing NFL rules now 

in effect, up-to-the-second 
accurate game timer, durable, 
high-quality, color-coded plastic 
play cards, and scoreboard. 
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Quarterback Doug Williams endorsed 

his own shoes last season. All alone one 
day, he painted a red "W" on the back of his 
plain, white cleats, the "W” standing for Wil- 
liams and Washington, not necessarily in that 
order. Now, all these months later, shoe repre- 
‘sentatives park on his doorstep. Just because 
a shoe fits, however, doesn't mean Doug Wil- 
liams wears it. Williams, the Redskins’ Super 
Bowl XXII hero, has been a relatively invisible 
man since San Diego—by choice, by up- 
bringing, He has been to Walt Disney World 
(as promised in a commercial 15 seconds af- 
ter the Super Bowl) and he's visited “Oprah.” 

“But I'm trying not to go everywhere in the 
world doing banquets,” he said. “Everybody 
could give you a plaque every week. I'm trying 
not to get into that.” 

Doug Williams turned down Mardi Gras and 
Caesar's Palace for arthroscopic knee sur- 
gery. President Reagan invited him inside the 
Oval Office, and he couldn't say no. He did 
say no to drugs in a public service announce- 
ment. He said yes to former Chicago Bears’ 
linebacker Wilber Marshall when it was as- 
sumed he'd denounce the deal that made 
Marshall three times richer than he. He sent 
owner Jack Kent Cooke a letter, congratulat- 
ing him on the Marshall signing and adding, 
“P.S. Thanks for letting me be a part of the 
1987 Washington Redskins.” 

Why write? “It was easier for me to write 
than it was to call,” Williams said, “| mean, you 
just don't keep Mr. Cooke on the phone.” 

His hometown, Zachary, La—about the 
size of RFK Stadium—threw him a parade be- 
yond compare. So what if they forgot the ticker 
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in the Super Bowl 
by TOM FRIEND 


WASHINGTON POST 


pped a storybook season 
th a record performance 


and the tape. In Washington, over $1 million 
was spent on “Doug Williams—Touch of 
Class" T-shirts. In a city that's by and large 
black, he became the area's most popular 
athlete. But the issue of race was irrelevant. 

“| believe that easily," he said. "You know 
what I've found, though? Sometimes, you 
think you appeal to just blacks, but | go 
through the airports, and the little white kids 
probably notice me quicker than their mom 
and dad do. When | was in Disney World, it 
was unbelievable. . . It's not a black and white 
issue. It's kids. | love them." 

A few hours after the Super Bowl, he limped 
into the night on crutches, his injured left knee 
out of adrenaline and very sore. Kids cor- 
nered him, and he signed every autograph. 

“| like kids,” he said. "I can deal with them 
any day. Adults? | hope nobody holds it 
against me, but when I'm dealing with adults, | 
like to deal with elderly ones. When they tell 
you how proud they are of you and of what 
you've been through, that means a lot. Be- 
cause they've seen more than me... .My par- 
ents always said charity begins at home and 
is spread abroad. | grew up with that one.” 

So, this is the Washington Redskins’ latest, 
greatest role model. It isn’t just that he won a 
Super Bowl on a wobbly knee or set a record 
for most Super Bow! touchdown passes or led 
Washington to a record five second-quarter 
touchdowns. It isn't just that he'd been an off- 
and-on starter during the season or that he'd 
ultimately lost his job because of a trick back 
and subsequently cried in front of a TV cam- 
era. Or that he'd lost his wife to cancer in 
1983. Or that he'd played in the USFL and 
when that league folded had only one offer 
back into the NFL. Or that his dad was con- 
fined to a wheelchair or that somebody asked 
him before the Super Bowl, "How long have 
you been a black quarterback?” 


It's all of those things that made his team- 
mates in relative awe of him. Several Redskins 
want to renegotiate their 1988 contracts, but 
they're waiting to see what the Redskins do 
with Williams's contract first. Apparently, a 
couple of networks are in awe, too, because 
his 1987 football season might lead to a 
made-for-TV movie. Subject: his life. If he 
writes a book (and that's under negotiation), it 
should be better than the movie. “I'm in nc 
rush” he said. “No one's got the story | have.” 

continued 
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DOUG WILLIAMS 


Washington Redskins 

His chapter on the Super Bow! season would 
be a long, choppy one with stories involving 
more than just himself. The other Redskins’ 
quarterback, Jay Schroeder, sprained his 
shoulder in Week 1, and, as it turned out, the 
muscle never completely healed. He became 
master of the overthrow, the underthrow, and 
of arms folded (after he'd been benched). Yet, 
Schroeder led the team to six victories. 

Rookie running back Timmy Smith gained 
more yards in the Super Bow! (204) than in the 
regular season (126). He had played only two 
games total in his junior and senior years at 
Texas Tech—due to injuries—and there's still 
a pin in his leg, Redskins coach Joe Gibbs, 
known not to trust rookies, was hesitant to give 
Smith the football and didn't until the season's 
44th week, when George Rogers ran gingerly 
with his head up for the umpteenth time. 

Wide receivers Ricky Sanders and Gary 
Clark had intriguing tales to tell, too. Both are 
former USFL players, and Sanders was actu- 
ally acquired from New England in 1986 for a 
relatively low draft choice. Sanders began 
1987 as the third wideout, behind Clark and 
Art Monk, and he'd team up time and again 
with second-string quarterback Williams dur- 
ing practice on the scout team—a preview of 
things to come. 

By season's end, Sanders might have been 
the team's No, 1 receiving threat, as well as a 
top kickoff-returner. He slushed in the rain to 
catch a game-winning TD from Schroeder 
against the Giants. And in the regular-season 
finale against the Vikings, he caught a hitch 
pass from Williams and sped into the end 
zone for the game-tying touchdown. In the 
subsequent overtime, he returned the kickoff 
to midfield and later made a catch to set up All 
Haji-Sheikh's winning field goal. Nicknamed 
"Slick," he set a Super Bowl record with 193 
receiving yards. 

Meanwhile, Clark, Sanders's roommate, 
made the Pro Bow! and all-Madden team with 
a sometimes ugly intensity. After a midseason 
loss in Philadelphia, he came barreling into 
the locker room, screaming, "We lost to the 
Eagles? The Eagles!" He had caught a touch- 
down in a game in which he wasn't even sup- 
posed to dress because of a leg injury. 

Center Jeff Bostic was demoted to second 
team in training camp and then passed over 
during the season by rookie Ed Simmons and 
replacement player Darrick Brilz, Eventually, 
when starter Russ Grimm injured a knee, the 
Redskins’ line coach, Joe Bugel. settled on a 
front five that included Bostic, and the line was 
sensationally Hoglike through the playoffs, 
keeping Grimm on the bench when he was 
more than able to return. 

On defense, tackle Dave Butz played a 
game against the Jets (the first after the strike) 
after spending the previous day in the hospi- 
tal. Apparently, he'd been out hunting one day 
and drank polluted water that put a parasite in 
his system. Dehydrated and weak, he still 
sacked quarterback Ken O'Brien to secure 
the win. In the playoff victory over the Bears 
and quarterback Jim McMahon, he was 
healthier and even more domineering. 

“One good reason to beat the Bears was so 
McMahon wouldn't have the chance to do any 
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more commercials, sitting on a couch, wear- 
ing sunglasses, and chewing gum with an 
open mouth,” Butz said last winter. 

Behind Butz was a fast and fast-maturing 
secondary. According to defensive coordina- 
tor Richie Petitbon, strong safety Alvin Walton, 
who led the team in tackles, could become 
better than Hall of Famer Ken Houston. Cor- 
nerback Barry Wilburn led the league with 
nine interceptions, plus he had two more in 
the Super Bowl. At the other corner, 5-foot-8 
Darrell Green—considered the league's fast- 
est player—essentially won the Redskins’ two. 
playoff games, In Chicago, with the score tied 
14-14, he caught a punt at midfield, hurdled 
Cap Boso, grabbed his suddenly-pulled-out- 
of-whack ribs, and still waltzed into the end 
zone. Before the NFC title game the next 
week, Green took a pain shot for his sore ribs. 
On a final Vikings’ drive that could have tied 
the game, he belted running back Darrin Nel- 
son at the goal line as Nelson was reaching for 
a final, fourth-down pass. The Skins were go- 
ing to San Diego. 


Bobby Beathard and Joe Gibbs 

Gibbs and general manager Bobby Beathard 
played key roles during the 24-day players’ 
strike. Beathard pul a team together that won, 
all three replacement games. Meanwhile, 
Gibbs never lost touch with his team. When 
the strike ended, the regulars came storming 
back, prepared to play a Monday night game 
against Dallas. But the Redskins—by league 
orders—had to tell them they could not play 
and to return the following week. There were 
hard feelings until Gibbs called them back for 
asecond meeting. 

The ultimate 1987 chapter, however, be- 
longed to Williams, who began and ended the 
season in storybook fashion. Back in the Sep- 
tember 13 season opener against Philadel- 
phia, he walked on the field as an unsuspect- 
ing second-fiddle to Schroeder. In preseason, 
the Redskins had tried to trade him to Los 
Angeles. But the Raiders wouldn't surrender a 
No. 1 pick. Actually, when the USFL folded 
before the 1986 season, Williams had also 
thought he'd become a Raider, 

“Back then, R,C. [rumor control] had me 
going to the Raiders," he said. “They knew | 
was free, but nobody called, and next | know, 
Joe Gibbs called, He asked me if | could han- 
dle being backup quarterback, | said, ‘Yeah,’ 
because right then | wasn't no quarterback. 
So, that was it, Bobby called, and we worked 
‘out the deal. That's how easy it was." 

Williams negotiated his own contract with 
Washington that year but forgot to ask for a 
signing bonus. When he told Beathard he, er, 
ahem, kind of wanted a bonus, Beathard said 
he'd ask Cooke, who agreed. 

“Right then, that let me know they were a 
first-class organization," he said. “Because | 
had signed the contract, they could've told 
me to get the hell oul of the office.” 

Williams threw only one pass that 1986 sea- 
son, yet he never threw a tantrum. “| could 
have bitched because | could have been 
playing. But no sense in bitching because | 
could have been home.” When the Raider 
deal fell through, just before opening day in 
87, he resigned himself to being a backup. 


The Road to the Super Bow! 
When Jay Schroeder injured his shoulder in 
the opener, Williams led the Redskins toa 34— 


24 victory with two touchdown tosses. 

"When | think about the Eagles’ game," he 
said, “what it did, it shed a lot of light on the: 
whole team, the organization. | think it was a 
confidence builder within the organization, as 
in, ‘Now, we're in good shape, We've got two 
guys who can play,’ " 

With Schroeder still out, Williams threw 
three more TD passes the next week at Atlan- 
ta, but the team lost by a point and then lost 
three ensuing weeks due to the strike. Wil 
liams says he sat at home, knowing he'd be 
back on the bench after the strike, He was 
tight, but the team struggled along. In the sec- 
ond quarter of a game against Detroit, 
Gibbs—who had never yanked a quarter- 
back—yanked Schroeder. 

“Shocked me," Williams said.."|'m standing 
there, and all of a sudden, he says, ‘Warrn up, 
you're goin’ in,’ | said, ‘Huh?’ | knew where | 
put my helmet. Yeah, I'd brought it out. You 
don't want to get caught inva situation leaving 
it in the dressing room and them saying, 
‘Doug,’ and you saying, ‘Hold on coach, I've 
got to go get my helmet.’ " 

He conquered the Lions and became the 
starter until, on Thanksgiving Day, he suffered 
back spasms during practice. Williams called 
it bad luck and had to sit and watch Schroe- 
der throw for 331 yards and beat the Giants. A 
couple of days afterward, Gibbs announced 
Schroeder as the new starter, and Williams 
tried his best to control his emotions. "The last 
time | went to the bench, | never dreamed I'd 
get a chance to play again. , .| was ready to 
play my role," he said. 

The day after Christmas, he got a present. 
Schroeder's overthrow/underthrow ratio was 
piling up in the regular-season finale against 
the Vikings, Gibbs made the switch again. “| 
didn't know it was coming, but | wasn't as 
shocked," Williams said. "Because after the 
Detroit game | thought anything can happen 
here." By Super Bowl time, it wasn't just Wil- 
liams, the quarterback, but Williams, the black 
quarterback, the first in the Super Bowl, "The 
way they played up the Super Bowl,” he said, 
“a lot of people probably thought it'd be one 
snap, and, well, we've got history, now let's 
get on with the game." 

While John Elway was favored, Williams be- 
gan favoring his left knee late in the first quar- 
ter when he slipped and twisted it. “The only 
doubt | had was when | first went down,” he 
said. "But when | got up and was able to find 
out the knee was stable, yet in pain, | didn't 
have any doubts, | said, ‘Damn the pain, let's 
go with it." 

After the Super Bow! rout and his subse- 
quent knee surgery, Williams eventually re- 
turned home to Zachary and his six-year-old 
daughter, Ashley, and second wife, Lisa, He 
took Ashley and eight nieces and cousins to 
Disney World. One of the children didn't like 
how Williams would continually stop to sign 
autographs. "We don't want uncle Doug to go 
with us, because he holds us up," she sald, 

Doug Williams had always had a great story 
to tell. His father had worked. at an iron and 
pipe company; his mother had cleaned hospi- 
tal rooms and then become an elementary 
school cook, The sixth of eight children, Doug 
had attended Grambling, been scorned as a 
Tampa Bay Buc, sat out a year of football ina 
contract dispute, lost his wife, and so on. 

Suddenly, in 1987, there was a happy end- 
ing, Or was it a beginning? 
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Lawrence Taylor 


and the Giants are pointing toward 


r The Washington Redskins are trying 
something new this year. After becoming 
the fourth NFC team in a row to win the Super 
Bowl in a rout, they are acting like it never 
happened. "We are not a dominating team,” 
Said coach Joe Gibbs. "We are not a dominat- 
ing team," echoed Gibbs's players in unison, 
much to the coach's delight 

Gibbs claimed he hasn't even noticed a 
pattern of NFC teams treating’AFC teams as 
though they were junior varsity kids at a scrim- 
lage instead of champions in a Super Bowl. 
“I really feel like the teams are equal when 
they come in. | think teams just get a hot hand 
for that day,” Gibbs said after the Redskins 
whipped the Denver Broncos, 42-10, in Super 
Bow! XXII. 

The Redskins aren't busy making commer- 
cials or writing books. The Bears and Giants 
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their season-opening game 
with Doug Williams and the 
Super Bow! champion Redskins. 


set world records for exploitation after vic- 
tories in Super Bowls XX and XXI, but nobody 
‘seems interested in the Redskins, which suits 
Gibbs just fine. When Gibbs was rated the No. 
1 coach of all time in one published pol last 
season, Gibbs said he simply hasn't been 
around long enough to be considered along 
with Don Shula, Tom Landry, and Chuck Noll 
When experts ranked the Redskins no higher 
than the fourth- or fifth-best team in the NFC at 
the end of last season, it was the kind of poll 
Gibbs could endorse without qualification. Let 
history hail the 15-1 49ers of 1984, the 15-1 
Bears of 1985, and the 14-2 Giants of 1986. 
Let them gloat and write. Make the lowly 11-4 
Redskins work and gripe. 

“Several teams that won this right in front of 
us were more dominating teams,” Gibbs said. 
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“We have to be a hard-working team. We have 
to do things right. We're not the kind of gifted 
team that can just go play and win by two or 
three touchdowns.” 

While other teams worry about players re- 
negotiating their contracts, the Redskins went 
out and made an outsider, Wilber Marshall, 
their highest-paid player and the highest-paid 
defensive player in the NFL. Bears coach 
Mike Ditka said his team just “wasn't good 
enough” after the Redskins knocked the 
Bears out of the playoffs for the second year in 
a row. But the Redskins turned around and 
said the same thing. The Redskins were good 
enough to beat the Bears, but not too good to 
ignore the chance to sign Marshall 

“The problem with the NFL is when you're 
On top, everything is geared to try [to] jerk the 
Tug out from under you," Gibbs said. "Your 
schedule is the toughest, you draft last, and 
every team gets up to play you,” 

So the Redskins are pretending they are on 
the bottom. Marshall would have been the first 
player drafted out of the 1988 college crop, 
according to most scouts. Marshall was rated 
better than Auburn's Aundray Bruce when 
Marshall came out of Florida in 1984. At age 
26 and with four years experience and two 
trips to the Pro Bowl, he is clearly a better 
investment for the Redskins than anyone they 
might have drafted this spring. 

“You've got to fight your guts out to get ev- 
ery player you can get,” Gibbs said, "I think 
the only way to survive is to be aggressive 
Fortunately, | work for an owner and general 
manager who are very aggressive about go- 
ing after players.” 

Defensive players in particular have kept 
the NFC on top in recent years. The incredible 
quarterback class of 1983, which was drafted 
exclusively by the AFC, has yet to overcome 
the defenses built by the NFC. Denver's John 
Elway has lost two Super Bowls in a row. New 
England's Tony Eason lost the one before. Mi- 
ami's Dan Marino, Buffalo's Jim Kelly, the Jets’ 
Ken O'Brien, and Kansas City's (now Pitts- 
burgh’s) Todd Blackledge have yet to get 
there. 

“It's a different kind of football in the Super 
Bowl,” Elway told the Rocky Mountain News. 
“| think it's a lot more slug-a-matic. Just beat 
each other up, run each other. We throw a lot 
more against each other in the AFC than they 
do in the NFC as a whole. If you look at the 
teams in the Super Bowl from the AFC, they've 
been primarily throwing teams, There hasn't 
been a great running team from the AFC in the 
Super Bow! since the Raiders.” 

Running and defense are two of the best 
explanations for NFC dominance. In the last 
four years, NFC teams have led in both cate- 
gories. Defense and running usually go hand 
in hand. A team that can't run usually can't 
control the ball long enough to play effective 
defense. Together, running and defense often 
can combat a team—or a conference—that 
relies mostly on passing. 
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Dominance is the trait of only a few NFC 
teams. The AFC actually is more balanced, 
better attuned to the parity that the system 
promotes. The AFC has won or tied the inter- 
conference series each of the past five sea- 
sons, including 1987, when the AFC won 23, 
lost 22, and tied one. Nine of the 14 teams in. 
the AFC had winning records, compared with 
only five in the NFC, But the NFC can argue it 
has more great teams, The San Francisco 
49ers dominated 1987 in every statistic that 
didn't come with a Roman numeral. They 
couldn't get past the Minnesota Vikings in the 
playoffs, The Vikings couldn't get past the 
Chicago Bears in their own division. The five 
NFC playolf teams—Redskins, 49ers, Bears, 
Vikings, and New Orleans Saints—might have 
been the five best teams in football last year. 
Their record against AFC teams was 13-5. 
Take those games away and the AFC won the 
interconference matchups 18-9-1. 

The NFC beat out the AFC for most of the 
top prospects in the draft, This is partly be- 
cause three AFC teams—Buffalo, Indianapo- 
lis, and Seattle—chose to spend their draft 
choices last year to beef up their running and 
defense. The Bills traded for linebacker Cor- 
nelius Bennett, the Colts got running back Eric 
Dickerson, and the Seahawks took linebacker 
Brian Bosworth in the supplemental draft 

Out of the last college crop, the NFC landed 
more firsts than the AFC. Atlanta made Bruce 
the first defensive player drafted. Detroit 
made Miami safety Bennie Blades the first de- 
fensive back drafted after making Kansas City 
pay dearly to get the first defensive lineman, 
Nebraska's Neil Smith. Tampa Bay took the 
first offensive lineman, Wisconsin's Paul 
Gruber. The Rams took the first halfback, 
UCLA's Gaston Green, and the Bears took the 
first fullback, Stanford's Brad Muster. Phila- 
delphia took the first tight end, Oklahoma's 
Keith Jackson. 

The AFC got the first receiver when the 
Raiders landed Notre Dame's Tim Brown, but 
the NFC came away with four of the record six 
receivers drafted in the first round—South 
Carolina's Sterling Sharpe to Green Bay, Mi- 
ami's Michael Irvin to Dallas, Arizona State's 
Aaron Cox to the Rams, and LSU's Wendell 
Davis to the Bears. 


THE WEST this should be a rerun of last 
year's race between the 49ers and Saints, the 
two teams with the best records in football. If 
the Rams can get their revitalized passing at- 
tack in gear, they might have something to say 
About the outcome, but the 49ers and Saints 
remain the favorites. The Saints host the 49ers 
in the Superdome in the season opener in a 
game that could go a long way towards prov- 
ing whether the Saints are for real 

The eyes of San Francisco will be focused 
closely on quarterback Joe Montana, who is 
coming off his greatest season but hasn't led 
his team to a playoff victory since Super Bow! 
XIX. The Rams are retooling with more speed 
‘on offense while their defense frays around 
the edges. The Falcons should win more than 
two games, but maybe no more than four. 
THE CENTRAL Another two-team race 
should keep this division interesting most of 
the year, The Bears have dominated for four 
years with a 29-2 intradivision record and four 
straight titles. But they are playing for the first 
time since 1974 without Walter Payton. The 
loss of linebacker Wilber Marshall and internal 
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bickering over contracts makes this club ap- 
pear headed for a slide. 

The Vikings seem to be on the way up after 
the most surprising playoff performance of 
last season, A disappointing loss to the Red- 
skins in the NFC title game should be enough 
to keep them hungry. 

High draft choices over the last few years 
by Tampa Bay, Green Bay, and Detroit are 
bound to pay off sooner or later. While none of 
the three appears ready to challenge the top 
two yet, any one of them could play a role in 
who wins. The development of highly-touted 
quarterbacks Vinny Testaverde in Tampa Bay 
and Chuck Long in Detroit will determine how 
quickly the future arrives for the have-nots, 


THE EAST From top to bottom, this is the 
toughest division in the NFC, so only one team 
might make it to the playoffs again, The Gi- 
ants, only a year removed from a dominating 
championship, have the advantage of the so- 
Called easier fifth-place schedule. If they can 
hold up on the offensive line, they have the 
talent and experience elsewhere to rebound 
all the way to the top. They host the champion 
Redskins in the opening Monday night game, 
so they have a chance to do to the Redskins 
what the Bears did to the Giants in the first 
game following their Super Bowl victory, 

The Cowboys will rally around Herschel 
Walker and whomever plays quarterback to 
make life tough for the favorites. They are de- 
pending heavily on youngsters Michael Irvin 
‘on offense and Danny Noonan on defense to 
inject life into a franchise that is trying to avoid 
a third straight losing season. 

The Eagles are desperate to win because 
owner Norman Braman has made it clear he 
will settle for nothing less than the playoffs. 
The pressure is on coach Buddy Ryan's de- 
fense, because the offense appears capable 
of holding its own with exciting quarterback 
Randall Cunningham. 

The Cardinals will have at least 70,000 peo- 
ple who think they can win every game. Their 


new Phoenix fans could play a significant role 
in urging the Cardinals to ignore their past as 
well as the hot sun. 

The Redskins are the only team in the 
league that has not suffered a losing season 
since 1981, the year Joe Gibbs arrived as 
coach. Every team in the league has reached 
the playoffs at least once during that span, but 
none is as consistent as the Redskins, No oth- 
er tearn has been able to create and maintain 
an edge as well as the Redskins, who even 
employ two special-teams' coaches, The ad- 
dition of Wilber Marshall should inject an ex- 
citing element into a defense that already was 
far above average. 

“| think the key to our team this year is the 
attitude,” said general manager Bobby Beath- 
ard. “When you win a Super Bowl, most teams 
don't improve in the attitude area the next 
year. We're not going to be a better team just 
because of Wilber Marshall. We're going to be 
better only if the guys come back with some- 
thing to prove." 


orreNse 1988 ALL-NFC TEAM 


WR Anthony Carter, Vikings; Jerry Rice, 49ers 
TE Mark Bavaro, Giants 

T Jim Covert, Bears; Gary Zimmerman, Vikings 
G Bill Fralic, Falcons; Tom Newberry, Rams. 

C Jay Hilgenberg, Bears 

QB Jim McMahon, Bears 

RB Herschel Walker, Cowboys; 

Timmy Smith, Redskins. 

DEFENSE 

E Charles Mann, Redskins, 

Chris Doleman, Vikings. 

T Keith Millard, Vikings; Reggie White, Eagles 
LB Carl Banks, Giants; Mike Singletary, 

Bears; Wilber Marshall, Redskins; 

Pat Swilling, Saints. 

CB Don Griffin, 49ers; Everson Walls, Cowboys 
§ Joey Browner, Vikirigs; Ronnie Lott, 49ers. 
PK Morten Andersen, Saints 

P Jim Amold, Lions, 
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

Give the Saints credit. They paid their dues. 
Not only did they march in with their first win- 
ning season in 21 years, they celebrated their 
manhood with a 12-3 record (second only to 
the 49ers) and a nine-game winning streak 
(second to none). When they tumbled out of 
the playoffs with a 44—10 loss to the Vikings, it 
could hardly prevent owner Tom Benson from 
jumping with joy on the sidelines. 

“One game should not detract from the ac- 
complishments of the 1987 Saints," said 
coach Jim Mora. “This team did more, far 
more, than anyone gave them a chance to do. 
Itis a credit to the players, the coaching staff, 
and the entire Saints’ organization from the 
top down. And this is only the beginning. If we 
continue to work the way we worked last year, 
we can again be a winning team and compete 
for a playoff spot.” 

But just how good are the Saints? Did they 
overachieve? When their most valuable player 
is the place-kicker, Morten Andersen, there is 
reason for suspicion. But there also is reason 
for honest optimism. The nucleus is good, 
young, and promising. Like their coach and un- 
like their owner, the Saints managed to keep 
their feet on the ground while all of New Or- 
leans danced to the unfamiliar beat of victory. 

“If you don't improve in this league, you can 
go quickly from the penthouse to the out- 
house. In one season," Mora said. Having just 
made the opposite trip, the Saints know what 
the coach means. If nothing else, the Vikings 
forced the Saints to focus hard on the future 
by wiping the impressive 1987 slate clean. 

The emphasis in the draft was on offense to 
give their place-kicker some help. Andersen 
‘SAINTS 1987 LEADERS AND NFG RANKINGS is the only player to have scored for the NFC in 
are eas tn ca pe a 8 the Pro Bowl for the last two years. He also 
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RUSH oI7 on 243 38 ag. 5 scored 121 of the Saints’ 422 points in 1987 
TDs. 20d fas Si and is called by Saints’ general manager Jim 
PASSING—Hebert, 164 cf 294 altempts for 2.119 yards and 15 

Th 


ms Finks, the NFL executive of the year, the best 
ae place-kicker he has ever seen 
Doe oe Se ee Quarterback Bobby Hebert, playing the last 
six weeks on a sprained knee, led the club to 
a 10-2 record as the starter. He led the league 
in fewest interceptions for a full-time quarter- 
back, with just nine, displaying the high-per- 
centage strategy of his coach. His passer rat- 
ing of 82.9 was the highest ever for a Saints’ 
quarterback. With Dave Wilson backing up 
RUEBEN MAYES Hebert, the Saints have reliable and exper'- 
| ot BES enced help at the position. The Saints also 
3 drafted San Diego State's Todd Santos as a 
possible third quarterback to compete with 
last year's replacement star, John Fourcade 
While the jury is still deliberating how good 
Hebert can be, itis wise to wait until he has the 
supporting cast every great quarterback can 
boast. That was addressed in the draft with 
the acquisition of Pitt running back Graig Hey- 
ward and Miami receiver Brett Perriman. 
Heyward has the ability to end concer at 
running back, a Saints’ strength the last two 
years unfil Rueben Mayes underwent knee 
surgery. Mayes's production had slipped from 
4.7 yards a carry to 3.8 and the slack was 
taken up by Dalton Hilliard with 808 rushing 
yards and 23 catches. But serious knee sur- 
gery kept Mayes out of his second Pro Bow! 
and necessitated the drafting of Heyward, a 
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250-pound tailback when slim and trim. As if 
Heyward required blocking, the Saints also 
added Oklahoma fullback Lydell Carr in the 
fourth round to compete with incumbents Bar- 
ty Word and Buford Jordan. Carr also is com- 
ing off knee surgery, but he is the kind of lead 
blocker and power runner who could help the 
Saints maintain their position as the No. 1 
ball-control team in football. 

Perriman has the speed to provide the deep 
threat at wide receiver the Saints lack. Al- 
though he played at Miami in the shadow of 
Michael Irvin, Perriman has big-league cre- 
dentials and could contribute immediately. 
Eric Martin's 44 catches led the club last year 
and Mike Jones was a good possession re- 
ceiver. Lonzell Hill had a decent rookie sea- 
son, but nobody emerged as a burner who 
scared defenses. At tight end, the Saints have 
two productive, dependable players in Hoby 
Brenner and John Tice. They will be joined by 
fifth-rounder Greg Scales of Wake Forest. 

The offensive line depends largely on how 
much its largest player, left tackle Jim Dom- 
browski, can continue to improve, A surprise 
was the quick development of rookie Steve 
Trapilo into a starter at right guard. Joel Hil- 
genberg got a job when Steve Korte was hurt 
and now Korte may move to left guard, where 
Brad Edelman made the Pro Bowl. The right 
tackle remains in the capable hands of Stan 
Brock. Experienced backups include Daren 
Gilbert and Chuck Commiskey, 

The Saints were outstanding on defense 
last year, the real key to their success, They 
ranked fourth in the league in overall yardage 
alloved—third against the run and sixth 
against the pass. They gave up only 283 
points, fifth-fewest in the league, They also 
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had the league's best takeaway-giveaway ra- 
tio (plus 20) and tied for the league in ta- 
keaways with 48, including a league-high 30 
interceptions, Mora will take a repeat perfor- 
mance in every category. 

The return of the injured James Geathers 
should improve the pass rush, and if last 
year's No. 1 draft choice, Shawn Knight, can 
live up to his billing, the defensive line could 
be dominating. Knight missed training camp 
and contributed little all season. Starters 
Bruce Clark, Tony Elliott, and Jim Wilks had 
good years, and so did backup Frank Warren, 
a pass rusher with six sacks, high among line- 
men. The Saints added 300-pound Clemson 
nose tackle Tony Stephens in the third round. 

Linebacking is the strength of the club, 
thanks to former USFL inside linebackers Sam 
Mills and Vaughan Johnson. Although run- 
stopper Mills made the Pro Bowl, it was John- 
son who led the club in tackles and was the 
most consistent player on the defense. Pro 
Bowl player Rickey Jackson and budding star 
Pat Swilling are two of the best unknown out- 
side linebackers in football. Swilling led the 
club in sacks with 10%; Jackson had 9¥%. 
They are capably supported by backups Alvin 
Toles, James Haynes, and Joe Kohlbrand. 

Young defensive backs Milton Mack and 
Michael Adams have a chance to make a con- 
tribution at cornerback, where starters Dave 
Waymer and Van Jakes sometimes had trou- 
ble stopping the big plays. Waymer made the 
Pro Bow! despite criticism and was the lead- 


ing interceptor on the club with five. Second- 
year players Gene Atkins and Toi Cook will 
compete with Brett Maxie and Antonio Gibson 
for the starting safety jobs. 

Andersen alone makes the Saints outstand- 
ing on special teams. He made 28 of 36 field 
goals and all 37 extra-point conversions, His 
nonreturnable kickoffs practically eliminate 
the need for coverage teams. Mel Gray led the 
league in punt returns and finished among the 
leaders in kickoff returns. Brian Hansen had 
19 punts downed inside the 20. Special teams 
contributed a club-record eight blocked 
kicks, three of which were returned for TDs, 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 
The 49ers were the undisputed champions of 
the National Football League in 1987. Unfortu- 
nately, the regular season ended and the 
Playoffs stretched into 1988. For the 49ers to 
extend their current expectations into 1989, 
they plan a few changes. 

They have lost three straight playoff games 
since winning Super Bow! XIX. They have won 
33 regular-season games in the last three 
years and made all kinds of money from gen- 
erous owner Eddie DeBartolo Jr., but some- 
thing happens when the going gets tough. 

The 49ers of 1987 won more games than 
anyone else, and finished first in offense and 
first in defense. They had the No. 1 passer in 
quarterback Joe Montana and the No. 1 scor- 
erin receiver Jerry Rice, They scored the most 
points and gave up the third-fewest. They 
were tops in rushing offense and in passing 
defense. But they couldn't make it out of their 
own back yard in the playoffs, losing to the 
wild-card Minnesota Vikings in round one. 

Most disturbing, they are faced with a 
“quarterback controversy" in the frightening 
tradition of what-have-you-done-for-me-lately. 
Montana was yanked by coach Bill Walsh dur. 
ing the Minnesota loss and replaced by Steve 
Young. Incredibly, Montana has not led the 
49ers to a touchdown in their three playoff 
losses since Super Bowl XIX. Walsh remains a 
Montana fan and was annoyed when inquiries 
about trading him were made public, yet the 
temptation to play Young is growing 
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“Joe will have the most competition he's 
ever had in his career,” Walsh said. “But, on 
the other hand, Joe is determined to deal with 
it, and will deal with it." Montana is worried 
about only one thing. “I don't want to get in a 
position where | think, if | make a bad play, | 
get pulled,” he said. 

So the 49ers are faced with the dilemma of 
having one of the game's all-time great quar- 
terbacks—still relatively young at 32—and 
falling short of the Super Bow! in three straight 
attempts to return. Montana threw 31 touch- 
down passes and completed an astonishing 
66.8 percent of his attempts in leading the 
league in passer rating last season. When De- 
Bartolo discussed a possible trade with San 
Diego for Montana, Walsh apparently was tak- 
en by surprise and announced, “The 49ers 
are not shopping Joe Montana around.” 

Meanwhile, Young looked ready to play full- 
time after throwing four touchdown passes 
against Chicago when Montana got hurt and 
five touchdowns in the next two games as the 


starter. For the season, he threw 10 touch- 
down passes and no interceptions, So the 
quarterbacking future of the 49ers can only be 
described as bright. 

Jerry Rice was phenomenal in 1987. An en- 
core even approaching his statistics would be 
unfair to expect. From start to finish, he was 
the league's player of the year. He caught a 
league-record 22 touchdown passes and ran 
for a 23rd. He set an NFL record by scoring on 
a pass reception in 13 consecutive games. 
Admirers are comparing Rice with the great- 
est receivers who ever played, and he is en- 
tering only his fourth season. 

Yet the 49ers recognize the need for bal- 
ance, so they traded their first-round draft 
choice to the Raiders for Dokie Williams. He is 
a speed receiver who became expendable 
after the Raiders drafted Notre Dame's Tim 
Brown. Dwight Clark is expected to retire and 
Williams will compete with Mike Wilson, John 
Taylor, and Derrick Crawford on the other 


FORTY-NINERS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS, 
‘SCORING—Rice, 138 poinls on 23 7Ds.. 1st 
RUSHING—Craig, 815 yards 07 215 carties, 38 avg, 3 
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PASSING —Monlana 266 of 398 ates for 3.054 yards and 31 
TDs... 1st 

ECENINS—Ciig 66. reepons for 492 ars, 75 ag, 
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Sort yard. O.2avg. 00h % 
PUNTING—Runager, 55 punts. 39:2 avo., longest 56 
yrds. 11th 

PUNT RETURNS—MeLemore, 21 for 265 yards, 126 avg. 1 


TD, 2nd 
_ KICKOFF RETURNS—Rodoers, 17 for 358 yards, 21,1 avg... 
unranked 
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STOP A MOME 


NO OBLIGATION OFFER 
YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


Yes, '87 was a great and exciting year,...the 
49ERS compiled the best record in the 
NFL...posted its fourth consecutive Western 
n Championship...and appear to be 
odds-on favorites by many pollsters to be in 
Super Bowl XXIII. 

We know you won't want to miss any of the 
up-coming season action or miss out on the 
inside information enroute to Super Bowl 
YXill...and when you “Sign Up" with a sub- 
scription to 49ERS REPORT WE CAN 
GUARANTEE YOU WON'T. 


The media critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid in the NFL...let us prove it to you. Sign 
up today and we will send you TWO FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION ISSUES. That's right, we're that 
confident. We will deliver to you the inside 
story on the players, coaches, front office and 


, 
ONE YEAR, 30 ISSUES, $21.95 PLUS $3.00 POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


schedule. In addition, you will receive a H 
BONUS, featuring a full-color centerspread ! 
poster of your favorite players. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Accept you first two issues absolutely FREE at . 
no obligation. Subscribe today and we will | 
enter your name as a subscriber for 28 more 1 
issues, that's 30 in all, at the low price of | 
$21.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling. 1 
That's a savings of over $29 off the regular H 
newsstand price. l 
Examine your Free issues carefully. If they 1 
don't deliver what we promised, simply write } 
us and we will refund the subscription price. ! 
Or if you asked to be “Billed Later,” just write 1 
cancel on the invoice we mail you...either way, | 
you keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 1 
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YES! Sign me up to 49ERS REPORT 
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side. At tight end, John Frank became more 
consistent as a receiver. Pete Holohan, Ron 
Heller, and Brent Jones are backups. 

Of all the impressive statistics the 49ers 
compiled last year, the most surprising was 
their No. 1 ranking in rushing, Long known as 
a finesse passing team, the 49ers proved they 
can run with the best of them without ignoring 
the pass. They finished No. 2 in passing. The 
emergence of the rushing attack coinciding 
with the promotion of big fullback Tom Rath- 
man to the starting lineup midway through the 
season. It enabled Roger Craig to switch from 
fullback to halfback, and the results were 
stunning. The running game catapulted from 
10th in the league in 1985 and 1986 to first. 
Rathman simply knocked people down. Ter- 
rence Flagler and Doug DuBose got virtually 
no playing time as rookies, but should move 
ahead of the aging doe Cribbs. Versatile Harry 
Sydney was a good reserve. 

The offensive line underwent a complete re- 
vamping except for left tackle Bubba Paris, 
who may lose his job to Steve Wallace. Harris 
Barton, last year's No. 1 draft choice, re- 
Placed Keith Fahnhorst at right tackle and 
Bruce Collie and Jesse Sapolu ended up at 
guard, with Randy Cross replacing the injured 
Fred Quillan at center. Jeff Bregel, drafted be- 
hind Barton last year, is coming off an injury 
and could assert himself at guard, where Guy 
McIntyre also is a factor. 

The 49ers spent their top draft choices for 
defense. They used an extra second-round 
pick from the Raiders to land pass-rushing 
specialist Danny Stubbs from Miami. Then 
they used another second-rounder to take de- 
fensive lineman Pierce Holt from Angelo State. 
With their third, they took inside linebacker Bill 
Romanowski from Boston College. The em- 
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phasis clearly demonstrated where the 49ers 
feel they are lacking. Defense got them to the 
Super Bow! in 1984 and it hasn't been as ef- 
fective since, regardless of statistics. 

Ends Jeff Stover and Dwaine Board and 
nose tackle Michael Carter form an adequate 
defensive line, but they haven't had a pure 
pass rusher since Fred Dean. Stubbs could fill 
that role if he can be as effective as he was in 
college. Despite his size (6-3, 250), Stubbs 
garnered 39% sacks. Halt is another rookie 
with pass-rush capability. He is 26 years old 
and is suited more for tackle than end when 
the 49ers use their four-man front. Carter is as 
good a nose tackle as there is, and the 49ers 
want to see more out of backups Pete Kugler, 
Kevin Fagan, Larry Roberts, Charles Haley, 
Clyde Glover, and Doug Mikolas. 

With Jim Fahnhorst and leading tackler 
Mike Walter inside and Riki Ellison returning 
from a broken arm, the 49ers need more out- 
side than inside linebacking help, but Roman- 
‘owski should have an immediate impact on 
special teams. Outside linebacker Keena 
Turner hopes to come back from knee sur- 
gery. Todd Shell and Milt McColl finished up 
on the outside 

The secondary was the strong suit of the 
defense, with safeties Ronnie Lott and Jeff 
Fuller and comerbacks Don Griffin and Tim 
Mckyer all contributing outstanding seasons. 
Opposing quarterbacks completed less than 
50 percent of their passes against this bunch, 
ably backed up by cornerbacks Tory Nixon 
and Eric Wright (depending on a groin injury) 
and safeties Cariton Williamson and Tom Hol- 
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moe. Williamson and Wright are former Pro 
Bowl participants. 

A shakeup in special teams is inevitable 
with the drafting of punter Barry Helton of Col- 
orado in the fourth round. Max Runager 
ranked near the bottom of the league last sea- 
son. Since Ray Wersching is 38, the 49ers 
also spent a draft choice (10th) on a place- 
kicker, Tim Foley of Georgia Southern 
Wersching connected on 13 of 17 field goals 
last year with a long of 45 yards. Del Rodgers, 
Joe Cribbs, and Sydney returned kickoffs. 
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no-name pos Nw! age college 
79, Baron, Haris T 64 260 24 North Carina 
76 Board, Dvaine.....DE 65 248 32 NC. ART 
65 Brena, Jett 8 64 260 24 Soutem Cal 
95 Cafe, Mice NT 62 285 23 SMU 
69 Colle. Bue... .0L 66 275 26 Texas-Atinton 
59 Comeaux Danen..LB 6-1 227 28 Arizona SL 
52 Cooper, George. LB 62 225 30 Michigan St 
59 Cousreau Tom ..LB 63 225 31 Ohio Sale 
B Craig Roger RB 60 224 28 Nebrasa 
8 Craulord, Derrick. WR 5-10 185. 28 Memphis S. 
28 Cribbs. Je. PB 5-11 193 30 Auburn 
St Gross Randy... OL 6-3 265 34 UCLA 
57 Dean, Kevin WB B42 2 TCU 
25 DuBose, Doug. RB S11 190 24 Nebraska 
50) Elson, Riki 18 62 205 28 Southem Cal 
75 Fagan Kevin..DE 6-3 20 25 Mani 
55 Fatwhorst Jim... 1B 64 230 30 Minnesoia 
32 agi Tenene ...AB 60 200 24 Clemson 
6 Frank John TE 63 225 26 OhioSae 
49 Full, Jl. S18 62 216 26 Teas AaM 
11 Gagiana, Bob. 08 63 195 30 UshSbie 
$3 Glover Clyde DE 66 280 28 Fresno Ste 
23 Gain, Don. 8 6-0 176 24 Miodie Tenn St 
54 Hadley. Ron UB 62 240 25 Washingion 
4 Filey, Charles ..-DE 65 230 24 James Madison 
89 Het, Ron TE 63 235 25 Oregon Sate 
46. Holmee, Tom S 62 195 2 Brigham Youg 

Holohan, Pate TE. «6-4 235 29 Notte Dame 
188. Jones, Brent TE 64 290 2% SataCira 
87 Kugler, Pete DL 64 255 29 Pen Sule 
2 Lily Kevin OE 64 265 25 Tulsa 
42 Loft Romie S 6-0 200 29 Southen Cal 
4 Mageum, Ken... WR 6-0 180 30, Sanlod 
53. McColl Milt {8 65 29 29 Staiord 
62 Mointye, Guy G 63 25. 27 Geos 
2 Mekye. Tim. CB 6-0 174 25. Teras-Adington 
97 Mikoles.Doug NT 6-1 270 26 Portand SL 
16 Montana Joe... 08 62 195 92 Nove Dane 
8B Nichols, Cabin... WR 6-4 208 24 Grambling 
20. Noxon, Tory. €B 5-11 186 25 SanDiego St 
77 Pais Bubba... 7 66 306 28 Michigan 
35. Paye.Jotn 08 63 205 23 Soniod 
56 Quilon Fred © 65 266 22 Oregon 
44 Rathmen, Tom. ....FB 6-1 232 26 Neate 
80 Rice, Jery WR 62 200 26 Miss Valley SL 
91 Roberts Lay DE 6-3 264 25 Alabama 
4 Aunager.Max ......P 6-1 189 32 South Carolina 
61 Sopob. Jesse .....0L 64 260 27 Hawaii 
90 Shell Todd 1B 64 225 26 Brigham Young 
72 Stover, Jett DE 65 275 30 Oregon 
24 Syoney. ary FB 60 217 29 Kansas 
82 Taylor John. WR 6-1 185 26 Deleware St 
60 Thomas, Chuck. C 6-3 280 28. Oklahora, 
41 Thomes, ean... DB S11 192 25 TCU 
58 Tune; Kera... LB 62 22 3) Puce 
74 Wallace. Stee... T 65 276 24 Abu) 
99 Wall Michael LB 6-3 238 28. Oregon 
14 Weesching Ray ....PK 5-11 215 38 Calloma 
27 Wiliamson, Canon S60 204 30 Pitsburgh 
85 Witson, Mike. WR 6-3 215 30. Washington 
21 Wight Eric CB G1 185 29 Missour 
8 Yong Ste. 08 62 200 27 Brigham Youg 

DRAFTEES 

name pos h_wi_callege 
2 Subbs Daniel DE 63 250. Miami 
2 Holt Piece: OT 64 274 Angele Sate 
3 Romanowski Bil.8 63 227 Buslon College 
4 Hellon, Bary 64 190 Colorado 
T Brant Kevin LB 6-1 218 Delaware State 
8 Clixkson Lary OT 6-7 287 Montara 
9 Bonne, Bian 1B 62 221 Minnesota 
10 Fol, tim PK 5:10 225 Georgia Southam 
11 Brooks, Tevance DB’ 5-11 193 Toms A&M 
12 Mita. George (8 60 231 Mani 
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LOS ANGELES RAMS 

After losing Eric Dickerson, the Rams have 
added flash and dash for 1988. Gaston 
Green, Aaron Cox, Anthony Newman, and 
Willie Anderson were their first four picks in 
the first two rounds of a draft that will shape 
their future. They hope they drafted substance 
as well as style. Green is a breakaway back, 
Cox and Anderson are quick little receivers, 
and Newman is a safety. 

One thing is certain: The Rams and their 
faithful will be able to tell quickly whether the 
foursome can contribute. None are projects 
like 1986 No. 1 choice Mike Schad or 1987 
pick Donald Evans. Schad might still be a 
guard or tackle. Evans switched from defen- 
sive end to fullback. The Rams can't afford to 
wait on their 1988 prospects. They need their 
contributions immediately. 

Their 1987 season collapsed in a series of 
foibles befitting a franchise that plays in the 
shadow of Disneyland. After interrupting a di- 
sastrous 1-7 start with a 5-0 streak, the Rams 
lost their last two, including a humiliating 48-0 
closer to the 49ers in the first-ever losing sea- 
son for coach John Robinson, This is a team 
still in the throes of an identity crisis following 
the trade of “franchise player” Dickerson to 
Indianapolis on, appropriately, Halloween. 

Robinson tried to retool his run-oriented of- 
fense by hiring San Diego passing guru Ernie 
Zampese to tutor quarterback Jim Everett. Not 
much clicked until midseason and the Rams. 
finished 27th in the league in passing, This is a 
big year for Everett, who has the system under 
his belt and Green, Cox, and Anderson to help. 
him execute it. All three rookies should fit in as 
soon as they get uniforms to fit. Everett came 
with high expectations at a high price in a 
1986 trade. His 1987 statistics do nothing to 
support his reputation as a talented, strong- 
armed, big-play leader. His passer rating of 
68.4 put him 11th in the NFC, But there was 
more doubt about Everett's supporting cast 
than there was about Everett, who will be 
backed up by Hugh Millen and Steve Dils. 

Charles White led the league in rushing in 
one of the great comeback stories in sports. 
The forgotten former Heisman Trophy winner, 
found wandering in August in a field and car- 
tying a trashcan lid, admitted a cocaine re- 
lapse and returned to the team under the con- 
dition he be tested daily for drug use. With 
Robinson sticking by him, White responded 
with 1,324 yards, outgaining Dickerson. The 
yardage was only four short of his six-year 
career total entering the season. 

Despite White's achievement, the Rams 
added UCLA's Green to pep up the running 
attack. A big back (besides Evans) to chal- 
lenge veteran Mike Guman is also on Robin- 
son's wish list. The Rams could have had their 
choice of big backs in the draft, but chose 
Green because of his speed. Some teams 
think Green's injury history will relegate him to 
part-time duty, but his talent is unquestioned 
and no coach in the NFL knows him better 
than Robinson, who watched him grow up. 
The Rams drafted a second runner in Missou- 
ri's Robert Delpino in the fifth round, but he is 
a former receiver, not the big-back type. 

Wide receivers Henry Ellard and Ron Brown 
were not the consistent deep threats the 
Rams expected, even though Ellard caught 
51 passes. Brown retired to return to track, 
leaving the club with a bigger need at receiver 
than they thought. Cox is a gifted player with 
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RAMS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Lanslord, 87 points on 36 extra points and 17 field 


goals... 3d 

RUSHING—While 1,374 yards on 324 caries, 42 avg, 11 
TDs. ist 

PASSING—Everel, 162 o! 302 attempts for 2,064 yards and 10, 


TDs... 41th 
RECEIVING-—Ellard, $1 receptions tor 799 yards, 15.7 avg. 3 
TDs. ath 

INTERCEPTIONS —Ivin, 2 for 47 yatds, 235.avp,,1.7D, 38th 
Gray, 2 for 35 yards, 175 avg, 42nd 

(Gromwel, 2 for 26 yards, 140 avg... 46th 
PUNTING—Haloher, 76 punts. 41:3 avp. longest 62 yards. . 4th 
PUNT RETURNS—Ellad, 16 lo 107 yards, 71avg,. .unvanked 
KICKOF RETURNS—Brown, 27 for $81 yards. 31.5 avg. 

47D ath 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
July 30 Cincinnati (Hall of Fame Game al Canton, OH) 
‘August 3 DENVER (N) 
43. SAN DIEGO (N) 
20 HOUSTON (N) 
26 _ALSan Diego (N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
September 4 at Green Bay. pec sere ee 
14 DETROIT . oe TB 


18 alos Angeles Raiders, = 
‘25. al'New York Giants <i ee 

October 2 PHOENIX ’ Pores 
9 


at Alana «20:24 

16. SANFRANCISCO + 1031 

2 SEALE... fees 

30 al New Orleans 1037 

November 6 at Philadelphia ‘ = 
43 NEWORLEANS. 020.24... 1431 

20 SAN DIEGO. ox 

2 atDenvet \ = 

December 5 CHICAGO (N) te 
11 ATLANTA 30 

1B alSan Francisco (N) 0-48 
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the ability to run good routes and get open. 
quickly, a requirement in today's passing 
game. Anderson is a deep threat even though 
not quite so fast. Neither is very big. 

Tight end was a problem that might be 
solved by the addition of former Patriot Greg 
Baty. The Rams let starter David Hill go after 
Damone Johnson caught 21 passes. 

The offensive line is traditionally a strength 
of the Rams and should continue that way 
despite the retirement of guard Dennis Harrah 
following his sixth Pro Bowl. His spot is slated 
for Duval Love, a fourth-year man. Left guard 
Tom Newberry is expected to join the Ram 
Parade to the Pro Bowl. The third-year man 
has justified the Rams making him a second- 
found draft choice from small Wisconsin-La- 
Crosse. Tackles Irv Pankey and Jackie Slater 
are solid bookends mainly responsible for the 
Rams allowing an NFC-low 25 sacks. Slater is 
an all-star, as is center Doug Smith. Backups 
are Robert Cox, Tony Slaton, and Schad. 

Gary Jeter was the Rams' most effective 
Pass rusher again last year with seven sacks 
in a part-time role. But he is 33, not a good 
sign for the line. Shawn Miller and Doug Reed 
are the regular ends with Greg Meisner on the 
Nose. Miller's six sacks led the starters. With 
Alvin Wright and Fred Stokes the only back- 
ups besides Jeter, the Rams drafted Illinois’ 
Mike Piel, Wyoming's Jeff Knapton, and Mon- 
tana's Pat Foster in hopes of finding some- 
body in the late rounds who can assist. 

The Rams are more comfortable at line- 
backer with inside starters Jim Collins and 
Carl Ekern and outside men Mel Owens and 


qs 
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Mike Wilcher. Collins led the club in tackles, 
with 98, 36 more than his nearest teammate. 
Ekern is a leader who is 34 years old. To pro- 
tect against Ekern's age and Collins's injuries, 
the Rams made Purdue's Fred Strickland their 
third and final pick (47th) in the second round 
Strickland had more tackles than Ohio State's 
Chris Spielman last year as he led the Big Ten 
Behind the starters, the Rams also have Nor- 
wood Vann, Larry Kelm, Richard Brown, Kevin 
Greene, and Mike McDonald. 

The secondary is in limbo. Comerback Le- 
Roy Irvin has requested a trade after criticiz- 
ing the team's salary structure. Comerback 
Jerry Gray went to the Pro Bow! last year, but 
that doesn't mean the Rams will be willing to 
dump Irvin. Newman was drafted to shore up 
the safety position, where veteran Nolan 
‘Cromwell is 33 and Johnnie Johnson is com- 
ing off a broken arm. Michael Stewart, Mickey 
Sutton, Clifford Hicks, and Frank Wattelet are 
backups who will be joined by fifth-rounder 
James Washington of UCLA. Newman played 
everywhere in Oregon's secondary and some 
scouts think he can play cornerback. Other 


scouts think he is a better baseball player. He 
has been drafted as an outfielder. 

Punter Dale Hatcher recovered from a poor 
showing in 1986 to average 41.3 yards and 
net an impressive 35.6. Place-kicker Mike 
Lansford made 17 of 21 field goals. Brown 
was one of only five players to return a kickoff 
for a touchdown last season. Although 
Brown's potential as a football player has 
been questioned, his speed is something the 
Rams will miss if he makes good on plans to 
Continue a career in track, Ellard and Hicks 
shared punt-return duties. Cox could contrib- 
ute here, but the hope is he will be too busy 
helping elsewhere. 


RAMS ROSTER 
0. nae os wt age college 
57 Baten, Doug LB «62 2025 N Minos 
BA ay, Gop TE 65 241 24 Suniog 
42 Bell reg RB 5-10 210 26 Nove Dame 
® Brom Rta 1B 63 240 23. Sin Dew St 
50 Colins. Jin 1B 62 230 9 Syracuse 
72 Cox Rebel... T 65 258 25 UCLA 
2) Cromwell, Nolan S61 200 33. Kansas 
8 Dis, Seve OB 6) 191 33. Stniod 
55 Bem, Cal (B63 22 24 San.osoS 
80 Bla, Hemy WR S-11 175 27 Fresno St 
87 Emtvee, Jon TE 64 229 2 Colorado 
34 Gens Donald... FB 62 256 24 Win-Sdem St 
11 Eve Jim 08 65 212 25 Puce 
36 Francis, Jn. RB Sell 207 24. Bose State 
% 8 60 18 26 Teas 
81 Gres Kevin LB 63 238 25 Abu 
44 Guran. Mie FB G2 218 30. Pern Sale 
60 Hara Demis... G 85 285 35 Miami 
5 Hale, Dale P62 200.25 Clemson 
38 HeinuLakei RB. 511.192 23. Brigham Young 
28 Hid, Cilford .... CB 540 188 24 Oregon 
83 House, Kevin, WR 6-1 185) 31. S. Minos 
47 in LeRoy C8 5-11 184 31 Kansas 
$9) Jove, Mak LB 63 282 28 Washinglon 
Tt sees, Gary DE 64 20 33 USC 
86 Johnson, Damone TE 6-4 230 25 Cal Poly SLO 
20 piven Johnie... S61 183. 32. Toras 
52 Kein any LB 64 26 24 Teas ASM 
1 Lanslo, Mae’ PK 6.0190) 30 Washington 
87 Loe, Dua. G 63 200 25 UCLA 
90 MeQoraid, Mike L861 235 30 USC 
24 Meow, Burd B60 205 28. Misssspp! 
69 Mee Greg.....NT 63 285.29. Pitsburgh 
12 Mien Hugh... 0B 5 216 25 Wastinglon 
98 Nill, Shawn. DE 6-4 255 27 Utah Sate 
85 Newtenry.Tom .... G 62 279. 26 Wisc-LaGrasse 
22 Newsome, Vince S61 179 27 Washington 
$8 Owens, Mal 1B 62 %4 30. Michigan 
75. Pankey, iv T 65 280 30 Penn Sie 
$3 Feed. Dou. DE 63 250 28 San Diego St 
82 Fichadson, Craig WA 5-11 16925. Washington 
76. Sch, Mike G 65 290 2 Queen's (Can) 
TB Side, Jade......T 64 275 34 Jackson Sale 
61 Sion. Tony © 63 25 27 USC 
9% Smith Dad. LB G7 230 23. N. Alena 
56 Sith Dow... C63 260 32 Bowling Geen 
2 Stewart, Michael .S S-11 195 23. Fresno State 
65, Sikes. Fred .....DE 63 262 24 Goo, Souham 
49 Sutin Midey CB 58 185 28 
32 Tyrell Tim FB 61 201 27 Ninos 
51 Vann Norwood LB 641 23726. € Carolina 
73, Waller, Jet T 64 205. 25. Memphis St 
41 Watilet Frank. S60 190 30. Kansas 
33 Wile, Charles RB 5-10 190 30 USC 
54 Wikcher Mite... 8 63 235. 28 N. Carina 
98 Whitt Alin NT 62 285 27 Jacksonville 
28 Young, Michasl "WR 6-1 185, 26 UCLA 
dame os wt _ college 
1 Geen. Gason HB 510 194. UCLA 
1 Cox At WR 59° 175. Aizona Stale 
2 Newman, Anthony S60 200 Oregon 
2 Anderson. Wille... WR 511 167 UCLA 
2 Sided Fred LB 62 24 Purdie 
3 Fie Mie DT 6-4 255. Minis 
5 Debio, Robert». RB S11. 201 Missouri 
5 Wasting, Janes 08 6-1 191 UCLA 
Jones Kein RB 5-9 185 Nebvasta 
6 Krapon Je DT 65 240 Wyoming 
8 Frankin, Daryl. WR 5-10 185 Washinglon 
9 Fost, Pal... .0T 8S 245 Montana 
10. Malo, RC OT 55 310 SWiovisina 
32 Beata, Jet. WR 59. 190 Southem Oreoon 
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ATLANTA FALCONS 

Itwould be virtually impossible for the Falcons 
to be any worse than they were last year. For 
that reason alone, optimism is allowed if not 
entirely warranted. They finished 28th in of- 
fense and 28th in defense. They ranked last in 
17 statistical areas, including points scored 
and points allowed, the first time that has hap- 
pened since the 1971 Buffalo Bills. 

The leading sacker was Buddy Moor, a re- 
placement player who returned to his job as a 
plumber in Lexington, Ky., after the strike. He 
had four sacks, not bad for a plumber and 
great for a Falcon. Their top draft choice, 
quarterback Chris Miller, wasn’t signed until 
October 30 and then threw nine interceptions 
in 10 quarters after he got into the lineup. 

The beat goes on. The 3-12 record was the 
club's third 12-loss season in four years. 
When they broke into December with a 21-10 
victory over the Cowboys in Dallas, the Cow- 
boys labeled it the nadir of the franchise's his- 
tory. So, to rid themselves of memories, the 
Falcons cut quarterback Dave Archer, who 
had started the season, receivers Charlie 
Brown and Billy “White Shoes" Johnson, and 
linebacker Reggie Wilkes. That was immedi- 
ately after the season. Others would follow. 

To underscore the seriousness of their 
problems, they drafted two linebackers and a 
tight end in the top 56 choices in the draft. 
Auburn's Aundray Bruce, USC's Marcus Cot- 
ton, and Ohio State's Alex Higdon are not ex- 
pected to turn coach Marion Campbell's 
bunch around in 1988, but they are necessary 
building blocks for the future, which still 
seems a few years away. 

In the first season of his second tenure in 
Atlanta, Campbell didn't know whether to go 
with a one-back or a two-back offense and he 
couldn't decide between a 3-4 and a 4-3 de- 
fense. Players usually determine such strate- 
gy and Campbell had 26 players miss a com- 
bined 145 games because of injury. 


FALCONS 1987 LEADERS AND WFC RANKINGS 
SRE US Oe ea ec 
is. 


Lane OC: bre 2 


PASS Cong 136 of 260 allempts for 1,728 yards and 11 
TOs... 12th 
RECEIVING —Dixon, 36 receptions for 600 yards, 16.7 avg, 5 
TDs. ..24h 


INTERCEPTIONS —Butlr, 4 for 48 yards, 120 a9. 
PUNTING—Donnelly, 61 punts, 440 avg, longest 
st 


PUNT RETURNS—Johnson, 21 for 168 yards, 80 avg... 10th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Slamps, 24 for 660 yards, 27.5 avg. 1 
1D... tst 


a) 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August Alaa 
[KANSAS CITY (N) 
» TAMPA BAY (N) 
27 Washington (ai Birmingham, AL, N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 
September 4 
W 
18 
& 
Oclober 2 
A 
6 
B 
Ey 
November 6 
13 
a 
a 
December 4 
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Meanwhile, owner Rankin Smith is coping 
with attendance that also ranked 28th in the 
league, not helped when all three strike re- 
placement games were played in Atlanta. 
Things were so bad that Smith took the novel 
approach of firing players rather than the 
coaches. Campbell is too nice a guy to finish 
last and also get fired in his first season back. 
His challenge is to erase 1987, because there 
was nothing there on which to build. 

Miller was the last of four quarterbacks who 
saw action last year, and the Falcons hope he 
is the last for years to come. "Our thinking will 
now be centered around Chris," Campbell 
said. “He's got a great arm, a good touch on 
the ball, he's mobile, and he's tough." Scott 
Campbell and Erik Kramer are Miller's back- 
ups. Both played more than Miller last year. 

Miller's receivers are small but fast. Stacey 
Bailey, Floyd Dixon, and Aubrey Matthews all 
averaged more than 16 yards per catch, but 
none is heavier than 170 pounds. The Falcons 
like Smurfs because they drafted two more in 
the sixth and seventh rounds, taking frail 
George Thomas of Nevada-Las Vegas and 
Michael Haynes of Northern Arizona. Dixon. 
led all NFC receivers as a rookie in 1986 and 
was solid again in 1987 with 36 catches, five 
for touchdowns. He is the tall guy in the group 
at 6-1, although second-year man Russell 
Hairston looks like a giant at 6-4, 193, Joey 
Jones (5-8, 165) comes off injured reserve. 

Last year, the Falcons were so frequently 


GERALD RIGGS 


behind they didn’t have a chance to run. Still, 
Gerald Riggs made his third Pro Bowl and 
accounted for 1,074 yards rushing and re- 
ceiving. With 5,407 yards in four years, Riggs 
is behind only Eric Dickerson in yards gained 
in that span. With Kenny Flowers, John Settle, 
and Larry Emery all entering their second sea- 
sons after promising debuts, Campbell has 
the option of going with two backs. Little Syl- 
vester Stamps is a good third-down back with 
hands and speed 

In the one-back set, the Falcons use two 
tight ends, one called the H-back. Ken Whi- 
senhunt played the extra spot until he sat out 
the final five games with a shoulder injury, Ar- 
thur Cox is a good blocker at tight end who 
has also caught 11 passes. The addition of 
Higdon gives Campbell a big, versatile pros- 
pect who can run very well for his 6-5, 252- 
pound frame. 

“We ask these guys to do a lot of blocking, 
but we'd like to see someone emerge as a 
big-play-type receiver to give the offense 
even more diversification," Campbell said. 

The offensive line boasts guard Bill Fralic, 
who may be the most dominating blocker in 
football. Left tackle Mike Kenn is still solid, but 
the other three spots are open for business 
among centers Wayne Radloff and Jamie 
Dukes, guards John Scully and Jeff Kiewel, 
and tackles Brett Miller and Leonard Mitchell 

The defensive line of high draft choices 
Rick Bryan, Mike Gann, and Tony Casillas had 
only 4¥% sacks. Casillas and Bryan missed a 
month each with injuries, “It's a glaring fact 
that our pass rush needs to improve," Camp- 
bell admitted. 

Campbell's preference for the 3-4 was un- 
derscored by adding linebackers Bruce and 
Cotton, who have the speed and pass rush 
capability to contribute immediately. Falcon 
linebackers—Tim Green, Jope Costello, John 
Rade, and Joel Williams last year—have re- 
corded only six sacks in the last two seasons. 
Jessie Tuggle and Michael Reid are expected 
to join the scramble when this year's new jobs 
are distributed. 

The secondary will welcome the return of 
free safety Bret Clark, who broke his leg in the 
1987 opener. Without much of a pass rush, 
this group gets tested regularly. Tim Gordon 


BOBBY 
BUTLER 


and Robert Moore finished at safety and Bob- 
by Butler and Scott Case are the comers. 
Fifth-round draft choice Charles Dimry of Ne- 
vada-Las Vegas, David Croudip, and Elbert 
Shelley will challenge for jobs. "I'm counting 
on this group to turn it up a notch and really 
start making big plays consistently,” Camp- 
bell said. 

Stamps is the NFL's leading kick returner. 
The Falcons hope he doesn't have so many 
chances. Rick Donnelly led the league in 
punting. But "White Shoes" will be missed for 
his punt returns, and the coverage teams fin- 
ished 23rd and 24th in the league. Compared 
with other categories, that was cause for cele- 
bration. But the Falcons want more legitimate 
cheers this year. 


FALCONS VETERAN ROSTER 
n0_name posh wt age college. 
47 Bacanjek Rick. RB S45 217 25 Maryland 
82 Bailey Stacey. WR 6-1 167 28 San Jose SL 
93 Botm, Ron DE 6-3, 253 24° Winois 
96 Brown, Greg OE 65 265 31 Kansas Sale 
77 Biya, Rick DE 64 265 26 Okshoma 

CB 5-11 175 29 Florida S. 

10 Campbell, Scott. 0B 6-0) 195 26 Purdue 
95. Carte, James G 63 26) 25 Ga Soulhem 

25 Case, Scott CB 60 178 26 Oktatoma 

75 Casitas, Tony... NT 6:3. 280° 25 Oktahoma 

‘Clark, Brot S63 198 26 Nebraska 


56 Costello,oe ... LB 6-3 244 28 Cental CT St 
30. Crovdp, David CH 5B 183 29 San Diogo St 


86 Dison Floyd... WR 6-1 170 24 Steen F Austin 
3 Donnely, Rick P 5-11. 190.26. Wyoming 
64 Dues, Jamie, G 6-1 278 24 Flovida State 
24 fine, Lamy. RB 59 195.24 Wisconsin 
39 Evel Major RB. 5:10 218 28. Miss Coll 
48 Flowers, Kenny RB 60 210. 24 Clemson 
79 Fra; Bil G65 220 26 Pitsourgh 
76 Gan, Mike DE 65 275 25 Nove Oane 
44, Gordo, Tim S 60 188 23 Tusa 
99) Green, Tim 1B 62 245 25. Syracuse 
‘66 Hinson, Billy G bt 278 25 Flovida 
21 Hull Chaves. CB S11 195.25. Presbyterian 

Sackson, Lawrence. G 6-1 275 24. Presbyterian 
4 Jones. oo)... WA 58 165. 26 Abba 
78 Kenn, Mie 1 BY 277 32 Michigan 
33 -Knigh Leander. DB. 6:1 193. 25 ‘Monit 
14 Reames. Erk... 0B 6-0 192 24 NC.SL 

B 


1B Luekturst Mick... K 6:2 183. 40. Calfomia 


83 Matthews, Aubrey. WA 5-7 165. 26 Oba Sate 
AD Meyers, Eddie... RB 59 210 29 

87 Middleton. fon... TE 62 252 23. Auburn 

63. Mille, Bret T 67 300 30 towa 

42 Milles Chis 0B 62 195. 23 Oregon 

73 Michel, Leonard. T 6-7 295 30) Housion 

34 Moore. Robert... 5-11 190 24 Nortwesten St 
67 Mraz, Mark DE G4 255. 23 Uh Sale 

59 Rade Jt LB 6-1 240 28 Boise State 
55 Radiol, Wayne. G65 277 27 Gayla 

95 oid, Michoe! LB 62 226 24 Wisconsin 
42 Riggs. Goraid RB 6-1 282 28 Arizona St 

61 Soul, John G 65 270 30 Nove Dame 
44 Sat, Jotn RB 59 207 23 Appalachian 
37, Sholiey, Elbert S 5-11 180. 24 Arkansas St 
29 Stamps, Syvester, RB 5-7 171 27 Jackson State 
64 Strauhers, Tom DL 6-4 285 27 Jackson Side 
58 Tuggle Jessie. .LB S11 225 23 Valdosta St 
45 Whisenhund Ken TE 6-3. 240 26 Genigia Tech 
54 Wiliams, Joel... .LB 6-1 227 32 Wis-La Grosse 
66 Young, Mihell. DE 6-4. 260 26 Arkansas Se 
td_name pos wt_ college 

4 Bice Auncray LB 65 236 Aubun 

2 Cotton, Marcus... LB 63 214 Southem Cal 
3 Higdon, Ales TE 65 252 OhioShle 

5 Ding, Charles CA 6-0 168. Nevada-Las Vas. 
6 Thames, George WR 5-11 164 NevadacLas Vegas 
6 Hoover, Houston... 0G E3262 Jackson Sib 
7 Haynes. Michael. WR 6-2 195 Norther Arizona 
& Brown Pili B63 20 A 

9 Primus, James. RB S411 195. UCLA 

10 Clayton, Sian Of 63 277 Pew Sie 

11 iling, dames... WR 59. 156° Maryland 

12) Wiley, Carer DB 62 216 Virginia Tech 
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‘REDSKINS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING —Haj-Sheikh 68 points on 29 extra points and 13 feta 
goals. 7008 
HIS, O15 ya 18 ale 8 of '6 


PASSING —Seroed. 129 of 267 atlempls for 1,878 yards and 
12TDs...10th 
RECEIVING —Ciark, 56 receptions for 1,066 yards, 199 avg, 7 


TOs. ..6h 
INTERCEPTIONS—Witburn, 9 for 135 yards, 150 avg., 
17D. tst 


PUNTING—Cox, 63 punis, 40.8 avg. longest 77 yards. 6th 
PUNT RETURNS —Yarber, 37 fr 273 yards, 74 avg. 11th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Gafin, 25 lor 478 yards, 19 1 avg. 14th 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

Joe Gibbs is worried, so all must be well. 
“What | worry most about is our division,” said 
the coach of the world champion Redskins. 
“The Giants will be roaring, and they have a 
fifth-place schedule. But | think every team in 
our division is capable of winning it.” 

Including the Redskins. Especially the Red- 
skins. They won last year and added Wilber 
Marshall, who is probably the fastest, most 
versatile linebacker in football. With their top 
draft choice in the second round, the Red- 
skins added a place-kicker, Chip Lohmiller. 
That means this is a team without gaping 
holes to fill. A place-kicker is no more than a 
luxury for most teams. For the Redskins, it is 
icing on the cake. 

The Redskins have proven quarterbacks, 
receivers, and runners, plus a defense that 
can shut down John Elway. But what makes 
them the favorites again is their offensive line, 
specifically tackles Mark May and Joe Ja- 
coby. Gibbs might have good reason to worry 
about NFC East rivals, but none of them has a 
pair of offensive tackles as good as May and 
Jacoby. Since nobody can win without pro- 
tecting the passer, May and Jacoby are good 
enough reasons to give the Redskins the 
edge in a division that is the NFC’s most com- 
petitive from top to bottom. The Giants could 
have two rookies starting at offensive tackle. 
The Eagles and Cowboys have youngsters, 
too. Only the Cardinals compare to the Red- 
skins at the position. 

Gibbs also has depth at quarterback that 
none of his division rivals can match. With 
Doug Williams and Jay Schroeder, he has two 
proven winners, either one of whom could still 
bring a trade bonanza if an offer is there. In 
third-year man Mark Rypien they have a pros- 
pect "who has shown all the promise in the 
world, We definitely want to see him play a 
little this preseason,” Gibbs said. And in sixth- 
round draft choice Stan Humphries of North- 
east Louisiana they think they have another 
quarterback of the future. “He was our top- 
rated quarterback in this draft," said general 
manager Bobby Beathard. People listen when 
Beathard speaks. “He's an exciting quarter- 
back. He's a gunner. He's got the big arm." 

Williams won the job for the playoffs and 
solidified it with his incredible second quarter 
in the Super Bowl. He is a big-play quarter- 
back who stunned opponents by the way he 
stood in the pocket. It was such a different 
style from his days in Tampa Bay, when he 
was so mobile. Williams said it didn't take a 
genius to understand why. In Tampa Bay, he 
was forced to run. His offensive line didn't give 
him a choice. Combining his regular season 
with the playoffs, Williams threw 18 touch- 
down passes and only 7 interceptions, the 
kind of ratio that would rank him among the 
top quarterbacks in the league. Arthroscopic 
knee surgery in March was described as rou- 
tine and shouldn't delay his start. 

Schroeder was a victim of uncharacteristic 
“gut feelings” by Gibbs when he was re- 
placed in two games that were still in doubt. 
Ordinarily, Gibbs is very hesitant to change in 
midstream. Schroeder remains relatively inex- 
perienced. Last year was his second full sea- 
son. He is only 27. 

With Art Monk, Gary Clark, and Ricky Sand- 
ers, the Redskins are deep at wide receiver. 
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"We've got some big-time people out there. 
With Ricky Sanders coming along like he did, 
we just love our first three,” Gibbs said. Clark 
led the club in catches, yards, average, and 
touchdowns during the regular season. When 
Monk was injured, Sanders led the team in the 
postseason, including a Super-Bowl-record 
193 yards. Eric Yarber and Anthony Allen are 
young, experienced backups. 

Tight end is a somewhat forgotten position 
with the Redskins. Last year, Don Warren and 
Clint Didier caught only 20 passes between 
them. But the way Gibbs uses his personnel, 
especially the tight end, makes them invalu- 
able parts in the big picture. Gibbs even goes 
so far as to call Warren “perhaps our most 
irreplaceable offensive part.” Warren blocks 
from the conventional tight-end position, 
blocks as an upback in the | formation, and 
catches in key third-down situations. Didier 
had big receptions in the playoff victory 
against the Bears. With Warren 32 and Didier 
29, Gibbs will be looking for successors from 
among a crop including Terry Orr, Anthony 
Jones, Craig McEwen, and Joe Caravello. 

The emergence of running back Timmy 
Smith in the Super Bow! made Gibbs look stu- 
Pid, according to Gibbs. If Smith was good 
enough to set a record of 204 yards in the 
biggest game of all, why did he carry only 29 
times for 126 yards during the season? It was 
enough to eam the starting job ahead of 
George Rogers, who was nursing a toe injury 
all season. Even in a one-back attack, Gibbs 
has shown he can find a way to utilize all his 
talent. Keith Griffin and young Tim Jessie also 
are on the horizon. Jessie played behind Bo 
Jackson at Auburn and impressed the Bears, 
who drafted him in 1987. 

Specialization is Gibbs's specialty. He says 
it makes pro football exciting. Kelvin Bryant is 
a $900,000 specialist who plays mainly on 
third down. He accounted for 896 yards—406 
tushing and 490 receiving. Tall and relatively 
thin, Bryant has trouble absorbing the pound- 
ing of an every-down back, but he presents a 
tough matchup coming out of the backfield 
Reggie Branch is a short-yardage back. And 
since teams can never have too many run- 
ners, the Redskins drafted little Mike Oliphant 
and Jamie Morris in the third and fourth 
rounds. Both could contribute immediately in 
the kicking game. 

The offensive line of May and Jacoby, 
guards Raleigh McKenzie and R.C. Thiele. 
mann, and center Joe Bostic allowed only 
three sacks in three playoff games. Add “sixth 
starter" Russ Grimm and the Redskins have a 


‘sextet that's started 503 games and been to 
12 Pro Bowls. McKenzie is in only his fourth 
Season and was an 11th-round draft choice. 
Grimm is rated by some as the best lineman of 
the bunch, yet when he was injured, Bostic 
Wouldn't let go of the job and Gibbs left well 
enough alone. Two huge second-year tack- 
les—6-9, 320-pound Wally Kleine and 6-5, 
285 Ed Simmons—join Mark Carlson, Rick 
Kehr, Darrick Brilz, and Eric Coyle as back- 
ups. Kiein will also be tried on the defensive 
line, where he played at Notre Dame. 

The defensive line is another reason to pick 
the Redskins. With ends Charles Mann and 
Dexter Manley facing most of the tackles in 
the division, defensive coach Richie Petitbon 
and his staff have an edge in nearly every 
matchup. For one thing, they don't have to go. 
up against Jacoby and May. Over their ca- 
reers they have nearly 125 sacks. Although 
Manley got most of the publicity last year, it 
was Mann who went to the Pro Bowl and came 
into his own on the left side. When the Red- 
skins beat the Bears in Chicago, it was Mann 
who sealed it in the final moments with two 
sacks. Dave Butz, at 37, is the NFL's oldest 
defensive player. He is the anchor who col- 
lapses the middle to help pave the way for the 
ends. He keeps playing one year at a time and 
nobody can beat him out. Darryl Grant is the 
capable other tackle. The foursome is backed 
by Steve Hamilton, Markus Koch—who will be 
tried at linebacker—and Dean Hamel. All see 
action in various situations. 

Marshall upgrades the linebacking consid- 
erably because he is an impact player, capa- 
ble of blitzing or covering and forcing of- 
fenses to alter game plans. “He can play all 
downs, and that makes me feel real good at 
linebacker,” Gibbs said. Incumbents Monte 
Coleman, Neal Olkewicz, and Mel Kaufman 
are spectacular in at least one regard—their 
longevity and dependability. “We just owe so 
much to Neal, Mel, and Monte for carrying us 
these past seven years. It's been a long time 
since we added anyone there,” Gibbs said. 
Second-year men Ravin Caldwell and Kurt 
Gouveia are ready for more playing time after 
filling roles well last year. 

The defensive backfield also illustrated the 
Redskins’ ability to change on the run last sea- 
son and not skip a beat. Three new starters 
opened in 1987. Strong safety Alvin Walton 
led the team in tackles, with 148—40 more 
than the runner-up. Free safety Todd Bowles 
stepped in and finished second on the club in 
interceptions. Cornerback Barry Wilburn led 
the league in interceptions, with nine—plus 


three more in the playoffs. The holdover was. 
cornerback Darrell Green, who made his third 
Pro Bow! in four years, Last year's top draft 
choice, Brian Davis, played well in the nickel 
defense. Clarence Vaughn, drafted as a line- 
backer, played strong safety and nickel line- 
backer. Dennis Woodberry, Steve Gage, and 
Johnny Thomas provide depth 

Lohmiller is expected to solve the place- 
kicking problems the Redskins have experi- 
enced since Mark Moseley leit. Jess Atkinson 
and Ali Haji-Sheikh shared the job last year 
and punter Steve Cox still attempted the only 
field goal Gibbs tried over 50 yards. Yarber 
returns punts, but when the Redskins needed 
a punt return to beat the Bears, they went to 
Green, who delivered. Griffin returns kickoffs, 
and the Redskins have a proud tradition of 
coverage on special teams. 
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NEW YORK 

The reputation of the Giants is on the line. The 
offensive line, to be exact. The Giants are 
coming off an offensive season that must be 


PHIL SIMMS 
Necetosta 5 for 163 yards, 32.6 avg. 1 TD. 


Fine 65 punts, 427 avo., longest 64 


fine ETUENS dui 42 for 394 yards, 94 avg. 8th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Rouson, 22 for 497 yar, 22.69. 3rd 


‘August 6 AtGreen Bay (N) blamed on more than injury or illness and 

ES mole en the offensive line, 19 febound from 

e embarrassment, they must first revitalize 

PMU) that part of any team that usually goes unno- 
Sa 1987 ticed and unappreciated until it isn’t there. 

SE ee acted The Giants broke no new ground in failing to 

18 ArDales 2433 repeat their 1986 championship. They were 

25 LOS ANGELES RAMS = the seventh straight Super Bowl winner that 

Bes Rt ake ee didn't make it back. But they did set standards 

eae ena pies 217 for plummeting. They went from first to worst, 

23° ALAllanta something none of their predecessors in the 

30 AtDetroit - history of Super Bowls managed in all their 

ee collective futility. Their 0-5 start, including an 

20 PHILADELPHIA 0-3 contribution by the replacement team, de- 

‘27 ALNew Orleans (N) stroyed them psychologically. The replace- 

Decl aoe ment team can't be held entirely responsible 

ee eras "7 because it didn't have much of an example to 


follow. In the end, the regular Giants lost their 
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‘own chance to make the playoffs by squan- 
dering fourth-quarter leads in four of their six 
losses. That's hard to blame totally on a re- 
vamped offensive line or a patched-up re- 
placement team. 

“Let's face it, we choke," explained safety 
Kenny Hill. "We panic and we choke.” 

That could be a problem coach Bill Parcells 
cannot solve merely by shuffling a lineup that 
remains strong nearly everywhere. “| don't 
think this team needs a wholesale overhaul,” 
Parcells said. "I think we do need to make 
some changes, though.” 

A fifth-place schedule allows the Giants to 
play Detroit twice, Kansas City, Atlanta, the 
Rams, and the Jets while division rival Wash- 
ington copes with Chicago, Cleveland, Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati, Houston, and Green Bay. 
This is a real advantage for the Giants, ac- 
cording to Washington coach Joe Gibbs. 

Quarterback Phil Simms, entering his 10th 
season, seems to improve with age. Although 
the Giants lost five of nine games he started 
(he missed three with injury), Simms enjoyed 
his top career quarterback rating, finishing 
second in the NFC to San Francisco's Joe 
Montana with a 90.0 mark. Simms surpassed 
club records in several categories held by 
Charlie Conerly, Y.A. Tittle, Fran Tarkenton, 
and Norm Snead. Behind Simms, the Giants 
have Jeff Rutledge and Jeff Hostetler. When 
Simms was hurt last year, Rutledge threw 
twice as many interceptions as touchdown 
passes, a bad sign. Seventh-round draftee 
Mike Perez of San Jose State will challenge. 

“We just were not as consistent scoring- 
wise,” Parcells said. “Penalties were up. Our 
sacks allowed were up. We just were not mov- 
ing the ball well, up until the last two or three 
weeks of the season." 

Simms's targets are an interesting bunch. 
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Mark Bavaro had 55 receptions and was the 
only tight end besides San Diego's Kellen 
Winslow to lead a team in catches, Bavaro 
averaged an exceptional 15.8 yards a catch, 
six more than Winslow. Plus, Bavaro is one 
of the best blockers among all tight ends, 
even the ones who are primarily third tackles 
Combined with Zeke Mowatt, the Giants enjoy 
the best tight-end situation in football. But they 
would prefer other people catching more balls 
as well 

Running back George Adams was the sec- 
ond-leading receiver, but they would prefer 
that he run better. He averaged only 2.8 yards 
a rush. Lionel Manuel caught 30 passes to 
lead the wide receivers. That was twice the 
number of the nearest wideout, quick rookie 
Stephen Baker, They got only two catches out 
of their No. 1 draft choice, Mark Ingram. A 
third rookie last year, Odessa Turner, may be 
the most promising of the bunch. At 6-2, 200, 
he can run and will get a chance to play full- 
time this season. Veteran Phil McConkey was 
the third receiver last year, and the Giants 
figure somebody should be able to beat him 
‘out. Stacy Robinson is coming off an injury. 

The running attack suffered along with the 
line. Joe Mortis slipped from an average of 
four yards a carry to 3.3 and must rebound to 
keep his job. Backups are Lee Rouson, Ottis 
Anderson, and Maurice Carthon. 

General manager George Young drafted 
defense in 1986, receivers in 1987, and offen- 
sive linemen in 1988. With left tackle Brad 
Benson retiring and right tackle Karl Nelson 
attempting a comeback from Hodgkin's dis- 
ease and shoulder arthritis, the Giants could 
be looking at rookie starters at tackle. William 
Roberts filled in at right tackle last year and 
probably will move to left tackle. Indiana's Eric 
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Moore or Michigan's John Elliott could be 
shoved into the lineup before either is ready 
Moore was drafted in the first round and Elliott 
in the second. Both were projected as first- 
rounders and both have the size and talent to 
produce. Michigan State guard David Houle 
was the sixth-round pick. Guard Chris God- 
frey is coming off a knee injury, so the only 
solid returning linemen from “the Suburban- 
ites" that got to the Super Bowl are center Bart 
Oates and left guard Bill Ard. Reserves Da- 
mian Johnson, Brian Johnston, and Doug Rie- 
senberg also could play leading roles. 

Leonard Marshall, Erik Howard, and Eric 
Dorsey—right to left—are expected to form 
the defensive line, with veteran George Martin 
and ailing nose tackle Jim Burt in reserve, Burt 
has a bad back, not something that is cured 
by playing nose tackle. John Washington and 
Bill Berthuson filled in when Marshall was 
nursing a wrist injury last season. Dorsey will 
get a chance to play full-time in Martin's spot 

Linebacker remains the strength of the club 
following a great season by Carl Banks, the 
latest of the Pro Bowl participants. He had 113 
tackles and 9 sacks in 12 games and joined 
Lawrence Taylor and Harry Carson in Hawaii 
Carson tied the league record with his ninth 
Bowl appearance and Taylor's 12 sacks led 
the team as usual. With Pepper Johnson or 
Gary Reasons starting inside next to Carson 
and with Andy Headen, Byron Hunt, and Rob- 
bie Jones in reserve, no team is stronger or 
deeper at the position 

There could be a shakeup in the secondary, 
where safeties Greg Lasker and Adrian White 
could challenge for starting jobs manned by 
Kenny Hill and Terry Kinard, both banged up 
with injuries last year. Mark Collins emerged 
as a top cornerback before finishing the year 
on injured reserve with a neck problem. Col- 
ins and Perry Williams are the starters, al- 
though Young spent his third draft choice on 
Miami (Ohio) cornerback Sheldon White. Herb 
Welch and Wayne Haddix are subs. 

The defense slipped to seventh overall. in 


yardage allowed, but still ranked among the 
leaders in non-strike statistics. “We still didn't 
make plays in the fourth quarter that we need- 
ed to make," Parcells said. “So stats don't 
mean anything.” The question facing the Gi- 
ants, he said, is, "Can you do what you have 
to do to win [when] you have the opportunity?” 

The punting of Sean Landeta was the high- 
light of the special teams. Improvement is ex- 
pected from place-kicker Raul Allegre, who hit 
only 17 of 27 field goals. Rouson was fifth in 
the league in kickoff returns and McConkey 
provides adequate punt returns, but the cov- 
erage teams left a lot to be desired. 
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WOULD YOU BELIEVE 


(2 OUT OF 3? 


‘ The GIANTS believe. They’ve already set their sights on y 
winning their second Super Bowl in three seasons. But can 
) they do it? Follow their progress in the newspaper that 
has chronicled the GIANT dream for the past eight years: 


In every issue of TGN you get a Super- 
abundance of Giant information: Columns 
and stories from the metropolitan area’s top 
Giant beat writers like Dave Klein, Hank 
Gola and Randy Lange, an interview with 
Head Coach Bill Parcells, Q&A with person- 
nel expert Joel Buchsbaum, the popular 
Insiders Notes, Giant statistics you can’t find 
anywhere else, updated rosters, depth charts 
and I.R. lists, and more! 


We publish weekly during the season—with 
exclusive stories and photos after every 
game, home and away—and monthly in the 


FREE BONUS! off-season, including our special Pre- and 
THE 1988 TGN Post-Draft Issues! And never less than 28 


MEDIA GUIDE! | _ pages per issue. 
It’s our 6th annual WE'RE THE NO. 1 INDEPENDENT NFL 


«{ guide to the Giants— TEAM NEWSPAPER AVAILABLE! JOIN US 
4jand our biggest and AS WE FOLLOW THE GIANTS ON THE 
best ever! Full-color ROAD BACK TO THE TOP! 
cover and 160 pages 
Senate, Mena foes Bt won't hold out! Sign for The GIANTS Ni eekly! 
won’ out! Sign me up fo ie lewswi 
Perper dipeelieditd and Ls peetb aa And send me my FREE 1988 TGN Giants Media Guide! 


our 1988 Media Guide FREE when it’s 1 1 1 Year—only $24.95 (89¢ per issue for 28 issues) Rae 
printed in August! 1 2 Years—Only $45.95 (82¢ per issue for 56 issues) 


O Renewal 
O MasterCard 1 Visa ( Checkenclosed 1 Billme 


DON'T HOLD OUT! | iaaee=erret sori 


] Name 
Mail the coupon TODAY to The GIANTS J aaaress Apt. No. 
Newsweekly, P.O. Box 816, Red Bank, = city State Zip 
N.J. 07701. Or call us TOLL-FREE at 1 Return this coupon to: The GIANTS Newsweekly, 
1-800-843-0215 (in N.J.: 201-747-1085) Bor calt TOLL-taGe enon dascozta (rom s201-747-1065) 
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
The obvious improvement of the Eagles under 
coach Buddy Ryan might not be enough for 
owner Norman Braman. “| expect to be in the 
playofis," Braman said 

Last year, the Eagles finished fourth in the 
East, but their 7-8 record included an 0-3 per- 
formance by the replacement team. Ryan 
Publicly ridiculed his own front office for as- 
sembling the worst players he had ever seen 
The ploy did wonders for Ryan's relationship 
with his regulars, but little for his relationship 
with the front office. Ryan figures if he is to 
survive, the players are the ones who can help 
him more than the executives. On the field, the 
Eagles have some talent. In two years under 
him, they have improved from 5-10-1 to 7-5, 
impressive by any standard. 
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Most of the progress can be measured with 
one yardstick: the quarterback. Randall Cun- 
ningham emerged as one of the league's 
most prolific players. He is exciting and effec- 
tive as both a passer and a runner. Perhaps 
no other quarterback strikes so much fear in 
defenses. Cunningham ranked sixth in the 
NFC in passing, throwing 23 touchdowns and 
only 12 interceptions. He had just one inter- 
ception in his last 139 attempts, indicating a 
growing awareness in only his first year as a 
full-time player, Cunningham led his team in 
tushing, with 505 yards and 3 touchdowns. 
The Eagles scored 34 touchdowns and Cun- 
ningham accounted for 26. The Eagles 
scored more points per game (25.2) than they 
have since 1965. “Randall took over the lead- 
ership role on our offense and matured faster 


EAGLES 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—McFadden, 84 points on 36 extra points and 16 field 


goals. 
RUSHING—Cunningham, 505 yards on 76 caries, 66 avg. 9 
TOs 14th 

PASSING—Cunningham, 223 of 406 allempis for 2,786 yards 
and 2370s. 6ih 

RECEIVING.—Quick, 46 receptions for 790 yards, 172 avp, 11 
TDs... 10th 

INTERCEPTIONS —Foules, 4 for 8yards, 15 avg. 16th 
PUNTING—Teltschik, 62 punts, 38.2 avg. longest 60 yards. 
13th 

PUNT RETURNS—Morse, 20 for 121 yards 6.1 avg, . 13th 
KICKOFF RETURNS — Moise, 24 fot 386 yards, 16.1 avg. 16th 
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than | ever thought he would, " Ryan said. 

Besides making big plays, Cunningham 
calls audibles at the right time, reads de- 
fenses, and throws balls away when they 
should be thrown away—little things that 
make a big difference. “A lot of people said 
he'd never be a quarterback in this league, 
and I'm not just talking about fans; I'm talking 
about people in the NFL,” Ryan said. “Of 
course, Randall's very willing to work at it. He 
not only has the will to win, he has the will to 
prepare to win, and that's what some pros 
don't have.” 

The Eagles added Syracuse quarterback 
Don McPherson to their roster to compete with 
veteran Matt Cavanaugh for a backup spot. 
They promised McPherson a shot at quarter- 
back even though scouts thought he would 
have been a higher draft choice as a receiver 
or defensive back. Cunningham used to hear 
the same argument. "McPherson reminds me 
of Joe Theismann,” Ryan said. 

While Cunningham dazzled with his running 
ability, becoming the first quarterback since 


Chicago's Bobby Douglass in 1972 to lead his 
team in rushing, Ryan knows the conventional 
running game must improve for the Eagles to 
have a chance. That means Keith Byars has to 
shake the foot-injury jinx that has caused him 
to miss his first two training camps. 

“If you can’t run the football, it’s tough to do 
anything,” Ryan said. “It's tough to play de- 
fense, tough to throw the ball, and it just 
makes it that much tougher to win. Keith has 
got to play like we knew he could when we 
drafted him. | know people are sick of hearing 
me tell them what a great player he is, but he 
is a great player. This is the year he's got to 
come through and show them." 

Teamed with Anthony Toney, who out- 
gained Byars, 473-426, Byars can give the 
Eagles one of the best big backfields in foot- 
ball. Michael Haddix is an excellent blocker 
and Junior Tautalatasi is expected to return to 
the form that made him the team’s second- 
leading receiver in 1986. 

‘At receiver, the Eagles are well-stocked 
even if starter Kenny Jackson sticks to his off- 
season decision to retire. That's because Cris 
Carter showed enough in his brief rookie de- 
but for Ryan to pencil him in as a future all-pro. 
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Carter caught only five passes, but two went 
for touchdowns and three for first downs. He 
looks like a good complement for perennial 
all-pro Mike Quick, Over the past five sea- 
sons, Quick has caught more touchdown 
passes (53) than any other NFL player and 
tanks behind only James Lofton and Steve 
Largent in receiving yardage for the same pe- 
fiod. “| wouldn't trade Mike for any receiver,” 
Ryan said. Gregg Garrity, Martin Booker, and 
Ron Johnson add depth 

No. 1 draft choice Keith Jackson adds 
speed and another dimension for Cunning- 
ham to exploit. The Oklahoma tight end is rat- 
ed the best prospect since Kellen Winslow, 
and the Eagles were delighted to get him with 
the 13th pick in the first round, the same spot 
in which San Diego got Winslow. Ryan made 
him a starter within seconds of drafting him, 
sending a message to veterans John Spag- 
nola and Jimmie Giles. Dave Little and Eric 
Bailey also will vie for reserve spots. 

The offensive line cuts its sacks allowed in 
half last year, but Cunningham's mobility gets 
some of the credit. There are still question 
marks on this unit. During the offseason, sec- 
ond-year man Ben Tamburello was promoted 
to starting left guard and former defensive 
player Reggie Singletary was inserted as 
starting right tackle. Converted center Matt 
Darwin played "100 percent better” at left 
tackle than at center last year and Gerry Fee- 
hery became a leader at center. Right guard 
Ron Baker had the highest grades on the line 
the last two years. Third-rounder Matt Patchan 
of Miami will join Adam Schreiber, David Alex- 
ander, Nick Haden, Bob Landsee, Mike Kel- 
ley, Ken Reeves, and Jeff Wenzel in the 
scramble for backup roles. 

Ryan is more confident in his defensive line. 
“It should be the best in pro football,” he said, 
Third in the league in sacks last year, with 45, 
the line got 21 from Reggie White, who plays 
left end and nose tackle and generally wher- 
ever he wants. His presence makes better 
players of tackles Jerome Brown and Mike 
Pitts. Right end Clyde Simmons added six 
sacks and four blocked kicks. Mike Golic, 
Jonathan Dumbauld, and John Klingel are 


among the backups. 

At linebacker, Ryan calls left-side starter 
Seth Joyner “as good as any linebacker in the 
league.” Middle linebacker Byron Evans re- 
placed the injured Mike Reichenbach late last 
year and showed enough promise to start 
again. The right side will be a fight between 
Dwayne Jiles and Ty Allert. Garry Cobb, Ron 
Moten, and Jody Schulz are backups. 

Improvement in the secondary is vital. The 
Eagles finished last in pass defense, mainly 


because teams threw more against them than 
any other team. Ryan traded up to get corner- 
back Eric Allen in the second round. He will 
play opposite Roynell Young, and fifth-round- 
er Eric Everett will get a shot with William Friz- 
zel, Elbert Foules, Cedrick Brown, and D.D. 
Hoggard challenging. Safeties Andre Waters 
and Terry Hoage pleased Ryan more than his 
cornerbacks, who carry a heavy burden in 
Ryan's scheme of defense. If Wes Hopkins 
returns from a knee injury, the situation will be 
even better. Russell Gary and Evan Cooper 
also are around. 

Special teams need a total overhaul. The 
Eagles were near the bottom in the league In 
kickoff retums, punting, punt returns, and 
field-goal accuracy 


0, name posh wl age college 

72 Nevander, David T 69 275 24 Tulsa 

58 Allen TY 1B 62 233 25 Teas 

87 Bae, Ere TE 65 240 25 Kansas SL 
‘63. Bakr, Ron) G 64 274 34 Ovlahoma $1 
2 Bonn, Cetick CB 5-10 182 24 Washington 
99 Biown. Jerome OT 62 288 28 Mari 

441 Byees Keith RB 6-1 238 25 Obio Sale 
80 Cater, Cris WR 63. 194 23. Ohio Sie 

6 Cavanaugh Mat 0B 62 210 32 Pitsburgh 
27 Clemons, Topper RB 5-11, 205. 25. Woke Forest 
50 Cobb, Gary 1B 62 230 31 Souhein Cal 
79) Convell, Joe T 65 286. 27 North Carolina 
21 Cooper. Evan S511 194 26, Midigan 

45 Grawlrd, Charles RB 6-2 2453 24 Oktaiora St 
12 Cunningham, RantallOB 6-4 201 25 Novata-Las\eqas. 
78, Darwin Mat T 64 275 2% Tous AMM 
93 Dumbauld, Jonabn DE 6:4 259 25 Kentucky 

56. Evans Byron. L862 225-24 Aleona 

67 Feetey. Gery C62 270 28 Syracuse 

29 Fouls: ite CB 5-11. 19327 Saale 
38 Friael Wiliam S63. 205 25 N C: Cental 
2% Gamty, Gregg WR 5-10" 169. 27” Penn Sate 
38 Gay, Russel S 5-11 200 29 Nevasta 

83 Giles Jimmie TE 63 240 34 Alam Stale 
50 Goll, Mike DL 65 275 26 Note Dane 
26 Hoodia Nichaol. FB 6-2. 22727 Mississippi S1 
62. Haden, Nick G 62 270 26 Penn Sate 
34 Hage, Tey FS 63 21 2% Groga 

2 Hoggard,DD CB «GO 188 23: NCSL 

48 Hopkins, Wes. FS 1 212 27 

53 is. Dwayne LB 64. 250 27. Texas Tech 
54 dotnson, Aloo LB 6-3. 222 25. Flovida 

5 otmsor: Ron WR 63. 185. 30 Long Boach St 
58 Joye, Set LB 62 248 24 Teasél Paso 
64 Kel, Mik OL 65 280 25 Notre Dane 
97 Kling Jon DE 63.267 28 Kentucky, 
65 Landsoe, Bob ...0L 64 273 24 Wisconsin 
89 Lite Dave TE 62 226 27 Middle Tem 
B McFadden, Paul. K 5-11 166.27 Ye St 
36 Morse, Bobby RB 5-10. 213.23) Michigan St 
74 Pits, Mike DT 65 277 28 

82. Quick Mike WR 62 190 29 NOSL 

6 Reeves, Ken OL 6&5 270 27 Teas hay 
5 Reichenbach Mike LB G2 230 27 East Sroudsburg 
76 Scobey Adam G64 277 26 Teras 

95 Schur, Jody 1B 63 235 28 East Carona 
‘5 Simmons, Choe ...DE 66 276 24 W Carolina 
68 Sigetay,Reoge G63 260 24 NCS 
88 Spannola Job). TE 64 242 31. Yale 

37 Tautlaas union RB 5-10. 210 26 Washington St 
10 Tetschik Jon P62 200 24 Teves 

25 Toney. Antony BBO 227 26 Toa KM 
2 Waters nore SS S11 198 26 Cheyney 

73 Wesel Jet 1 67 270 2% Tulse 

92 Whie.Regge DE 65 285.27 Tennessee 
43 Young, Roynell «CB. 6-1 185.31 Alcorn Sate 
(a rame pos _wi_collge 

7 sbkson, Keith TE 62 242 Okahora 

2 Alen Eric CB 5.9 185 Araona Ste 
3. Paka, Matt T 63 274 Mami 

5 Everett Enc: 8 $10 161 Teas Tec 
6 MePreson.Don 0B 60 183 Syrause 

6 Sting, Rob DB 511 199 Mane 

7 White, Too WR: 5-10 185 Cal Sie-Fulleton 
B Smith, David RB G1 220 Weslem Kentucky 
10 Schuster, Joe DI 65 260 ova 

11 enn, a! DB S10 163 NCSL 

12. Kadusi, Seve. DE 64 239 Brigham Young 
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DALLAS COWBOYS 

Despite two consecutive losing seasons for 
the first time since 1963-64, optimism has re- 
turned to the Dallas Cowboys. There is only so 
much gloom one team can take, only so many 
legs one team can break. The Cowboys think 
they are on the mend. An incredible string of 
broken legs—the same one twice to star re- 
ceiver Mike Sherrard—contributed to a 7-8 re- 
cord in a season broken by a strike. On the 
heels of 7-9 in 1986, it marked a poor start for 
the three-year comeback plan of coach Tom 
Landry. The Cowboys finished 1987 with vic- 
tories over the Rams and Cardinals, ruining 
the playoff dreams of both. The Cowboys 
themselves fell just one touchdown shy of 
making the playotfs—a 44-38 overtime loss to 
Minnesota on Thanksgiving 

Some problems were solved despite the 
problems Landry experienced from top to bot- 
tom, Team owner Bum Bright said he was 
“horrified” by Landry's play-calling and ques- 
tioned the leadership of the front office except 
for president Tex Schramm. When Landry was 
Giving the ball to Herschel Walker, he looked a 
lot smarter. This is the Herschel era in Dallas. 
If the Cowboys find a quarterback who can 
just get the ball to No, 34, it might at least 
scare the Redskins in a very tough division 

To rebound from the unfortunate luck to 
Sherrard and to alleviate the pressure on 
Walker, the Cowboys made talented receiver 
Michael Irvin of Miami their No. 1 draft choice. 
“This should accelerate our return to the liv- 
ing," Schramm said. Irvin was rated the No. 1 
player in the country by the Cowboys, known. 
to do things differently from most in the per- 
sonnel arena. They had him ahead of Notre 
Dame's Tim Brown and South Carolina's Ster- 
ling Sharpe, two receivers drafted before Irvin 
in an unprecedented group of pass-catchers. 
“Mike is an exciting player,” said Gil Brandt, 
director of player personnel. "He'll excite the 
fans and he will excite the other players and 
he will excite our organization." 

Indeed, the Cowboys are confident enough 
in their future to have spent their 11th-round 
draft choice on Air Force defensive end Chad 
Hennings. He has a five-year service commit- 
ment, but the Cowboys remember Navy's 
Roger Staubach 

Quarterback is a question mark Landry can 

only hope is answered by Steve Pelluer, Dan- 
ny White, and Kevin Sweeney. Pelluer per- 
formed well in the final two victories and is the 
starter until further notice. White, 36, wants a 
chance to test a damaged right wrist that has 
altered his throwing motion and threatened 
his career. Sweeney threw four touchdown 
passes in two replacement games and spent 
the rest of the regular season listening to Cow- 
boys fans chant his name. Late draft choice 
Scott Secules is an interesting addition. He 
followed last year's surprise Packer draftee, 
Don Majkowski, at Virginia. 
We have quarterbacks who can win for 
us," said Landry. “Steve is young and he's got 
his confidence back. ..Danny could play a 
very important role as a backup.” About 
Sweeney, Landry said, "We want to see what 
[he] can do. He has some awfully good quali- 
ties. He can really throw. It's just a matter of 
whether he's strong enough to hold up under 
the punishment you have to take as an NFL. 
quarterback.” 

Walker started the final seven games at tail- 
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back after Landry decided he couldn't satisfy 
both Herschel and Tony Dorsett either by pair- 
ing them or alternating them. In those seven 
games, Walker averaged 157 yards (93.6 
rushing and 63.4 receiving). That projects to 
1,500 yards rushing and 1,000 yards receiv- 
ing over a 16-game season. "We are building 
for the future with Herschel as the foundation,"" 
Landry said 

Dorsett requested a trade, but with few 
teams interested in his age and paycheck, 
Landry said he wouldn't mind having him 
around as insurance. Fullback Timmy New- 
some is a solid blocker and receiver, one of 
only four offensive starters left from the Cow- 
boys’ 1985 division championship team. The 
others are center Tom Rafferty, receiver Mike 
Renfro, and tight end Doug Cosbie. Todd 


COWBOYS 1987 LEADERS AND WFC RANKINGS 
hula at 82 poinls on 26 extra points and 22 fed 


‘goals. an 
RUSHING-—Walker, 891 yards on 209 cartes, 43 avg, 7 
TDs 


id 
PASSING—Wnite, 215 of 362 allempis for 2.617 and 12 
TOs... Sth 


RECEIVING —Walker, 60 receptions for 715 yards, 11.9 avg, 1 
1D....Ath 


INTERCEPTIONS—Walls, 5 for 38 yards, 7.6 avg. .9th 
PUNTING—Saxon, 68 points, 39.5 avg., longest 63 
yards. 10th 

PUNT RETURNS—Martin, 22 for 216 yards, 98 avg, 7 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Clack, 29 or 635 yards, 21.9 avg... 


August 8 AS Dn 
1 


ALLA Raiders 
22 CHICAGO (N) 
27 HOUSTON(N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
September 4 at Pittsburgh, ee — 
42. at Phoenix (N) sina oe 
418 NEW YORK GIANTS 33.24 
2 ATUANTA. oe 1021 
October 3a New Orleans (N) — 
9. WASHINGTON 748 
46 atChicago ¢ = 
23 at Philadelphia 237 
30 PHOENIX, 216 
November 6 al New York Giants, 16-4 
13° MINNESOTA (nN) (07) 38-44 
20 CINCINNATI 
24 HOUSTON . 
December 4 at Cleveland Seni 
41. alWashington 20-24 
18 PHILADELPHIA, oe M22 
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Fowler is Newsome's backup. Kick-returner 
Darryl Clack is a good all-purpose back who 
can play behind Walker 

The receiving lineup was manned last year 
by Renfro and replacement team star Kelvin 
Edwards, a castoff of the Saints. Sherrard suf- 
fered a compound fracture of his right leg dur- 
ing a training-camp drill last summer and then 
re-broke the same leg last March while jog- 
ging on the beach. He will miss training camp 
and the preseason, although doctors have not 
Tuled out the possibility he could play in 1988. 
Gordon Banks, Rod Barksdale, Everett Gay, 
Kelvin Martin, and Ray Alexander will vie for 
backup spots. 

The 6-2, 200-pound Irvin has the size and 
speed to dominate either outside or over the 
middle. “It should help our running game con- 
siderably," Landry said. “Irvin should be good 
enough to force the defense to pay attention 
and get off Herschel." 

At tight end, Cosbie is coming off another 
good year to begin his 10th season. He 
should benefit by Irvin's presence, too. Back- 
ups are Thornton Chandler and Steve Folsom. 

A program is needed for the offensive line. 
The Cowboys finished last season with two 
rookies at the tackle spots, Kevin Cogan and 
Daryle Smith. The guards were huge Nate 
Newton and Crawford Ker, but the Cowboys 
spent the third and fourth draft picks to take 
guard Mark Hutson of Oklahoma and tackle 
Dave Widell of Boston College, who could 
challenge for starting spots. Newton weighed 
360 pounds by the end of last season. "It 
might alert him,” Landry said. Last year's 
third-round draft choice, 300-pound Jeff Zim- 
merman, also might be ready to make his 
move. Center was shared by George Lilja and 
Rafferty. Tackle Mark Tuinei was starting until 
sidelined by a knee injury. Replacement play- 
ers Bob White and Steve Cisowski stuck. 


DOUG 
COSBIE 
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Change on defense is also on Landry's 
mind. Last year's No. 1 draft choice, Danny 
Noonan, will replace future Hall of Famer Ran- 
dy White at right tackle, with White being used 
as a pass-rushing specialist at end. Too Tall 
Jones proved he is not yet too old by leading 
the team with 10 sacks. He and Jim Jeffcoat 
are the ends with Kevin Brooks joining 
Noonan as the tackles. Don Smerek, Mark 
Walen, and Robert Smith are backups. 

Second draft choice Ken Norton Jr., the 
boxer's son, will be tried at outside linebacker, 
where Mike Hegman and Jeff Rohrer have 
started for three seasons. Hegman is one of 
three linebackers coming off a fractured leg. 
The others are backup Jesse Penn and mid- 
die linebacker Eugene Lockhart. Lockhart 
was on his way to a Pro Bow! berth when side- 
lined and replaced by Ron Burton, who 
played so well he will be tried outside. Steve 
DeOssie, Garth Jax, and Jeff Hurd also return. 

Second-year comerback Ron Francis held 
up well as a rookie under fire. He started all 
season on the right side and should provide a 
strong tandem with veteran Everson Walls, 
who is 10 interceptions away from Mel Renfro 
as the club's all-time leader. At safety, Bill 
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Bates and Michael Downs could face chal- 
lenges from Vince Albritton and Victor Scott. 
Backups include former basketball player 
Manny Hendrix and Robert Williams. 

Second-year kicker Roger Ruzek is coming 
off an outstanding debut. After joining former 
USFL teammate Walker, Ruzek connected on 
22 of 25 field goals, a welcome surprise, Punt- 
er Mike Saxon has led the league for two years 
in kicks inside the 20-yard line. Kick returner 
Clack and punt returner Martin provide a 
good one-two punch 


COWBOYS VETERAN ROSTER 
0. name pos ht wt age college 
36 Aiton Vince... S62 217 25 Was 
2, Aecaner. Ray... WR 6-4 195 26. Florida ABM 
87 Banks, Goon... WR 5-10. 170 30. Sanoxd 
80 Baste, Rod... WR 6-1 183. 26. Arizona 
40 Bales, Bill S61 199 27 Tennessee 
99 Brooks, Kevin.....0T 66 278 25. Michigan 
15 Burbage, Comell.. WR 5:10 181 23 Keniucky 
57. Burton, Fon 1B 61 245 24 Noth Carolina 
88 Chander. Thomlon. TE 65 242 25 Abana 
70 Cisowss,Sive.....T 65 275 25 Sankt Clara 
42. Clack Daryl. RB 510 220 25. Azra Sle 
84 Cosh, Doug... TE 66 241 32 Santa Cla 
35 DeOsse, Seve. .LB 6&2 249 26 Boson Cole 
33 Dorset Tory RB 5-11 188 34 
25 Downs Mitael.S 63 212 29 Ron 
81 Edwards Kelvin. WR 6:2 205. 24 Liberty 
85 Folsom. Sve... TE 65 236 30 Uth 
4 Fowe, 100d. F863 222 2 Seghen F, Austin: 
38 Francs, Ron... CB $9 199 24 Baylor 
6 Gogan Kevin 1 67 310 24 Washinglon 
27. Haynes, Tormy.....S 60 190 25. Soutemn Cal 
58 Hegmen, Mie... LB 6-1 226 35 Tennessee 8 
45 Hendii, Manny. CB. S10 181.24 Uh 
$2. Hurd, Jef 1B 62 265 24 Kanes Sole 
$3, Jax Gath LB 62 222 25 Florida Sale 
77 dead iv... DE 65 283.27 Aaora tle 
72. Jones Ed DE 69 275. 37 Temessee St 
68 Ker, Craword .... G63 283.26 Florida 
67 Lila Geoige C64 282 30. Michigan 
56 Locka Eugene. LB 6-2 230 27 Howson 
14 MeDona Paul. 08 62 182 30 Soutbom Cal 
83 MarinKelvin... WR 59163 23 Boson Colne 
0, Newsome, Timmy FB. 6-1 235. 30. Winston-Salem St 
61 Newton. Nae... G63 315 27 Flovida ASM 
73, Nooran, Dany ....DT 64 270 23. Nebada 
16 Pelker.Sive 0B 64 208 25. Washinglon 
59 Peon Jesse 1B G3 224 26 Virgina Toon 
4 Raley, Tom... G63 263-4 Pom Sale 
82 enio, Mike... WR 6-0 184 33. TCU 
50. oe. Jet 1B 62 222 3 Yale 
9 Auk Rog. ..K 6-1 190 28. Weber Sale 
4 Saxon Mike... P63 193. 25. San Diego SL 
22 Scot. Vitor S 60 203 26 Coloado 
86 Sherrard. Mie... WR 62 194 25 UCLA 
0 Srek Dov... DL 6-7 255 31 Nevata-Reno 
79 Sih Danie ....T 65 278 24 Temessee 
97 Smit Robert... DE 67 267 26 Grambling 
19 Swosrey, Kevin... 0B 60 193 25 Fresno Ste 
63 Tikneor, Glen G64 275 30, Brigham Young 
7) Tui, Mak T 65 282 2B Hawaii 
95 Wal, Mark... DL 65 262 25 UCLA 
A Was, Heschel. AB 61 225 25. Genigia 
24 Wal Everson... CB 641) 192 29. Grambling 
94 Wats Randy. DE 66 305 25. Catawba 
52 Westeny, Guy... 62 268 24 Hanplon 
65 While, Bo OL 65 257 25 Rhode island 
11 While Dany... 08 63 198. 36 Arizona Shale 
37 White, Ged. FB 5-1) 223.24 Michigan 
54 White Randy... DT 64 263. 35. Mayland 
% Willans, Robot. CB 5-10 190 26 Bayt 
48 Wight. Chates CB 59.178 24 Tusa 
76 Zineesmen.Jet G63 316 23. Florida 

DBAFTEES 

1d_name, pos ht wi__collge 
1) vin Mic WR 62-202 Mian 
2 Nodon. Ken “B62 224 UCLA 
3. Hutson, Mak G 63 22 Okstore 
4 Wedel, David OT 66 280 Boston Collge 
1 Seovles, Scot. OB 6:2 218° Viginia 
7 Hooen Owen...0T 69 308 Degen St 
8 His, Mark RB 57 190 Kenley 
9 Bedlord, Bian WR 6-4 210 Caffonia 
10 Ones, Bly 08 81 198. Pisbugh 
it Hermigs, Chad... OT 65 252 AltForce 
12 Hund Ben... LB 64 230) UCLA 
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PHOENIX CARDINALS 

The Cardinals made more than one move to 
get ready for 1988. The day after owner Billy 
Bidwill received the approval from his fellow 
owners to transfer his franchise from St. Louis 
to Phoenix, he announced the signing of quar- 
terback Neil Lomax to a contract befitting the 
Statistics Lomax produced during a season of 
vindication 

Coach Gene Stallings earned plaudits for a 
job worthy of coach of the year honors. Play- 
ing amid more rumors than fans, the Cardinals 
managed to win four of their last six games 
and miss the playofis only because they lost 
the finale. By the time they got to Phoenix, the 
lowly Cards were even considered contend- 
ers by some citizens who have been so 
Starved for pro football they didn't care who 
Satisfied their craving. Six of the Cardinals’ 
eight defeats were decided by a touchdown 
orless, The seven victories were the most by a 
Cardinal team since 1984. It was enough to 
make Phoenix fans threaten lawsuits over tick- 
ets, which were being distributed according 
to a controversial formula designed by Arizo- 
na State. Since the college owns the stadium, 
it wants some say in who buys the tickets. 

I's a new problem for Bidwill. whose foot- 
ball Cardinals always required special identifi- 
Cation to distinguish them from the more pop- 
ular baseball team. The football team played 
only eight home dates in St. Louis yet still was 
unable to outdraw the baseball team on an 
average date. But in Phoenix the Cardinals 
are a hot item. Just how hot depends some- 
what on the temperature. Former Arizona 
State and NFL coach Frank Kush thinks the 
players could melt. The first day game is 
against the world champion Washington Red- 
skins on September 25, when it could be more 
than 100 degress. 

“| think the move will excite the football 
team, Playing in front of a sellout crowd every 
home game excites all of us," said Stallings. 
The Cardinals were more exciting last year 
than their crowds in St. Louis would indicate 
Lomax directed an offense that ranked sixth in 
both passing yardage and overall yardage. 
Lomax completed nearly 60 percent of his 
passes for 24 touchdowns and only 12 inter- 
ceptions. He led the league with 3,387 pass- 
ing yards and threw for 230 yards or more in 
10 of his 12 games. The result was his second 
Pro Bowl berth and the recognition by his 
peers as being among the elite quarterbacks. 
Only 28, Lomax made the 1987 drafting of 
Kelly Stouffer appear unnecessary if not 
downright foolish. He is the unquestioned 
leader of a team that appeared to be going 
nowhere despite constant rumors of moving. 

"Signing me is the second-best decision 
Mr. Bidwill made after moving here," Lomax 
told his Phoenix audience last spring. “It 
shows he means business here, and | couldn't 
be more pleased." 

“The thing that a quarterback has to do is 
bring his team back from behind, and Neil did 
that a number of times this year, starting off 
with the Dallas game [21 fourth-quarter 
points],” Stallings said. "He brought us back 
against San Diego, even though we didn't win. 
He brought us back against Philadelphia 
[and] from way back against Tampa [28 
fourth-quarter points]. This is one of the traits 
of an outstanding quarterback—to get your 
team back into a position to win.” 

With Cliff Stoudt and Sammy Garza the only 
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backups, another banner year from Lomax is 
crucial for the team, even though seliout 
crowds are practically guaranteed while the 
honeymoon is on. The Cardinals made Ohio 
State's Tom Tupa the No. 1 quarterback drait- 
ed, although he is a better punter. 

A further testimony to Lomay’s skill was the 
Cardinals’ ability to produce on offense de- 
spite injuries to their runners and receivers. 
Roy Green has been hobbled by an assort- 
ment of leg and foot injuries for three years 
Although he has caught 135 passes for 15 
touchdowns during that time, those numbers 
pale in comparison to a healthy Green. J.T. 
Smith continues to baffle the experts. In his 
final three seasons with the Kansas City 
Chiefs (1982-84), he caught only 25 passes. 
Since signing with the Cards as a free agent in 
1985, he's caught 214 passes. In the last two 
seasons, he has caught more (171) than any 
other NFL player. When he was snubbed by 
Pro Bowl voters last season, teammates were 
appalled. His 91 catches were 23 ahead of 
the nearest challenger in the league. Age at 
wide receiver is a concern but not yet a prob- 
lem. Three youngsters will vie for backup 
spots: Ron Brown, Troy Johnson, and Don 
Hoimes. Rookie tight end Robert Await re- 
placed the injured Jay Novacek and caught 
42 passes and 6 touchdowns, earning him at 
least one NFL Rookie of the Year award 

Stallings calls running back one of the 


CARDINALS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Salley, 57 points on $0 exra poinls and 9 field 


als. 13th 
RUSHING—Michell, 761 yards on 208 cates, 38 avg, 3 
TDs. -.6ih 

PASSING—Lomax. 275 of 463 attempts for 3.387 yards and 24 


TDs 
RECEMING—Smih, 91 recepions for 1.117 yards, 123 avg, 8 
1s. 

INTERCEPTIONS —Curis, 5 for 65 yards, 13.0 2y9....7Ih 
PUNTING—Horne, 43 puns, 40.2 avg, longest 57 yards. . Bh 
PUNT RETURNS —Sikahena, 44 for 550 yards, 125 avg. 1 


TD... 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Sikahema, 34 for 781 yards, 224 
29. .6h 


‘SCHEDULE 
August. 4 Al Seattle (N) 
32 NEW ORLEANS (N) 
21 MINNESOTA (N) 
25 _MiKansas City (N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES: 
Seplonber 4 AtCincinati = 
12 DALLAS(N) 24-13 
18 Alanya: co BM 
25 WASHINGTON 1234 
October 2. Al Los Angeles Rams = 
3 PITTSBURGH 
46 AM Washington AB 
23 CLEVELAND = 
30 AlDalls 1621 
Novenber 6 SAN FRANCISCO 2834 
43. NEWYORK GIANTS 28 
20 AtHowsion. 
27 At Pritadelphia 31-19 
December 4 AINew York Giants 730 
30. PHILADELPHIA 23.28 
18 GREEN BAY — 
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strong areas of his team, and drafting TCU's 
Tony Jeffery in the second round made it 
stronger. Stump Mitchell is the club's all-time 
leader in combined yardage and has led the 
team in rushing for three years. Fullback Earl 
Ferrell is big and dependable, but he missed 
the final month with a knee injury. With Vai 
Sikahema and Ron Wolfley, two Pro Bow! spe- 
cial-teams' players, backing up in the back- 
field, the Cardinal runners balance the pass- 
ing game nicely. 

“Our running game was good, but we did 
not protect the quarterback in all areas like we 
need to," Stallings said 

Protection for Lomax is vital, and left tackle 
Luis Sharpe is a Pro Bowl selection in the 
prime of his career. He was helped on the left 
side last year by rookie guard Todd Peat, an 
41th-round surprise who threw around his 295 
pounds with aplomb. Center Derek Kennard, 
guard Lance Smith, and tackle Tootie Rob- 
bins round out the starting unit, with Mike Reu- 
ther, Ray Brown, Gene Chilton, Michael Mor- 
tis, Tom Welter, and Charles Vatterott working 
for backup spots. 

The return of defensive end David Galloway 
from injury and the addition of No. 1 draft 
choice Ken Harvey at linebacker should im- 
mediately improve a unit that ranked 23rd in 
points and 25th in overall yards and passing 
yardage. Galloway missed most of the year 
with a fractured forearm. Stallings had moved 
him from nose tackle to end to take better 
advantage of his pass-rushing skill. “Before 
he got injured, | thought David Galloway 
would be truly a great football player. | think 
he still will be. We went to a 4-3 defense pri- 
marily for [him],” said Stallings. With left end 
Freddie Joe Nunn coming off an 11-sack sea- 
son after moving from linebacker, the Cardi- 
nals should be formidable up front. They will 
be looking for more from their tackles, where 
Bob Clasby and Steve Alvord played well 
against the run. Mark Duda, Aussie Colin 
Scotts, Mark Garalczyk, and end Rod Saddler 
hope for more playing time. Harvey could give 
Stallings the option of the 3-4. 

At linebacker, the Cardinals should pro- 
duce more than they do. With big hitter Niko 
Noga in the middle, flanked by former No. 1 
draft choices E.J. Junior on the right and An- 
thony Bell on the left, Stallings needs more 
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than the five turnovers they caused last sea- 
son. Harvey, the most impressive physical 
specimen in the draft, could help inside or out 
Backups are Charlie Baker, Wayne Davis, and 
lia Jarostchuk 

Outstanding strong safety Leonard Smith, 
who has led the team in tackles for three 
years, and free safety Lonnie Young could 
give the Cardinals a dominating middle, and 
fourth-round draft choice Michael Brim is 
needed at cornerback. The Cardinals not only 
ranked 25th in pass defense, they tied for 
23rd in interceptions, with only 14. Five came 
from sub Travis Curtis. Last year’s No. 2 draft 
choice, Tim McDonald, is also expected back 
from injury to provide depth at safety. At cor- 
nerback, the Cardinals are not so talented or 
deep. Starters Carl Carter and Cedric Mack. 
and backed by Mark Jackson. Mack's two in- 
terceptions were the only ones they got. "We 
were plagued by the big play, whether it was 


at corner or safety. | feel like our secondary 
needs to play better,” Stallings said. 

Kicking has plagued the Cardinals more 
than anything, In the past three years, a pa- 
rade of place-kickers has converted only 48.1 
percent of field goals (38 of 79). The acauisi- 
tion of Al Del Greco last year was promising 
after he connected on four of five. Punter Greg 
Horne joined the team late and averaged 40.5 
yards, but Tupa is expected to get the job. 
With Sikahema established as the league's 
best double-threat kick-return man and Wol- 
fley covering kicks, the Cardinals are consid- 
erably better in those special teams. 
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VIKINGS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—C. Nelson, 75 paints on 36 extra poins and 13 field 


goals. Sth 
RUSHING—D. Nelson, 642 yards on 131 caries, 4.9 avg,, 2 
ah 


Ds 


PASSING—Wilson, 140 of 264 attempls for 2,106 yards and 14 


TDs... 8th 


RECEIVING —Catter, 38 recepions for 922 yards, 243 avg.. 7 
TDs... 19th 


INTERCEPTIONS —Browner, 6 for 67 yards, 112a¥g. 3d 
PUNTING—Coleman, 45 punts, 39.7 avg. longest $4 
th 


yards 
PUNT RETURN-—Lewis, 20 for 275 yards, 125 avg, 17D. re 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Guggemos, 36 for 808 yards, 22.4 


avg. 5th 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

Everybody expects a lot from the Minnesota 
Vikings in 1988. It's because they already 
have such a good start on the year. After los- 
ing three of their final four regular-season con- 
tests last December and backing into the 
playoffs, the Vikings discovered January and 
Anthony Carter. They played as though they 
were outdoors again, enjoying the weather 
while their opponents froze. 

First, they knocked off the Saints in the New 
Orleans Superdome. Then they ousted the 
49ers in Candlestick Park. Finally, they came 
within a catch at the goal line of sending the 
Redskins into overtime in the NFC champion- 
ship game. That's a lot closer than the Denver 
Broncos got in the Super Bowl. 

The result of this surge sticks in the memory 
and erases the December collapse. It makes 
them the early favorites to represent the NFC 
in Super Bowl XXIII. History is on their side in 
that prediction. Three of the last four teams to 
lose the NFC title game have advanced the 
following year to the Super Bowl. The Bears, 
Saints, 49ers, and Redskins all enjoyed better 
regular seasons than the Vikings, but the Vi- 
kings had a better postseason than all but the 
Redskins. Since Super Bowl winners don't 
usually repeat, that leaves the Vikings holding 
the mantle. 

Coach Jerry Burns wonders why. “We've 
played the Bears four times in the last two 
years and won one game,” Burns said. He 
was counting a replacement game loss, the 
dirty trick that did in the Vikings last season. 
They were the only 2-0 pre-strike team to go 0- 
3 with their replacements, and the only 0-3 
strike team to advance to the NFC playoffs. 

Still, they had their chances in December to 
overtake the Bears and lost it at the goal line 
when they failed to score after taking four 
cracks at the Bear defense from the 1-yard 
line. This was more than a one-time problem, 
and if the Vikings indeed plan to knock on the 
Super Bow! door this year, they have to open 
the door at the goal line first. 

Burns has the kind of problem coaches 
don't mind solving at quarterback, where 
Wade Wilson emerged as a legitimate chal- 
lenger to veteran Tommy Kramer. Wilson 
played so well while Kramer nursed a pinched 
nerve in his neck that fans wondered why 
Burns even considered reinstating the 
league's leading 1986 passer. Wilson was 5-2 
as a starter in the regular season and 1-1 in 
the postseason. Kramer started five regular- 
‘season games but finished none. After warm- 
ing the bench for five years, Wilson emerged 
and led the league in average gain per pass. 
He also added a running dimension, leading 
the team in rushing in two games. 

The amazing postseason performance of 
Anthony Carter made rivals wonder where he 
had been hiding. One of seven former USFL 
players acquired by the Vikings, Carter's av- 
erage per catch of 24.3 yards set a club re- 
cord and led the league. He thought he 
should be catching more. Against the Saints, 
he set a league playoff record of 143 yards in 
Punt returns. Against the 49ers, he set a re- 
cord for most receiving yards (227). After 
catching 38 passes during the 12-game regu- 
lar season, he caught 23 in the postseason. 
He should catch more than 38 in ‘88. 

Little Leo Lewis is the other receiver and the 
other punt returner, The third wideout is Has- 
san Jones, with depth provided by Jim Gus- 
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tafson and Greg Richardson. Balance in the 
passing game is achieved by the presence of 
tight end Steve Jordan, who caught 35 balis 
and is a consistent threat. Backups are Carl 
Hilton and Mike Mularkey. 

Darrin Nelson dropped the pass at the goal 
line that could have tied the Redskins, but he 
is remembered for another outstanding sea- 
son as an all-purpose running back. He aver- 
aged 4.9 yards a carry and was the club's 
third-leading pass receiver. A threat to score 
every time, Nelson is joined in the backfield by 
Alfred Anderson, Rick Fenney, and Allen Rice, 
depending on the situation, D. J. Dozier 
scored seven touchdowns as a rookie and 
should contribute more as a runner this year, 
giving the Vikings outstanding depth. 

The offensive line was adequate before the 
draft and now has the potential to be out- 
standing with the addition of Arizona State 
guards Randall McDaniel and Todd Kallis. 
Burns argued for defense, saying no rookie 
offensive lineman would have the experience 
to break into the lineup this year. But in 
McDaniel, the Vikings got the most athletic 
lineman in the draft and one of the most re- 
markable physical specimens in years. If he 
can't earn a job as a starter, he will help the 
team's offseason basketball troupe. David 
Huffman and Greg Koch ended up at guard 
last year and Terry Tausch was injured. Randy 
Rasmussen and Mark MacDonald also will vie 
for spots. McDaniel has the speed to get out- 
side on sweeps for Nelson. Gary Zimmerman 
and Tim Irwin are solid at tackles, with Zim- 
merman named the top lineman in the league 
by his peers. Kirk Lowdermilk is the center 
and Dennis Swilley is coming off an injury 
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The defensive front of ends Doug Martin 
and Chris Doleman and tackles Henry Thom- 
as and Keith Millard is one of the best in foot- 
ball. Doleman made the transition from line- 
backer to give the Vikings the pass rusher 
they have been seeking. He had 11 sacks and 
Martin had 9 while Thomas and Millard pres- 
sured inside. Millard had an outstanding post- 
season after an off year. To bulk up the depth 
provided by Stafford Mays, Tim Newton, and 
Gerald Robinson, the Vikings made Al Noga 
of the University of Hawaii their third-round 
draft choice. Noga is described as “so mean 
even his teammates seem to be afraid of him." 

Linebackers David Howard, Scott Studwell, 
and Jesse Solomon are a solid unit. When the 
34-year-old Studwell, still the glue of the de- 
fense, retires, Solomon could move inside, but 
this isn’t the year. Chris Martin, Walker Lee 
Ashley and Ray Berry are backups. 

The secondary got help in the draft from 
second-round safety Brad Edwards of South 
Carolina, who could start at free safety in 
place of John Harris. Edwards has experience 
covering teammate Sterling Sharpe, who will 
be playing for Green Bay. Joey Browner is a 
Pro Bowl fixture at strong safety, but the Vi- 


kings are looking for help at cornerback, 
where Issiac Holt and Carl Lee are backed by 
Wymon Henderson and Wayne Smith. Steve 
Freeman, Neal Guggemos, and Reggie Rut- 
land provide depth. 

Changes in the special teams are anticipat- 
ed with the drafting of punter Monte Robbins 
of Michigan in the fourth round. That would 
seem to mark the end of Greg Coleman's long 
career. After an injury, Coleman found himself 
behind Bucky Scribner at the end of last year. 
Chuck Nelson was an inadequate 13 of 24 in 
field goals during the regular season. During 
the postseason, he hit a perfect 9 for 9, typical 
of the Viking effort that puts them in a favorite's 
role. If Darrin Nelson returns kickoffs and An- 
thony Carter returns punts throughout the reg- 
ular season this year, it is a signal that the 
Vikings aren't fooling around. 
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CHICAGO BEARS 

Coach Mike Ditka has passed the role of divi- 
sion favorites to the Minnesota Vikings and 
seems relieved. No matter how much Vikings’ 
coach Jerry Burns protests, Ditka calls the Vi- 
kings “the team to beat, no doubt about it.” 

“The Bears are still the team to beat," coun- 
tered Burns. "They just ran into the Redskins 
before we did.” 

The Bears have been considered the No. 1 
team in the league for nearly three years by 
writers’ polls and by fans. They roared 
through the 1985 season and followed their 
Super Bowl XX victory with a 14-2 record in 
1986. Their opening playoff loss was forgiven 
as soon as they plastered their Super Bowl 
successors, the New York Giants, in the 1987 
opener. That kept them No. 1 for most of last 
season. The Bears have won four straight 
NFC Central titles, during which they have 
compiled a 29-2 division record. Yet Ditka is 
happy to have Minnesota perceived as the 
team on the way up, with Chicago seen as the 
team on the way down. 

The Bears thrived in 1985 in an underdog 
role encouraged by Ditka, who promotes an 
us-against-them mentality. Now he has better 
reason to worry about the future. Losing to the 
Redskins for the second playoff opener in a 
row was sobering enough. Losing linebacker 
Wilber Marshall to the Redskins in a surprising 
free-agent deal shook the foundation of the 
franchise. Instead of alleviating salary jealou- 
sy, the failure to keep Marshall appeared to 
intensify problems with 20 other unsigned vet- 
erans on a team that wants to save money as 
much as it wants to win. There is still plenty of 
talent left for the Bears to win it all and not 
‘surprise anyone. But they must hope for a lot 
of loose ends to come together in a team effort 
that has been missing since Super Bow! XX 

As usual, the health of quarterback Jim Mc- 
Mahon is paramount. Shoulder surgery before 
last season delayed his start. Then a ham- 
string injury complicated his finish. When he 
returned for the playoff game against the Red- 
skins, he was ineffective. Coming off another 
shoulder surgery to clean up minor problems, 
McMahon is looking for better luck in his sev- 
enth season than he has had in the last four. In 
his last 30 starts, the Bears have won 28 
times, so he remains a remarkably effective 
quarterback. If injury again interrupts McMa- 
hon, last year's No. 1 draft choice, Jim Har- 
baugh, is expected to be groomed to replace 
him. Fourth-year man Mike Tomczak usually 
plays well whenever asked, but free agents 
usually give way to No. 1 draft choices. 

The Bears must learn to live without the re- 
tired Walter Payton for the first time since 
1974. It will be an adjustment more difficult 
than most imagine. To ease the transition, the 
Bears drafted Stanford fullback Brad Muster 
and LSU receiver Wendell Davis in the first 
round. “We are not going to be a team that 
can rely on one man carrying the ball 30 times 
a game," Ditka said 

Tailbacks Neal Anderson and Thomas 
Sanders both are promising runners, but Pay- 
ton was unprecedented and it would be unfair 
to expect anyone like him coming around 
again in this century. “There will never be an- 
other Walter Payton,” Ditka said. “So when 
people start comparing backs and they say 
he's not a Payton, it will be an injustice.” 

Anderson will benefit from a return to tail- 
back from the fullback spot he tried to play 
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BEARS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Biuller, BS points on 28 exta points and 19 told 


‘goals. Ath 
USHING—Anderson, 586 yards on 129 carries, 45 avg, 3 
TOs. 10th 

PASSING—MeMahon, 125 of 210 attempts tor 1,639 yards and 
127Ds. ain 

RECEIVING —Anderson, 47 receotions for 467 yards, 99 avg, 3 
TDs. 
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<2 PUNTING—Wagner, 36 punts, 40. avg, longest 71 yards 
vvanted 
PUNT RETURNS—MecKianan, 40 for 405 yards, 10:1 avg., 2 


Ds 6h 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Gentiy, 25 for 621 yards. 248 avg, 1 
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last year. Fullbacks Matt Suhey and Calvin 
Thomas will fight for playing time with the ar- 
rival of Muster, an all-round talent who will give 
Ditka versatility in the passing attack. 

Davis will join a corps of receivers that is a 
team strength if all of them sign. Willie Gault 
remains the one man defenses most fear. He 
enters his sixth healthy season and may bene- 
fit most by the absence of Payton, Veteran 
Dennis McKinnon and second-year man Ron 
Morris shared the flanker spot last year, while 
former running back Dennis Gentry remains 
One of the league's most dangerous third- 
down specialists. Ditka is looking for help at 
tight end, where fourth-rounder Jim Thornton. 


DENNIS 
‘McKINNON 


could surprise. Cap Boso and Emery Moore- 
head shared the position last year. 

The offensive line is entering its fifth year as 
unit, but it is coming off a year plagued by 
injuries. Left tackle Jim Covert played last 
season despite a fractured shoulder that re- 
quired surgery. Center Jay Hilgenberg had 
shoulder and elbow surgery. Right tackle 
Keith Van Horne and right guard Tom Thayer 
both underwent less serious operations. Left 
guard Mark Bortz escaped the knife. 

Ditka worries a little about a defense that 
used to be overwhelming and is now merely 
outstanding. Because it has played so well, 
the Bears have drafted too low to get any first- 
round help for three years. The line of ends 
Richard Dent and Al Harris and tackles Dan 
Hampton, Steve McMichael, and Williarn Per- 
ty led the team to a league-high 70 sacks last 
year, but Ditka fears the inevitable age creep- 
ing up. He made Temple's Ralph Jarvis a sur- 
prise third-round choice in hopes of discover- 
ing another Dent, After benching Perry late 
last year because he weighed around 360, 
Ditka claimed it was a mistake because Perry 
played too well 

Despite the loss of Marshall, three lineback- 
ers remain with talent and experience, led by 
middle man Mike Singletary, the heart of the 
defense, Left linebacker Otis Wilson was 
benched late in the year in favor of Ron Rive- 
ta, who is expected to move to the right side to 
{ill Marshall's spot, With the inexperienced Jim 
Morrissey the only viable backup, the Bears 
made Oklahoma's Dante Jones their second- 
round pick, 

Help at cornerback is crucial, and the Bears 
hope they get it from veteran Mike Richard- 
son, who was unhappy and unsigned until the 
end of last training camp, when he came back 
for a one-year contract, Vestee Jackson start- 
ed on the right side, where Reggie Phillips, 
Maurice Douglass, and late draft choice Lem- 
uel Stinson of Texas Tech will compete. The 
retirement of free safety Gary Fencik also will 
Create a leadership void on the field that 
Shaun Gayle should be able to fill. Strong 
safety Dave Duerson is a Pro Bow! talent, 

The Bears won 11 games last year despite 
finishing at minus 20 in turnover ratio. Only the 
Falcons were worse at rninus 22. Ditka called 
it a miracle that his team was able to over- 
come the turnovers. "We weren't a team that 
intercepted the ball and created fumbles. 
Therefore, without the turnovers we were on 


the field a lot more. We went from a team that 
allowed only one TD pass every 37 attempts in 
1986 to allowing one TD pass every 16 at- 
tempts in 1987," 

Place-kicker Kevin Butler will try to avoid the 
occasional slump that keeps him from being 
the best. Punters Tommy Barnhardt and Bry- 
an Wagner will compete. Gentry is as good a 
kickoff return man as there is and McKinnon. 
returned two punts for touchdowns until tailing 
off. Lew Barnes could challenge if he recuper- 
ates from a broken leg, Coverage teams are 
generally good, but a punt return by Washing- 
ton's Darrell Green knocked the Bears out of 
the playoffs last year. 
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76 MeMichal, Swe. -.0T 62 265 31 Teas 
87 Moorehead, Emery TE 62 225 34. Colorado 
84 Monson. WR 6-1 187 24 SMU 
51 Monissey, Jim... LB) 63. 22226. Michigan Sale 
46 Mosley, Antury RB 59 20 19. Fresno Sule 
1 None Jy 1B 62 282 25. lowa 
69 Onoge Keith... WR 6-0 18 25 Mets» Stair 
4 Patoson, Volo WR B11 185 24 West Teas SL 
72 Pony, Willan. OT 6&2 315.26. Clamson 
48 Philos, Reggie. DB 5-10 170 26 SMU 
27 Richardson, Mike. CB 60 188.27 Aiona 
59. Fvera Ron 18 63 235 25 Cailomia 
53 Rodethause, Mask C65 260 27 Minas See 
52 Rubens Lary. C6:2 262 29 Monta Sule 
20 Sanders, Thomas. RB 5-11 213 25 Teas 8 M 
0 Singleay. Mike L860 235. 30. Bayior 
60 Smit Kath. BUTE 65 240 30 Tors el Paso 
97 Soni Seon... DE 64 275 23 Grambling 
26 Suboy, Mat FB 5-11 216 30 Penn Sule 
ST Thay, Tom G 64 280 27. Noto Dane 
3 
18 
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15 Wagner, P62 195 26 Cal St N Ridge 

55. Wilson, is, {1B 6:2 227 31, Louisville 

73 Wojcechowski Jon. G 64 262 25 Michigan Stale 
DRAFTEES 

1d name posh _wt_college 

1 Musi, Brad FB 63 220 Stal 

1 Davis Wendell WR 5-11 190 LSU. 

2 Jones, Dante B61 225 Oklahoma 

3 vis, Raph DE 65 245 Temple 

4 Thomo, Jim TE 62 242 CalFulleton 

5 Johnson, Troy LB 61 220 Oklahoma 

6 Sinson, Lemuel... 08 59 161 Texas Tech 

7 Rente, Caesar OT 6&2 290 Ovlhoma 

8 Tale, Davia 08 60 18) Colorado 

8 Reed, Harvey AB 5:11 176 Howard 

9 Mages, Rogie... WR 62 209 LSU 

10. Pore, Joe 05 63 274 Baylor 

11 Forch, Stee 1B 62 240 Nebraska 

12 Chr Greg (8 61 225 Nizona Site 
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TOUCHDO 


SCORE WITH YOUR FREE 


NO OBLIGATION SUBSCRIPTION TO 
PACKER REPORT 


liane OUT 


YOUR TICKET TO 
THE NEW 


°88 PACKERS STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


*87 may not have been an exciting 
year for Packer Fans ... but ’88 
sure holds some promise . . . can 
this be the start of “THE PACK IS 
BACK.” 


We now have one of the brightest 
offensive minds in the game today, 
sporting a staff of assistants that 
rival any in the NFL. Their spirit is 
young and creative with 
anticipation and enthusiasm this 
club hasn’t felt in years... 


and we know that you won't 
want to miss any of the exciting '88 
action ... and when you “Sign 
Up” with a FREE NO OBLIGATION 
subscription to PACKER REPORT 
we can guarantee you won't. 


INTRODUCTORY BONUS OFFER 
TWO FREE NO OBLIGATION ISSUES 
Accept your first two issues 
absolutely FREE at no risk or 
obligation. Subscribe today and we 
will enter your name as a subscriber 


for 26 more issues, that’s 28 in all, 
at the low price of $21.95. That’s a 
savings of over $28 off the regular 
newsstand price. 


Examine your FREE issues 
carefully and if we don't deliver 
what we promise, write us and we 
will refund the subscription price. 
Of if you asked to be “‘Billed Later,” 
just write cancel on the invoice we 
mail you .. . either way you keep 
the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


‘CEE MAIL THIS FREE ISSUE COUPON TODAY 


YESILWant my “Packers Action” 26 times 
*a year, weekly during the preseason 
and regular season and monthly in the off 
season at the introductory bonus rate of 
521.95. PLUS MAIL ME MY FIRST TWO 
ISSUES FREE. | receive 28 in all 
MAIL TO: 

PACKER REPORT 

112 Market Street 

‘Sun Prairie, WI 53590 


Card # 


(_) Payment Enclosed ( 
(_) MasterCard ( ) MISA 


Name __ 
Address ____ 


) Bill Me Later ( 


) Charge My Credit Card 
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 

The Buccaneers are starting over again. They 
took their first step under coach Ray Perkins a 
year ago and now must step back and make 
another run at it. They started 1987 with Steve 
DeBerg at quarterback and played well early. 
But a collapse at midseason hurt their confi- 
dence and forced them to regroup. They will 
start '88 with Vinny Testaverde at quarter- 
back. The future isn’t now, but it's coming. 

“We have a good nucleus, a good founda- 
tion,” Perkins said. Now itis time to build on 
it. We have a lot of work ahead of us to be 
successful in such a strong division. But we 
are on the right track.” The foundation was 
broadened in the draft to include Wisconsin 
offensive tackle Paul Gruber, a man who can 
protect Testaverde on the left side of the line. 

By the end of last season, the Bucs were the 
youngest team in the NFL. The squad's aver- 
age age was 25 and there were 18 rookies on 
the 50-man roster. That's young enough to 
febound quickly from a crisis in confidence 
that put a damper on a promising 1987. 

After a stunning 48-10 opening victory over 
the Atlanta Falcons and a tough loss to the 
Bears in Chicago, the strike interrupted the 
routine that Perkins had instilled with a rigor- 
ous training camp. After the strike, the Bucs 
beat Green Bay on the road and were a heady 
4-3 going into St. Louis. Then, leading the Car- 
dinals, 28-3, starting the fourth quarter, the 
Buccaneers’ season fell apart. The Cardinals 
Scored 28 points in the game's final 12 min- 
utes to win, 31-28, in the greatest comeback 
in NFL history. Once again, the Bucs were on 
the wrong page of the record book. They 
didn't win another game, finishing at 4-11. “If | 
believed in turning points, I'd say that was 
probably it," Perkins said, 

Testaverde started the final four games. He 
passed for 369 yards in his debut as a starter 
against the New Orleans Saints, displaying at 
least some of the talent everybody predicts 
and expects. The Bucs are confident enough 
in his progress to have traded DeBerg to the 
Kansas City Chiefs before the draft. As usual, 
DeBerg proved a willing and able stand-in un. 
til Testaverde got his shot. Veteran Joe Fergu- 
son was added as the backup. 

“Vinny has great poise and an exceptional 
feel for the game," Perkins said. "He can 
sense the pass rush at the same time that he 
is making accurate reads about coverage. He 
needs to refine some mechanical things and 
Continue to gain experience, but he is on track 
to the greatness we all feel he is capable of 
achieving." 

Protecting him is so important that Perkins 
contradicted his philosophy of ignoring offen- 
sive linemen early in the draft to take Gruber, 
“a very unusual talent." The Bucs passed up 
wide receivers Tim Brown and Sterling Sharpe 
to make Gruber the fourth player selected. “I 
like to play percentages. A guy with his caliber 
of talent doesn't come along that often. Wide 
receivers come out every year,” said Perkins, 
a former wide receiver. 

Besides allowing 46 sacks, the Bucs 
ranked 26th among 28 teams in rushing of- 
fense last year. “It really doesn't matter what 
kind of receiving corps you have if the quarter- 
back is lying on his back,” Perkins said. 
Gruber will line up at left tackle, where five 
Bucs shared the job last year. In a division that 
includes Minnesota's Chris Doleman and Chi- 
cago's Richard Dent rushing the passer from 
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VINNY 
TESTAVERDE 


BUCCANEERS 1987 LEADERS AND NFC 
‘SCORING—lowebuike, 66 points on 24 extra points and 14 field 
goals. 11th 

BUSHING —Wider, 488 yards on 106 cafes, 4.6 avg, 15th 
PASSING—DeBerg, 159 of 275 attempts for 1,891 yards and 14 


RECEIVING-—Wilder, 40 receptions Jor 326 yards, 82 avg. 1 
7. 17h 


INTERCEPTIONS —Tripoli3 or 17 yards, 57 avg,.1 TO. 28th 
PUNTING—Garcia. 62 puns, 38.9 avg, longest 58 yards, 12th 
PUNT RETURNS—Futrell26 lor 213 yards, 89 avg. 9th 

[KICKOFF RETURNS—Futel 31 for 609 yards, 196 avg, 12th 


‘August’ 6 INDIANAPOLIS (N) 
413. CLEVELAND (N) 
20 ALAltanta (N) 
26 Buffalo (al Nastville, TN, Nj 


aSBSa8SaenRete 
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that side, left tackle is critical to a quarter- 
back's health. Guards George Yarno and Rick 
Mallory surround center Randy Grimes. Mark 
Cooper, J.D, Maarleveld, and Rob Taylor will 
compete for the right-tackle job. Center- 
guards Dan Turk and Conrad Goode provide 
depth 

In the second round of the draft, the Bucs 
took Georgia running back Lars Tate to shore 
up another area of concern. With James Wild- 
er aging and last year's second-rounder, Don 
Smith, recovering from career-threatening 
back surgery, Tate could see immediate duty. 
Jeff Smith is a short-yardage runner and Cliff 
Austin, Bobby Howard, Steve Bartalo, Eddie 
Hunter, Adrian Wright, and James Evans are 
backups. Fourth-rounder William Howard is a 
240-pounder from Tennessee. 

"We have a hard-working group of running 
backs who can do some very good things. We 
need to find more speed," Perkins said. 

Another reason the Bucs could pass up re- 
ceivers in the draft is the success they found 
last year with Mark Carrier, Bruce Hill, and 
tight end Ron Hall. Carrier and Hill combined 
for 49 receptions and Hall added 16. They 
complemented vets Gerald Carter and Phil 
Freeman at wide receiver and Calvin Magee, 
who developed into one of the league's lead- 
ing tight ends, Carrier's 8-catch, 212-yard 
game against New Orleans demonstrated his 
rapport with Testaverde. Hill came off injured 
reserve and had 17 receptions in the Bucs! 
final four games. 

The defense moved from 28th to 16th in the 
NFL, thanks to improvement on the line, where 
it all starts. Ron Holmes, the club's top draft 
choice in 1985, had eight sacks in 10 games 
and finally realized some of his potential. “As 
he continues to improve and strengthen him- 
self, | expect him to become one of the best in 
the league," Perkins said. John Cannon is the 
left end and Kevin Kellin backs up both sides. 
Nose tackle Mike Stensrud will be challenged 
by two second-year players, Dan Sileo and 
Curt Jarvis. “Like most teams, we could use 
more pass rushers," Perkins said. 

The Bucs enjoy considerable depth and ex- 
perience at linebacker, where inside starter 
Ervin Randle developed into one of the NFL's 
best. Jeff Davis and Scot Brantley split time 
beside Randle on the inside. Chris Washing- 
ton had 6% sacks from his right linebacker 
spot. “He seems to be a real veteran in com- 
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parison to some of the others and yet he has 
only played four years,” Perkins said. Jackie 
Walker and Winston Moss split time at the oth- 
er outside spot and Kevin Murphy also saw 
action outside. 

‘At comerback, young Ricky Reynolds and 
Rod Jones appear to have a bright future. 
Reynolds had an outstanding year for a rook- 
ie. "When he starts catching the balls he now 
is deflecting, he is really going to be some- 
thing," Perkins said. The safety position 
manned by Bobby Kemp, Ray Isom, and Paul 
Tripoli in '87 needs improvement. 

Special teams were a problem last year. 
Punter Frank Garcia had a net average of only 
28 yards. Place-kicker Donald Igwebuike was 
much better, converting 14 of 18 field goals 
and continuing a three-year string of never 
missing from inside 34 yards, But his kickoffs 
were inconsistent. 

“| thought Bobby Futrell did a good job as a 
punt and kick returner," Perkins said. “Dan 
Turk is a big-league deep snapper. But there 
were other areas of our kicking game that 
gave me concern last year, and we will be 
looking to improve." 


20 Asin, Cit HB 60 190 28 Clemson 

52 Banley, Sool... LB 6-1 230. 30 Florida 

7B Cannon, John .,..0E 6:5 280 28 William & Mary 

89 Carey, Mark... WR 60 182. 23 Nichols St 

87 Ca. Gerald... WR G1 19) 31. Tos ABM 

71 Cooper, Mark 1 6S 270, 28 Miami 

13. Gos, Ray P60 189. 25 Florida 

58) Davis, Jt 1B 60 250 28 Clemson 
ards, Randy. .NT- 64-267 27) Alabama 

38 ns, James FB 60 220 25. Soule 
Ferguson, Joe... 08 6:1. 195 37 Arkansas 

8) Freeman, Phil... WR S-11. 185 25 Arzora 

36 Full Bobby... DB 5-11 190. 25 Elizabeth Cly SL 

91 Gant ian 1B 60 285 23 Minis Ste 

79, Goode Conrad... OL 6-6 285. 25 Missout 

31 Gordon, Somy DB Self 192 23. Ohio Ste 

53 Graham,Don... LB G2 24 24 Penn Stale 

60 Grimes, Randy. CBA 270 28. Baylor 

82 Hal, Ron TE 64 208 24 Hava 

5 Herne, Alan P G0 170 24 Vander 

4 il, Bue WR 60 175 24 AteonaS) 

Hod, Mika 0B 5:11 190, 25 South Carina 

90, Holmes, Ron. DE 64 255 25. Washing 

25 Howaid Bobby RB 60 210 24 

37 Hun Eddie... RB 5-10 195, 23. Virginia Tech, 

1 Iqvebuie, Donald PK 59 185 28 Clonson 

28 Isom, Ray 08 59 190 23 Penn stale 

95, Jarvis, Cu DL 62 266 23. Alabama 

22. ones Rod 08 60 175 24 SMU 

7 Kolin Kevin... DE 65 250 29. Minnesota 

38 Komp, Bobby. DB 60 190 29. Cal-Fulleton 

77 Maativeld, JO .0T 66 300 27 

6 Mages, Calvin... TE 6:3 240. 25 Southem 

Maly, Rick G 6-2 265, 28 Woshingion 

99 Metbi,Tom DE 64 275. 25 Comal 

83 Milet Solomon, .. WA 6+) 185. 24. Ut Sia 

‘57 Moss, Winslon LB 6-3. 235. 23. Miami 

59. Murply, Kevin... LB 6:2 290 25. Oklahoma 

54 Randle Ervin. LB 6-1. 250 26. Baylor 

29. Roylds, Ricky, DB. 5-11 182 23. Washinglon laa 

30 Robinson, Mask S$ §-19 202 26 Peon 

43. Sieo, Dan NT 62 282 24 Miami 

47 Smith Oon AB 5-11 199 25 Mississinl St 

385, Smith Jel RB 59 204 26 Nebraska 

70. Swayne, Hay. DE 6$ 268. 23 Augers. 

85, Taylor, Gene... WA 62189. 26. Fresno SL 

72 ‘Taylor, Rob OT 6:5 285 28, Notvestem 

14 Testaede, Vinny 0B 65 200 25 Mia 

24 Tip Pauls... DB 60 197 27 Alabama 

50 Tuk, Dan © 64 260 26. Wisconsin 

56 Walot, Jacke LB 65 245 25. dackson St 

51 Washinglon, Chis. 1B 64 230 26 iova Stale 

32 Wildy, James... RB 63 225 30. Missouri 

Willams, Keth RB 5-10. 173. 24. SW Missout St 

34 Wight Adan. RB. 61. 280 28 Viginia rion 

66 Yam, Genmge 0G 62 265. 31, Washinglon St 

D 

dram pos Mw colle 

7 Grobe, Paul T 64 283 Wistonsin 

2 Tale ars FB 61 206 Gena 

4 Goll, Rober OT 63 262 Autumn 

4 Brut, dot G 63 275 Tomessee 

4 ‘Robbins, Monle, PBA 202 Michigan 

5 Howard, Wilam RB 60° 242 Tennesse 

6 Loe; Sta DT 63. 265. Nort Alabama 

7 Goode Keny RB 5-11 200 Alama 

8 Simpson, Antony RG 5-10. 245. fast Carolina 
Davis, OT 63. 280 North Caolina 

11 Pillow, Flank... WR 5:10 170. Temessee St 

12. Jones, Vicor 1B 62 24 Virginia Teen 
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DETROIT LIONS 
If things are bound to get better after they get 
worse, coach Darryl Rogers and the Detroit 
Lions are in for a pleasant 1988. Rogers was 
7-9 in his first season, 5-11 in his second, and 
4-11 in his third. That he still has a job is a 
tribute to the optimism and patience of owner 
William Clay Ford 

If Rogers is to last until his fifth season, the 
Lions have to at least start beating the Green 
Bay Packers and Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
within their division. The only division game 
they won with regulars last year was against 
the Bucs in a December finish that was more 
Promising than usual. They won two of their 
last three games and lost to the Minnesota 
Vikings, 17-14. It marked the first time since 
1983 the Lions had won a game in December. 

While the Vikings and Chicago Bears might 
Still remain out of reach, the Lions must crawl 
before they walk. As usual, they seem to have 
at least a nucleus of talent capable of chal- 
lenging, buoyed by three of the top 32 picks in 
the 1988 draft: Miami safety Bennie Blades, 
Ohio State linebacker Chris Spielman, and 
Florida State tight end Pat Carter. 
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UONS 1987 LEADERS AWD NFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING —Murray, 81 points on 21 extra points and 20 Geld 


goals. 7 
RUSHING —Jones. 342 yards on 96 caties, 36 avg. 22nd 
PASSING—Long. 232 of 416 attempts for 2598 yards an 11 
TDs.. 13h 
RECEIVING —Mandiey, 58 recentions for 720 yards. 12.4 avg, 7 
TDs. 5h 


INTERCEPTIONS Goin, 6 for 130 yards, 217 avg, 2d 


PRESEASON: 
August 6 Al Cleveland (N) 
11 SEATTLE(N) 
20 ACincinnal (tN) 
2 PHILADELPHIA (N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987: 
4 ATLANTA 3013 
11 alLos Angeles Ras 637 
18 NEW ORLEANS = 
25 NEW YORK JETS. = 
October 2 at San Franco = 
9. CHICAGO. = 
16 at Nev York Giants ~ 
23 atkarsas City 27 
30 NEW YORK GIANTS, = 
November 6 at Minnesola 19:34 
13 TAMPABAY 231 
20 ws Green Bay at Miwaiee (07) 19-16 
2 SOTA 1417 
December 4 GREEN BAY 3334 
1 at 1030 
18 al Tampa Bay 20-10 


They still hope to put it all together under 
Rogers. Ford, who referred to his team as 
“lousy” after an early one-point loss to Green 
Bay, must have figured by season's end that 
Rogers was a victim of circumstances that 
couldn't possibly repeat themselves in 1988. 
Besides the strike, which destroyed the conti- 
nuity of most clubs, the Lions got nothing out 
of their 1987 first-round draftee, defensive 
end Reagie Rogers. Expected to be an imme- 
diate impact player, Rogers played in only six 
games and spent 30 days away from the team 
for personal and emotional counseling. De- 
fensive coordinator Wayne Fontes pleaded 
guilty to one charge of drunken driving. Tight 
end Jimmie Giles walked out because he 
wasn't playing enough and was traded to the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

On the brighter side, quarterback Chuck 
Long enters his third year and second as a 
full-time starter. He took every snap in 1987 
and displayed the promise the Lions saw 
when they selected him No. 1 in 1986. Long is 
coming off a statistically below-average per- 
formance that included a league-leading 20 
interceptions. But the experience, which he 
never got as a rookie, is more important to his 
development at this stage. With continued im- 
provement and consistency, quarterback is 
one position where the Lions can legitimately 
compete against other division rivals. 

“Chuck Long had a good season and | feel 
he will improve,” Rogers said. "His intercep- 
tion total was high, but at least three of them 
were ‘Hail Mary’ passes and another three or 
four were deflected off our receivers and inter- 
cepted. When you consider that, you realize 
Chuck did not throw a lot of bad balls.” 

Eric Hipple, who was supposed to chal- 
lenge Long, dislocated his thumb and missed 
the entire season, but he is back to give the 
Lions a sense of security at the game's most 
vital position 

Rogers has enough confidence in his quar- 
terbacking to make this declaration: “If we're 
going to be a good football team, Garry 
James has to produce." James is the speedy 
tailback who has been nagged by injuries for 
his first two years. If James can stay healthy 
enough to complement fullback James Jones, 
the offense will improve everywhere. Jones's 
Production slipped last season, but he still led 
the club in rushing and was second in receiv- 
ing. “I still feel he's one of the best fullbacks in 
the NFL," Rogers said. Gary Ellerson proved a 
good pickup from the Packers and Scott Wil- 
liams, Tony Paige, Karl Bernard, and Butch 
Woolfolk will battle for reserve duty. 

Healthy receivers also are on the wish list 
With Jeff Chadwick and Mark Nichols both 
carrying a history of injuries, the Lions drafted 
Penn State's Ray Roundtree in the third round 
to push Carl Bland and Gary Lee. Pete Mand- 
ley, last year's best receiver, is the leading 
scorer and also returns punts. "He really has 
come a long way,” Rogers said 

Rogers called tight end his weakest posi- 
tion before- the draft, when outstanding 
blocker Carter came aboard. The Lions also 
re-signed David Hill, who was cut loose by the 
Rams. He will compete with Rob Rubick, Mark 
Lewis, and Vyto Kab. 

The offensive line is the strong suit of the 
club, a convenience for young Long. But 
health is again a question. In recent years, 
they have started so many different units they 
can't keep track. Tackles Lomas Brown and 
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There’s 
only one thing better 
than getting the full football 
story from The Sporting News. 
And that’s getting it for 75% off. 

Subscribe now and we'll send you The Sporting 
News at the “Season Opener Special” price of 55¢ an issue 
— a big 75% savings off the cover price and a full 50% off 
the regular subscriber rate. 

You get all the NFL and college news all season long in 
33 information-packed issues. 

You can’t beat the coverage and you won't beat this 
price! Order today. 


Season ~ Opener Special 
75% OFF! 


YES. sign me up for 33 issues of The Sporting News for 


$17.99. I save 75% off the newsstand price (50% off the regular 
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Plus , . BONUS ISSUES! Your special 33-issue subscription in- 1 Payment Enclosed CBill Me Later 
Olympics... plus a lively 1988 “Year In Review" issue. 
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‘Canada add $21.80 for subscription postage. Other foreign rates on request. 
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Harvey Salem are outstanding, with veteran 
Eric Sanders a capable backup. Kevin Glover 
will play either guard or center, with Keith Dor- 
ney at the other guard and Joe Milinichik and 
Steve Baack fighting for starting jobs 

The defensive line isn't as promising. “This 
is an area of concer for us," Rogers said. 
Nose tackle Jerry Ball played well as a rookie 
and left end Eric Williams played consistently. 
Keith Ferguson is a good pass rusher from the 
right side, but the Lions planned for Reggie 
Rogers to take over there. "We weren't satis- 
fied with his performance and neither was 
Reggie. We feel he'll be much better this 
year," coach Rogers said. New defensive line 
coach Dick Modzelewski will have his hands 
full trying to develop Rogers. Curtis Green 
and Dan Saleaumua provide depth. 

Linebackers are a relative strength, made 
stronger with the addition of the intense Spiel- 
man. Last year's eighth-round draft choice, 
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Dennis Gibson played so well inside that he 
helped ease the disappointment of No. 1 pick 
Rogers. "If Gibson was our No. 1 draft choice 
last season and played the same way he did, 
everyone would be telling us what an excep- 
tional draft we had in 1987," Rogers said, With 
Spielman playing beside Gibson and Michael 
Cofer and Jimmy Williams outside, the Lions 
will take a back seat to no one at linebacker. 
Cofer is an excellent pass rusher and one of 
football's overlooked stars, giving great effort 
on every play. Williams came into his own and 
was named defensive MVP by teammates. 
Blades will help an area that is “a serious 
question mark,” Rogers said. Blades is pro- 


jected as a safety, but he might have to play 
corner to be of the most help. Corner Bobby 
Watkins was hurt and corner Bruce McNorton 
had an off year. Free safety Devon Mitchell 
missed the season with injury and is question- 
able. Raphel Cherry and James Griffin are the 
incumbent safeties. 

The punting of Jim Arnold was one of De- 
troit's pleasant surprises last year. Rogers 
called special-teams' play, led by head-hunt- 
er Paul Butcher; “the best it has been since | 
have been with the Lions.” That's a good sign, 
because it is a key indication of overall team 
enthusiasm. Place-kicker Eddie Murray is 
coming back from an off year, but is one of the 
steadier kickers in the league. 

“We all feel we can be very competitive this 
year," Rogers said, "No one is expecting 
much from us, but we know we can be suc- 
cessful in 1988." 


LIONS VETERAN ROSTER 

‘io. name, pos _ht wt age_ college 
6 Amold, Sim P 63 211 27 Vanderbit 
68 Back Siew G64 285. 28 Oregon 
$13 Bal Jey NT ft 283 24 SMU 
1 Barows, Seon ....G-C 6-2 278 25) West Virginia 
25 Berard, Cart S11 205 24 SW Louisiana 
80, Bland, Kar WR 5-11 182. 27 Virgina Union 
75 Brown, Lomas... T 64 282 25. Florida 
96 Bulcer, Paul. .LB 60 219 25 Wayne Side 
89 Chadwick Jol... WR 6:3 190 28 Grand Vally Sala 
45 Cherry, Raphal... S60 194 27 Hava 
55 Cole, Michael... LB 65 245 28. Tennesseo 
70 Dorey. Kei... G-T 65 285 31. Penn Site 
42 Berson, Gay... RB 5-11. 220 25. Wisconsin 
77 Ferguson, Kelh ...,DE 65 260 29. Ohio State 
40 Galloay, Duane. DB 5-8 181 27 Arizona Slate 
98 Gibson, Demis... L862 240 24. ova Stale 
$3 Glove, Kovin. OL G2. 267 25. Maryland 
€2 Green, Cutis......DL 6-3 265 31 Alabama Sale 
34, Grin, James S 62 197 27 Mid. Tennessee St 
17 Hipnl, Eric 0B 62 198 31 Utah Siae 
33. Jas, Gary... AB 5-10 214 25. Louisiana Site 
‘58 Jamison, Goorge LB 61 228 26 Cincinal 
90 Jones James ..,..FB 6:2 229 27 Florida 
87 Kab, Wo <TE 65 240 29 Pam Stale 
83 Le, Gary WR 61 202 23. Geoigla Tech 
81 Lewis, Mark TE 62 250 27 Toas A&M 
50 Lodelt Dany,...LB 6:2 228 24 Avzona 
16 Long, Chuck ..... 08 64 211 25 lova 

Mandley Pte... WR 5:10 191 27. Norhem Agana 
57 Maxwell Vernon . 8 6-2 285 27. Aiona Sale 
29 MeNaton, Bruce. CB 5-11 175 29. Georgetown (Ky) 
74 Milnictik. Joe... .0L 65 275 25 NCSI 
31, Michel, Devon... S 641 194 26 lowe 
52. Mot, Steve © 63 270 27 Aetama 
3 Muray.Eddle .. K 9:10. 175 32. Tune 
86 Nichols Mark. WR 6-2. 208 29. San Jose Sate 
49) Paige. Tony FB 5-10 230 25. Virginia Tes 
51 Robinson, Shen. LB 6-2 236 28 Noh Caroina 
60 Rogers. Regge ....DE 66 272 24 Washingon 
84 Rubick Rob .....TE 6-3 234 28 Grand Valey St 
97 Silewmua, an ..NT 60. 285 23. irona Ste 
73 Salem Haney... 7-8 66 285 27 Callomia 
54 Sanders, Eric... TG 6-7 280 29. Nevada-Rena 
28 Shelield, Chris. C8 61 200 25. Albany Slate 
41 Sith Ricky WCB 6-0 188 28 st 
27 Walkin, Bobby 5-10 184 28 SW, Teas Sate 
76 Willams, Ec ....NT 6-4 280 26. Washinglon SL 
59 Willams, Jimery LB 6-3 230 28, Nebraska 
38 Wiliams, Scot... FB 6-2 234 26 Georgia 
21 Woollok, Buch... .RB 6-1 212 28. Michigan 

DRAFTEES 

(name, pos wt_college 
1 Blades. Bene S61 213° Mam 
2 Spioran, Chis ....L8 60 234 Ofio Sate 
2 Cater, Pal TE 64 260 Florida Ste 
3 Rounds, Ray 60 180 Peon Sule 
4 White, Wiliam... 08 5-10 189 Ohio Sate 
5. Ande, Eric G 62 2a 
6 Pair, Cart 
T dames, ef. 
8 Had, Gay. 
9 Corringon, Kip 
He 
0 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 

Lindy Infante once thought he would like to be 
an architect—"the next Frank Lloyd Wright.” 
The Packers offer their new coach a challeng- 
ing project. Starting from scratch is not ac- 
ceptable. Rebuilding isn't necessary either. 
Tom Braatz, director of football operations, 
made it clear to Infante that expectations in 
Packerland are for immediate improvements, 
sort of like a prefabricated addition to the 
foundation established by former coach For- 
rest Gregg. No muss, no fuss, just results 

“| think we've got a pretty good base to 
work from,” Infante said. 

Infante comes to Green Bay as a second 
choice after Michigan State coach George 
Perles turned down the job. As soon as Infante 
accepted, team officials pointed out that an- 
other former Packer coach also was a second 
choice. That was in 1959, After lowa’s Forrest 
Evashevski turned down the job, the Packers 
turned to Vince Lombardi. So Infante had 
barely nodded yes to the challenge when the 
Lombardi legacy cast its long shadow on him 
Not only is he a second choice, he is Italian 

Infante seems ideally suited to the Packer 
task at hand. This was a team that couldn't 
score points in 1987, finishing 25th in the 
league. Infante is an offensive coordinator. He 
helped Gregg get to the Super Bow! when he 
worked with Cincinnati. He helped Cleveland 
get to the last two AFC championship games. 
In both cases, he had a quarterback. Credited 
with developing Bernie Kosar in Cleveland, 
Infante insists, “Bernie probably did more for 
me than | did for him." 

Modesty aside, Infante will have to earn his 
reputation all over again in Green Bay, where 
nobody knows for sure who the quarterback 


is. That detail notwithstanding, Infante dis- 
plays all the optimism of a first-year coach 
Adding premier receiver Sterling Sharpe of 
South Carolina in the draft helped. 

“| don't want to set goals for ourselves that 
are less than what we would really like to do, 
and that's win the NFL championship,” he 
said. “I think that, hopefully, we're not as far 
away as some people think we are.” But Infan- 
te is realistic, too. He has spent too long trying 
to land his first head-coaching job in the NFL 
to have his head in the sand. The Bears and 
the Vikings both made the playoffs a year ago. 
The Packers, however, beat both the Lions 
and Vikings in their only non-strike meetings 
last year and they always play the Bears 
tough. Only four teams in the NFC—all of them 
either division champions or playoff teams— 
gave up fewer points in 1987 than the Pack 

So perhaps a quarterback is all Infante 
needs to develop, Second-year man Don Maj- 
kowski, a surprise as a rookie 10th-rounder 
last season, appears to have the inside track. 
He started five games, including the season 
finale, and showed promise. "He has the abili- 
ty to scramble and to move around when the 
pocket breaks down—a good athlete with a 
pretty strong arm," Infante said. Randy Wright 
started seven games and completed a higher 
percentage of passes than Majkowski did. Af- 
ter five years, Wright should be hitting his 
peak. The surprise of the spring was Robbie 
Bosco, the Brigham Young product who has 
been sidelined for two seasons with arm prob- 
lems. Although he has yet to play, Bosco 
would be a welcome addition 

Whoever ends up throwing the ball will en- 
joy watching Sharpe catch it. "He was the top- 
tated wide receiver in the draft the way we 


had them rated,” said Braatz. Like Notre 
Dame's more highly publicized Tim Brown, 
Sharpe returned kicks and played a multiple 
role in South Carolina's “Run and Shoot" of- 
fense. He has all the qualities of a superior 
wideout, although he is not quite as fast as 
Brown. A class act, Sharpe received his un- 
dergraduate degree at South Carolina in May 
of 1987 and stayed in school for graduate 
work while playing his final season 

The Packers were not in dire need of wide 
receivers, but Sharpe will upgrade the group 
considerably. Speedy Phil Epps crashed the 
Packer's all-time top 10 receiving list last year. 


From the makers of 
Jack Daniels... 


The other starter, Walter Stanley, emerged as 
the team’s leading receiver for the season (38 
catches). Frankie Neal is coming off a sucess- 
ful rookie year. He has good size and speed 
but must watch his weight. Ed West is a good 
blocking tight end, backed up by Joey Hack- 
ett. “| don't know how many times West was 
asked to be a prime target, so he may be able 
to blossom a little bit under some of the things 
we're going to do," Infante said 


PACKERS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. ane pos _h_wt age_ college 
59. Anderson, Join 2B 32. Michigan 
5 Bosoo, Robbe 198 25 Bigham Young 
61. Boyacsty, deny 220 29. Pitsouch 
17 Bracken, Don 211 28 Michigan 
32 Bom, Dave 197 35 Michigan 
33 Brown, Robe 261 28 VAL 
79 Browne, Ross 265 H_ Natre Dane 
76. Cail, Alphonso 21) 2% Floida Sole 
$8 Canon, Mak... 6-3 258 26 Tenas-Atngton 
30 Caruih, Paul. RB 6-1 220 27 Alabama 
69. Chery, Bill OL 64 27 27 Mid. Tenn SL 
33 Clank Jesse. FB 6:0 28 28 Atansas, 
64 Colic, See. .,.0T 67 342 25 Betune-Cookman 
20 Cook Kelly AB 5-10 225 25 Otehona St 
60 Cresion. Dave... OT 65 280 23 va 
36 Davis Kenneth RB 510 209 26 TCU 
56 Den, Buell. LB 6-1 235 25 Tulane 
$9 Dovsey, Jon... LB 62 248 27 Coneciout 
71 Dios, Jet OT 65 285 24 loa 
27 Eli, Tory DB 5.10 195. 24 Cena Michigan 
85 Epps Philip... WR $9 155 29. Texas Chrisian 
84 Fiuguald Pack. WR 6-3 197 25 Boise Sale 


21 Fullwood, Bent ... RB 5-11 209 24 Aubun 

23 Greene, Tiger... DB 6-0 194 26 Westem Carolina 
Hacket, Joy TE 65 267 29 Elon College 
Haltom, fon... G 66 290 29. Iona 

63 Haris, Gregg G 64 279 22 Wake Forest 
97 Haris, Timothy... LB 65 235 23 Memphis Side 
Teas ARM 
Lsu 
Mississipi 8. 
SMU 
Washington 
Virginia 
Cal-Davis 
Temple 


2 

2B 

50 Holland, Johnny... LB 6-2 201 23 

38. Jetfetson, Norman. DB 5-10 183. 24 

39 Johnson, Kenneth. CB 6-0 185 24 

41 King, Do DB 5-11 200 24 

2 ew, Mark DB 5-11 189 30 

T Maiowski,Don... 08 62 197 24 

44 Mandeville, Chris. .SS 61 213 23 

88 Marstal, Wille. WR 6-1 190 24 

98 Moore, Brent LB G5 242 25. Southam Cal 

57, Moran, Rich OL 62 275 26 SanDiegoSt 

47 Monts, Jim Bob... DB 6-3 211 27 Kansas Stale 
m 
30 
2 
% 
% 
2 
a 
6 
a 
% 
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81 Motis, Lee... WR 5-10 180 24 Okabora 

PACKERS 1967 LEADERS AND NFG RANKINGS 37 Murphy, Mark SS 62 201 ‘West Liberty 
SCORING—Zendejas, 61 poinls on 13 extra pons and 16 field 80 Neal Franko... WR 6-1 202 22. Fon Hayes St 
goals. 12th 72 Nevile.Tom ...- OL 65 306 26 Fresno Size 
FUSHING—Davis, 413 yards on 109 caries, 38 avg, 3 91 Noble, Bian 18 63 252 25 Aizona Sale 
TDs... .19h 82 Paste Keith... WR 5-11 180 23 Wester Kentucky 
PASSING—Wright, 132 of 247 atlempts for 1,507 yards and 6 77 Robison, Tommy ....T 64 290.27 Teas ABM 
Ths, 14h 75 Puetess, Ken... OL 65 280 26. Southern Cal 
RECEIVING-—Sianley, 38 recelions for 672 yatds, 177 avg, 3 83 Scolt Palick. WR 510 170 24 Gambling 
Ts. 20th 87 Stanley, Waller. ..WR 59 179 25 Mesa College 
INTERCEPTIONS—Moris, 3 {or 135 yards, 45.0 avg... 17th 54 Stephen, Soot 1B 62 232 23. Arona Sale 
Biown, 30116 yards, 53a¥9... 29th 23 Sls Ken DB 5-10 185 24 Wisconsin 
PUNTING—Biacken, 72 puns, 40.9 avg. longest 65 48 Sunmers,Don... TE 64 235 27 Boise Site 
yatds. Sth 92 Thomas,Ben. DL 6-4 275 27 Aubun 
PUNT RETURNS — Stanley, 28 for 173 yards 62 avg... 12th 45 Thomas Lae ..RB 6-0 205 24 Fresno Sule 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Fullwood, 24 for 510 yards, 213, 70 Uecker, Kei... | OL 65 284 28 Aubum 
ag. .9th 73 Veingrad An OL 65 277 2 E TeasSt 
= Ac 28 Wal, Ebert... C8 6-1 205 25 Soubem Cal 
PRESEASON SCHEDULE 52. Weddinglon, Mike LB 6-4 245 27 Oklahoma 
August 6 NEW YORK GIANTS (N) St Weishuhn, Claylon, LB 6-1 218. 28 Angelo Sta. 

13 _Al/ndianapolis (N) 86 West, Ed TE 6-1 243 27 Aubun 

19 KANSAS CITY al Miivaukee(N) 35 Withite, Kevin. RB 511 208 25. Oregon 

27 NEWYORK JETS al Maison Winer Blase DE 63 274 28 Syanise 
isons oe cs 
September 4 LOS ANGELES RAMS — 

11 TAMPABAY. ...* 723 

25. CHICAGO 2 428 ee 
October 2. at Tampa Bay = 1 Stare, Sling... WR 5:11 195. South Caina 

9. NEWENGLAND al Minaukee. = 2 Paterson, Shawn..0T 65 263 Arizona Sate 

16 atMinnesola 23.16 3 Woodside Keth. AB 5-11. 204 Teras A&M 

23. WASHINGTON al Mivaukee. 4 Put Rolin DT 64 283 Oregon 

30 at Butta... = 4 Cecil, Chuck 0B 60 184 Arona 
November 6 al Alana 5 Reed Datel 1B 61 20. Ovehoma 

43 INDIANAPOLIS mee 6 Hil Nate DE 63 266 Autumn 

20. DETROITal Miwaukee..... (01) 16-19 7 Richard, Gay DB 5-11 180 Pitsburgh 

2 at Chicago 10-23 8 Colins Pack... 5410 185. Okehona 
December 4 a Detroit 34.33 ‘9 Wikinson, Neal... TE 64 232 James Madison 

11 MINNESOTA 16-10 10 Keyes Bud 08 62 210 Wisconsin 

1B alPhoenix = 42 Bollon, Scot WA 60 185. Aubum 


84 STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


Infante is looking for two running backs to 
carry the load. The drafting of Keith Woodside 
from Texas A&M in the third round should pro- 
vide the competition necessary for Infante to 
get his wish. Woodside is an excellent receiv- 
er, a skill that last year's No, 1 draft choice, 
Brent Fullwood, was unable to demonstrate. 
Fullwood spent more time in the training room 
than coaches bargained for as a rookie. He 
didn't block well, started only once, and didn’t 
seem to have the interest in his future that one 
might expect from the fourth player chosen in 
the draft. Kenneth Davis emerged as the lead- 
ing rusher for the second year with 413 yards. 
Jessie Clark and Paul Ott Carruth shared full- 
back responsibilities as Gregg tried in vain to 
find a consistent combination. 

The offensive line is solid enough that 
Braatz completely ignored it in the draft. Last 
year's starting five returns intact—tackles Ken 
Ruetigers and Keith Uecker, guards Rich 
Moran and Ron Hallstrom, and center Mark 
Cannon—along with guard Tom Neville, tack- 
le Alan Veingrad, center Bill Cherry, and huge 
replacement tackle Steve Collier 

“The more experience a guy has on the in- 
terior line, generally the better he gets to a 
point, and | think we've got guys that are still 
maturing,” Infante said. Ruettgers, who plays 
the vital left side in a division of good pass 
rushers, was voted MVP of the offense last 
year. "A good choice,” said Infante. “I'm en- 
couraged by the way our offensive guards 
can move, pull, run. A good place to build an 
offense is from your line.” 

It doesn't take an architect to know a good 
place to build defense starts with linemen, 
too. The Packers made defensive end Shawn 
Patterson of Arizona State their second-round 
pick because this is the team's weakest area 


“Generally, | like the way the defense 
played last year,” Infante said. “! didn't see 
anybody out there standing around waiting for 
somebody else to do something. Nobody be- 
lieves more strongly than | do in having a 
great defense. | don't believe you win champi- 
onships by just having offensive talent.” 

On the line, ends Alphonso Carreker and 
Robert Brown and nose tackle Jerry Boyarsky 
were the starters. Patterson, described as a 
hard worker who has not reached his peak, 
will push for a spot. Fourth-round nose tackle 
Rollin Putzier of Oregon also will compete for 
playing time. Sixth-round end Nate Hill of Au- 
burn, Brent Moore, Ben Thomas, and Ross 
Browner will vie for backup roles. 

“Like every other team, we need great pass 
rushers," Infante said. Carreker is a good, sol- 
id player [who] just needs to start making a 
bigger impact as far as the pass rush is con- 
cerned. Brown played very good, very solid 
football last year and Boyarsky really is a load 
in the middle." 

Linebacker Tim Harris remains the team’s 
top pass rusher. He had seven sacks last year 
as the fourth rusher in pass situations. Harris 
is part of a productive linebacking group that 
is the strength of the defense. Inside backer 
Brian Noble led the defense in tackles for the 
second year. Left backer John Anderson, 
heading into his 11th season, was close be- 
hind. Johnny Holland was voted the team's 
rookie of the year after starting all season. 
Oklahoma's Darrell Reed, a fifth-round draft 
choice, will join Clayton Weishuhn, Scott Ste- 
phen, and Mike Weddington as backups. 

“Harris gives you a guy that has the ability 
to play up and down, He's a big linebacker or 
asmallish down lineman. What we need out of 
Harris this year is to get a few more big plays, 


a few more pressures on the quarterback." 
Right cornerback Dave Brown is a 14-year 
pro and the NFL's leading active interceptor. 
Mark Lee is solid on the other corner. Strong 
safety Mark Murphy and free safety Ken Stills 
need to get more interceptions. Tiger Greene, 
Norman Jefferson, Ken Johnson, Chris Man- 
deville, and Jim Bob Morris will get company 
from rookies Chuck Cecil and Gary Richard. 
Special teams covered kicks better than 
they returned them. Punter Don Bracken 
ranked fifth in the NFC and place-kicker Max 
Zendejas hit 16 field goals in 19 attempts. 
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Jack Daniels. 


Our very own, very special 
recipe for sippin’ Jack Daniel's 
in the summertime. 


JACK DANIEL: 
NCHBURG LEMONADE 
1 Part Jack Daniel's 
1 Part Sweet & Sour Mix 
1 Part Triple Sec 
4 Parts Sprite” 
Add ice and stir. 


Garnish with lemon slices 
and cherries. 


Tennessee Whiskey 
Jack Dane, Detiery Lem 


volume (20-86 proof)» Distilled and Bot 
fe 1 Lynchburg, Po 361 


emesse 37 
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@ There is a problem developing in the Na- 

tional Football League: There is not yet a 
Team of the 1980s. A decade is about to end 
without an NFL stamp of approval. The Rea- 
gan Dynasty concludes without anyone win- 
ning for the Gipper. 

When the Washington Redskins won Super 
Bowl XXII, it helped matters. It gives them a 
slight lead, anyway. Already, they have been 
anointed king by no less an authority than 
Jack Kent Cooke, their owner. 

“We have the winningest record in the ‘80s. 
To hell with the Cowboys and the Bears and 
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DEXTER MANLEY 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


anybody else. We are the premier team in the 
NFL." Cooke said 

Every decade needs a team, just as it 
needs a theme. Whether it's the Roaring '20s 
or the Depression, War or Rock ‘n' Roll, it 
makes life worth reliving. It provides legitima- 
cy for the history books, convenient mile- 
stones for our nostalgia trips, and, most im- 
portant, footage for NFL Films 

Until the Redskins emerged with their sec- 
ond Super Bowl victory and third Super Bowl 
trip of the 1980s, the decade was rapidly 
dwindling without any clear definition of pro 
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football excellence. With two seasons remain- 
ing, there is still time to catch the Redskins 
and capture the distinction. 

Chicago Bears coach Mike Ditka had the 
idea first. “| would like the Bears to be the 
team of the 1980s, like the Steelers were of the 
1970s, and the Packers of the 1960s." 

The idea hadn't occurred to Bill Walsh, 
coach of the San Francisco 49ers. Before Su- 
per Bowl XXII, Walsh's 49ers and Al Davis's 
Raiders were the only teams to win two titles in 
the decade. “If you name a team of the ‘80s, 
it's a little absurd. We have 1988 and '89 yet,” 
Walsh said. 

Washington coach Joe Gibbs agrees. The 
last thing the cautious Gibbs wants is for his 
team to be revered as the last word in modern 
football prowess. "We had to play great foot- 
ball to win games," he said. “Several teams 
that won this right in front of us were more 
dominating.” Gibbs would prefer if his owner 
would refer to his Redskins as merely the “Lit- 
tle ‘Ol Team of the Decade.” 

Davis thinks in bigger terms than mere de- 
cades, as evidenced by his induction speech 
of guard Gene Upshaw into the Hall of Fame 
in 1987. “For three memorable decades, the 
Oakland and now Los Angeles Raiders had 
the greatest players, the greatest coaches, 
the greatest plays and performed in the great 
est games ever played in the annals of pro 
football as well as all pro sports,” Davis said, 
dismissing the Redskins, Steelers, Packers, 
Boston Celtics, Montreal Canadiens, New 
York Yankees, and Harlem Globetrotters in 
one sentence. 

There are seven teams that have won more 
than 70 regular-season games in the ‘80s. 
Four of them—the Redskins, 49ers, Raiders, 
and Bears—have accounted for all but one of 
the Super Bowl victories in the decade. The 
exception is the Giants, who have a 59-57-1 
record in the ‘80s. 

Redskins Besides becoming the first three- 
time Super Bowl participant of the ‘80s, the 
Redskins have the best overall playoff record 
of the decade (11-3). Though he would dis- 
agree, the consistent and key ingredient is 
Gibbs, who seems more important than quar- 
terbacks Joe Theismann, Jay Schroeder, or 
Doug Williams or running backs John Riggins, 
George Rogers, or Tim Smith. With wealthy 
owner Cooke and astute general manager 
Bobby Beathard also dedicated to winning, 
the Redskins’ success may not appear spec- 
tacular yet, but itis impressively consistent. 
49ers Besides winning Super Bowls XVI and 
XIX, Walsh also has compiled six 10-victory 
seasons in the '80s, more than any other con- 
tender. The 15-1 team of 1984 compared with 
the 1985 Bears and 1986 Giants for downright 
dominance, and the 1987 team clearly won 
every statistical crown that didn't come with 
Roman numerals. 

Raiders Memories fade, They won Super 
Bowls XV and XVIII, but haven't won a playoff 
game since. If they convince Bo Jackson that 
avoiding hits on a football field is more pro- 
ductive than avoiding hits on a baseball field, 
they could make a stretch run. But even Jack- 
son will need a quarterback, though Davis 
doesn't appear to agree. Maybe he's too busy 
working on the 1990s already. continued 
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#204-620 NFL WOOL HAT DIRECT #203-630 

EMBROIDERED FRONT With team and Nylon-cotton/plated jersey. Team name 

ice ogo. All teams available. One size fits all. imprinted on front and sleeves. All 
3.99 


available. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. $24.9 


#204-160 NFLWOOLHAT Terrific high #208500 FAMOUS CLIFF ENGLE 
quality 100% wool cap with script embroidered SWEATERS (Middle row) Available for all 
NFL team name. One size fits all. Adjustable favorite NFL teams. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
back. All teams available. $14.99. 


4204-170 NFL CORD HAT (Not shown) 
$12.00. 


#212-030 TEAM SCARF All teams, $8.99. 50/50 poly/cotton. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 


#205-080 NFLTEAM LOGO TEE (Top + #207-090 NFL CREWNECK 

row) basic 50/50 poly/cotton shortsleeve _ SWEATSHIRT (Bottom row) Long sleeve 
Crewneck Tshirt with NFL team logo. Comes in. sweatshirt made of 50/50 poly/cotton 
NFL colors, Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL. $9.99 or NFL team logo and colors. Adult sizes: S, 
three for $26.99. M,L, XL. $19.99. 

#213-230 NFL COACHES SHIRT (Top row) #207-600 STARTER HEAVYWEIGHT 
Long wearing and comfortable “Lacoste type” HOODED SWEATSHIRT With direct 
knit shirt. Directly embroidered with NFL team — embroidered front. Available for Raiders, 
logo. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. $19.99. Bronicos, Rams, Bears, Giants, Cowboys, 
#205-040 AUTHENTIC PRO HEAVY. 
WEIGHT TEE (Middle row) Cotton extra heavy 
Tshirt Available in all teams. Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
$13.99. 


Redskins, 49ers, Dolphins and Browns. 
$55.99. 


NFL REPLICA JERSEY (Top row) 
NFL teams 
9, 


#203-290 NFL REPLICA LOGO JERSEY 
(Bottom row) With official NFL team design 
18.99. 
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OUR FANTASTIC 
NEW CATALOG! 
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#202-020 THE STARTER NFL 


JACKET Made of durable “Starter Satin Twill”. 100% 
‘with team stripes and symbols featuring Starter’s 

fined and machine washable, All NFL teams available. 
team lettered on back. $99.99. Available in youth sizes, 


stretch nylon knit collar, cuffs and waistband 
exclusive Swiss embroidered lettering. Fully 
§79.99. #202-250 All available with the 
#202-220 Sizes: S, M, L. 


$69.99. 
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#203-O00 NEL AUTHENTIC PROLINE TEAM JERSEY Look like the pros on your 
favorite NFL team. All teams available. Front, back and TV shoulder numbers of most-popular players. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL. $54.99. Custom name sewn on the back of jersey 

(Add $20.00 — max. 10 letters) 
#210-010 AUTHENTIC GAME HELMETS by Rawlings. The same helmet many NFL 
players wear. Complete with cage-style face mask, jaw pads, chin strap and team logo of your favorite 
team, These are not to be used for competitive play. All NFL teams available. $125.00. 
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a 

RPS © S& |} {sports section 
159 N. MARKET, INGLEWOOD, CA 90301 
For fast service when ordering with a credit card-CALL 1- 
800-3-JACKETS Or 1-800-352-2538. In California CALL 1-213-673- 
3030. In Canada CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-344-4525. Send $1.00 for our 
NEW full color 24 page catalog. CATALOG SENT FREE WITH ANY ORDER. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE ae. PHONE 

COCHECK CO MONEY ORDER O CREDIT CARD # — —_—__ 


SIGNATURE CARD EXP. DATE 

OT. ITEM 4 SIZE TEAM/DESCRIPTION PRICE EA TOTAL 
SORRY, NOCO.D' US. CURRENCY ou" TOTAL 

: Please add shipping and handling 

charges. Orders less than $30.00 add $4.00. IN CA, 6.5% TAX 
Orders between $30,00 and $50.00 add $5.00. INSURANCE 956 
Orders between $50.00 and $100.00 add $6.00. 
Include 95¢ for Insurance. SHIPPING & HANDLING 
Canadian orders, please double the shipping and TOTAL ENCLOSED |________i 
handling charges. Europe, Asia and Australia Check or money order must be drawn 
please triple shipping and handling charges. gn US. banks. 


TEAMS OF THE DECADE 


Bears In 1985-86-87, they won more games 
than any team ever over a three-year period. 
But they have lost in the playoffs two years in a 
row to the Redskins, no way to change 
Cooke's mind. The health of quarterback Mc- 
Mahon will help determine Ditka’s success. 
Broncos In this scramble, close is good 
enough to qualify. Despite consecutive Super 
Bowl losses, they still have the best player in 
football in quarterback John Elway. Maybe 
they will be the One-Man Team of the Decade. 
Dolphins Coach Don Shula’s team is always 
a contender, but now they rank with the Bron- 
Cos as two-time Super Bowl losers. Like El- 
way, quarterback Dan Marino needs help. 


Cowboys This fading team is the only 70-plus 
game winner that has failed to reach a Super 
Bowl in the '80s. They are 5-5 in postseason 
play. Coach Tom Landry would have to go out 
in an unprecedented blaze of victories for his 
team to be considered. 

Giants They aren't among the top seven regu- 
lar-season winners of the ‘80s, but their play- 
Off record of 6-3 for the decade ranks behind 
only the Redskins and Raiders. As Walsh 
would say, there's still 1988 and 1989. 

The close competition among the top teams 
indicates how the NFL is approaching its goal 
of parity. If anybody and everybody has a 
chance to win, fans everywhere are happy. 
During the 1970s, only nine different teams 
Participated in Super Bowls. Already in the 
1980s, 10 teams have participated, including 
six that weren't there in the '70s. 

There are more theories about the lack of 
dominating teams than there are contenders. 
Itis a phenomenon not limited to football. In 
the last 10 years in baseball, no National 
League team has won a divisional title two 
years in a row—20 races without a repeater. In 
the same span, only two American League 
teams have won successive division titles. 
There has been a different winner in each of 
the last 10 World Series. In the NBA, no team 
has repeated since 1969. 

In football, the excuses for failing to repeat 
are money, time, revenge, and the draft. 
MONEY Winning itself used to be the primary 
reward and motivation. The winners’ pot of 
Playoff cash was the primary financial incen- 
tive. It wasn't much, but it was worth the effort. 
This was before stage, screen, and autobiog- 
raphies. Now, players such as Bears’ quarter- 
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back Jim McMahon not only don't have to win 
in order to land gigantic endorsement con- 
tracts, they don't even have to play. McMahon 
appeared in more Taco Bell commercials than 
games last season. Although McMahon is a 
ferocious competitor, the gold mine he 
tapped is indicative of the spoils that can spoil 
even one-time winners. There were 11 books 
written by New York Giants. Before they were 
read, the Giants were dead. 

TIME These were among the first words out of 
Joe Gibbs's mouth the day after winning Su- 
per Bow! XXII: “We've got a late start now. 
Everybody else already has had rest. We've 
got to get our players back.” 

Offseason preparation and development 

‘are becoming more and more important in 
seeking the competitive edge. More teams 
are paying players small stipends to work out 
at team training facilities during rigorous off- 
season programs encouraged and super- 
vised by coaches and trainers. Mini-camp 
and training camp are supplemented by infor- 
mal on-field practice. After the draft, rookies 
and assorted veterans gather for orientation. 
Getting players back to earth is one of the 
toughest tasks a coach faces after propelling 
them into orbit. 
REVENGE When so much money, fame, and 
glory is attached to success, rival teams be- 
come jealous. Instead of respecting and ad- 
miring winners, losers plot. 

“There won't be a coach who plays us who. 
will need to get his team ready,” Gibbs said. 

When the Bears won in 1985, they gloated. 
Their popular music video “Super Bowl Shuf- 
fle" sounded like fingernails on a blackboard 
to 27 other teams. When the Giants won in 
1986, the Bears greeted them in the opener of 
1987 with a resounding victory. This year, the 
Giants host the Redskins in the season's Mon- 
day night opener. 

History shows that Super Bow! losers have 
better records the following seasons than Su- 
per Bowl winners. The four Super Bowl win- 
ners prior to the Redskins—the Giants, Bears, 
49ers, and Raiders—have yet to win a single 
playoff game since their Super Bow titles. 

Three of the last four Super Bow! champi- 

ons—the Redskins, Bears, and 49ers—won 
after losing the conference championship 
game the previous season, That trend points 
to the Minnesota Vikings for 1988, or perhaps 
to the Cleveland Browns, who have lost two 
AFC title games in a row. 
THE DRAFT The system is designed to pre- 
vent dynasties, Most NFL teams are catching 
on. The teams with the best records get the 
short end of the draft order. With the draft at 
the end of April instead of February, where it 
was in the ‘70s, teams have more time to eval- 
uate players. To win consistently, the good 
teams have to defy the system. The Redskins 
and Bears are two that have done it well. 

The Redskins use the draft to trade for play- 
ers. This year, they used the free-agent sys- 
tem to pry linebacker Wilber Marshall away 
from the Bears and didn't hesitate to give up 
the required compensation of two No. 1 draft 
choices. The Bears have drafted well despite 
their choices in the bottom half of round one. 
They got Otis Wilson 19th, Willie Gault 18th, 
William Perry 22d, Neal Anderson 27th, and 
Jim Harbaugh 26th, 


Before the Super Bowl, there were other de- 
cades, believe it or not. 

The Cleveland Browns were the team of the 
1950s. They won three NFL titles. The Detroit 
Lions also won three during the ‘50s, beating 
Cleveland all three times. But the Browns 
were in the big game seven times in 10 years; 
the Lions made it only four times, becoming 
Team 1A of the '50s. The Baltimore Colts won 
in 1958-59, and their televised overtime vic- 
tory over the Giants in 1958 ushered in a new 
awareness of the sport. So they get a vote as 
the first dynasty of the tube. 

The Bears were the team of the 1940s, with 
four titles and a fifth appearance in the cham- 
pionship game. Their 73-0 conquest of the 
Redskins in 1940 was enough to establish a 
reputation that spanned the decade. 

The Giants could lay claim to the 1930s, 
because they won two titles and played in five 
of the seven title games after the league offi- 
cially started postseason play in 1933. The 
Packers also could contest the 1930s, as well 
as the ‘60s. Like the Giants, the Pack in the 
‘30s won two titles after 1933. They also had 
the league's best record in 1930 and 1931 
and compiled a slightly better regular-season 
record than the Giants throughout the depres- 
sion decade. 

The 1920s belonged to survivors. In pro 
football, it was not the Roaring '20s; it was the 
Scrambling '20s, The Canton Bulldogs fin- 
ished on top twice but lasted only six years, 
The Chicago Cardinals and the Dayton Trian- 
gles are the only two teams to keep the same 
fname and city throughout the decade. The 
Bears started in Decatur and moved to Chica- 
go as the Staleys. 

In the 1970s, the power of the Super Bowl 
was demonstrated not only in selecting win- 
ners but in defining losers. The great Minne- 
‘sota Viking teams went to three Super Bowls 
in the ‘70s and to one in 1969, but because 
they lost all four, they have less of a reputation 
than the Raiders or Colts, who each went to 
‘only one in the '70s, but won. In the '70s, the 
Cowboys played in five Super Bowls, but they 
lost three, leaving the Steelers as undisputed 
champions with a four-for-four record. 

Will the Redskins emerge as the Team of 
the ‘80s? With two Super Bowls left and no 
team with more than two victories yet, any- 
body can still lay claim to the decade. Jim 
Kelly and the Buffalo Bills, for example. Eric 
Dickerson and the Indianapolis Colts. Bernie 
Kosar and the Cleveland Browns, Buddy 
Ryan and the Philadelphia Eagles. Even the 
New Orleans Saints. 

There is still time for things to get more ab- 
surd than Walsh thinks. But at this point, Jack 
Kent Cooke's opinion is worth a billion dollars: 
The Redskins are in the lead. 


TEAMS OF THE 1980s 
super een 
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COWBOYS 
DON’T REBUILD... 


RE-LOAD 


The Dallas Cowboys are loading up for one 
of the biggest challenges in the storied his- 
tory of the franchise — to get back on top. 
Follow the developments from the inside, as 
Tex Schramm, Tom Landry, Herschel Walker, 
Everson Walls, Steve Pelluer, Danny Noonan 
and others try to boost the Cowboys back to 
status among the NFL’s top teams. 


The Dallas Cowboys Official Weekly gives you the scoop with 
its unique and entertaining coverage in 26 weekly issues from 
training camp through the Super Bowl, and six monthly issues 
during the off-season. 

A must item for all loyal Dallas Cowboys fans! 


Find out why the Dallas Cowboys 
are still the No. 1 choice of many 
fans worldwide by subscribing to 
the Dallas Cowboys Official Weekly. 


Special Bonus f DALLAS COWBOYS 
As a special bonus, Cowboys py 2 OFFICIAL WEEKLY 
Weekly new subscribers and Cowboys Center * One Cowboys Pkwy. ¢ Irving, TX 75063 
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HOUSTON POST. 


by JIM 
Warren Mo. 
in the | for the Ama ti 

To the casual observer, the ~ ae 

of Harold Warren Moon as a leader ex- 
traordinaire came, it seemed, during the Oc- 
tober strike. Thrust into the role of player rep- 
resentative, Moon had taken charge. He had 
been a cool head when the first wave of scab 
Players bused into the Houston Oilers’ camp 
and many of the players had pelted the vehi- 
cle with eggs and small rocks. He kept the 
Players largely unified when other teams were 
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falling apart, and many who had questioned 
his quiet ways in the past saw a different, 
forceful leader, A new Moon, so to speak. That 
was the angle the media took 

“| don't feel it happened then at all," Moon 
said. "I think people just started noticing it a 
little more then. | went into training camp with 
a goal to be more assertive. | felt that | had to 
take more responsibilty. In the past, when we 
needed a big drive, we didn’t seem to get it: | 


amog auOds iy 


thought that if | took more of the role as a 
leader, it would help get us over that hump.” 

Naturally, it was still all talk until Moon, the 
$1.1 million per year quarterback Houston 
brought in four years ago, showed it on the 
field. He did the very first game, leading the 
Oilers from behind with 17 points in the fourth 
quarter, including a dramatic 59-yard touch- 
down pass to Ernest Givins, to upset the Los 
Angeles Rams, 20-16. Two weeks later, the 
regular players struck and Moon assumed a 
leadership role that was more obvious to the 
public. He was the daily spokesman for the 
striking Oilers. 

When they returned from the strike, Moon 
took up where he had left off on the field. He 
rallied the Oilers on a thrilling 80-yard drive 
against Atlanta, finishing it off with a 14-yard 
touchdown strike to Curtis Duncan. 

“I think those drives really helped me from a 
performance standpoint,” Moon said. "Being 
able to make some big plays on those drives 
helped my confidence as a leader and | think 
helped me in the eyes of the other players. But 
| knew it had to come last year from the begin- 
ning. We're a young team, and [as] one of the 
older players, | knew | would have to take on 
more responsibility.” 

The always reserved Moon of the past was 
gone. In practices and games, players began 
to see that Moon expected more of them. 

“In the past, | wasn't as assertive as | should 
have been," he said. "I didn't get after players 
when they needed someone to point things 
out. And | didn't call audibles sometimes be- 
cause | wasn't sure of myself enough.” 

Part of the problem for Moon before, howev- 
ef, was wondering exactly what offense was 
going to be run. In his first four seasons, he 
had a different offensive coordinator every 
year. But last season he struck up a special 
relationship with new quarterback coach June 
Jones, the former Atlanta Falcon, in his first 
year as a National Football League assistant. 
Jones had been an assistant in the USFL un- 
der offensive coordinator Darrell "Mouse" Da- 
vis, the developer of the Run-and-Shoot of- 
fense that Jim Kelly made famous with the 
Houston Gamblers. The offense has long 
been a focal point of skepticism by NFL old- 
timers, who felt it wouldn't work in their league. 
Having Jones add much of the Run-and- 
Shoot, now called the Red Gun offense, was 
the natural next step. And Moon couldn't have 
been happier. He had gone to coach Jerry 
Glanville midway through the 1986 season 
and complained that the offense had been too 
conservative. They opened it up and began to 
succeed, winning four of their last six games. 

“In the past we had been more strapped,” 
Moon said. "The coaches didn't have the con- 
fidence in us to go for the big plays. That's 
where June Jones came in. Jerry had a lot of 
confidence in June, and we started doing 
things we hadn't done before. It helped every- 
body. We have a lot of speed and the ground- 
it-out team we were before was wrong for us." 

The new flash attack was perfectly suited to 
Moon and his band of lightning receivers. 
They struck for big plays with stunning regu- 
larity as Moon hit passes of 40 yards or longer 
in nine of the 14 games he started. His 2,806 
yards and 21 touchdown passes both ranked 
seventh in the league last year. The tandem of 
Givins and Drew Hill led all wide receivers in 

continued on page 142 
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JOHNNY UNITAS 


The Quarterback in a League = 
of His Own. . « GE 


Now has a League 
of His Own 


You can be in JOHNNY’s league too, by playing in the Johnny Unitas 
Fantasy Football League (JUFFL), the most exciting game since foot- 
ball. If you ever wanted to own a pro team, JUFFL is the game for you. 
Now you can be general manager and coach of your own professional 
team in which you draft the players—you make the trades—you make 
the cuts—you sign the free agents—you decide who plays and who tides 
the bench. 


: Unlike other fantasy football games which only play half a game, 

@ JUFFL gives you all the action. When you play JOFFL, your team will 
have 28 to 32 pro players, including specific defensive players. Each 
3 week you will start 13 players, your starting team consists of the 


| following: 
1 Quarterback 2 Defensive Linemen 
2 Running Backs 2. Linebackers 
2 Wide Receivers 2 Defensive Backs 
1 Tight End 
1 Kicker 


Each week you will play a game against another owner in one of JOHNNY U’s Regional Leagues. The 
winner of the game is determined by the statistics of the players you selected and you started. You will 
be ina regional league of 16. The 4 division winners will win a certificate of achievement signed by JOHNNY 
UNITAS and your league Superbowl winner will win a handsome trophy and qualify for the National Grand 
Prize: a night out (for 4) with JOHNNY UNITAS including dinner in your favorite hometown restaurant, 
with JOHNNY picking up the tab. 


In addition, each week you will receive: 

1. a game report, which scores your weekly game and provides statistics for all your players; 

2. a League Report which gives you a weekly update on all teams in your Regional League; and 

3. a National, JUFFL Weekly Newsletter, with tips from JOHNNY UNITAS himself, and which allows you 
to compare your team with the best in the nation. 


Get in on the action and find out why JOHNNY says, “JUFFL is the most authentic and exciting foot- 
ball game available.” 


For less than $5 per week ($75 tithe on Sako ares eal | 
total ere Suarenteed 16 weeks TycrFL 1-800-52-JUFFL 1-3 Franchises $75.00 ea. | 
Of excise men ) you are in | Dept. $1 (orders only) 4-7 Franchises $71.25 ea. | 
JOHNNY’s league and a part of | 2:0. Box 14067 Illinois or other info. 8-15 Franchises $67.50 ea. | 
the action. In addition, there are j Rockford, IL 61105 1-815-399-4400 16 Franchises $60.00 ea. | 
SO june 4 10% ee | CI have enclosed a check or money order for ____ franchises. ; 
each when 16 join 30% off | Please rush my coaching packets. I 
each). All persons joining | 5 Johnny, JUFFL sounds interesting, please rush me more information. | 
together will be placed in the | jane. 1 
same division, conference and/or | : | 
league. { ABB SEES | 

Send your check or money | SY, S r Sue ae | 
order today, or credit cards call | Oi Check here if you wish to charge your payment to: 0) MasterCard | 
1-800-52-JUFFL, in Illinois(815) | OVISA | 
399-4400 and we will place you |" “%?™° BOON 4 
in a regional league and send | 
your coaching packets to get you | SC™"RE hoe complete ener persons 4 
started on an exciting pro draft L_————. ee ————— Sa — 


immediately. 
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by STEVE 


MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE 


When it ended, Anthony Carter had the 

best view in the house. With less than a 
minute to play, fourth down, 6-yard line and a 
sellout crowd at Washington's RFK Stadium 
introducing decibels never before heard in 
that ballpark, the Minnesota Vikings trailed the 
Washington Redskins, 17-10, in the NFC 
championship game last January. Carter, 
about two yards deep in the end zone, 
watched in horror as teammate Darrin Nelson 
cut along the goal line, got his hands on 
...and dropped quarterback Wade Wilson's 
last-gasp pass. That was it. Nelson was imme- 
diately hit by Washington cornerback Darrell 
Green and linebacker Monte Coleman, and 
Carter was left standing there, another pass 
not thrown his way. 

“Well, they just didn't call my play none in 
the second half and in the third quarter, not 
any time," said Carter, a hero in the Vikings’ 
two previous playoff games against New Or- 
leans and San Francisco. He caught a re- 
spectable seven passes for 85 yards against 
the Redskins. “| don't know what the deal was. 
But they coach and | play.” 

The deal was that Nelson, not Carter, was 
the receiver of choice on the Smoke 83 option 
play. In fact, some observers felt that Carter 
actually ran the wrong route on the play and 
inadvertently brought Green, his man, close 
enough to fall off on Nelson and perhaps dis- 
tract him, No matter, It was a fitting conclusion 
to a tumultuous and, in the end, highly suc- 
cessful season, for both Carter and the Vi- 
kings. Oh, it was a curious season, for tearn as 
well as player, the kind of season on which 
roller coaster tracks could be laid. 

They had high times, low times, and, in the 
playoffs (the Vikings’ first since 1982), some 
brilliant times as Minnesota surprised the New 
Orleans Saints, 44-10, in their NFC wild card 
game, then stunned the Super Bowl-favored 
San Francisco 49ers, 36-24, in the next 
round. Carter starred in both, as receiver, run- 
ner, and punt returner, with 500 yards in total 
offense and, against the 49ers, a record 227 
receiving yards on 10 catches. Alas, like that 
final play in Washington and Carter's agoniz~ 
ing view of it, the Vikings ended up a little 
short. They finished six yards shy of a touch- 
down that would have pushed the title game 
into overtime, perhaps a play or two from their 
fifth Super Bowl appearance (and chance to 
finally win one). 

“/ think it was fun," Minnesota coach Jerry 
Burns said when it was all over, "but it was So. 
doggone hectic at times. We had a little streak 
going there, and everything was great, then 
we went in the [can] and | went with it. Then 
we came back and did great, then went in the 
[can] again. It was an interesting year.” 

It was interesting for Carter, too, from the 
season opener against Detroit, in which he 
coughed up the first two balls thrown to him 
for interceptions, to the superb performances 
of the postseason. In between was the NFL 
players’ strike, during which the Vikings field- 
ed perhaps the worst of all 28 replacement 
teams, and the added frustration of losing im- 
portant games precisely when the team need- 
ed to peak, a slump that plunged many of the 
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Vikings into a December depression. At one 
point, Carter had had enough. His unhappi- 
ness about not contributing and losing—los- 
ing was the key issue, he would later say— 
bubbled over into the newspapers. Minnesota 
had blown another fourth-quarter lead that 
week, against the Green Bay Packers. 
“Sometimes you just wonder, why did they 
trade for me?" grumped Carter, a former 
USFL player whose rights were obtained from 
the Miami Dolphins before the 1985 season. 
In 40 games with the Vikings, spanning three 
years, Carter has 119 catches. "Around here 
you get used to it—two or three passes a 
game. Look, every four times | catch the ball | 
score. It's obvious someone doesn't care.” 


The Vikings’ response was predictable. Of- 
fensive coordinator Bob Schnelker said his of- 
fense would never force a ball into the kind of 
double coverage Carter often drew, Mike 
Lynn, the Vikings’ general manager, said, 
“The coaches recognize his ability, and 

would use their grandmother if they 
thought they could gain a yard." And Burns? 
“| take that all with a grain of salt,” he said, 
likening Carter to all those receivers who 
“never feel they're getting the ball thrown to 
them enough.” 

Still, the outburst was uncharacteristic for 
Carter, 28, a slight (5-11, 170), seemingly shy 
man with a receding hairline and a tendency 
to pull back, too, from strangers overly eager 
to be his friend. 

“Sometimes | wonder if he’s for real,” said 
Ortancis Carter, his wife and partner in a travel 
agency they share in Riviera Beach, Fla. "He's 
such a team player. And it bothers me some- 
times. Most people when they achieve, they 
want to assert themselves. He doesn't feel like 
that. If he never catches the ball, as long as he 
contributes something to the game or if the 
team wins, that’s all that counts.” 

That’s what counted to Carter in the Vikings’ 
first two playoff games, when he contributed 
in just about every way imaginable. Against 
New Orleans he set playoff records for long- 
est punt return (84 yards) and punt-return 
yards (143), all because he planted a seed in 
Burns's mind by handing the coach a poster 
that included Carter's college stats. Before 
the Saints’ game, Carter had returned just 
three punts all season. Then, against San 
Francisco, Carter caught at least one pass in 
every scoring drive and even ran 30 yards on 
a reverse play to set up another touchdown. 

“When they threw the ball close to him, 
sometimes I'd say, ‘Oh, please, don't let him 
catch it,’ " said Bubba Paris, San Francisco's 
huge offensive tackle who played with Carter 
at the University of Michigan. “But | knew 
there was no need to hope for that. | knew if he 
was near it, he'd get it.” 


Said Burns, “A.C.’s a big-play guy. If the 
good Lord put anybody on the earth to play 
football, it was Anthony Carter. He just didn't 
give him the body." 

Yet, when the national media turned its 
Spotlight on him in January, it was as if the 
rays were striking him for the first time. No one 
knew much about Anthony Carter, a tough 
guy to get to know. Born in Riviera Beach, 
Carter was the sixth of eight children, the 
youngest of five sons. Manita Carter, a single 
mother, worked for 21 years as a maid at a 
hotel, bought a home, and kept her children 
together. Anthony, meanwhile, kept to himself. 
At Michigan, where he became a favorite of 
Bo Schembechler's and broke records for re- 
ceptions (161), yardage (3,076), and touch- 
downs (37), he was known as “Hermit. He left 
after four years as much of a stranger to the 
Wolverine fans as the day he arrived, 

Said David Howard, his Viking roommate on 
the road, "He's sneaky on the field and sneaky 
off it. If you didn't know him, you wouldn't 
khow he's there, But he's the kind of guy who 
would take the shirt off his back for you.” 

Carter is an inveterate worrier Who takes his 
responsibilities seriously (he has helped raise 
Ortancis's two teen-age daughters) and 
wastes little time on a locker room lifestyle. 
Usually, he's the first Viking off the field after 
practice, the first showered, the first gone. 

"Guys [have got] on me pretty tough,” he 
said, “But I've been with those guys, prac- 
ticed with them, and I'm going to see them 
later on in the meetings.” 


Minnesota 

If Carter is a mystery man, he was the perfect 
playoff hero for the Vikings, a mystery team for 
most of the season. Then again, maybe team 
should be plural, because Minnesota played 
like three different teams last year. Whitey 
Herzog figured he saw enough in October of 
the Twins; well, football fans in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul saw plenty of the triplets that the 
Vikings acted like in 1987. Call them the 
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly Vikings. 

There were the Good Vikings, who won sev- 
en of the first eight games played with union 
players and then returned for the playoff 
games at New Orleans and San Francisco. 
The Good Vikings’ only loss through Novem- 
ber was at Seattle, 28-17, and they won one 
of the most entertaining games of the year 
when they beat Dallas in overtime, 44-38, ina 
nationally televised contest on Thanksgiving 
Day. (By the way, Carter caught eight passes 
for 184 yards and the two touchdowns that 
day in the best regular-season performance 
of his career.) 

The Good Vikings re-emerged in January, 
beating the teams with the NFL's best records 
(Saints, 49ers) by a combined score of 80-34. 
Their 44-10 victory over New Orleans was the 
largest margin ever in a wild-card game, and 
they surely showed the Saints "Who dat?” by 
outgaining them, 417 yards to 149. The Vi- 
kings scored on Carter's punt return, on a half- 
back option pass from Allen Rice to Carter, 
and ona Hail Mary fling with no time left, all in 
the first half. continued 
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Against San Francisco, the Vikings looked 
almost as good. The favored 49ers had out- 
Scored their three previous opponents, 124— 
7, bul they wound up benching quarterback 
Joe Montana in the third quarter and finding 
Super receiver Jerry Rice, who had set an NFL. 
record with 22 touchdown catches, just three 
times for 28 yards. 

‘The game was taken away early and we 
never got in sync," said 49ers coach Bill 
Walsh. "We give them full credit.” 

For a while, the Good Vikings even had no- 
tions of becoming the fourth NFL team to win 
the Super Bowl after its city's baseball team 
captured the World Series—ike the Orioles- 
Colts in 1970, Pirates-Steelers in 1979, and 
Mets-Giants in 1986. Except for 

the Bad Vikings. This version of Minne- 
sota's eam showed itself during some key 
moments of the NFC title game—Wilson was 
sacked eight times, various receivers 
dropped eight passes—but mostly il showed 
during December. That's when the Bad Vi- 
kings really sabotaged things. While all previ- 
ous 21 Super Bowl champions had posted 
records of 3-1 or better in their final four 
games, the Vikings limped in at 1-3. They 
started their skid against Chicago at the Me- 
trodome, when they failed four times to score 
inside the 2-yard line, then were haunted by 
the failure when they lost their lead, and the 
game, in the final 40 seconds. They lost prob- 
ably the most painful of those games in the 
final 1,09 against Green Bay, 16-10, and 
completed the slump in the regular-season 
finale by blowing a 10-point lead in the fourth 
Quarter against Washington and losing in 
overtime, 27-24. 

In other words, when they needed to win 
most—winning two of those final four would 
have clinched a playoff spot—the Vikings lost. 
With their fate in their hands, like Darrin Ne!- 
son, they dropped it. They made the playoffs 
only When Dallas beat St Louis on the final 
day. Burns and his staff hated to hear that 
their team had “backed into the playofts." 


The Ugly Vikings 
The only thing Burns liked Jess was the Ugly 
Vikings, the unit made up almost entirely of 
house painters, roofers, engineers, and auto 
Mechanics that stuck the team with an 0-3 
burden it almost did not shake. Four teams 
were winless during the strike (the Vikings, 
Giants, Eagles, and Chiefs) and only Minne- 
Sota reached the playoffs. Their 8-4 non-strike 
record tied them for fifth-best in the league. 
Now, the nuts and bolts of the strike were 
relatively painless for the local sports fans— 
the baseball Twins clinched their division one 
day after the first NFL games were canceled, 
and won the World Series one day before the 
regular games resumed. But the results of the 
strike hurt badly, thanks to Lynn. Believing 
that the strike would be short and hoping not 
to offend his union players, Lynn waited, too 
long, to assemble a replacement team. By the 
lime he sifted through the dregs of already 
dubious talent, Lynn wound up with the Ugly 
Vikings. An example, the quarterback was 


94 


Tony Adams, a balding, 27-year-old manutac- 
luring executive who hadn't played since a 
stint in 1981 with the Canadian Football 
League's Toronto Argonauts. He arrived at 
Camp three days before the first game, mostly 
to prove to his 9- and 11-year-old daughters 
that he had, indeed, played pro football. 

The “real” Vikings, 2-0 at the time, were 
caught in the middle. “It's a Catch-22,” said 
punter Greg Coleman. "You're ticked at them 
for crossing the picket line, but you hope they 
win for the record.” The regulars were even 
more annoyed when the replacements, after 
blowing the games, each got $9,000 as their 
share of the team's playoff earnings. 

Want to know the most fascinating thing 
about the Vikings in 1987? For all of it, good, 
bad, and ugly, the team ironically finished 
about where it belonged. Heck, the Vikings’ 
goal entering the season was simply to make 
the playoffs. They did that, and more. 

"We never really consistently were a domi- 
nating team like | think we could have been 
against some of the weaker teams,” Burns 
said. “Whether it was the quarterback situa- 
tion, the [calf] injury to [defensive tackle Keith] 
Millard, the interruption of the strike. . .| don’t 
know. | thought that we would be a recog- 
nized team, easily in the top six to eight teams. 
| don't think we quite arrived at that.” 


Turmoil on and off the Field 

If the Vikings didn’t arrive, they did improve, 
all things considered. And we do mean all, 
They overcame not just a rotten replace- 
ment—Burns called them his “displace- 
ment'—team, but other turmoils on and off the 
field. They survived a season-long quarter- 
back controversy, alcohol-dependency prob- 
lems, drunk-driving charges, a holdout by 
safety Joey Browner, and a battle for the at- 
tention and affections of the public in sudden- 
\y baseball-mad Minnesota. 

The quarterback situation just wouldn't go 
away. In 1986, Tommy Kramer passed for 
3,000 yards, threw 24 touchdowns, started in 
the Pro Ball, and helped the Vikings score an 
NFC-high 398 points. In 1987, Kramer was 2 
virtual washout, starting five games but finish- 
ing nove and not playing at all until the ninth 
week. He suffered a pinched nerve in his neck 
against New England in the team's third exhi- 
bilion game and never fully recovered. Wilson 
posted a 5-2 record asa starter, played well in 
others, held the job through the playoffs but 
sill is fighting a "backup" label. Complicating 
things, Kramer's poor season could be traced 
to his arrest a week before training camp on 
DWI charges and his subsequent 28-day re- 
habilitation at the Hazelden Foundation in 
Center City, Minn, Kramer, 33, who was later 
acquitted, worked out for two hours a day 
while at Hazelden, running and throwing 
Passes to other patients. 

Kramer's run-in with the law was not a first, 
for him or for the Vikings. During the winter of 
1982, Kramer underwent treatment in Califor- 
nia. And incredibly, by the time receiver Has- 
san Jones. was pulled over in November, six 
Vikings had been arrested on drunk driving 
charges in 14 months (others were Issiac Holt, 
Tim Newton, Steve Jordan, and Rich Gan- 
non). Another player, receiver Buster Rhymes 
(since waived), twice underwent treatment for 
chemical dependency. In December, Millard 
was arrested affer an altercation in a bar. 


“Any time you put youth, money, fame, and 
free time together you're going to have prab- 
lems,” said Lynn, who said the Vikings would 
Slart a drug and alcohol education program 
for its younger players. “We're beginning to 
think it's more than just a coincidence, and 
this is not acceptable to us.” 

All the outside problems made the Vikings 
relish their time on the field, a turnaround from 
the spit-polished but opponent-clobbered 
squad coached by Les Steckel just three 
years earlier. The current club was buill from 
the ashes of that 3-13 team, balstered by the 
addition of key USFL castoffs (Carter, Millard, 
Howard, and offensive linemen Gary Zimmer- 
man and Dave Huffman) as well as some 
youth. The Vikings in 1987 had seven rookies 
and 22 players with no more than two years of 
NFL experience. The team still has weakness- 
s, most apparent in the defensive backfield, 
at linebacker, and with both ends of its kicking 
game. Veteran Coleman slipped badly last 
Season and eventually lost his job to Bucky 
Scribner. Meanwhile, Chuck Nelson missed 
10 of 19 field-goal attempts in a late slump but 
rallied by kicking nine straight in the playotis. 

Minnesota's strengths remain its quarter- 
backs, in depth if not reliability, running backs 
(the Vikings led the NFL in rushing in 12 non- 
strike games and Nelson's 4.9-yard rushing 
average ranked second in the NFC), receiv- 
ers, and defensive line, No back rushed for 
100 yards against them. In fact, by season's 
end, the unit of Millard, rookie Henry Thomas, 
veteran Doug Martin, and rising star Chris Do- 
leman was being compared, favorably if pre- 
maturely, to the team's infamous Purple Peo- 
ple Eaters (Alan Page, Carl Eller, Jim Mar- 
shall, and Gary Larsen). Doleman, a convert- 
ed linebacker who thinks of himself as a "Tas- 
Manian devil" at defensive end, had 11 sacks 
and forced six fumbles in his first full season at 
the position. 

"He's good, damn good,” said Atlanta of- 
fensive tackle Mike Kenn. “He's got great 
quickness and super strength. He's definitely 
the premier pass rusher in the NFL right now.” 

The Vikings want to build on the gains they 
made in 1987. Their goal for 1988 is to catch 
and beat the Bears in the NFC Central Divi- 
sion, They learned the hard way how impor- 
tant home-field advantage is in the playotts. 
Sure, they did fine at the Superdome and at 
Candlestick Park, but the pressures of going 
‘on the road might have caught up with then in 
Washington. 

"| think We're right up there with the Bears 
and Skins athletically,” said Millard, “No doubt 
about it. By next year, we should be hot.” 

Ithelps, too, to know that the last four Super 
Bowl winners have come from the NFC, and 
that each won the Super Bow! after losing the 
NFC title game the previous season. But 
Burns, ever the cautious one, wouldn't bite. 

“I's a roll of the dice to get to the Super 
Bow. You have to throw three sevens lo get 
there. We threw two and didn't make the last 
poin! against the Redskins," he said, “People 
don't realize how tough it is. Because we lost 
by one catch or six yards, people think we're 
‘one play away from the Super Bowl, We're not. 
We've got lo go through a whole season. It's 
not like next year we start at the six-yard line to 
go the Super Bowl. 

If they did, the chances are good they'd 
look for Anthany Carter this time. 
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THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME 
GIVES YOU THE HOME-FIELD ADVANTAGE! 


Authentic Pro Action —— You are the Coach! 


“to the true football...buff, APBA games are little short of Nirvana.” 
That’s what the Wall Street Journal said about APBA a few years ago. And now the APBA Pro League Football Game 
is a bigger, better game than it was then. 
It's been expanded to allow more coaching decisions and options, and the number of possible play results has been 
greatly increased. Pro football trends and strategies change annually, and APBA has kept pace with them. 
IF YOU REALLY KNOW PRO FOOTBALL, THIS IS THE GAME YOU WANT! NO OTHER GAME UNDERSTANDS PRO 
FOOTBALL LIKE APBA DOES. 


You Can Coach All 28 Pro Teams with APBA Football 


It’s true! You can coach each of the 28 pro teams in your own home. You get 32 player cards per club——a total of 896 cards 
in alt—and many more are available if you want to expand your rosters. 

As coach, you'll choose the starting lineups and make just about all the decisions a real pro coach makes. (In fact, you can 
be more than merely a coach. You can be a general manager and owner as well. You can make trades. You can even create 
your own league and draft players from scratch!) 

On offense, you'll call the plays. You can select any one of seven basic scrimmage plays (not counting kicking plays, all of 
which are included in APBA as well), and there is a variety of formations from which to run them. Ona limited basis, you may 
also call certain unorthodox plays, among them a halfback pass, end around and fake kick. At times, you may elect to call an 
“audible” (a change in the play you originally sent in). 

On defense, you can set your unit primarily to stop either a run or a pass, whichever you anticipate. Defensive “situation” 
substitutions can be important, too: you may insert a fifth (or even a sixth) back when you expect a pass, and you'll want to 
juggle your linemen and linebackers, depending on the down and the distance to go, because many of them have better 
ratings against a run than against a pass, or vice versa. You can “key” on a particular ballcarrier or “double-cover” a 
dangerous receiver. You can blitz and, in short yardage situations, you can stack up in a “goal line defense.” 
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TRUE-TO-LIFE STATISTICS... GET FREE SAMPLE CARD RIGHT AWAY! 


APBA players will perform realistically in virtually 
every phase of play. They'll closely reproduce their 
actual records in the following statistical categories: 


* RUSHING % PLACE KICKING 

* PASSING % PUNTING 
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+ INTERCEPTIONS + KICKOFF RETURNS 
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..BUT APBA IS UNPREDICTABLE 


No matter how accurate overall individual and team 
records are, though, don’t think for a moment that APBA 
Football is routine or predictable. There are simply too 
many variables. As in on-the-field competition, the out- 
come of any game can be affected by turnovers, penal- 
ties, injuries and just plain luck. 

To add to the drama, APBA features an exclusive 
series of 220 unusual plays. These are perhaps the most 
exciting aspect of the game. They feature the kinds of 
plays you see on “highlight” and “blooper” films. You'll 
learn more about them when you get your free brochure. 


For a FREE sample of one of the 896 player cards.in 
the current edition of APBA Football, along with a full- 
color brochure describing the game in detail, send us 
the coupon below. 

‘©Copyright 1988 
APBA GAME COMPANY, INC. 
1001-10F Millersville Road 
Post Office Box 4547 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17604-4547 


APBA GAME COMPANY, INC. 
4001-10F Millersville Road 

Post Office Box 4547 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17604-4547 


Please rush me FREE sample player card and 17” x 12” full-color 
brochure. | understand | will be under NO OBLIGATION. 


Name 


Address 


Gity State Zip 


england paiviols 


- by LARRY FELSER surraco NEWS 


It was one of those moments frozen in 

time. The Cleveland Browns had driven 
relentlessly toward the Denver goal line, seek- 
ing to send the AFC championship game into 
‘overtime. The clock ticked off the seconds. 
Cleveland was inside the Broncos’ 10 with lit- 
tle more than a minute remaining in regulation 
time. The television camera focused on Art 
Modell, the Browns’ owner, whose face was 
an illustration of 23 years of frustration 

‘Then something happened. There was a lot 
of shuffling around, as if everyone on the field 
suddenly began searching for a lost lens. But 
it wasn't a lens. It was a lost football: Earnest 
Byner's fumble. Jeremiah Castile, an obscure 
defensive back, was the latest to have his 
name inscribed on Cleveland's list of January 
tormentors. He recovered the fumble and 
Denver's victory was secured. 

In 1988, Cleveland will be propelled by twin 
frustrations: its own and that of the American 
Conference. The National Conference has 
pounded on the AFC representative in four 
consecutive Super Bowls. In the last two, the 
victim was Denver. Its getting on AFC nerves. 
There is a lot of sentiment around the AFC that 
the Browns are the team best equipped to 
retrieve some honor. When someone asked 
Chuck Noll, the Pittsburgh coach, why the 
Steelers made Aaron Jones, the defensive 
end from Eastern Kentucky, their No. 1 draft 
choice, Noll replied: “When you select all 
those skill players, you end up losing the Su- 
per Bowl by 38 points. Super Bowls are still 
won by blocking and tackling.” The Broncos 
lost to Washington by 32 points, not 38, in 
Super Bowl XXII, but it was obvious that Noll's 
observation still was a jab at them. 


Other AFC coaches suggested after the Su- 
per Bowl that Cleveland would have been a 
better delegate to the game because of its 
greater size and better balance. But wishing 
won't get the Browns into anything. They'll 
have to make at least some improvements. 
They began that at draft time, adding some 
needed pass-rush help with Florida's blitzing 
linebacker, Clifford Charlton, and Clemson 
defensive tackle Michael Dean Perry, the 
“Fridge's" younger brother. Another year of 
experience for Bemie Kosar, the brainy quar- 
terback, also should help. 

But if the Browns falter again, Denver re- 
mains a Super Bowl possibility for the third 
consecutive year, something only the Miami 
Dolphins of the 1970s. have pulled off. The 
Broncos are still too small, their running game 
is too flimsy, and their defense is too unbal- 
anced, but they do have John Elway at quar- 
terback and a habit of winning consistently. 

Aside from the Browns and Broncos, the 
AFC is full of teams on the make. The India- 
napolis Colts accelerated their development 
with the acquisition of all-pro running back 
Eric Dickerson, then won the Eastern Division. 

The coming of quarterback Jim Kelly to Buf- 
falo was followed by the Bills' construction of 
an exciting new defense built around pass- 
rushing end Bruce Smith and kid linebackers 
Shane Conlan and Cornelius Bennett 

In Pittsburgh, Noll is reviving the Steelers in 
the same manner he nurtured his four-time 
Super Bowl champions: with a strong, intimi- 
dating defense and an offense that is valued 
mostly for what it doesn't give away. 

The Los Angeles Raiders moved in the col- 
lege draft to restore their reputation. They 
dealt their way to the selection of Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Brown of Notre Dame, who 
gives them a multipronged offensive weapon, 
and also stocked up on Raider-type defensive 
prospects 

Houston, which barged into the playoffs 
and upset Seattle in the wild-card game, is as 
much a mystery team as an upwardly mobile 
‘one. The Oilers lived on the edge last year, 
both in a football sense and a psychological 
one. Their coach, Jerry Glanville, did a good 
job, but he expends a lot of his energy tilting at 
windmills, feuding with the press, the fans, the 
NFL front office, and other distractions. Glan- 
ville graphically summed up his philosophy by 
designing a T-shirt that pictured an Oiler hel- 
met colliding with a map of the U.S., anot very 
subtle symbol of “us vs. the world.” 

In a separate category are the New En- 
gland Patriots, beset by off-the-field commo- 
tion starting with the long and loud change in 
ownership. At the same time, their coaches 
and canny personnel chief, Dick Steinberg, 
have changed the football team for the better 
with a fast, slick retooling 


Clearly, it's a time of change in the AFC. Not 
that the teams on the move are without imped- 
iments. Indianapolis has an unstable quarter- 
back situation. The Colts can’t seem to keep 
Gary Hogeboom in a reasonable state of 
health. They demonstrated a lack of faith in 
young Jack Trudeau by making quarterback 
Chris Chandler of the University of Washing- 
ton their top pick in a weak draft. Considering 
that they had traded away their top picks, the 
Colts didn’t do enough to help themselves in 
the offseason. They did play some long shots, 
signing nose tackle Joe Klecko, who had 
been released by the Jets as too great a medi- 
cal risk; then signing safety Ray Ellis and de- 
fensive end Ezra Johnson, released by Cleve- 
land and Green Bay, respectively. 

Buffalo didn't have enough offensive explo- 
sion, but the draft is seen as the Bills’ remedy. 
Their first two selections were big-play offen- 
sive stars: Oklahoma State halfback Thurman 
Thomas and a speedy, small-college receiv- 
ing star, Bernard Ford of Central Florida. 

The Steelers changed radically, sending 
quarterback Mark Malone to the San Diego 
Chargers and trading for quarterback Todd 
Blackledge of Kansas City, once a major 
prospect. Whoever plays quarterback will be 
in charge of a slow and limited attack. If Pitts- 
burgh becomes a playoff team once again, it 
will take the same route it followed in the early 
1970s in Noll's pioneer days—via defense. 

The Patriots lost two important linebackers, 
Don Blackmon and Steve Nelson, to injury 
and retirement, They have enough depth to 
replace them adequately, but there is a big- 
ger worry at quarterback. They will ask Steve 
Grogan, handicapped by his battered, 35- 
year-old body, to start once again. Tony Ea- 
son is all but phased out. Unpopular with the 
New England fans to begin with, it's unlikely 
Eason can mentally survive the public savag- 
ing he took from his old teammate, John Han- 
nah. “Steve Grogan looks for the pass receiv- 
er," Hannah told an audience last spring. 
"Tony Eason looks for the pass rush. They 
‘ought to dress him in a skirt.” 

The Raiders broke their 25-year-old custom 
of staying within the organization by hiring an 
outsider, Denver's offensive coordinator, Mike 
Shanahan, to replace Tom Flores, who either 
retired or was pushed out. Shanahan is con- 
sidered a bright, innovative strategist, but 
whether he can coexist with Al Davis remains 
to be seen. The least Shanahan can do is give 
the Raiders’ defensive plotters some clues on 
how to find an antidote for Elway, with whom 
he was extremely close. What Shanahan 
needs most in his new job is for a whim to 
strike Bo Jackson that will lead him from a 
Kansas City Royals’ uniform to Raiders’ pads 
full-time. 

The Raiders’ coaching job was the only one 
that changed hands after last season, but 
there are several AFC coaches on the edge in 
1988. Sam Wyche's Bengals have been un- 
derachieving for too long. Joe Walton may 
find that the patience of New York Jets’ owner 
Leon Hess is not unlimited. Kansas City owner 
Lamar Hunt had to be embarrassed by the 


Some of the individual categories for 1988 
could go this way: 
® Rushing: Eric Dickerson, Indianapolis 
© Passing: Dan Marino, Miami 
© Receiving: Al Toon, New York 
® Most Valuable Player: Bernie Kosar, 
Cleveland 
Coach of the year: Marty Schottenheimer, 
Cleveland 
© Defensive rookie of the year: linebacker Clit- 
ford Chariton, Cleveland 
© Offensive rookie of the year: running back 
John Stephens, New England 


OFFENSE 1988 
WR Al Toon, New York; ALL-AFC 
Webster Slaughter, Cleveland. TEAM 


TE Clarence Kay, Denver 

T Jim Lachey, San Diego, 

Tunch likin, Pittsburgh. 

G Roy Foster, Miami; Ron Sol, Indianapolis. 
C Ray Donaldson, Indianapolis 

QB Bernie Koser, Cleveland. 

RB Eric Dickerson, Indianapolis: 

Kevin Mack, Cleveland, 

PK Gary Anderson, Pittsburgh. 

DEFENSE 

E Bruce Smith, Buffalo; Howie Long, 

Los Angeles. 

NT Bill Maas, Kansas City 

‘OLB Andre Tippett, New England: 
Comelius Bennett, Butialo. 

ILB Shane Conian, Butialo; 

Brian Bosworth, Seattle. 

(CB Hanford Dixon and Frank Minnifield, 
Cleveland 

FS Jeff Donaldson, Houston. 

SS Keith Bostic, Houston 
P Scott Fulhage, 
Cincinnati 


Chiefs’ performance under Frank Gansz after 
Hunt fired John Mackovic. Al Saunders of San 
Diego works for one of the NFL's most impa- 
tient owners, Alex Spanos. 


— 

After two consecutive defeats to the 

Denver Broncos in the AFC championship game, 
the Cleveland Browns, 

behind quarterback Bernie Kosar (right), 
should make it all the way to the Super Bow! this season. 
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JOHN ELWAY 


DENVER BRONCOS 
There is no doubt about the Broncos’ pedi- 
gree. The proof is available in all the vital sta- 
tistics: division championships and playoff 
appearances in the last five years, 10-victory 
seasons, home and road results and overall 
record during the last five years, and AFC ti- 
tles in 1986-87. But the poundings Denver ab- 
sorbed at the hands of the New York Giants 
and the Washington Redskins in the last two 
Super Bowls cannot be measured by statis- 
tics. Nor can the psychic damages be 
washed away by pointing out that the Broncos 
still have the quarterback, John Elway, most 
likely to lead a team to another Super Bowl 
Elway's reputation was damaged by the Red- 
skins’ defense. 

On the other hand, the Broncos still look like 
the best team in the AFC West. That may say 
more about the division than it does about the 
incumbent conference champions. Denver 
needs overhauls in its defense, running game, 
and offensive line. 

Washington raised some questions about 
the Denver defense in the second quarter of 
‘Super Bowl XXII when it scored an astounding 


98 


‘BRONCOS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING-—Karls, $1 poinis on 37 extra poin's and 18 fild 
goals. . 4th 


RUSHING—Winder, 741 yards on 196 canes, 38 avg, 6 
TDs. 5th 

PASSING —Elvay, 224 of 410 allempls for 3,198 yards and 19 
TDs...7h 

RECEIVING—Jotnson, 42 receptions for 684 yards, 16 avg, 7 
Ts... 23d 

INTERCEPTIONS —Harden, 4 for 85 yards, 213 avg. ..h 
PUNTING—Horan, 44 punis, 4.1 avo. longest 61 yards. . 4th 
PUNT RETURNS—Ciark, 18 for 233 yards, 12.9 avg, 1TD... 


unranked 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Bell, 15 for 223 yaids, 21.5 avg 
Unranked 


| SCHEDULE 

3 ALLA Rams (N) 
13. SAN FRANCISCO (N) 
49 ALMiami (N) 

25_ INDIANAPOLIS (N) 


August 


Kansas City. 
26 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (N) 
October AUSan Diego... 


ALPIISBUIDN Lm 
November 


December ALLos Angeles Raiders 
11 A Seattle (N) 


17 NEWENGLAND . 


35 points. The Broncos could not penetrate 
the protection around quarterback Doug Wil- 
liams, nor could they begin to hold the Red- 
skins’ running game in check. The Denver de- 
fense could not begin to cover Washington's 
smurf receivers. It is obvious that the Broncos 
have difficulties with large, physical teams. 


There are enough of those on this years . 


schedule: Cleveland, the Los Angeles Rams, 
Indianapolis, and San Francisco in addition to 
the usual division toughies. 

For a team that gets overpowered by larger 
opponents, the Broncos made a strange 
choice with their first selection in the draft. 
They picked the hard-knocking nose tackle 
from Syracuse, Ted Gregory, who was sur- 
prised himself that he was taken in the first 
round. Gregory is a fine player, a fierce com- 
petitor, and terrific leader, but at 6-foot-1 and 
260 pounds, he doesn't have the size to be a 
dominating player. Besides, he was hurt too 
often during his college days. Gregory is not 
the type of defender who is going to change 
the Broncos’ image. Denver followed up by 
selecting safety Kevin Guidry of LSU and cor- 
nerback Corris Ervin fo Central Florida. Guidry 
was not rated highly by most other scouts and 
Ervin is a long-range prospect, so the Bron- 
Cos aren't going to get much immediate help 
on defense. 

If the Broncos repeat as the AFC Super 
Bowl representative again, it will be with the 
same basic defense they fielded last year. 
The one big difference would be if Gregory 
unseats Greg Kragen at nose tackle. For a 
team that allowed just 288 points a year ago, 
Denver doesn't have much of a pass rush. It 
centers around two players, end Rulon Jones 
and Karl Mecklenburg, who functions as both 
an inside linebacker and down lineman. 
Jones had seven sacks and Mecklenburg six. 
Jones weighs just 260 pounds, Mecklenburg 
230, and Kragen 245. The only down lineman 
with any size is 275-pound Freddie Gilbert, 
who was hurt all last year. Everyone, especial- 
ly Mecklenburg, got handled by Washington. 

Presumably the Broncos’ 1988 opposition 
will learn things from the Super Bow films, but 
coach Dan Reeves and defensive coordinator 
Joe Collier plan to use Mecklenburg almost 
exclusively inside when he plays linebacker 
this year. He was used on the outside a lot last 
season and teams ran away from him. Mi- 
chael Brooks, who was worked in slowly as a 
tookie because of a knee injury he suffered in 
his senior year at LSU, will challenge either 
Ricky Hunley or veteran Jim Ryan for a line- 
backing job. Ryan has played nine years and 
is showing some wear. “Hunley had a poor 
year,” Reeves said bluntly. Simon Fletcher, 
the biggest linebacker at 240 pounds, im. 
Proved on the outside. 

Because of their flimsy pass rush the Bron- 
Cos need all they can get out of the second- 
ary. There is a lot of skill and leadership back 
there. Mike Harden, switched from corner- 
back, had a big year at strong safety until he 
broke his arm before the AFC championship 
game. Mark Haynes had his best year at left 
corner since coming over from the Giants in a 
trade. Tony Lilly was stable enough in his first 
year as the starting free safety. Right corner 
may be a mystery position, with Steve Wilson 
and Jeremiah Castille battling for the job. If 
neither is the answer, Collier can move Hard- 
en back to corner and reinstall Dennis Smith, 
who missed a month of the season due to 
injury, at strong safety. 
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Offensively, Denver needs another out- 
standing season from Elway. Last year he 
threw for 3,198 yards and 19 touchdowns and 
produced some enormous leadership. He 
drilled the Chicago Bears for 341 yards and 
three touchdown passes when Denver need- 
ed a lift after being upset by Buffalo. When 
they were about to fall out of the lead in the 
division on December 6, the Broncos were 
rescued by a 28-point, second-half come- 
back against New England, led by Elway's 
two touchdown passes. 

Elway needs to be just as good or better this 
year, since Denver may be without its most 
explosive runner, Gerald Wilhite, and there 
are injury problems in the offensive line. Wil- 
hite, averaging 5.4 yards a carry at the time, 
suffered a broken leg at midseason and his 
future is in doubt. Sammy Winder, a plugger 
who led the team with 741 yards, is the most 
dependable ball carrier. Gene Lang and 
Steve Sewell are role players. Elway himself 
adds zest to the running game. He was the 
second-leading ground gainer (304 yards) 
and scored four times. 

The Denver receiving corps could be more 
potent with another year of experience for 
Ricky Nattiel, who broke in with 31 catches 
and a 20,3-yard average, then led the team in 
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playoff receptions. Speedy Vance Johnson 
had 42 catches, seven of which were for 
touchdowns, to lead the Broncos. 

Reeves thinks that Clarence Kay can be- 
come one of the NFL's premier tight ends. Kay 
became more prominent in the pass offense 
in 1987, catching 31 balls for 440 yards. He 
starred in the 34-10 playoff victory against 
Houston, catching two touchdown passes 
and setting up a touchdown with a 29-yard 
reception. Long before he was known as a 
receiver, Kay contributed heavily to the Den- 
ver running game with his blocking. 

There may be some major moves in the of- 
fensive line, which could be a playoff factor. 
Dave Studdard, the long-time left tackle, suf- 
fered a career-threatening knee injury, Jim 
Juriga, who has sketchy experience and is 


also returning from a knee injury, may replace 
him. With Billy Bryan retired, Keith Hartz could 
move from tackle to center. The only stable 
positions are the guards, with Pro Bowler 
Keith Bishop and Bear reject Stefan Humph- 
ries, and right tackle with veteran Ken Lanier 
Not one of the key linemen weighs over 270 
pounds, which is Lilliputian by today's NFL 
standards. Tackle Ron Heller, obtained in a 
trade with Tampa Bay, could help. Elway was 
sacked only 20 times last year, but he is 
among football's most mobile quarterbacks. 
Rich Karlis is a reliable place-kicker. His 
726 field-goal percentage is the best in the 
team's history. Mike Horan was the NFL's 
eighth-ranked punter (41.1-yard average) 


BRONCOS VETERAN 
pos hi_wt age colle 
TE 62 29 24 LSU 
FB 5-10 190 24 Bosion College 
OL 63 235 31 Baylor 
DE 6-4 260 28. Arizona St 
'$ 5-11 174 24 No, Oakoa SL 
1B 64 235 24 LSU 
C 62 2 32 Due 
Bryan, Steve OL 62 256 24 Ovahoma 
Castile, domian DB 5-10 175. 27 Alabama 
Colorio, Tory... DE 6-5 260 23 
Denison, Rick LB 6-3. 220. 30 Colorado St 
Elvay, Jt 08 63 210 28 Steno 
Fide, Simon... .DE 6-5 240 26 Houston 
Freeman, Mike... G 6-9 256 27. Arizona 
Gibert Freddin DE 6-4 275 26. Georgia 
Grady, Sam... WR 5-10. 165.24. Tennessoe 
Harden, Mike, CB 6-1 192 29 Michigan 
Mak. OB 5-11. 195 90. Colorada 
8 Hood, Wnlowd,... 0G 63 265 25 Georgia 
2. Horan, Mike P 51) 190 29 Long Beach St 
79 Humphries, Sklan. G63 268. 26 Mchigan 
Huy, icky... AB 6:2 238 27 Aizona 
80 Jackson, Mark, WR 5:9. 174 25. Purdue 
82 Jonson Vance. WR. 5:11 185. 25. Avena 
ones, Rulon... DE 6-8 260 30. Utah St 
ig, sin T 68 269 2 Mindis 
archer, Ken 0B 63. 205. 25 Tulane 
Aas, ich K 60 180 29 Cincinat 
Kay Clarence... TE 62 237 27 Georgia 
Kioslemann, Brice LB 6-4 225 25 So. Dakota S. 
Kragen,Gieg.... NT 6 245. 26 Uh Stale 
72. Kat, Ke T 64 270 25 Calla 
8 Kubiak Gay... QB 60 192 27 Teas A&M 
38 Lang, Ge AB 5-10 195 26 
76; Lanes, Ken 63 269 29 Florida Stale 
68. Lee, Lary OL 62 263 29 UCLA 
22 Uy, Tory, S60 199 26. Florida 
59 Loss, Tim U8 63°20 27 Caliornia 
29 Narsal, Waren... AB 60 216 24 dames Madison 
85 Massio Rick... WR 6-4 190 27 Kentucky 
7H Mecklenburg, Karl L863 280 23. Minnesola 
‘46, Micho, Booby. RB/TE 6-3 240 26. Texas 
89 Mabey, son... TE 65 256 25. Salem 
5} Manion, Mac. LB 62 281 22 Nebraska 
84 Nate Riony, .... WR 59 180 22° Florida 
38 Plume, Bruce... DB 6-1 197 24 Mississippi St 
Provence, Andrew DE 6-3 267 27 South Carolina 
74 Remeber, Dan. ...T 66 275. 28 Abilene Chistian 
48 Robbins, Randy... S 6:2 189 28 Arana 
0) Ryan, Jim (8 61 225 3) Willan and Mary 
30 Sewell Slovo. RBWR 6-3. 210 24. Okahoma 
49 Smith, Demis ,.....$ 63 200 29 USC 
TO Suda, Dave... 7 6-4 260 33. Teras 
61 Townsend, Andle..OL 63. 265 28 Mississpp! 
‘1 Walson, Sieve... WR 6-4. 195) 31. Temple 
58 Wikinson, Rae... LB 6-3 235 21 ‘Richmond 
447 Wille, Gerald... .RB §-10 200 28 San Jose S. 
45 Wilson, Stve CB 5-10. 195 31 Howard 
23 Wind, Sammy... RB 5-11 213.29. So. Misisip| 
pe tl Ne 
D 
(dame pos wt _colege 
1 Grey, Ted oF 1 260 
2. Pay Gold T 65 Southern 
3. Guiry Kevin DB 60 175 L9U 
5 ivi, Comis DB G1 184 Cental Five 
7 Kel Pal TE 66 239 Syracuse 
7 Frnk, Gary C64 300 Mississippi SL 
9 Fant Mel “RB 60 216 UCLA 
10 Willams, Chaning RB 5:9 221 Arona Ste 
11 Cabin Richard... RB 60 200 Washinglon St. 
42 Cart Johnny. .....NT 6:3. 263° Grambling Sale 
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LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
Has it come to this for the Raiders? Are they a 
team that must count on a part-time player to 
win any games? That is what happened a year 
ago. The only games L.A. won after the strike 
were against Seattle and Buffalo, when Bo 
Jackson was in their lineup and flying. Without 
Bo playing a major role, the Raiders demon- 
strated that they could lose to anyone. 
Conventional wisdom around the NFL is 
that Al Davis, the Raiders’ major domo, has 
spent so much time in courts of law in the last 
few years that he lost contact with what was 
happening in football, which was unlike Davis. 
The Raiders’ recent won-lost records suggest 
that there may be something to conventional 
wisdom. Davis, however, definitely was pay- 
ing attention before the annual college draft. 
First he dealt defensive end Sean Jones, 
whom he deemed expendable, to Houston 
and turned the Oilers’ first draft choice into 
Heisman Trophy winner Tim Brown. Later he 
dealt with San Francisco for another first- 
found pick, which he used to draft Scott Da- 
vis, a defensive lineman from Illinois who has 
Raider size and temperament. In between, he 
used the Raiders’ own first-round choice to 
select Terry McDaniel, a Tennessee corner- 
back who excels at coverage. Within the next 
two years, all three rookies should play big 
roles in restoring the Raiders’ reputation 
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RAIDERS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Bahr. 84 points on 27 extra points and 19 field 


goals. .Bth 
RUSHING—Allen, 754 yards on 200 cams, 38 avg, 5 
TDs._.4h 


PASSING —Witson, 152 of 266 alempts for 2.070 yards and 12 
TOs. _5th 

RECEIVING Alen 51 recepions for 410 yards. 80 avg. 11th 
INTERCEPTIONS —Mcklroy, 4 for $1 yards, 103 ag, 1 
1D. tan 

PUNTING— Talley. 55 punts. 40.7 avg. longest 63 yatds. 6th 
PUNT RETURNS — Woods, 26 for 189 yards, 732g. th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Mueles.27 for 588 yards, 21.8 avg. 


‘SCHEDULE 
August 8 AlSen Francisoo (N) 
13 DALLAS 
2) WASHINGTON (N) 
%_AChicago 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 
Seplember 4 SAN DIEGO WB 
na = 
18 LOSANGELES RAMS = 
% a Demvec(h) 1430 
October 2 CINCINNATI 2 
9 MAM = 
16 atKansas iy 10-16 
23 at New Orieans a 
3D KANSAS CITY Si? 
November § a San Diego (N) 1446 
13. al San Francs = 
20 ATLANTA = 
23 at Seat (Ni) 14 
December 4 DENVER 723 
Ve aButiz. cal 
18 SEAME 13-35 


Davis's selection of Denver offensive coor- 
dinator Mike Shanahan as his new head 
coach will be analyzed even more closely 
than the draft choices. But what Davis has not 
done yet is acquire a quarterback who can 
play up to the team's traditional standards. 
These Raiders don't have the right stuff with- 
out one. Will they try to resurrect Rusty Hilger, 
their main project for 1987 that went wrong 
almost from the start? Will they try to develop 
Steve Beuerlein, Brown's old Notre Dame bat- 


terymate, who didn't get much of a chance as 
a rookie? Will they make a trade? Or even try 
to prop up 40-year-old Jim Plunkett? 

Chances are they will go against the grain 
and stay with the much maligned Marc Wil- 
son. He threw for 2,070 yards and a dozen 
touchdowns last year, mediocre stuff, but the 
Raiders could give him far more interesting 
support in 1988. For one thing, there is Brown, 
who is a major talent running patterns any- 
where on the field. Then there is James Lofton, 
the ex-Green Bay all-pro, who acclimated 
himself to his new suroundings late last sea- 
son and finished with 41 catches, five touch- 
downs, and an eye-popping 21.5-yard aver- 
age. Despite his 32 years, Lofton can still fly 
He may have a number of weaknesses, but 
Wilson can throw long and now, with Lofton, 
Brown, and ex-Canadian League star Mervyn 
Fernandez, who broke in without much impact 
a year ago, the Raiders have deep speed. 

Thanks to Jackson, the Raiders finished first 
in rushing in the AFC. Bo averaged an amaz- 
ing 6.8 yards on his 81 carries, gaining 554 
yards. Marcus Allen gained 754 yards, fourth 
in the conference. He also caught 51 passes. 
There is a fresh look to the power running, too. 
Vance Mueller averaged 4.7 yards on 37 car- 
ties in his second pro season. Steve Strachan, 
now a four-year pro, averaged 3.9 on 37 at- 
tempts. They could become more prominent 
this year. 

Tight end Todd Christensen is not quite the 
weapon he used to be, but he still caught 47 
Passes and made the Pro Bowl. Christensen, 
fiercely active in the players’ association, 
might have been distracted by the strike. 

The offensive line is not what Raider fans 
have come to expect. In spite of the team's 
first-place finish in rushing, L.A. doesn't over- 
Power opponents as it used to. The quarter- 
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backs were sacked 53 times, which was the 
second-worst in the AFC after the New York 
Jets’ 66. The best lineman, center Don Mose- 
bar, had offseason back surgery again. Patri- 
ot discard Brian Holloway returns for one 
more season, at least, at tackle, John Clay 
started as a rookie, but he didn't contribute 
anything special. There is a crowd at guard. 
Bill Lewis tries to hold off Charley Hannah and 
Chris Riehm at left guard while Bruce Wilker- 
son and ex-Eagle Dean Miraldi fight it out on 
the right side. 

What the Raiders need defensively is a big 
year from both Howie Long and nose tackle 
Bill Pickel. Pickel suffered from a foot injury 
last season and Long just had a year that 
wasn't near his standards. Yet the Raiders still 
finished second in the AFC with 44 sacks. 
Ricky Townsend, the pass-rush specialist, led 
with 812. Long had just four. Bob Buczkowski, 
the No. 1 draftee of three years ago, who has 
been slowed by injuries, gets his big chance 
with Jones traded to Houston. If he doesn't 
make it, there will have to be a crash course 
for Scott Davis, who wasn't known as a big- 
play guy at Illinois. There could be a surprise 
from Tim Rother of Nebraska, who was a gift in 
the fourth round, Rother was among college 
football's top overachievers. He keeps com- 
ing at you in the Raider style. 

There is another crisis in the linebacking 
corps. The old standbys are either eroding 
with age or just slowing down. Rod Martin is 
34, Linden King 33, and Matt Millen is not the 
Intimidator he used to be. Only Jerry Robin- 
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son, a starter on the outside, and inside back- 
er Reggie McKenzie played particularly well. 
The Raiders drafted one of the top sleepers, 
linebacker Edwin Grabisna of Case Western 
Reserve, in the sixth round. He is a superb 
athlete, but he needs a lot of work. 

McDaniel was the fastest cornerback in the 
draft. He isn’t even close to reaching his po- 
tential, since he was a track star at Tennes- 
see, which took away some of his time with the 
football team. He had some problems with 
possession receivers, which should be cor- 
rected by pro coaching. The Raiders also 
drafted two other defensive backs, UCLA's 
Dennis Price, who intercepted four passes in 
the Hula Bowl, and Oklahoma safety Derrick 
Crudup, who is near linebacker size. The 
stockpiling is understandable, Corners Mi- 
chael Haynes and Lester Hayes are at or near 
the end. The Raiders are the last bastion of 
man-for-man coverages, and ex-Cardinal Lio- 
nel Washington did not adjust well in chang- 
ing from zone defenses. On the other hand, 
safeties Vann McElroy and Stacey Toran are 
still solid players. 


Good special-teams’ play used to be a 
Raider trademark, but only Mueller's kickoff 
returns, a 21.8-yard average, were anything 
out of the ordinary. That's why Brown is sucha 
plus. It would not be a surprise if he ranked 
with the NFL's best return men as a rookie. 
The kicking game is now an adventure in the 
L.A. Coliseum. Chris Bahr missed seven of 10 
field goals beyond 40 yards. Stan Talley’s 
punting made no one forget Ray Guy. 


RAIDERS VETERAN ROSTER 
fo, name pos__hi_wt age college 


44 Mams, Selon.......S 510 185. 25 
32 Allen, Marcus... RB 6-2 205 28. Southern Cal 


33 Anderson, Eddie...S 6-1 200 25. Fort Valley St 

10 Baty, Chis K 5-10 170 35. Penn State 

56 ames, Jet....., LB 62 230 33 Caliornia 

2 Bralon, Gene... TE 65 245 28. Texas Souhemn 

95 BucckowsWi, ob ...DE 65 270 24 Pitsburgh 
Budde, Brad... G 64 271 30 Southam Cal. 

46 Chisinsen, Todd... TE 6-3 230 32. Brigham Young 

78: Clay ohn T 65 295 24 Missouri 

45. Davis dames. 5 60 1% 31 Souhem 
Evans, Vine... QB 62 200 33. Southam Cal 


3 
Et 
a 
% 
zh, 3 
27 Hawkins Frank... RB 5:9 210 29 Nevada-Reno 
37 Hayes, Les... 0B 6-0 200 33. Teas A&M 
‘2 Haynes. Mike... CB 62 190 35 Arizona St 
BA Hest, Jessie... WR 5-11 170 25. Florida St 
12 Hilger, Posty... QB 6-4 205 26 St 
76 Holloway, Brian... 6? 285 29 Stanford 
34 dadson, Bo... RB 6) 230 26 Aubum 
74 Jordan, Shelty .....T 6:7 285 36 Washington (MO) 
7 dunkn, Trey... TE 62 730 27 Louisiana Tech 
59 Kimmel Jamie.....18 63 235 26 Symoxe 
52. King: Linden LB 64 250 33. Colorado Stale 
40) Lee, Zeph RB 63 210 25 Southam Cal 
5t Lewis, Bill OL 67 275 25 Nebasa 
BO Lotion James... WR 6-3 190 32. Stan 
75 Long, Howie DE 65 265 28 Vilenova 
60 Marsh, Curt & 65 275 29 Washinglon 
53. Marin, Rod 1B 62 225 34 Souther Cal 
65 Manin, Mictey G64 270 33 Tennessee 
26 Meflioy, Vann... 62 195 28 Baylor 
54 Mokervi, Reggie. LB 6-1 235. 25 Tennessee 
20 Melero Chis...RB 64 230 25 Arizona 
55. Millen, Matt LB 62 245 20. Penn Site 
64 Mirai, Dean G 65 20 9 Uah 
7 Do... € 66 275 27 Southem Cal 
42 Musi, Vance ...RB 6-0 210 24 Occidental 
81 Parker, Andy... TE 65 245 27 Utah 
71 Pidel, Bill Di 65 260 29 Rutgers 
16 Plunket Jim... 08 62 225 41 Stantord 
77 Reb, Chis G 66 275 27 Ohio Sale 
‘57 Robinson, Jery LB 6-2 225 32 
43. Seae, Sam CB 59 185 26 Westem St 
35 Smit, Sleve RB 6-1 235 24 PemStale 
39 Slechan, Slve...RB 6-1 220 25 Boston College 
5 Tay, Stan P 65 20 3 TCU 
61 Taulolo, Jon ..T G4 280. 29 UCLA 
96 Taylor, Maicolm....0T 66 280 28 Tennessee St 
30 Toran, Stacey ......5 63 200 27 Note Dame 
93 Townsend, Greg. .DE 6:3 250 27 TCU 
48 Wastinglon, Lionel. CB 6-0 185 28 Tulane 
67 Wheeker, Dwight, ...OL 63 280. 33. Tennessee SL 
68 Wikerson, Bruce... G 65 280 24 Tennessee 
85 Wiliams, Dokie.. WA 5-11 180 28 UCLA 
98 Wills, Mich OT 68 275 26 SMU 
6 Wikon, Mac... 08 66 205 31 Brigham Young 
90 Wise, Mike DE 67 265 24 Cal Davis 
88 Woods, Chris... WR 5-11 190. 26 Auburn 
66 Wright, Steve. T 66 270 29 Northem ova 
DI 
id_rame pos ht _wt_college 
7 Brown Tin WR 60 195 Note Dane 
1 McDaniel, Teny..., CB 5-10 170 Tennessee 
1 Davis, Sot DE 67 268 linois 
4 Rother, Tim DE 67 270 
5 Price, Dennis, DB 61 170 UCLA 
6 Grebisna Ewin LB G2 243. Case Western 
7 Crudup, Derick... DB 6:2 211 Oktehoe 
8 Alerandes, Michael..WR 6-2 202 Penn Sale 
9 Ware. Reogie RB 6-1 238 Aubum 
9) Tabor, Scott P 6:2 195 Calfomia 
10. Harel, Newt OT 65 310 West Texas St 
41 Weber, David 08 6:0 215 Carll Wi) 
12 Kunkel, Greg 06 65 275 
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‘SEAHAWKS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC 

SCORING—Johnson, 85 points on 40 extra points and 15 field 

gals. 6th 

RUSHING—Warmer. 985 yaids on 234 carries, 42 avg, 8 

TDs. 2 

PASSING—Krieg, 178 of 294 attempts for 2131 yards and 23 

Ths... .31 

RECEIVING —Largen, 58 receptions for 912 yards, 157 avg, 8 

TDs. dnd 

INTERCEPTIONS —Easley, 4 for 47 yards, 11.89..11th 

PUNTING—Rodriguez. 47 punts, 40.0 avg, longest 63 yards 
3th 


PUNT RETURNS—Edmonds, 20 for 251 yards, 126avg.... fst 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Edmonds, 27 for 564 yards, 209 avg 
sth 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 4 PHOENIX (N) 

11 AtDetroit (N) 

49. BUFFALO {N) 

26 _AtSan Francisco (N) 


1988 SCHEDULE. 1987 SCORES 
September 4 al Denver 17-40 
11 KANSAS CITY 43-14 
18 al San Diego = 
2 SANFRANCIScO ~ 
Odlober 2. at lania = 
at Cleveland — 
16 NEWORLEANS. . - 
23. atLos Angeles Rams ¥ — 
30 SANDIEGO. 43 
November 6 BUFFALO = 
13 HOUSTON .. ‘ = 
20 atkansas City 20-41 
28 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS (N}. i437 
December 4 at New England i = 
11 DENVER (N) 2321 
1B at Los Angeles Raiders 513 
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SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 

There is something about a players’ strike that 
does unpleasant things to Chuck Knox. Nor- 
mally the most stable, in-control of coaches, 
Knox unraveled in 1982 at Buffalo, then re- 
signed after the season. Last year he seemed 
to age each game as the Seahawks played a 
disappointing season, then were upset by 
Houston in the wild-card game. There also is 
the five-year syndrome. Knox spent five sea- 
sons with the L.A. Rams, found himself in an 
untenable position, and left for Buffalo. After 
five years with the Bills, he left for Seattle. This 
is his sixth season with the Seahawks. 

As usual, there is an unsettling situation at 
quarterback. In Los Angeles Knox had five 
different quarterbacks in as many years. At 
Buffalo he had only Joe Ferguson, but grew 
disenchanted with him. In Seattle Knox hasn't 
led any cheers for Dave Krieg, even when 
Krieg had 32 touchdown passes in 1984. Last 
April, Knox dealt three draft choices to the 
Phoenix Cardinals for the draft rights to Kelly 
Stouffer. No one knows for sure just how good 
Stouffer can be, but the biggest thing he may 
have going for him is that he isn't Dave Krieg. 
Until Stouffer develops, however, Krieg is still 
No. 1. On paper, that doesn't seem so bad. 
Kreig threw for 23 touchdowns in 1987, a per- 
centage of 7.8 TDs per pass, tying Joe Mon- 
tana of San Francisco for the league lead. But 
he also was intercepted 15 times, giving him 
the highest interception rate among the top 10 
passers. It isn’t just the interceptions, or any 
other statistics, that trouble Knox. The main 
rub is that Krieg is inconsistent. He can't string 
together more than a couple of good games. 

There is a concern about Curt Warner, the 
Seahawks’ great halfback. It isn't lingering 
problems with his surgically repaired knee. 
Warner erased all worry about that with a 985- 
yard year, including eight touchdown runs. 
But he is starting to suffer other little injuries, 
symptomatic of running backs who carry the 
ball a lot over extended periods. He suffered a 
sprained ankle against Houston in the playoffs 
and the Seahawks didn't have the depth to 
replace him. Knox moved fullback John L. Wil- 
liams to running back and it didn't work. 

Seattle took a stab in the draft, selecting 
Kevin Harmon of lowa in the fourth round. He's 
a lot like his brother Ronnie of Buffalo: a shifty 
runner who doesn't always hit the hole ag- 
gressively. His forte is catching the ball. If 
Warmer is nicked again, the burden may go to 
Williams, who gained 500 yards, averaged 4.4 
yards a carry, and caught 38 passes in his 
second pro season. 

A major change in Seattle's receiving corps 
is in the future. Steve Largent may retire after 
this season. Largent still catches at least a 
Pass a game and last year caught 58, eight for 
touchdowns. There has to be an asterisk ap- 
plied, however, as 15 catches and three TDs 
came in one strike game. 

Raymond Butler, picked up as a free agent 
after the Colts cut him, has been found mon- 
ey. He caught 33 passes, five touchdowns, 
and averaged 14.1 yards. But Butler is 31 and 
1987 might have been a bonus. Daryl Turner 
is as inconsistent as ever. Almost half his 
catches, six of 14, went for touchdowns, but 
he is just as likely to drop the ball as make the 
big play. As a remedy, Knox drafted Brian 
Blades, who averaged more than 20 yards a 
catch during his career at the University of 
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INSIDE the SEAHAWKS 


Fast-paced, hard-hitting action 32 times a year 
for only $23.75. Catch Inside the Seahawks and 
read the magazine the players read, too! 
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Miami, and Tommy Kane, who caught 14 
touchdown passes and averaged more than 
22 yards a catch in his final season at Syra- 
cuse. Forget the tight end. Mike Tice is con- 
sidered just another blocker for the running 
game in this system. 

The offensive line is always a Knox asset, 
but there is age in this one, Center Blair Bush 
and tackles Mike Wilson and John Borchardt 
are in their 30s. The strength of the unit is in 
tackle Ron Mattes and the guards, Bryan Mil- 
lard and Edwin Bailey. 

One of the things that propelled Seattle into 
the playoffs last year was the best third-down 
production in the NFL. The Seahawks pro- 
duced a first down 48.7 percent of the time. 
One of the more surprising negative statistics 
were the 314 points surrendered by the de- 
fense. The tone seemed to be set in the open- 
ing game when Denver beat them, 40-17. 
This was a Seattle team that had closed the 
1986 season with five consecutive, impres- 
sive victories and supposedly was fueled by 
the frustration of not making the playoffs. 
Yielding 40 points to the Broncos, an eventual 
Super Bowl team, was one thing. The shock 
was that three of the weakest teams in the 
league thumped the Seahawks. The New York 


104 


Jets scored 30, the Raiders 37, and Kansas 
City 41. One of Knox's precepts is that the first 
task of a successful defense is to stop the 
tun. Seattle finished 26th in the NFL in rushing 
defense. 

To improve that record, the Seahawks have 
to get consistently good play from their im- 
pressive young linebackers. Fredd Young, 
who has been to the Pro Bowl as an inside 
linebacker or special-teams' commando in all 
four of his pro seasons, combines with Brian 
Bosworth in what should be one of the more 
formidable inside linebacking combinations in 
football, How could they finish so low against 
the run? Bruce Scholtz, a steady player, and 
scrappy, undersized Gene Gaines are the 
outside backers. It would be a surprise if Tony 
Woods, last year's first-round draftee, did not 
win a permanent job by pushing either of the 
incumbents out of the lineup. There is depth, 
too, with Dave Wyman, Keith Butler, and spe- 
cial-teams' player Sam Merriman. 

The primary defensive headache is the loss 
of Kenny Easley, the strong safety who used 
to be the best in the NFL at his position and set 
the tone for the Seahawks. Easley, a stormy 
central figure in the strike, originally was sent 
to the Cardinals in the Stouffer deal, but he 
flunked his physical examination and the 
trade was restructured. It was found that Eas- 
ley has a kidney ailment, which puts his foot- 
ball career in jeopardy. Easley's potential re- 
placement is inexperienced. Mark Moore 
spent his entire rookie year on injured reserve. 
Eugene Robinson does a decent job at free 
safety, but Terry Taylor and Patrick Hunter 
were burned regularly at the corners. The 
Seahawks are very thin back there. 

The line could make a difference for the 
weak secondary. Jacob Green, who finished 


third in the AFC with 9¥2 sacks and went to the 
Pro Bow, is a force. So is the underrated Jeff 
Bryant. Joe Nash gets overpowered at times 
because he's a small nose tackle. On pass- 
rush situations, Young acts as a standup de- 
fensive end. He blitzed for nine sacks, fourth 
in the AFC. The Boz added four sacks 

Knox can't afford to have place-kicker Norm 
Johnson do anything but have a good year. 
He was 15-for-20 on field goals last year. Ru- 
ben Rodriguez, the punter, averaged 40.1 
yards, but 17 kicks settled within the 20-yard 
line. Bobby Joe Edmonds led the AFC in punt 
returns with a 12.6-yard average and added a 
20.9-yard average on kickoff returns. 


SEAHAWKS Re 
(0. ane pos hi_wt age _colkge 
5 Bailey fawn... G64 276 29 SC Soe 
Baay.Rolnd NT 64 260 24 LSU 
76 Borcard Jon, TS 272 31 Montana St 
55 Bosworh, Bion... LB 62 248 23. Oktaora 
77 Bryan, Jel DE 65 272 28 Clenson 
97 Bumnhan, Tim. T&S 280. 25. Washingon 
3 Burse, Tory FB 6.0 220 23 Middle Ten. 
59. sh, Blair © 63 272 2 Washingon 
53 Buller, Keith LB 6-4 239 32 Memphis State 
53. ule, Ray WR 6-3 206 32. Soulein Cal 
BA Crk Lois... WR 6:0 206 24. Mississipi St 
30 Exkmonds, Bob Joe. .AB. 5-11 186 24 Arkansas 
54 Fess Grant C 6-7 280 26 Abilene Cristian 
88 Fran, Byron. WR 61. 18330. Auburn 
56 Gaines, Greg... LB 63 222 30 Temessee 
7 Gitw.Gale «0B 63-206 27 Calla 
Green Jaco DE 6-3 252 3) Teas ARM 
47 enc, ie 2 
Hels, Ron %6 
25 Holi, Davia 2% 
2 Huser, Pack 24 
24 eskins, Melvin %6 
52 dotnson, ML 24 
9) dotnson, Nom: 8 
26 chin, Key 
15. Komp, Je 
17. ig, Dave 
37 Lane Ere 
80 Lange Sieve 
11 Mabison, Buce 
70. Mates, Ron 
‘51, Meriman, Sam 
7) Mid, Bryan 
6) Miz Anza 
35 Moo, Mak 
43. Monts, Randal 
2) Mayer Paul 
72 Nish, oe 
73 Powell Ain i 
41 Rdbinson, Eugene ...S 6-0. 186 25 Colgate 
5 
27 Rimes, Chas. CB 6-1 190 35. N.C. Cantal 


74 Singer; Cun T 65 
82 Shans, Paul = WR S11 


198 
186 
201 
90 
2 
184 
2065, 
306 
rad 
284 
13 
194 
20 
201 
257 
26 
186 
Rodrigue, Ruben. P62. 220 23 Aizona 
190 
a2 
279 
183 
Stout, Kely OB 63. 214 
255 
191 
175 
247 
240 
194 
206, 
26 
20 
280 
2a 
a) 
23 


87 Stover. Wibur TE 6-4 255. 24 Georgia 

20 Taylor, Tery €B 5-10 191 27 Souther iinais 

85 Teal Jimmy. WR SAT 178. 25 Texas 

(86 Tie, Mike TE 67 247 29. Maryland 

90 Tipton Rica 18 6-2 240 27 Washingion St 

BY Tuner, Day... WR 6-3. 194 27 Michigan SL 

28 Wamet, Cut RB S11 205 27 Penn Ste 

932 Wiliams, Jon .FB S11 226 26 Florida 

91 Willams, Legler. NT 63 Mami 

75 Wilson, Mike T 65 280 33 Geomia 

57 Woods, Tony... LB 6-4 244 23. Pitsburg 

82 Wyran, David LB 6-2 229. 24 Stanford 

50 Young. Fredd LB 6-1 233. 27 New Mexico St 
D) 

1d name posh wt_college 

2 Blades, Ban WA S41 182 Miami 

3 Kane, Tommy ..... WR S11 178 

4 Haim, Kevin... RB 6-0 200 lowe 

6 Hat, Roy NT 60 245. South Carolina 

T cson, Ray DB 811 192 Ohio Sate 

& Tyler, Robert TE 65 255 South Capina 

9. Wise, Deatick NT 64 280 Jackson State 

410, Jones, Denn Or 63 28) Miani 

11 MeLeod, Rick OT 6-6 288 Washington 

11 Harper, DB 510 170 South Catolna SL 

12 DesRochets Dave .. OT 6-6 275 San Diega Stole 
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CHARGERS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Abbol. 61 points on 22 extra poinls and 13 teld 


Goals. 
RUSHING Aes) on Bc 380, 1 


"Assos 206 of 364 attempts for 2.517 yards and 10 
1s 
Fe, 453 receptions or 519 yards, 98 avg, 3 


INTERCEPTIONS smi 5 (01 28 yards, 56 avg. 5th 
PUNTING—Mojsiejenko, 67 puns, 42.9 avg, longest 87 yards 


is) 

PUNT RETURNS—James, 20 for 400 yards, 125 avg. 1 70 
i 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Holland, 19 for 410 yards, 21.6avg....4th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 6 DALLAS (N) 
13. alLA. Rams (N) 
20 SAN FRANCISCO (N) 
26 LA-RAMS (N) 
‘eet ats tad 1987 SCORES 
September los Angeles Raiders Bar 
i abewe os O24 
18 SEATTLE — 
25 at Kansas City 13-20 
Ocjober «2_‘DENVER 17:31 
9. NEW ORLEANS = 
16 alMiami = 
2 NDWAPoLIs 120 
30. at Seat 3.34 
November 6 Tos aNGLES RADERS (i 16-14 
13 atAllanla = 


20 al Los Angeles Rams... = 
27 SAN FRANCISCO — 
December 4a Cincinnati 109 


11 PITTSBURGH 16:20 
18 KANSAS CITY 42.21 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 

Remember Air Coryell? The supersonic pass 
plays? The Blue Angels-style intricacies? 
What they have now in San Diego is Al's Air 
Taxi Service. With Dan Fouts limping his way 
to retirement, the opposing defenses short- 
ened the field on the Chargers last year. San 
Diego aimed its once-big guns and little flags 
popped out of the muzzles reading "Bang!" 
The chore of coach Al Saunders now is to 
redesign the offense to cope with the 1990s. If 
he fails, Saunders may not get to the '90s with 
the Chargers. 

Itwon't be easy. Saunders will have tomake 
chicken Kiev out of chicken giblets since his 
new quarterback is Mark Malone, who left 
Pittsburgh with a mob not far behind 
Saunders hired Jerry Rhome, the Washington 
Redskins’ quarterback coach. He is expected 
to concoct something like Hank Stram's old 
moving pocket for Malone, since using him as 
aconventional drop-back passer was a disas- 
ter in Pittsburgh, Malone is, to use Don Shula's 
phrase, “an athlete playing quarterback.” 

Malone has to run and improvise and travel 
sometimes strange journeys to be effective. 
Last year he had the lowest efficiency rating in 
the NFL (46.7). The next-lowest was the 61.6 
by Green Bay's Randy Wright, who lost his job 
to rookie Don Majkowski. Rhome has to suc- 
ceed in some manner with Malone. The next 
quarterback in line is Mark Vlasic, a second- 
year man who is a long-term prospect. Mark 
Herrmann was dispatched to Indianapolis in a 
postseason sale. The headiest fantasy built by 
the Chargers has Kellen Winslow, Rod Bern- 
stine, Gary Anderson, Wes Chandler, and top 
draftee Anthony Miller of Tennessee on the 
field at the same time with Malone connecting 
deep regularly. Dream on, Charger fans. 

Itis essential that Rhome build some sort of 
successful passing attack because the Char- 
gers’ running game seems to have taken an 
extended leave of absence. They finished 
27th in the NFL in rushing. Only dismal Atlanta 
was lower. They also fumbled a lot, 38 times in 
1987. Journeyman Curtis Adams was the 
leading ground gainer with a less than modest 
343 yards, Veteran fullback Tim Spencer 
gained 228. The biggest hope for improve- 
ment is with Gary Anderson, whose name 
popped up in a number of deals that were not 
made last spring. He gained 260 yards, but 
averaged just 3.3 a carry and his longest run 
was 25 yards. That is thin stuff for a back of his 
talent. He was more effective as a receiver, 
catching 47 for a 10.7-yard average. Maybe 
Rhome can coax more out of him. 

The draft upgraded the pass receiving. The 
first two picks were Miller and lowa's Quinn 
Early. Miller, a track star, averaged 18 yards a 
catch on 36 receptions for the Vols as a junior, 
then suffered a knee injury in last season's 
‘opening game. He came back to star in the 
postseason and convince the scouts he has a 
Willie-Gault-type future in the NFL. Early is the 
Big 10 long-jump champion. He averaged 22 
yards a catch as a junior, then went for quanti- 
ty as a senior, catching 61. As you might ex- 
pect, his leaping ability is one of his greatest 
assets. Quick development by either or both 
of the rookies is essential, since Chandler 
seems to be sliding. His statistics don't indi- 
cate it (39 catches for a 15.8-yard average) 
but Chandler slumped when the Chargers 
went into their six-game losing streak in the 
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‘second half of the season. Saunders used lit- 
tle Lionel James mostly as a wide receiver. 
The ex-halfback caught 41 passes for three 
touchdowns and a 14.5-yard average. 

Rhome will install a Redskins-type attack, 
which means heavy use of tight ends. Kellen 
Winslow, even though he's not the superstar 
of years ago, still made it to the Pro Bowl with 
53 catches and three touchdowns but just a 
9.8-yard average. Pete Holohan was traded to 
San Francisco, but Rod Bernstine, last year's 
top draftee who broke in with just 10 catches, 
has enormous potential. Eric Sievers is a val- 
ued blocker. 

The Chargers have one dynamite offensive 
lineman, left tackle Jim Lachey, and James 
FitzPatrick came around as the left guard, Fitz 
may be tried as the right tackle. If he works 
out, Sam Claphan might return as the left 
guard with Dennis McKnight at right guard 
and 34-year-old Don Macek at center. If not, 
Gary Kowalski or rookie David Richards, who 
never reached his limits at either SMU or 
UCLA, would battle for the right-tackle job. 
Stacy Searels of Auburn is another rookie pos- 
sibility at guard. 

San Diego led the AFC in sacks with 45, 
which may be a little deceptive. A number of 
those came in the three strike games, all 
Charger victories. Saunders got some bad 
news, even though it was expected. Leslie 
O'Neil, the pass-rushing rookie star of two 
years ago, is probably finished with football 
due to his serious knee injury. Still, there is Lee 
Williams, who had eight sacks last year. Rook- 
ie Joe Campbell of New Mexico probably will 
be worked in as the designated pass rusher. 
The Chargers rated Campbell much higher 
than most other NFL teams. Les Miller will play 
against the run. Mike Charles, banished by 
Miami for lack of discipline and excess of 
weight, played better for the Chargers. He al- 
ternates at nose tackle with Chuck Ehin. 

The Chargers have to get improved play 
from their line, inside linebackers, and safe- 
ties against the run, They gave up 144 yards a 
game, one of the poorest records in the 
league. The outside linebackers are fine. Billy 
Ray Smith led the defense with 88 tackles and 
intercepted five passes, more than any other 
AFC linebacker. He didn't make the Pro Bow! 
but many thought he should have. Chip Banks 
had a great first half after arriving in a trade 
with Cleveland, He fizzled somewhat during 
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the second-half slump. Young David Brandon 
has some possibilities on the outside. The 
Chargers have to do better than Thomas Ben- 
son and Gary Plummer on the inside. 

Vencie Glenn established himself as a free 
safety to watch. He is the Chargers’ best 
open-field tackler and he intercepted four 
passes, one of which he returned an NFL- 
record 103 yards against Denver. The corners 
are Elvis Patterson, who justly acquired the 
nickname “Toast as a New York Giant be- 
cause he was burned so often, and either of 
two journeymen, Danny Walters or Gill Byrd 


Martin Bayless did a commendable job at 
strong safety after arriving from Buffalo in a 
trade, but Jeff Dale comes off the injury list to 
challenge him 

Ralf Mojsiejenko's 42.9-yard punting aver- 
age put him in the Pro Bowl. Vince Abbott's 
13-for-22 field-goal performance put him in a 
shaky position. James returned punts at a 
12.5-yard rate and took one 81 yards for a TD. 

With all their problems, it was a triumph for 
Saunders to win five non-strike games last 
year. He may have trouble duplicating the ac- 
complishment in 1988 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 
He's up! He's down! He's up again! This time 
he's down on his back! But he struggles to his 
feet once again! Take your pick. The descrip- 
tion fits either quarterback, Bill Kenny or Steve 
DeBerg. Frank Gansz, the Chiefs’ coach, will 
have to make his pick this season, since he 
traded Todd Blackledge to Pittsburgh and 
traded with Tampa Bay for DeBerg. Check the 
similarity in their 1987 statistical lines, and 
give DeBerg an asterisk. The NFC is a tougher 
pass-rush conference. 
@ Kenney: 2,107 yards, 15 touchdown 
passes, nine interceptions, 85.8 rating 
© DeBerg: 1,891 yards, 14 touchdown 
passes, seven interceptions, 85.3 rating 
What does it all mean? Just a handy distrac- 
tion for what isn't likely to happen for Kansas 
City this season. The Chiefs aren't going any- 
where. The best they can hope for is a slight 
improvement over last year's 4-11 record 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


CHIEFS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—1owery, 83 points on 25 extra points and 19 field 
goats... tn 

RUSHING —Otoye, 650 yards on 157 caries, 42 avg. 3 
TDs... 8th 

PASSING—Kenney, 154 of 273 allempls for 2.107 yards and 15 
TDs...4th 

RECEIVING —Carson, 55 receptions for 1,044 yards, 190 avg, 7 
TDs, 6h 

INTERGEPTIC 1.3 10r58 yards, 19.3209... 19% 
PUNTING—Gooddurn, 59 punts, 40.9 avg., iongest $5 
yards...5th 

PUNT RETURNS —Ciemons, 19 or 162yards, 85 avg...6th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Paimer, 38 for 923 yards, 243 avg, 2 
TDs, st 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 6 CINCINNATI (N) 
13, AtAllania (N) 
19 vs. Green Bay (at Mimaukee, N) 
2 PHOENKK(N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
September CLEVELAND = 
Ti ASeatile 14-43 
18. DENVER Ne 
2 SANDIEGO... 20-13 
October 2 AL New York Jes: = 
‘AtHouston ~ 
16 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 1640 
23 DETROT aH 
30 AiLos Angeles Raigers 1735 
November 6 AlDenver 1720 
43. CINCINNATI (727-30 
20 SEATTLE 41-20 
27 AtPitsburgh 16.17 
December 4 NEW YORK JETS 316 
11 ALNew York Giants = 
18. AtSan Diego 21-42 
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Whoever plays quarterback will have a dan- 
dy set of wide receivers once again. Carlos 
Carson caught 55 passes, averaged 19 yards 
acatch, and was the only AFC receiver to gain 
1,000 yards (1,044). He also scored seven 
touchdowns. Stephone Paige averaged 16.4 
yards on his 43 catches. There isn't much 
else, though. The Chiefs finished 26th in the 
NFL in pass offense. 

Kansas City has some talent, however, Four 
of the Chiefs—Carson, defensive backs Al- 
bert Lewis and Deron Cherry, and nose tackle 
Bill Maas—went to the Pro Bowl, not bad, con- 
sidering the win-loss record. The problem is 
that the Chiefs are still reverberating from the 
Big Shakeup of 1987, when John Mackovic 
was fired after getting K.C. into its first playoff 
in 15 seasons. The idea that Gansz could 
move smoothly from special-teams' coach to 
head coach looks somewhat ludicrous now. 
The Chiefs made the 1986 playoffs with a 
shaky blend of opportunism, sound defense, 
great special-teams' play, and a gung-ho atti- 
tude. The coaching change damaged the 
team both in a football and a morale sense. 

The wisest course, offensively, might be to 
emphasize the running game. It used to be a 
Kansas City weakness, but it is improving 
The top two draftees last year were running 
backs, Paul Palmer and huge fullback Chris- 
tian Okoye. Okoye had 660 yards and broke a 
43-yard touchdown run. There is some explo- 
sion. Herman Heard, who averaged 5.7 yards 
a carry, had a 64-yard scoring play. Palmer, 
who averaged 6.5 yards on 24 carries, re- 


turned two kickoffs for touchdowns, one for 95 
yards. He led the AFC in kickoff returns with a 
24.3-yard average, and no one else in the 
league had more than one return for a score 
Of course, any Kansas City return man gets a 
lot of kickoff practice. Palmer had 10 more 
returns than anyone in the conference, Palmer 
will get a good chance to beat out Heard, 
even though he eased casually into his pro 
career to the unhappiness of his coaches. 
Heard tumbled seven times on a team that 
tied San Diego for the most fumbles in the 
AFC (41), 


The Chiefs have the makings of a line that 
can control the ball. The development of tack- 
le John Alt last year was a reminder that offen- 
sive linemen sometimes bloom slowly. The 
Chiefs hope so, since Irv Eatman, the other 
tackle, and guard Brian Jozwiak are still in the 
budding stage. Jozwiak has been bothered 
by nagging injuries. Mark Adickes is a solid 
guard, The jury remains out on Tom Baugh as 
the starting center, Rich Baldinger played 
right guard when Jozwiak was hurt. Jonathan 
Hayes has to block from tight end since he 
won't earn his keep as a receiver. 
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The Chiefs’ offense scored 20 or fewer 
points in seven of the 12 non-strike games, so 
they have to take their points where they can 
find them. Often they find them off the instep 
of place-kicker Nick Lowery. The old standby 
kicked 19 field goals in 23 attempts. 

Despite their three Pro Bowlers, the Chiefs’ 
defensive unit finished next to last in the NFL 
against the run and had one of the weakest 
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pass rushes in the league, with just 26 sacks. 
That's one of the reasons Kansas City gave up 
its second-round draft choice in order to trade 
up with Detroit in the first round to select Neil 
Smith, the Nebraska defensive end with the 
condor wing span, Mike Bell, who came back 
after doing time for a drug conviction, wasn't 
the same player. Art Still's best days are be- 
hind him. Smith was a necessity. 


The nicest thing that happened to Gansz 
since last season was his success in convinc- 
ing Rod Rust to return to Kansas City from 
New England to serve as chief of the defense. 
The Chiefs slumped woefully after defensive 
coordinator Walt Corey left last year to rejoin 
Marv Levy in Buffalo. Rust was Corey's old 
boss on Levy's staff in Kansas City and is 
considered one of the top defensive strate- 
Qists in the NFL. His first priority may be to 
motivate Smith, who had a reputation for do- 
ing something awesome then coasting for a 
couple of plays during his Nebraska career. 
Eventually, Kansas City likely will line up with 
Maas at nose tackle and Smith and Bell at the 
ends. Still, who does not get along with 
Gansz, could be traded by opening day. The 
Chiefs still have Pete Koch, who never has 
approached his potential, and also Leonard 
Griffin, who is a prospect in the line. 

There is an emergency in the linebacking 


corps. Tough Dino Hackett is the only major 
league talent. Aaron Pearson joins him on the 
inside. Outside linebacker Tim Cofield ap- 
pears lost when he isn't called upon to blitz. 
Ex-Saint Jack Del Rio is too slow to be any- 
thing but a reserve inside man. Rust will have 
to squeeze something extra from James Har- 
tell, Angelo Snipes, and Louis Cooper, since 
the draft brought no reinforcements. 

The defensive strength is the secondary, 
possibly the finest in the AFC. Albert Lewis is 
‘one of the best all-round cornerbacks in foot- 
ball and Kevin Ross isn't far behind. Free safe- 
ty Deron Cherry is a Pro Bow! fixture and may- 
be strong safety Lloyd Burruss should be. 
Mark Robinson is another good strong safety. 
J.C. Pearson fills the nickel back role well. 

So why did the Chiefs use the second-high- 
sest draft choice they owned, a third-rounder, 
to draft Kevin Porter, the Auburn defensive 
back, when they had far greater needs? Por- 
ter was projected by most scouts as a strong 
safety. The answer may be that the new per- 
sonnel chief, Whitey Dovell, is inexperienced 
as a drafter. Most of his career was spent as 
an assistant coach, but he's the man Gansz 
hired when Les Miller, the long-time chief 
scout, was fired, Other than Smith, K.C. didn't 
seem to address enough needs. After Porter, 
the next draft choice was Mississippi receiver 
J.R. Ambrose. The best hope for a bonus 
came in the seventh round when the Chiefs 
took a flyer with sleeper outside linebacker 
Troy Stedman of Washburn, who may require 
a year or two of polishing 
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BROWNS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC 
oS 75 points on 33 extra points and 14 tieid 
goals. 1th 

FUSING, 735 yards on 201 carries, 37 avg. 5 


PSS 241 of 389 atlemprs for 3,033 yards and 22 


FeCeNNE ape, 52 receplions for 552 yards, 10.6 avg. 
210s. 9th 

INTERCEPTIONS —Wrigh, 4 for 152 yards, saan. 170, 
7th—Minnitild, 4 for 24 yards, 6.0 avg. 

PUNTING—Johnson, 50 puns, 39.4 avg inp 

yards... 11th 

PUNT RETURNS—MeNeil, 34 for 386 yards, 1.4 avg... 4ln 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Young, 18 for 412 yards, 22:9 avg, 
vunaned 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 6 DETROIT (N) 
13 At Tampa Bay (N) 
18 New York Jes (at Montreal, Canada, N) 
25 _ NEW YORK GIANTS (N} 


1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
ity’ tae ron 


November 


2 3 
30 CINCINNATI... 
7 AtHouston (N) 
13 ALDenver. 
20. PITTSBURGH 
27 AL Washington 
DALLAS, 


7 

4 

2 AtMiami (N) . 
18 HOUSTON 10-16 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 
The answer will be one of these: 

1. Nothing will stop them from attaining their 
elusive goal. 

2. The frustration and the heartbreak of the 
two previous Januarys will shake their confi- 
dence and lead them to self-destruct. 

The question is: How will the Cleveland 
Browns react to their second consecutive, ul- 
cer-creating failure against Denver in the 
American Conference championship game? 

According to Marty Schottenheimer, their 
coach, the answer will be No. 1. “We are more 
determined than ever," vowed Schottzy. "We 
will do whatever it takes to win the league 
championship. We can't fee! sorry for our- 
selves and worry about how we lost our 
chances the last two years.” 

There are a lot of believers around the AFC, 
including some of the Browns’ rivals. “They 
choked, but they choked with class," said 
Cincinnati linebacker Reggie Williams. Some 
AFC coaches, including Don Shula of Miami, 
think that the last two Super Bowls, in which 
the New York Giants and then Washington 
crushed Denver, would have been closer had 
the bigger, more physical Browns been the 
conference representatives. Not that the 
Browns are standing pat. “We have to im- 
prove,” admitted Schottenheimer, “and that's 
what we'll do. Our current players have to get 
better. We have to find new players to help us 
and we have to find new ways to win.” 

Some of the improvement could come in the 
play of quarterback Bernie Kosar, even 
though he already ranks among the NFL's 
better quarterbacks. Kosar is such a bright 
player, the more experience he gets, the more 
dangerous he becomes. His performance in 
the last playoffs is a case in point. He passed 
for 585 yards, six touchdowns, a 63.9 comple- 
tion percentage, and just two interceptions in 
72 attempts against Indianapolis and Denver. 
The Browns averaged just under 36 points in 
the two games. Kosar's regular-season num- 
bers were similar. He threw for 22 touch- 
downs, 3,033 yards, a 62.0 completion rate, 
and an even lower interception ratio. 

On the surface, Kosar and the Browns’ at- 
tack appeared to suffer a loss when offensive 
coordinator Lindy Infante was hired as Green 
Bay's new head coach. But Marc Trestman, 
Kosar's college tutor, was hired as quarter- 
back coach. Schottenheimer did not desig- 
nate a new offensive coordinator. He will as- 
sume some of those duties himself. 

Schottenheimer might put more emphasis 
on the running game. The Browns averaged 
116 rushing yards a game in the regular sea- 
son. In the two playoff games they averaged 
151.5 yards. They are a lot better than the No. 
21 rushing team in the NFL, which is where 
they ranked in 1987. Over the last two years, 
Cleveland is 15-0 in games in which they ran 
for 100 yards. 

Kevin Mack and Earnest Byner are two of 
the most versatile backs in the league. Mack 
led the Browns with 735 yards rushing and 
went to the Pro Bowl again, while Byner added 
432 yards. But the Browns like to view them in 
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yards produced from scrimmage, since they 
throw to them so much. Byner, who led the 
team with 52 catches, produced 984 total 
yards, Mack 958. Byner was spectacular in 
the playoffs, averaging five yards on 38 car- 
ries and 14.2 yards on 11 catches and scoring 
four times. Tim Manoa averaged five yards on 
23 carries as a rookie. He'll get more work. 

The Browns sought a big-play receiver for 
Kosar and they found him in Webster Slaugh- 
ter, who averaged 17.1 yards on 47 catches 
and scored seven touchdowns. Brian Bren- 
nan is still the guy Kosar goes to when he 
needs a possession catch. Brennan averaged 
14.1 yards on 43 receptions. Ozzie Newsome 
is no longer an all-pro tight end at age 32, but 
the Browns have so much confidence in him 
they didn't draft a possible replacement and 
there is no pretender on the roster. He did not 
score last year, but he caught 34 passes in 
the regular season and seven more in the two 
playoff games. Reggie Langhorne, who had a 
touchdown in each playoff game, is a danger- 
ous extra receiver. 

The offensive line is big and seasoned. Paul 
Farren will move back to left guard if Rickey 
Bolden has recovered from his broken ankle 
and is able to play left tackle. Cody Risien, the 
right tackle, made the Pro Bowl again. The 


right guard is Dan Fike with Mike Baab at cen- 
ter. Larry Williams started eight games at left 
guard in the Bolden emergency. Gregg Ra- 
koczy can play all the line positions. 

The Browns’ first three draft selections and 
seven of their first eight were defensive play- 
ers. No. 1 was Clifford Charlton, the Florida 
linebacker who will be unleashed on enemy 
passers. Cleveland tied for 20th in the NFL in 
sacks. The third draftee was Van Waiters, an- 
other linebacker from Indiana. Waiters, like 
Chariton, had seven sacks as a senior. In be- 
tween came Michael Dean Perry of Clemson, 
the “Refrigerator's” little brother. Michael is 
quicker, has more stamina than William, and 
is less likely to have a weight problem. He had 
10 sacks as a senior. 

The coming of Charlton is likely to allow 
Schottenheimer to switch Mike Junkin from 
the outside to inside linebacker. Junkin strug- 
gled at the start of his rookie year, then broke 
his wrist early in the season. Cleveland has an 
an embarrassment of linebacking riches now. 
Clay Matthews went to the Pro Bowl and Eddie 
Johnson was an alternate. Mike Johnson led 
the team in tackles. Lucious Sanford, the ex- 
Bill, will have to battle just to stay on the roster. 

Carl Hairston led the Browns in sacks with 
eight last year, but he'll be 36 by the time the 
next playoffs start, so Perry's development will 
have to be accelerated. Nose tackle Bob Go- 
lic was voted to the Pro Bowl, but he missed 
both playoff games with an arm injury. Al Bak- 
er, the ex-Cardinal, had his moments as a 
pass-rush specialist. Sam Clancy and Reggie 
Camp battle for left end. Dave Puzzuoli is a 
tough inside man who had five sacks. 

The defense revolves around the second- 
ary. “This group is the pulse of the team,” said 
Schottenheimer. “Some say they are brash, 
others admire the unity. The only thing | know 
is that they perform their assignments with a 
relentlessness that is exactly what we want.” 
The Browns feel that Frank Minnifield and 
Hanford Dixon are the best cornerbacks in the 
NFL. They started in the Pro Bowl, they made 
most of the all-pro teams, and the NFL Alumni 
named Dixon their defensive back of the year. 
Strong safety Felix Wright won a starting job 
midway in the season and tied for the team 
lead with Minnifield by intercepting four 
passes. He led the secondary with 67 tackles. 
The Browns mysteriously waived starting free 
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safety Ray Ellis, just as he had been waived 
previously by Philadelphia. Chris Rockins 
Could reclaim the job he had in 1986. Al Gross 
is the backup strong safety. He started five 
games last year. There is further depth with 
Mark Harper and Stephen Braggs, plus 
Cleveland drafted four defensive backs. 

Gerald “The Ice Cube" McNeil returned 
punts for an average of 11.4 yards in both the 
regular season and the playoffs, then was 
picked for the Pro Bowl. Matt Bahr returned 
from injury to reclaim the place-kicking job. 
The punting, a mishmash in 1987, may have 
been sorted out when Lee Johnson averaged 
44.3 yards on three playoff punts. 


BROWNS VETERAN 
no. name pos wi age college 
61 BebMie. C64 270 29 Teas 
9 Baby, Mat K 5-10 175 32 Penn Ste 
60. Bakes, Al DE 66 270 32 Colorado SL 
43 Baler, Tory... RB 5-10 175 24 East Caoina 
39 Belinger, Roamey. CB 58 189 25 Miami 
77 Bolden, Rickey. ...0T 66 200 27 SMU 
36 Bragys. Sephen... 0B $9 173 23 Teas 
86 Brewan Bran. .WR 59 178 25 Boston Collge 
97 Bull, Seve LB 62 228 23 TeashsM 
44 Byres Eamest AB 5-10 215 25 East Carolina 
9% Camp, Regoie.....DE 64 280 27 Callonia 
St Clan, Sam DE 67 260 30 Pitsburgh 
47 Cravdord, Mike ._. RB 5-10 215 24 Arizona SL 
18 Danieison, Gay... 08 62 195 37 Puroue 
22 Dion Haniod ... CB 5-11 188 30. Soutem Miss. 
74 Fare, Paul OL 65 26) 28 Boson) 
8 Fike Den... G G7 280 27 Frida 
2 Fonte Herman. .RB 6-0 206 25 LSU 
79 Golic Bob... NT 62 270 31. Note Dame 
56 Grayson, David ....18 62 29 24 Fresno Sie 
53: Griggs, Anthony. ..1B 63 230 28 Ohio Site 
2 Gus Al S63 195 27 Aizona 
7B Hairson, Ca. DE 6-4 260 36 Mayland Shore 
65: Hay, Dany OL 64 25 27 Uan 
23 Harper. Maik... CB $9 174 27 Alcon Sale 
38 Hom, Avin S 5-11 18 23 UNV 
8 daege, Jel K 5-11 183. 24 
51 Johnson, Eadie. .LB 6-1 225 29 Louisville 
At dobnson, Lee... -.P 62 198 27 BYU 
52 Johnson, Mike... LB 6-1 22826 Virginia Tech 
95 Jones, Marion.....DE 6-4 260 24. Cental St 
54 dokin Mile... 1B 63 238 24 Duke 
19 Kosar. Bemie..... 0B 65 210 2 Miami 
88 Langhome Rey... WR 6-2 195 25 Elzabat Ciy 9. 
2% Logan Mac .....RB 5-11 204 23. Kenudy 
34 Mack, Kevin B60 225 26 Clemson 
42. Manoa, Tim FS 6-1 227 24 Pen Sal. 
‘ST Mathews, Cy ....18 62 235 32 Souham Cal 
89 WeNeil.Gerald WR 5-7 147 25 Baylor 
52 Willet.Nek.... LB 62 238 25 Artensas 
31 Minnie Frank CB 5-9 180 28 Louise 
82 Newsone Oe. TE 62 22 2 Abana 
10 Pagal. Mike 0B 62 206 28 Amzona St 
72 Pumoi,Dae-...NT 63 260 27 Pitsburgh 
73 Rakocy, Gregg. ..T 66 290 23. Mimi 
63 Risien Cody T G7 280 31 TeasAgM 
37 Rockins. Orvis. 6-0 195 26 Okienoma Si. 
99 Sins. Dany OE 63 282 27 Wisconsin 
HA Sauhler, Webs. WR 6-0 170 24 SanDiego SL 
38 Swe. Geoge--...AB 5-10 205 24 Miami (OH) 
81 Temell Deck. TE 65. 245 24 
87 Tucker Tras ....TE 63 240 25 So Com Si 
6 Watson Remi WR 6-0 174. 24 
85 Weatess, Cla WA 5-9 170 26 Dotaare St 
55 White, Bobby... .LB 62 242 24 Pom Stale 
70 Wiliams lary. G 65 29) 25 Nore Dame 
54 Winters, Frank... C63 290 24. Westem iinis: 
22 Wight Fx S 62 19 2 Dee 
83 Young.Glen WR 6-2 205 28 Mississippi St 
d_rame pos ht mt_college 
1 Chatton, Cito’ 1B 62 232 Florida 
2 Pony, Michael Dean .OT 6-1 271 Clemson 
3 Waiters, Van B63 20 indo 
4 Blaylock Anthony .. DB 5-11. 185, 
7 Gash Thane DB 541 205 EastTenn St 
8 Biden, J WA 510 156 
9 Copeland. Dany. 08 62 208 E Kentucky 
10 Washinglon, Bran. DB 6-1 220. Nebraska 
11 Hawkins, Hendley. WR 5-9 183. Nebraska 
12 Sayden. Sire. 08 6-1 185 Duke 
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STEELERS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Anderson, 87 points on 21 extra points and 22 field 
goals. . 5th 

RUSHING—Jackson, 696 yards on 180 carries, 3.9 avg, 1 


PSS 156 of 336 allempls for 1,896 yards and 6 
FECEHINE Sawn 4 ‘ceptions for $21 yards, 12:7 avg. 2 
INTERCERTONS—Weodt 5 for 91 yards, 182 avg. 1 10 
PUNTING Newsome, 64 puns, 418 av, longest 57 yards 
AUNT RETURNS —Wordson, 16 for 135 yards, 8.4 avg 


vunvanked 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Stone, 28 for 568 yards, 20.3 av. . 6th 
ASA ra alSbeSaIETE 


August. 5. AlWashington (N) 
44 PHILADELPHIA(N) 


20 AUNY. Giants (N) 
27 -ALNew Orleans, 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
September 4 DALLAS es 
11 al Washington eee: 
48 CINCINNATI sce cee 28-20 
28 at Bullalo i = 
October —«2-CCLEVELAND... 1349 
9 al Phoenix... at 
16 HOUSTON ee 
2 ‘DENVER : a 
30 al Now York Jets Ses 
November 6 al Cincinnati. © 046 
13. PHILADELPHIA... See 
20 at Cleveland -. 10-34 
27 KANSAS CITY 2 1716 
December 4 al Housion(N) 16-24 
11 al San Diego. --. 20416 
18 MIAMI cee 2435, 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

The Steelers strike out in a new direction this 
season, and why not? Their playoff shot came 
down to the last two games of 1987. They lost 
to Houston, 24-16, and then to Cleveland, 
19-13. With better quarterbacking they might 
have won both games. So they traded Mark 
Malone, the unpopular incumbent, to San Die- 
go. Then they traded with Kansas City for 
Todd Blackledge and threw the job wide 
open. Blackledge and young Bubby Brister 
will fight it out. 

It won't take much to improve upon what 
Pittsburgh passers did a year ago—last in the 
NFL in completion percentage and yardage, 
an average of just 5.7 yards a pass and 12.4 
yards per completion. Brister attempted just a 
dozen passes, completing only four with three 
interceptions. Blackledge was a failure in 
Kansas City despite receiving many chances, 
but his future was decided more than a year 
ago when his mentor, John Mackovic, was 
fired as the Chiefs' head coach. He could be a 
different player with this fresh start. 

No matter the identity of the quarterback, 
the Steelers are likely to maintain their conser- 
vative offense. There are no exceptional run- 
ners, just reliable plodders like Walter Aber- 
crombie, Earnest Jackson, and Frank Pollard. 
It's still a fullback-oriented running game, sim- 
ilar to the days of Franco Harris. Jackson and 
Pollard, the two fullbacks, combined for more 
than 1,200 yards. Abercrombie had fewer car- 
ries than either of them and finished with 459 
yards. With the career of Rich Erenberg, the 
pass-receiving back, in question following 
knee surgery, the Steelers used a low-round 
draft choice to select Holy Cross hero Gordie 
Lockbaum as a candidate for that role. The 
closest thing to a breakaway back is Dwight 
Stone, who averaged 7.8 yards per carry on 
17 rushes as a rookie free agent. 

The best thing that could happen to the new 
quarterback is for wide receiver Louis Lipps to 
regain his health. Lipps, who broke in as a Pro 
Bowl receiver, suffered through his second 
straight injury-filled season. He caught only 11 
passes. The leading receiver in 1987, John 
Stallworth, retired. Calvin Sweeney also is 
gone. A likely new starter is Weegie Thomp- 
‘son, who has not caught more than 17 passes 
in any of his four NFL seasons, The tight ends 
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aren't much help to the passing game. The 
three-man crew combined for a mere 16 
catches. In the draft, coach Chuck Noll 
passed up the best of a good group of receiv- 
ers to select a pass rusher and two offensive 
linemen. Look for many Steeler passes to be 
aimed at running backs, Abercrombie fin- 
ished second on the team with 24 receptions. 
The offense will survive or perish through 
the running game. In the team’s eight victories 
in 1987, the Steelers averaged 169 yards 
rushing. In the seven losses they averaged 
113 yards, One of the assets is the knack of 
their ball carriers to hang on to the ball, Pitts- 
burgh led the league with just eight fumbles. 
The Steelers’ offensive line cannot be 
judged by the standards of the massive lines 
that are becoming popular around the NFL. 
The Pittsburgh running game depends upon 
trapping and motion in the line, so the empha- 
sis is on smaller, more mobile blockers. The 
current line is interesting in that it still functions 
smoothly but is about a year, possibly less, 
away from transition. The linchpins are center 
Mike Webster, who went to his ninth Pro Bow! 
in his 14th season, and tackle Tunch likin, who 
didn't allow a single sack in 1987. Terry Long 
and Craig Wolfley are strong, compact 
guards, Buddy Aydelette, the USFL star, was 
Claimed by the Steelers from Minnesota just 
before last season and ended up winning the 
left-tackle job at age 31, Pittsburgh's second 
and third draftees were offensive linemen, 
Dermontti Dawson of Kentucky and Chuck 
Lanza of Notre Dame. Dawson is a versatile 
lineman who can play guard or center. Lanza 
is a tough overachiever who might succeed 


Webster in time. The Steelers, historically, like 
linemen who have experience at center. IIkin 
came to them as a center, The lineman with 
the most potential is John Rienstra, who was 
the No. 1 draftee two years ago. Rienstra start- 
ed a couple of games at guard last year and 
he may have a future at tackle, but he was 
discouraged to the point of asking Noll to 
switch him to defense last spring. 

The Steelers improved from a 6-10 record in 
1986 to last year's 8-7 mostly on the basis of 
an improved defense. Seven of the first eight 
draft choices a year ago were defensive play- 
ers and most of them had some sort of impact, 
especially the backs. One of the year's de- 


ceptive statistics was Pittsburgh's last-place 
tanking in AFC pass defense. The Steelers 
gave up a lot of yards, but they led the league 
in touchdowns with five on interceptions and 
two on fumble returns. They had 44 take- 
aways, averaging four a game in each of the 
eight victories, The Steelers were intimidating 
again and they probably will get better defen- 
sively this season 

Free safety Thomas Everett and right corner 
Delton Hall made the all-rookie team, Both are 
quick, physical players in the old Steeler style 
Ron Woodson, the No, 1 draftee, held out until 
well into the season and was used mostly as a 
nickel back. He could be a starting corner this 
year if he tends to business. Dwayne Wood- 
tuff, the most experienced back, was the 
Starting left corner. Since Donnie Shell retired, 
strong safety will be a battle among Cornell 
Gowdy, Larry Griffin, and Cameron Riley. 

Pittsburgh finished second in defense 
against the run in the AFC. The linebacking 
had a lot to do with that, Outside linebacker 
Mike Merriweather was voted the team’s most 
valuable player, an award which went to the 
other outside backer, Bryan Hinkle, the year 
before. David Little had his best season and 
emerged as a leader on the inside. Robin 
Cole, at 32, shared playing time with Hardy 
Nickerson and Gregg Carr. Nickerson will 
contend for a starting job in his second pro 
season, Carr, who had three sacks in the last 
three games, earned more playing time either 
on the inside or outside, 

Pittsburgh's real need is for a dominant, 
pass-rushing lineman. The No. 1 draft choice 
was Aaron Jones, who fulfilled his enormous 
potential late in his senior season at Eastern 
Kentucky. "He was the one | wanted,” said 


defensive line coach Joe Greene. The Steel- 
ers had only 26 sacks, Merriweather, a skilled 
blitzer, was the leader with 5’. Ends Keith 
Gary and Keith Willis had just four and three. 
With Gary Dunn, who plays on the inside, near 
the end at age 35, Gerald Williams has an 
opportunity to move into the starting lineup. 
Edmund Nelson had a disappointing year. 
Since most of the linemen are versatile, 
Greene can move some veterans around if 
Jones, as hoped, wins a starting job at end. 

Not only did Gary Anderson kick 22 of 27 
field goals, but his 10-of-14 record from be- 
yond the 40 was an invaluable asset. Harry 
Newsome is an adequate punter, 


STEELERS VETERAN ROSTER 
0. name pos _ ht wl age_ college 
34 Abercrombie, Wall .RB_ 6-0 210 20 Baylor 
81 Alston. Lyneal WR 61 205 24 Southern Miss. 
1 Anderson, Gary PK 5-11 170 20 Syracuse 
72 Aydolelte: Buddy OL 6-4 262 32 Alabama 
‘66. Behning. Mark OT 6-6 277 27 Nebraska 
14 Blacklake, Toon. OB 6&3 219 27 Penn Sale 
60 Blankenship, Brian OL 6-1 281 25 
15 Bono, Steve OB 64 215 26 UCLA 
‘65 Boyle, Jim OT 6-5 270 26 Tulane 
6 Brister, Bubby OB 6-3 200 26 NE Louisiana 
10° Bruno, John P 62 19) 24 Penn State 
‘91 Carr, Gregg LB 6:2 224 26 Auburn 
44. Carter, Rodney. AB 6-0 212 24 Purdue 
‘BB Clinkscales, Joey. WR 6-0 204 24 Tennessee 
56 Cole, Robin. LB 6-2 225 33 New Mexico 
67 Dunn, Gary, NT 63 278 35. Miami 
24 Gienbeg, Rich. RB. 5-10 205 26 Colgate 
21 Eval, Thomas. 0B 59 179. 24. Baylor 
68. Freeman, Lorewo...0L 65 270. 24. Ptkbugh 
82 Gay, Kit DE 63 260 29 Okihoma 
86 Golhard, Preston... TE 6-4 242 26 Alabama 
29 Gowdy. Corel CB 6-1. 197 25. Mogan Sate 
22 Gril, Larry C8 6-0 199 25 North Carolina 
‘35 Hall, Delton. CB 61 205 23 
96 Henlon, Anthony LB 6-1 234 25 Toy Sate 
53. Hinkle, Bryan LB 6:2 215 Oregon 
33 Hoge, Merril RB 6-2 212 23. Idaho Sue 
2 kn, Tunch OT 6:3 268 31. Inara Sate 
43 Jackson Eamest RB 59219 29. Tos ARM 
78 sotnson, Tim ..DL 6-3 260 23 Pem Se 
4 Lee, Dal TE 62 20 2 
83 Lipps, Louis WR 5-10 190 26 Southem Miss: 
50 Lila, David 1B 6-1 230 29 Florida 
95 Loyd Greg 18 62 227 23 FotValey st 
89 Locket Chars. WR 640 179 23. Long Bath SL 
74 Long, Teny G 5:11 275 20 fast Canina 
Lucas, Jett OT 67 288 24 West Virginia 
‘57 Merriweather, Mike. .LB 6-2 221 28 Pacific 
Miner, Michal OT 63 275 23. Nodh Teas St. 
64 Nelson, Edmund DL 6-3 266 28 Auburn 
18 Newsome, Harry P 60 189 25 Wake Forest 
‘54 Nickerson, Hardy LB 6-2 224 23 Cabomia 
30 Pld, Fank 5-10 230 31 Baylor 
76 Quick, Jerry. OL 65 273 25 Wichita Stale 
79 Rina Join. G65 269 25. Temole 
47 Riley, Cameron ‘DB 6-1 195. 24 Missouri 
28. Sanchez, Lupe DB 5-10 195 27 UCLA 
20 Stone, Dwight. RB 6-0. 18B 24 Middle Tenn St 
90. Stowe, Tyrone LB 6-1 232 23 Rutgers 
87 Thompson Weepe, WR 65 210 27 Farida Saw 
‘52 Webster, Mike C 6:2 254 36 Wisconsin 
‘94 Williams, Gerald ...DL 6:3 270 25 Aubun 
93. Willis. Keith DE 6-1 260 29 Northeastein 
73 Woltley, Craig OL 6-1 272 30 Syracuse 
49 Woodrull, Dwayne CB 6-0 198 31 Louisville 
26 Woodson, Rod DB 6-0 202 23 Purdue 
‘BO. Young, Thea TE 62 237 23 Arkansas 
DRAFTEES 
1d name bos ht wt _college 
1 Jones, ron DE 84 255 Easem Kecky 
2 Dawson, Detmonti... G62. 265, 
3 Lawa Chuck. C62 270 Nee Dane 
‘5. Jordan, Darin 1B O61 245 
5. Reese, Jerry NT 6-1 259 
6 Williams, Warren RB 60 202 Miami 
? Zeno, Marc WR 6:2 27 fT 
B Nichols, Mark: NT 62 252 Michigan State 
‘8 Hinnant, Mike TE 63 250 Tempe 
9 Lockbaum.Gordon,..AB 5-10 195 Holy Cross. 
{0 Jaceon, Jota... OT 65 270 astm 
11 Dawson, Bobby. 0B 510. 209. Nino's 
12 Earle, James 1B 65 215 Clemson 
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Subscribe to Steeler Digest 
and Catch All the ’88 Action! 


The four-time Super Bowl Champion Pittsburgh Steelers are 
determined to be contenders again in 1988 and now there is 
a new publication devoted exclusively to bringing you the 
inside story on the Steelers. It’s the STEELER DIGEST, the 
official publication of the Pittsburgh Steelers. Published 26 
times a year (weekly August thru 

January, plus two special off-season 

issues), the STEELER DIGEST offers 

the most complete coverage available. 
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CINCINNATI BENGALS 

This is it for Sam Wyche. His probation as 
coach isn't going to be extended beyond this 
season if he doesn’t do something impressive 
with the Bengals. The Browns, father Paul and 
son Mike, have been patient beyond most ex- 
pectations. Wyche is starting to hedge. You 
Can tell from his annual preseason statement 
“The team is certainly not one of the upper 
echelon clubs as evidenced by the Pro Bowl 
balloting for the 1987 season ... Our division 
is tough ... We understand that we are not a 
powerhouse." 

No one says that the Bengals are a star- 
laden team, but the facts are that even the 
paltry four victories last year were unimpres- 
sive. Two were over teams even more woeful 
than Cincinnati: Atlanta and Kansas City. An- 
other came in a strike game. And the first was 
in the opener against Indianapolis, before the 
Colts traded for Eric Dickerson. Still, there is 
some talent and firepower on this team that as 
fecently as two years ago was considered 
among the NFL's most promising. 

Wyche's first task is to repair the psyche of 
quarterback Boomer Esiason, from whom he 
became estranged during the 1987 season. 
Esiason became emotionally involved in the 
strike, as the team's player representative, to 
the point where it distracted from his play. He 
has resigned as player rep. Esiason had five 
games in which he passed for more than 300 
yards, one a 409-yard game against Pitts- 
burgh's tough defense. He accumulated 
3,321 yards passing and connected for 16 
touchdowns. But he was intercepted 19 times 
and his efficiency rating, 73.1, was ranked 
above only Dan Fouts of San Diego and Mark 
Malone of Pittsburgh, Fouts retired and Ma- 
lone was traded to San Diego. 

Esiason still collaborates with receivers of 
quality. Eddie Brown caught 44 passes for 
608 yards. There is some concern that Cris 
Collinsworth, Esiason's sidekick, may be slip- 
Ping. He caught just 31 passes and didn't 
score. But young Tim McGee is making his 
Move. He led the team with a 17.7-yard aver- 
age on 23 catches, Rodney Holman, the tight 
end, caught 28 passes. 

Aside from a return to form by Esiason, what 
the Bengals need most is a healthy James 
Brooks. The little halfback, a Pro Bowler the 
previous season, was limited to 94 carries and 
averaged just 3.1 yards in 1987. Without 
Brooks, Cinci has to rely on a lot of backs with 
journeyman tools such as plodding fullback 
Larry Kinnebrew, power back Bill Johnson, 
and versatile Stanford Jennings. Icky Woods, 
a 230-pound fullback who led the nation with 
1,695 yards for Nevada-Las Vegas, was the 
‘second draft choice. 

Wyche hints that his huge offensive line is 
overrated, but around the NFL there is a lot of 
respect for tackle Anthony Munoz, guard Max 
Montoya, and center Dave Rimington. Munoz 
was in the Pro Bowl, as usual. Guard Bruce 
Reimers and tackle Joe Walter fill out the line, 
with veterans such as Brian Blados and Bruce 
Kozerski providing depth. The Bengals have 
One of the top offensive line coaches in Jim 
McNally. Esiason is protected fairly well, ex- 
Cept against the better pass-rush teams. 

‘The Bengals’ defensive line is in a state of 
change. Jim Skow became a starter at right 
end last year and contributed 4% sacks to a 
Pass rush that had 40 sacks in all. Skow is 
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considered a comer around the league. Last 
year's No. 1 pick, Jason Buck, should be 
ready to advance at the other end, where Ed- 
die Edwards has played for 11 seasons. Ed- 
wards had four sacks in '87, and it may be that 
he would still be effective in spot situations. 
The nose tackle, overachiever Tim Krumrie, 
led the team with 88 tackles and started in the 
Pro Bowl. The draft brought West Virginia's 
David Grant. 

Reggie Williams begins his 13th season as 
a Bengal linebacker and he showed few signs 
of slowing down. He was second on the team 
with 75 tackles and led with seven sacks. He 
still has the quickness to rank as one of the 
better blitzers. Outside backer Emanuel King 
was Cinci's top draft pick in '85 and inside 
backer Joe Kelly was the top pick in '86. Both 
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BENGALS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Breech, 97 points on 25 extra points and 24 field 
goals. ..1st 

RUSHING—Kinnebrew, 570 yards on 145 carries, 39 avg, 8 
TDs... 11th 

PASSING—Esiason, 240 of 440 attempls for 3.321 yards and 16 
TDs. 11th 

RECEIVING—Brown, 44 reveplions for 608 yards, 138 avg. 
370s. 18h 

INTERCEPTIONS —Jackson, 3 for 49 yards. 163 avg. 20hh— 
Fulcher, 3for 30 yards, 10.0 avg. 260% 
PUNTING—Fulhage, 52 punts. 41.7 ag. longest 58 

yards. 30d 

PUNT RETURNS—Martin, 28 for 277 yards, 99avg. 5th 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Bussey, 21 for 406 yards, 19.3avg. 100 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
uy 30 LA Rams (Hall of Fame Game a Canton, OH) 
August 6 Al Kansas City (N) 

13. ALButalo (N) 

20 DETROIT (N) 

26 _AINew England (N} 


1988 SCHEDULE 
Seplember 4 PHOENXC 
11. Al Philadelphia 
18 ALPitsourgh 
2% CLEVELAND 
2 AtLos Angeles Raiders 
NEW YORK JETS 
16 ALNew Engl 
HOUSTON 
AtCleveland 
PITTSBURGH 
‘arkansas City... 
AlDalas 
BUFFALO 
SAN DIEGO 
‘ALHouston 
WASHINGTON 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


should be about to make their move toward 
stardom. Carl Zander is the other inside start- 
er, with Kiki DeAyala and Leon White in spe- 
cialty roles. Add Maryland draftee Kevin Walk- 
er to the unit. Wyche said “Dick Selcer [the 
linebacker coach] has put this group together 
like a fine machine, and ‘88 needs to be their 
year.” The linebackers and Krumrie, in fact, 
are mostly responsible for the Bengals’ good 
record against the run. The opposition aver- 
aged 109.4 yards a game and 3,7 yards a 
carry. 

On the other hand, it was far easier to beat 
Cincinnati through the air. The Bengals gave 
up 24 touchdown passes. That is one reason 


why Ricky Dixon of Oklahoma was the first 
draft choice. He should step in immediately as 
a starting cornerback. Dixon played free safe- 
ty for the Sooners, but in their system the man 
operating at that position has the toughest 
coverage responsibility. He should convert to 
the pro corner with ease. The scouts say he 
closes on the ball quicker than any defensive 
back they have seen coming out of college in 
several years. He also plays the run tough and 
has exceptional hands. Left corner Lewis Bil- 
lups is at least adequate. The best of the vet- 
erans is strong safety David Fulcher, who tied 


for third in tackles, with 70, had three sacks 
and four interceptions. Free safety Robert 
Jackson tied Fulcher for the interception lead 
and also had 70 tackles. 

Considering they won only four games, the 
Bengals had effective special teams. Scott 
Fulhage averaged 41.7 yards as a rookie 
punter. Jim Breech kicked 24 field goals in 30 
tries and was a more effective kickoff man 
when the Bengals changed their scheme to 
emphasize placement rather than distance. 
Mike Martin, one of the better punt returners in 
the NFL, averaged 9.9 yards on 28 returns. 

This may not be a powerhouse, but it is a 
better team than its last won-lost record. 


Tulane 
Tess Tech 
Bigham Young 
Colrato 
Dartmouth 
Findlay Cohege 


DRAFTEES 
rane pos wt_ college 
1 Dixon icky 'S S10 184 Okehoma 
2 Woods Ebet FB 5.11 iT NevadaLas Voges 
3 Walle Kevin B62 20 Mayland 
4 Geant Davia DT 63. 270 West Virginia 
5 Webser, Heb... OT 67. 300 lowe 
6 etn. Paul 0G §4 22 Teas 
7 Rome; Richa. LB 64 220. Union (NY) 
8 Wavey, Curis .....NT 6-4 288- Grambling 
9 Wels Bandy... DB 5-11 195. Nove Dane 
10 Dilan Eis. DB 510. 200, East Carolina 
ii Hie Past PK 63. 195 Muray Se 
12 Pater, Ca WR 62 20} Vande 
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COMPUTER...APPLE; C-64; IBM; AMIGA: 


SPORTS FANS...THE SPORTS SIMULATIONS YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR ARE HERE! 


3 IN ONE FOOTBALL 


3 IN 1 FOOTBALL IS THE MOST EXCITING AND REALISTIC STRATEGY/SIMULATION OF COLLEGE AND PRO FOOTBALL ON THE MARKET TODAY! 

Didn't like the way last season went for your favorite college team? Here's your chance to do better as the coach. Or imagine playing dream matchups like the 62 Green 
Bay Packers against the ‘77 Dallas Cowboys. or '67 USC vs, ‘83 Nebraska. or even the undeteated '72 Miami Dolphins against the '85 Chicago Bears. Many more great 
ast Seasons (pro or college) are available and new season's team disks will be ready before the Bowl Games and Super Bowi! 
* GAME OPTIONS: head to head with a friend, you against the computer coach, or watch a computer matchup replay in less than fifteen minutes! * COMPLETE STATISTICS: 
end-of-game scoring summary. full team statistical breakdown, ingividual player stats for quarterbacks, rushers. receivers, kickers and kick returners kepl automatically 
\o screen and/or printer, « STATS COMPILER: automatically keeps complete statistics for EVERY team and player as well as past schedule results for each team 
* ALL THE OPTIONS: you as the coach can choose from 14 offensive plays and six defensive formations, call timeouts. use the two-minute dri, home field advantage or 
‘neutral site, compare scouting reports and more! * REALISM AND ACCURACY: years of design and play-testing; players are rated by actual statistics and abilities in 
blocking, tackling. fumbling, running, pass catching, etc., teams rated for strengths and weaknesses in offense and defense (including a wishbone factor), game-situation 
tendencies and typical play-calling « OVER 500 TEAMS INCLUDED: you get 176 college teams. the 28 NFL teams. and 14 USFL teams from the most recent season as 
well as 174 great college teams of the past and 189 great pro teams from the past dating back to 1948! 


FULL COUNT BASEBALL 
FINALLY, THE ULTIMATE IN BASEBALL REALISM IS HERE WITH FULL COUNT BASEBALL... 
THE STRATEGY/SIMULATION SO REAL YOU CAN ALMOST HEAR THE CRACK OF THE BAT! 
* Includes all 26 teams from the most recent season and 52 great National and American League teams from the past. * Stats Compiler automatically keeps all player and 
{eam stals as well as past schedule results. * Complete boxscore to screen and/or printer after each game. « One player vs. computer manager, two-player. and auto-play 
options. * Input your own teams, draft or trade players from teams already included. * You choose the starting lineups. belting order. relief pitchers, plus game decisions 
‘ike when to hit away. bunt fora hit, sacrifice. steal, hit & run. bring in the corners or the entire infield, take an extra base. DH option and more! 
How would the final outcome of last season have been different if YOU had been the manager of your favorite team? 
Here's your chance to find out! Or manage some of the greatest baseball teams in history. Each team includes 17 batters and twelve pitchers. For the ultimate in reaism 
and accuracy, nearly every conceivable statistic and tendency has been taken into account including fielding range. speed, platooning, even the effect each different ball- 
park has on hitters and pitchers, Play the best with the best—FULL COUNT BASEBALL! 


BASKETBALL: THE PRO GAME 


BASKETBALL—THE PRO GAME LETS YOU COACH YOUR FAVORITE NBA TEAMS PRESENT AND PAST. 
REALISM AND EXCITEMENT ARE THE TRADEMARKS OF THIS STRATEGY/SIMULATION! 

Talk about dream matchups! How about the '85 Celtics with Larry Bird going against the '72 Lakers with a young Kareem Abdul Jabbar or the "84 Sixers with Moses and 
Or, J, vs. the ‘70 Knicks powered by Willis Reed, Dave DeBusschere and Walt Frazier Relive the Chamberiain-Russell battles or see how Jerry West would have fared 
against Magic Johnson. There are more great past NBA and ABA disks available and new season's team disks will be ready almost before the season is over! 
= PLAY: head to head with a friend, you against the computer coach, or computer vs. computer. » COMPLETE STATISTICS: individual player and team statistical recap 
after each game to screen and/or printer. » STATS COMPILER: keeps both individual player and team stats for up to a complete 82 game schedule with just the press of 
akey ¢ ALL THE OPTIONS: you're the coach and you choose the starting lineup, substitutions, shot selection, passing, offensive and defensive style of play, whether 
OF not to press, home court or neutral site and more! REALISM AND ACCURACY: years of design and play-testing: each player is rated by actual statistics and tendencies 
for passing, defense, shooting ability, rebounding and overall contribution factors. players tire and get into foul trouble. « PRESENT AND PAST TEAMS: selected are the 
23 current NBA teams as well as over 100 great NBA teams from the past. 


FINAL FOUR COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


FINAL FOUR COLLEGE BASKETBALL IS THE CLOSEST THING TO BEING COURTSIDE YOU WILL EVER FIND IN A COMPUTER GAME! 

Imagine the possibilities of dream matchups like UCLA with Alcindor and Wicks going against Indiana State and Larry Bird or 1985 Georgetown with Patrick Ewing vs 
one of the great Kentucky teams! Plus, the current teams include virtually everyone in Division | from Utica and Santa Clara to perennial powerhouses like North Carolina 
and St. Johns, There are many other past seasons available and new season's team disks will be ready almost before the season is over! 
* PLAY: head to head with a friend, you against the computer, or computer vs. computer. * COMPLETE STATISTICS: team and individual player statistical recap to screen 
and/or printer after each game. © STATS COMPILER: automatically keeps complete stats for every team and player as well as past schedule results. « ALL THE OPTIONS: 
You choose the lineup. substitutions, shot selection, passing, defensive and offensive style of play, whether or not to press or use the 45-second clock, home court or 
neutral site and more! REALISM AND ACCURACY: years of design and play testing: players rated by actual statistics and tendencies for passing, defense, rebounding, 
Shooting ability and overall contribution factor; teams rated for strength of schedule and conference, players tire and get in foul trouble, » TEAMS! TEAMS! TEAMS!: 
included are 286 teams from the most recent season as well as 70 all-time great college teams 


FULL COUNT BASEBALL $39.99 Past seasons available for HAFFNER GAMES #14 per disk 
Basebail: 1956, 1957, 1959, 1961. 1964, 1970, 1974, 1981, 1985, 1986 
SCT FOOTE pace Football (Pro teams & 80 + college teams): 1965, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1983. 1984. 1985, 1986 
FINAL FOUR COLLEGE BASKETBALL $39.99 Final 4: 1984, 1985, 1986 
BASKETBALL: THE PRO GAME $39.93 Pro Basket: NBA/ABA Great Past teams (102 teams) 


|nput your own teams disk (football & both basketball games) #14% 
BASEBALL LEAGUE LEADERS AND STANDINGS DISK $14.99 


INPUT DISK °149° 


A disk and manual to input your own teams and players. WORKS FOR 3-IN-1 FOOTBALL, FINAL FOUR COLLEGE BASKETBALL, BASKETBALL: THE PRO GAME 


TO ORDER 
INDICATE YOUR TYPE OF COMPUTER SYSTEM, iil out the orders and amounts above, enclose a check or money order for the proper amount 


(don't forget the $2.50 shipping & handling charge), and put it in an envelope to: LANCE HAFFNER GAMES, P.O. Box 100594, Nashville, TN 37210. We'll send your 
order to you ASAP! Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Or if you prefer, call us at (615) 242-2617. We accept VISA and MASTERCARD, Sorry, no C.0.0.'s. 
Introducing... PRO-GAMER..,the first and only newsletter devoted exclusively to sports gaming_. Published 9 times a year covering baseball, basketball, football and 
hockey...in every issue...game reviews...playing tips... team ratings. .PRO-GAMER is writen by gamers...for gamers 

1 year Subscription (9 issues) $20% Single issue $3 Send check or money order to: PRO-GAMER P.O. BOX 18-1615 CORONADO CA 92118 
COMMODORE—APPLE—AMIGA—IBM and compatibles je cme =. iat unepuersvacemns! soto Comin nc men ann eon ney 
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OILERS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Zendejas, $2 points on 32 extra points and 20 field 


‘goals... 3rd 
RUSHING-—Rovier, 957 yards on 229 caries, 42 avg, 3 
TOs. 3rd 

PASSING—Moon, 184 of 368 alten for 2,806 yards and 24 


TDs... 10th 
RECEIVING—Givins, 53 receptions for 933 yards, 17.6 avg. 6 
1Ds...7h 


INTERCEPTIONS —Bosti, 6 for minus 14 yards, -23 avg. . 31d 
PUNTING—Gosse 44 punts, 40.4 avg, longest 56 yards. 7th 
PUNT RETURNS —Johnson, 24 for 196 yards, 82avg.. ih 

KICKOFF RETURNS —Duncan, 28 fr 546 yards, 195 avg. 8th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

‘August = 4_-BUFFALO(N) 
13 New England (at Memphis, TN. N) 
20 ALLA Rams (N) 
27 _AtDallas (N) 


1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
September 4 Atindianapotis : = 
11 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS: 
1B AUNew York Jets: ve 
NEW ENGLAND 
AL Philadelphia. 
KANSAS CITY... 
Pittsburgh 
MCincinnalii 
WASHINGTON (N) 


PITTSBURGH (N) 
CINCINNATI 
‘A.Cleveland 


HOUSTON OILERS 

On the surface, the Oilers seem to be a team 
‘on the ascent. They made the playoffs last 
year for the first time since 1980. They have an 
exciting offense. The defense functions at 
times like a savage corporation. 

There are some questions about the Oilers. 
For instance, was it poise and maturity that 
allowed them to rescue so many victories from 
impending defeat, or was it luck? Did Warren 
Moon have a career season, one that may not 
be repeated again, or has he arrived as a top 
NFL quarterback at age 32? Were the strike- 
team victories over Denver and Cleveland 
their true pass to the playoffs? 

Another puzzling question arose during the 
Uraft. Obviously the Oilers are in need of help. 
to buttress their mediocre pass rush. Florida 
linebacker Clifford Charlton, a fierce blitzer, 
remained on the board when their turn arrived 
in the first round. But the Oilers vacillated, al- 
lowing their drafting time to expire. That gave 
Cleveland, Houston's rival in the AFC Central, 
the chance to move quickly to claim Charlton 
and mend their own pass rush. The Oilers had 
traded away their valuable first-round pick, 
the sixth in the entire draft, to the Los Angeles 
Raiders for defensive end Sean Jones. The 
Raiders were convinced that Jones's 16/% 
sacks in 1986 were a one-year rumble. Al Da- 
vis seldom gets outfoxed. (The Raiders, inci- 
dentally, used the selection to acquire Heis- 
man Trophy winner Tim Brown.) 

Then Houston startled NFL watchers by 
drafting Lorenzo White, Michigan State's All- 
America running back, The Oilers already 
have Mike Rozier, who realized his Heisman 
Trophy potential by rushing for 957 yards, and 
Alonzo Highsmith, the rookie fullback whose 
running was the feature of the Oilers’ two play- 
off games. The mystery is whether High- 
smith's tender knee is a more serious problem 
than has been reported, or whether Rozier is 
having trouble handling success. 

There was something else unsettling for a 
playoff team. Head coach Jerry Glanville fired 
three of his assistants, including the highly 
respected defensive backfield coach, Tom 
Bettis, after the season. None of the replace- 
ments has pro coaching experience. 

“| think our offense definitely is on the up- 
swing," said Glanville. “We'll get even better 
this season because again there is no change 
in philosophy or scheme of attack.” 

Moon, whose job was in jeopardy at the 
start of 1987, seemed to become more con- 
sistent under the tutelege of June Jones, his 
fourth quarterback coach in as many years as 
an Oiler, He passed for 21 touchdowns and 
2,896 yards. But his completion average was 
‘a mere 50 percent and he was intercepted 18 
times. In his last 29 games Moon has suffered 
44 interceptions. 

His pass receivers can't be blamed. They 
are first-rate and this year there may be more 
of them, as well as an overall improvement. 
Drew Hill averaged 20.2 yards on his 49 
catches while Ernest Givins averaged 17.6 
on his 53. Each caught six touchdown 
passes. Curtis Duncan, a low-round draft 
choice, outperformed first-rounder Haywood 
Jeffires. Duncan caught five touchdown 
passes in limited playing time. Willie Drewrey 
‘outplayed both of them in the playoffs. Jeffires 
is expected to make a late adjustment to pro 
ball this season. 
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If Highsmith and Rozier are O.K., White may 
have difficulty getting a satisfactory number of 
carries. He seems a bigger threat to Allen Pin- 
kett, the ex-Notre Dame star, who has been 
the third back. The Oilers finished in the mid- 
dle of the pack in rushing, but they probably 
could be more effective if they elected to play 
more conservatively. 

Glanville credits the new offensive line 
coach, Kim Helton, for improving the block- 
ing. The talent is there. Mike Munchak was a 
Pro Bowl guard again. Bruce Matthews had 
one of his best seasons at the other guard. 
Tackle Bruce Davis, acquired from the Raid- 
ers, helped the pass protection a lot and Dean 
Steinkuhler is a load on the other side. Jay 
Pennison, the center, graded well. 

The tight end, Jamie Williams, is more of a 
blocker, although he caught three touchdown 
passes. The Oilers drafted a sleeper, Chris 
Verhulst, who set a Chico State record with 
141 career receptions. If this small-college 


gem can be polished, he could be the deep- 
threat tight end who will give more dimension 
to the offense. 

Ray Childress is an outstanding defensive 
end against the rush, but his pass-rush work is 
fairly spotty, although he led the Oilers in 
sacks with six. The other starter, Richard 
Byrd, had only one sack. That's why the Oilers 
made the deal with the Raiders for Jones. It 
will be interesting to see if Jones functions as 
well with Houston as he did in the company of 
Howie Long, Bill Pickel, and the other Raiders. 
The nose tackles, Doug Jones and ex-Packer 
bad boy Charles Martin, are tough guys but 
their performances are inconsistent 

The weakest part of the Houston defense is 
the linebacking, which is average. Al Smith 
Played above expectations as a rookie last 
year, but the Oilers got nothing out of their No. 
2 pick, Walter Johnson, who had trouble mak- 
ing the move from small-college football to the 
NFL. Johnny Meads was an effective blitzer 
from the outside and Robert Lyles made a 
number of big plays. John Grimsley, who 
Pairs with Smith inside, is ordinary. 

The best of the defensive backs is Keith 
Bostic, who was voted to the Pro Bowl, but Jeff 
Donaldson, who replaced the injured Bo Ea- 
son at free safety, had more tackles than any- 
one except Smith and Grimsley. Donaldson 
led the Oilers in tackles in the two playoff 
games. Glanville calls them “the two best 


tie 


safeties in football.” Bostic had six intercep- 
tions and Donaldson four. Eason will help 
somewhere. Steve Brown is solid at one cor- 
ner and the Oilers drafted Quentin Jones of 
Pitt in the second round. He could start right 
away. Patrick Allen is best known for the illegal 
hit that cost him a $5,000 fine last year. 

Tony Zendejas won the wild-card game 
with an overtime field goal. He was 20-for-26 
during the regular season and an impressive 
9-for-13 from the 40 or beyond. Michigan 
State's Greg Montgomery was drafted in the 
third round; the punting job is his to lose. 

The schedule will test the Oilers in the 
stretch run. They play in Dallas on Thanksgiv- 
ing, then meet each of their AFC Central rivals 
on consecutive Sundays in December. 


OILERS VETERAN ROSTER 
10.nane os Aw age college 


29 Alen Paik CB 5-10 180 
97 Banks, Robe’ DE 65 254 


3% Birdsong. Crag...§ 62 217 24 Noth Texas. 

25, Bost, Keith S 64 28 27 Michigan 

24 Brown, Seve... CB 511 187 28 Oregon 
Bryn Domingo S64 175 25 Teas ARM 

7h Byrd, fchard DE 6-4 265 26. S Mississippi 

14 Cason Cody... 08 63 203. 25 Baylor 

0 Caston Toby... 18 64 2 23 LSU 

79. Chikress. Ray. DE 66 275 25 Texas A&M 

98 Coos, Raylotd.. DE 63 245 25 North Texas S, 

77 Davis, Bruce T 66 200 32 UCLA 

73. Davis, John OL 54 304 23 Georgia Tech 

31 Donwléson. Jef. 60 194 26 Colorado 

&2 Drewey, Wille. WR 57 164 25. Wes Virginia 

80 Duncan. Cus WR S11 108 23 N 

58 Oushabek Mark. LB 63.232 24 Minesola 

21 Eason, Bo S 62 205 27 CaLDans 

5) fais Bc LB 53 238 24 Memphis. 

95 Fuller, Willan .....0E &3. 260 25 Noth Captina 

81 Givns.Emest WR 5B. 172 24 Lousvie 

8 Gossett Jet P 62 200 31. Easemninas 

58 Grimsley, Jot... LB 6-2 235 26 Kentucky 

83 Hanis Leonard WR 5-8 165 28 Texas Teeh 

32 Highsmith, Alona FB 6-1 235 23 Mami 

85 Hil, Drew WR 5:9 170 32 Georgia Tech 

49 aves. Aifle TE 6-4 238 24 Dela Sale 

84 fies, Haynood. WR 62 198 24 NC Stale 

22 Johnson, Kenny......S 510 175. 30. Missisnpi St 

23 Johnson Pichatd. OB 6-1 190 25 Wisconsin 

ST soinson, Wales. 1B 60 241 25. Lovisare Tech 
Jones, Sean DE 67 265 26 Norheasein 

$3 tyes Robot 1B 6-1 223-27 TCU 

7B Maggs, Don OL 65 277 27 Tulse 

94 Matin, Chats ....NT 84 280 29. Linngson 

74 Natews, Brot OL 65 280 27 Soutem Cal 

25 McMillan. Autrey. CB 5-0 190 26 Howton 

91 Meats. Johnny... LB 62 230 27 Nichols SL 

1 Moon, Warten, 0B 63 210. 32 Wastinglon 

63 Munctek Mike G63 280 28 Pom. 

88 Pas, Jet TE 64 240 24 Adbun 

WO Pease Bet... 08 62 200 24 Montana 

$2 Pomison, day. C61 275 27 Nichols. 

20 Piet Alen. AB 59 185 24 Nove Dame 

30 Rover, Mile .....RB 5:10 211 27 

$3 Sede, Eugene 18 5:10 250 24. Lamar 

54 Smith Ad (B61 20 24 UanSae 

98 Sith, Doog NT 65 282 28 Abu 

70 Seibubie, Dean OL 63 278 27 Nebasta 

33 Titan, Spencer...AB 5-11 206 24 Okahorta 

45 Vatete,a......RB 6-0. 212 25. Nastall (1X) 

35 Walexe, Ray FB 6-0 200 25. Purdue 

68 Wilkes, OL 65 288 26 TersAgM 

87 Wikans.Jenie’.TE 64 245 28 Nebasta 

7 Zendejgs. Tory PK 58 165. 28 Nevada-Rena 

(d_name pos w_ college 

1 White Loew, HE -5:10. 213. Michigan Sate 

2 ores, Quinton CB 511108 i 

3 Monigomey,Greg.P 63. 219 Michigan Sate 

5 Disman Crs... 0B 60 1 

5 Vemuist Chis, TE 62 227 Chin Sale 

6 Crain, Kurt B61 228 Abu 

7 Eon Trey. WR 62 190 Potland State 

8 Viare, Dave C65 200 Min-Dulth 

9 Spedin Oaid. 1B «229 TCU 

10 Johnson, Marco... WR 59. 165. Hawai 

11 Frain, Jetyo .. NT 62. 255 Fresno Site 

12 Bray, Jot. 1B B2 226 Georgia 
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LIMITED THE BEST 
TO | N G FOOTBALL 
3,500 NEWSLETTER 


PARTICIPANTS TO YOUR eet 
AVAILABLE 


THIS FALL 


Receive *100 worth of the 
leading newsletters for only *15 


(es ee A a 


Here Is a wide variety of outstanding sports 
newsletters published during the season. They 
sell for $3-$10 a copy and feature analyses of FOOTBALL NEWS 
upcoming college and pro games plus a wealth Newsletter Sampling Program 
of inside information which should prove 
valuable to you. All have interesting formats. 17820 E. Warren 


Detroit, Ml 48224 
Our Newsletter Sampling Program (now in its 


9th year) offers you the opportunity to sample 0 OK, here's my $15. Send me at least 20 dif- 
the entire fleld for the incredible low price of ferent football newsletters worth over $100. 
$15. You will receive 2-3 different newsletters 

each week all season long. Then you can select 0 2 years, $25 0 Syears, $35 

the one that you like best. All newsletters are 

malled to you first class on Mondays. NAME 


This FOOTBALL NEWS Newsletter Sampling 1 “°° 
Program is limited to 3,500 participants. If you 
respond by August 31st, 1988, we'll send you a 


Mastercard and VISA Card 
free 1988 FOOTBALL NEWS Fact and Schedule Holders Call 1-800-521-8808 SSP 
booklet, a $2 value. 


STREET ‘STATE ZIP 


AFC 
east 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
So much happened to the Patriots between 
last season and this one that the organization 
was often mistaken for something between 
low comedy and a soap opera. There were the 
daily bulletins about whom the franchise 
would be sold to, about the Sullivan family's 
desperate efforts to stay involved in the NFL, 
about the possible loss of star linebacker An- 
dre Tippett because of the team’s financial 
shorts, about the probable trade of quarter 
back Tony Eason for the same reason, and 
about Irving Fryar's personal troubles. All of 
this distracts from one important fact: The Pa- 
triots are still a good football team 

The Indianapolis Colts won the division last 
year. The last time they faced the Patriots, late 
in November, they were shut out, 24-0. The 
Buffalo Bills, another AFC East team on the 
rise, were flying when they played the Pats in 
Buffalo on the next to last Sunday of the sea- 
son, New England won, 13-7. In the final 
game of the season, the Pats beat the Miami 
Dolphins, 24-10, in Joe Robbie Stadium 
Three weeks before, they had beaten the New 
York Jets, 42-20, to make a sweep of the divi- 
sion down the stretch 

The Patriots did miss the playoffs for the first 
time in three years, but there were compensa- 
tions, During the last month of the season, the 
Tunning game, which was virtually bankrupt in 
1986, averaged 150 yards. Much of that was 
due to the development of rookie starters 
Bruce Armstrong and Danny Villa at the tack- 
les, rookie Robert Perryman at fullback, sec- 


PATRIOTS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
‘SCORING—Frankin, B2 points on 37 extra points and 15 field 


‘oth 
RUSHING Colin, 474 yars on 147 caries, 32 avg, 3 
1Ds...17h 
PASSING—Grogan. $9 of 161 alempls for 1.183 yards and 10 
Ds. uvanked 
4 RECEVING—Colins, 44 reception fr 347 yards, 79 avg, 3 
a Ts...19 
= INTERCEPTIONS —Marion, 4 lor 53 yards, 133 2v0.. 10th 
PUNTING—Camarilio, 62 punts. 401 avg, longest 73. | 
ess ash 
PUNT RETURNS—Fryar, 18 for 174 yates 97-9. unranked 
KICKOFF RETURNS —Slaring, 23 for 445 yards, 19.3279. 9th 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

‘August 6 ATLANTA(N) 
13. Houston ft Memphis, TN, N} 
20 AtPhiladetphia(N) 
26 CINCINNATI (N) 


2_ INDIANAPOLIS: 0 
9 vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee = 
16 CINCINNATI 3 
23 at Buttalo 137 
30 CHICAGO. — 
6 MIAMI 28-21 
33. at Now York Jets, 2443 
20 aiMizmi (N) 24:10 
27 a insianapolis 1630 
Derember 4 SEARLE ~ 
11 TAMPA BAY = 
17 atDemer 20-31 


ond-year running back Reggie Dupard, and 
late-developing center Trevor Matich. 

There is undeniable carryover value in fin- 
ishing a season with a three-game winning 
streak, but the Pats, despite their talent and 
reinforcements, are not a team without wor- 
ries. The principal one revolves around the 
quarterback position. Steve Grogan finished 
the season there and was decreed the starter 
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for 1988 by the coach, Raymond Berry. Not 
only did Grogan put up impressive statistics 
(10 touchdowns and 1,183 yards in his abbre- 
viated playing time), but he was also a virtual 
coach on the field. He is the only NFL quarter- 
back who calls his own plays. In fact, he calls 
the plays when anyone else is at quarterback 
for New England. Yet Grogan is 35 years old, 
and asking him to serve as the starter for an- 
other year, considering his age and his history 
of injuries, is alittle like asking Yaz to come out 
of retirement and bat cleanup for the Red Sox. 
Eason, who was lost for the last half of the 
season due to a shoulder injury, is still the 
quarterback who guided this team to the Su- 
per Bow! three years ago. If the Pats have 
given up on him, there could be chaos at the 
Position, with even Doug Flutie, acquired from 
the Chicago Bears in a favorite-son move, in 
the picture. 

Another concern is the loss of defensive co- 
ordinator Rod Rust, who rejoined the Kansas 
City Chiefs. Not only are the Pats deprived ofa 
respected strategist, but Berry concocted a 
formula for disaster when he announced that 
Rust's duties will be shared by a troika of as- 
sistant coaches: Ed Khayat, Gummy Carr, 
and Don Shinnick. 

The Patriots stole the man who might have 
been the best running back in the draft, John 
Stephens of Northwestern Louisiana State, an 
elusive, speedy 217-pounder. It's a good 
thing, too, since Tony Collins, who led the Pats 
in rushing and receiving, has been released. 


The availability of Craig James and Robert 
Weathers is unknown, too, since James is re- 
covering from knee surgery and Weathers 
from an ankle injury. Reggie Dupard, the No. 1 
draftee in 1986, finished second in rushing 
with 318 yards and a 3.4-yard average. Perry- 
man, used mostly as a blocker, had big 
games against Indianapolis, Buffalo, and Mi- 
ami near the end of the season. 
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Stanley Morgan keeps rolling along. He 
made the Pro Bow! again in his 11th season as 
a Patriot. He had 40 receptions for a 16.8-yard 
average. Fryar, for all his erratic behavior, 
caught 31 passes and five touchdowns and 
led the club in punt returns with a 9.7-yard 
average. Stephen Starring and Cedric Jones 
each caught three touchdown passes in relief 
roles. There is an exciting newcomer in Sam- 
my Martin of LSU, who played running back 
for most of his college career. Lin Dawson, a 
trusted blocker, is the starting tight end, but 
the Pats reacquired Russ Francis late last 
year and the 36-year-old former all-pro may 
be valuable in spot receiving roles. 

The offensive line, which played well down 
the stretch, is likely to be improved. Arm- 
strong, the big tackle who had a fine rookie 
year, played the entire season with his shoul- 
der in a harness. He underwent surgery dur- 
ing the offseason to correct the problem. The 
other tackle, Villa, also was a rookie. Sean 
Farrell, who played strongly after a trade 
brought him from Tampa Bay, also had shoul- 
der surgery to relieve a bothersome condition. 
Center Trevor Matich, who spent half the sea- 
son on injured reserve, returned in early No- 
vember to play impressively. This may be one 
of the Pats’ best areas. 

The Pats will have to make some major 
changes in their linebacking. Steve Nelson re- 
tired and outside backer Don Blackmon was 
forced into a coaching career by a neck injury. 
Dick Steinberg, the canny personnel chief, 
took a major move toward replacing Nelson 
by taking Vincent Brown of Mississippi Valley 
State, the top sleeper in the draft. Ed Williams 
is Blackmon's successor. Andre Tippett re- 
mains the mainstay of the defense. He led the 
Pats in sacks and was named to his fourth 
consecutive Pro Bowl. Lawrence McGrew is 
the other inside linebacker. 

The strengths of a good secondary are the 
safeties. Fred Marion led the team with 103 
tackles. Strong safety Roland James was in- 
jured early in the year and Jim Bowman, his 
teplacement, played so well that James will 
be pressed to win back the job. Ronnie Lip- 


pett, in the estimation of Berry, is among the 
best NFL cornerbacks. Raymond Clayborn is 
expected to regain the other corner job now 
that his knee injury has healed. 

Right end Garin Veris is the most effective 
lineman. He had seven sacks. The nose tack- 
le is Toby Williams and the left end Kenneth 
Sims, who plays the run better than the pass. 

Draftee Teddy Garcia of Northeast Louisi- 
ana challenges veteran place-kicker Tony 
Franklin, who missed too many medium- 
length field goals. 


PATRIOTS VETERAN 
0, ame pos wt age collage 
78. Armstrong, Bruce T 6-4 284 22 Lovisville 
25 Beasley, Derrick. SS 6-1 205 22 Winston-Salem 
28 Bowman, Jim: SS 62 210 25 Central Michigan 
58 Brock Pele... C 65 275 34 Colorado 
3 Camarillo, Rich, .P 5-11, 185. 29 Washington 
26 Claybom, Raymond CB 6-0 186 33 Texas 
& Collon, George... TF 64 279 5 
40 Davis, Elgin: RB 5-10 192 22 Central Florida 
87 Dawson, Lin TE 63 240 28 NC Sule 
21 Dupard, Reggie ....RB 5-11 205 25 SMU 
11 Eason, Tony. QB 64 212 29 Minois 
(66 Fairchild, Paul... OL 6-4 270 27 Kansas 
62 Farell, Sean... G 6-3 260 28 Ponn State 
2 Flutie, Doug. QB 5-10 175 26 Boston College 
49 Francis, Russ TE 66 242 35 mn 
1 Franklin, Tony K 5-8 182 32 Teas A&M 
8D Fryar, ning... WR 60 200 26 
48 Gadbois, Dennis .. WR 6-1 183 24 Boston University 
43 Gibson, Emest.... CB 5-10 185 27 Furman 
99 Gibson, Tom DE 67 250 24 Northern Arizona 
14 Grogan Sine. 08 64 210 35. Kansas Sate 
35 Hansen, Bruce. RB 6-1 225 26 Brigham Young 
97 Hodge. Milford ....NT 6-3 278 27 Washington St. 
4 Homes, Daryl... FS 6-2 190 23 Fot Valley SL 
32 James, Craig RB 6-0 215 27 SMU 
38. James, Roland SS 6-2 191 30 Tennessee 
83 Jones, Cedric... WR 6-1 184 28 Duke 
93. Jordan, Tim .....LB 6-3 226 24 Wisconsin 
9 Lewis, Waller. OB 6-0 198 26 Alabama 
17 Linne, Lany. WR 6-1 185 26 Texas-El Paso 
42. Lippett, Ronnie CB 5-11 180 25 Miami 
3) Mation Fred «FS 62 191 29. Miami 
84 Malch Trem... C 64 270 27 Brigham Yourg 
8 ery... 18 64 225-23. Holy Coss 
50. McGrew, Lawrence LB 6-5 233 31 USC 
23. McSwain, Rod CB 6-1 198 26 Clemson 
67 Moore, Steve. T 65 305. 28 Tennessee Si. 
85 Morgen, Seniey.. WR 5-11.18) 33 Teoresson 
75. Mavtiss. Guy OL 64 260 37 TCU 
434 Penyeran, Gob... RB 6-1 233. 23. Michigan 
70 Plunkett, Art «1 6-8 282 29 Nevada-Las Vegas 
22 Profit. Eugene. CB 5-10 175 24 Yale 
12 Ramsey. Tom .... OB 6-1 189 27 UCLA 
2 Johnny... LB 63 234 27 Clemson, 
95 Reynolds, Ed LB 65 242 27 Virginia 
65 Fuh Mie NT 6-1 285. 24 Boston Colege 
‘88 Scott, Willie TE 6-4 245 29 South Carolina 
77 ‘Sims, Kenneth DE 65 271 29 Teras 
81 Staning, Stephen. WR 5-10172 27 MeNeese State 
30 Tatupu, Mosi. RB 6-0 227 33. USC 
56 Tipat Ande .....lB 63 241 2 lova 
60 Vers. Garn.. DE 6-4 285 25. Staiord 
73. Villa, Danny T 65 305 23 Arizona State 
m4 AB 62 225 28 Avvo Sete 
96 Wiliams, Brent DE 63 278 24 Toledo 
82 Williams, Derwin .. WR 6-1 185 27 New Mexico 
‘54 Williams, Ed WB 6-4 244 27 Teas 
90 Williams, Toby NT 6-4 270 29° Nebraska 
61 Wooten, Ron G 6-4 273 29 North Carolina 

DRAFTEES: 

name pos Awl lege 
1 Stephens, John HB 5-11 216 NWLouisiana St. 
2 Brown, Vincent 1B 61 245 Miss Valley St 
4 Rehder, Tom T 66 270 Note Dame 
4 Goad, Tim. DT 62 270 North Carolina 
4 Mattin, Sammy: WR 51) 175 LSU 
4 Garcia, Teddy ~K 5-10 180 NE Louisiana 
5 Wolkow, Troy G 63 269 Minnesota 
6 Johnson, Steve TE 6-5 240 Virginia Tech 
7 Usher, airy! WR 5-7 164 Illinois: 
9 Galbraith, Neil... OB 5-11 175, Central State, Okla 
10 Lossow, Rodney... C 6-2 272 Wisconsin 
1) Allen, Marvin RB 5-9 205 Tulane 
12 Nugent, Dave NT 62 269 Boston College 
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BUFFALO BILLS 

Buffalo should be bracketed with Indianapolis 
as one of the AFC’s coming powers, except 
that the Bills keep losing their concentration. 
They shut out Miami, 27-0, something that al- 
most never happens to a Dan Marino team, 
but the next week the Bills made Marc Wilson 
look like a Pro Bowl quarterback and lost to 
the Raiders. In December, their defense 
made Eric Dickerson suffer through his worst 
game as a pro and stuffed the Colts, 27-3, in 
the Hoosier Dome. Then, with the playoffs in 
sight, the Bills lost to New England and Phila- 
delphia. The diagnosis is a lack of maturity. 

For the Bills, who compiled an aggregate 
23-56 record over the last five seasons, talent 
isn't so much of a problem any longer. They 
have one of the better NFL quarterbacks now 
in Jim Kelly. There are three top-shelf defen- 
sive stars: end Bruce Smith and linebackers 
Cornelius Bennett and Shane Conlan. Marv 
Levy did a commendable coaching job in his 
first full season with the team. The question is 
how much they learned from their 1987 mis- 
takes, ones that were committed when the 
pressure was applied. 

Overall, Kelly's passing is still the team's 
Primary offensive weapon. He threw for 2,798 
yards and 19 touchdowns while his percent- 
age of interceptions, 2.6, was among the low- 
est in the league. But the Bills still have to 
learn to run the ball more efficiently if they are 
to win late in the season. They play only two 
home games after November 1 and one other 
in a northern, undomed stadium, but the de- 
velopment of a ball-control running game to 
balance Kelly's powerful arm is essential. 

Defensively, the Bills chart their progress 
from mid-season 1987, when they made their 
bombshell deal for linebacker Bennett. In six 
of the eight games he played, they limited 
opponents to just over 10 points per game. 
Some opponents already are calling Bennett 
the best pass rusher in the NFL. He had one 
sack a game after barging into the lineup at 
mid-season without training camp or any oth- 
er preparation. Defensive coordinator Walt 
Corey is candid about his plans for 1988: Ben- 
nett will be a focal point of the pass rush on the 
left side and Bruce Smith, the defensive play- 
er of the year in the AFC, on the right. Ben- 
nett's coverage will be secondary. 

Smith, an enormous load for any pass-pro- 
tection scheme, had 12¥2 sacks last year. 
With Bennett on the other side prohibiting mul- 
tiple-blocking burdens, he should be even 
more effective. Nose tackle Fred Smerlas is 
no longer a Pro Bowler, but he had one of his 
better seasons and still ties up traffic in the 
middle. Sean McNanie, the left end, is not up 
to their standards, but he could be pushed by 
Leon Seals, who broke in as a rookie by con- 
tributing in pass-rush situations. 

The linebacking doesn't end with Bennett. 
Shane Conlan was the NFL Defensive Rookie 
of the Year. The ex-Penn State star was 
moved from outside to inside linebacker after 
Bennett arrived and flourished at his new po- 
sition. Corey put the emphasis on pursuit and 
Conlan is relentless. Darryl Talley had his best 
season behind Smith on the right side. Scott 
Radecic, who played for Corey in Kansas 
City, was the other inside backer. The Bills 
have another young comer in Hal Garner, who 
won a starting job on the outside in training 
camp and then suffered a knee injury. 
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BILLS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC 

SCORING—Norwood, 61 poinis on 31 extra points and 10 

field goals 

RUSHING—Hatmon, 485 yards on 116 carries, 4.2 avg. 2 
6th 


TOs... 
PASSING—Kelly, 250 of 419 atlempls for 2,798 yards and 19 
Ts...61h 


RECEIVING—Reed, 57 receptions for 752 yards, 132 avg. 5 
TDs. 31d 
INTERCEPTIONS—Kelso, 6 for 25 yards, 42 avg, Ttst 
PUNTING—Kidd, 64 puns, 390 avg, longest 67 yards. 

PUNT RETURNS—Pitts, 23 fr 149 yards, 65 avg, ..101h 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Tasker, 11 for 197 yards, 17.9 avg 
vnvanked 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 4 At Houston (N) 
13 CINCINNATI (N) 
19° Al Seattle (N), 
26 Tampa Bay (at Nastwill, TN, N) 


(01) 34-31 
231 


Se ofBGonRs 


2134 
23 


Cornerback Nate Odomes made the all- 
rookie teams, but the other corner position will 
be a battle among incumbent Derrick Bur- 
roughs, sophomore Roland Mitchell, and ex- 
Charger Wayne Davis. Heady Mark Kelso 
played well at free safety. Strong safety is a 
mystery. Dwight Drane and Ron Pitts shared it 
last year, but the Bills will try Pittsburgh's All- 
America linebacker, Zeke Gadson, at the po- 
sition. He had 22 sacks as a senior but is too 
small to play linebacker in the pros. 

Kelly suffered an injury to his passing arm in 
the Pro Bowl and it nagged him into the 
spring. The Bills have to be a little worried 
They also have to give him an opportunity for 
more explosion. The Bills were the only team 
in the league last year without an offensive 
play of more than 50 yards. The draft may 
have helped, since Oklahoma State running 
back Thurman Thomas and Central Florida re- 
ceiver Bernard Ford were the first two picks. 
When the Bills faltered late last season it was 
due, at least in part, to the absence of a run- 
ning back. Thomas, who runs on a knee the 
medics consider a risk, scored 18 touch- 
downs and ran for more than 1,600 yards last 
year. His 173-yard effort against Oklahoma, 
which included bursts of 53 and 42 yards, was 
the biggest day by a running back against the 
Sooners in 20 seasons. Ford, built along the 
smurf lines of the Redskins’ receivers, was 
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among the fastest players in the draft. He 
dominated at the small-college level 

Thomas gives coach Marv Levy the oppor- 
tunity to build a versatile running attack. Jamie 
Mueller made the leap from Division III to start- 
ing fullback in the NFL, averaging 4.3 yards 
on 82 carries. Robb Riddick, a utility back, 
was leading the NFL in scoring with 50 points 
when he broke his collarbone. Ronnie Harmon 
lost his way late in his first season as the start- 
ing halfback, but he is an enormous threat as 
a receiver, He caught 56 passes. 

The starting receivers, Andre Reed and 
Chris Burkett, finished third and fourth, re- 
spectively, in the AFC with 57 and 56 catches. 
Reed averaged 13.2 yards per catch and 
scored five touchdowns, Burkett averaged 
43.7 and scored four times. The presence of 
Ford might open things up for them. The tight 
end, Pete Metzelaars, slipped from 42 to 28 
receptions. He doesn't gain much yardage af- 
ter he catches the ball, so ex-basketball play- 
er Keith McKellar may get a long look. 

The offensive line graded well overall, but it 
slipped badly in the last few weeks, possibly 
because of lack of size. Joe Devlin begins his 
13th season as a starting tackle. Will Wolford, 
the other tackle, is a future star. Mitch Frerotte, 
who skipped his final year of eligibility at Penn 
State to turn pro, will push Jim Ritcher and Tim 
Vogeler for one of the guard jobs. Kent Hull is 


a steady center. Rookie Howard Ballard will 
be Devlin’s eventual replacement 

Steve Tasker was named to the Pro Bow! in 
recognition of his work on the coverage 
teams. The Bills need a bigger contribution 
from their place-kicker, So Kirk Roach of West- 
ein Carolina will challenge incumbent Scott 
Norwood. Punter John Kidd battles winds in 
Rich Stadium, but he still needs a better year 
than he had in 1987, although he did place 20 
kicks inside the 20-yard line 


BILLS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name posh wt age college 
55 Bemell, Comelns 18 62 235 22 Alara’ 
50 Bentley, Pay LB 6-2 245 28 Cent Michigan 
8} Broughton, Waller WR 5-10) 180 26 lacksonile St 
77 Brown, Tony OT 65 285 24 Pitsburgh 
85 Burketl Chris... WR 6-4 210 25 Jackson Stale 
29 Burroughs Derick. CB 6-1 180 26 Memphis Stale 
6} Burton, Leonard, 63 275 24 South Carolina 
80 Butler, Jey WR 6-0 178 31 Clemson 
82 Byrumy Reggie. WR 6-1 185 24 Oregon SL 
35 Byrum, Cal FB 6.0 235 25 Miss Valley St 
69. Chisy, Greg G 64 285 26 Pitsburon 
58 Conlan, Stone... L863 230 24 Penn Sate 
2 Davis Wayne CB 5:11 175 25 Indiana St 
70. Devlin, Joe T 65 280 34 love 
45. rane, Dwight S 62 205 26 Ovihora 
59 Frere Mich =—»«G_—«G&3. 280 23. Pem Sule 
53 Furic. Toy. 1B 6-1 228. 24 Notre Dame 
99. Gamer, Hal LB 6-4 23 26 Utch State 
8 08 63 207 26 Mayland 
OE 64 270 26 UshSate 
LB 64 205 28 Wate Foest 
38 Harmon, Ronnie RB 5-11 192 24. love 
7} Helestae. Dale. .T 65 275 26 SMU. 
6 Hull Kent G 64 275 27 Mississini St 
20 Johnson, Fp... WR 5:10. 185 25. McNeese St 
48 Johnson, Lawrence... S 5-11 202 31 Wisconsin 
Johnson, Trumaine WR 6-1 195 28 Graniing 
‘aiser, Jona 18 63 227 26 Arana 
Kelly Jin 0B 63 218 28 Man 
Kelso, Mak S51 17 25 Wiliam & Mary 
Kidd, Joni P63 208 27 Northwestern 
Lingner, Adam, 6-4 250 28. Winois 
McClure, Brian. 08 6&6 22 25 Bowing Green 
MeNane,Sean OE 65 270 27 San Diego St 
Marve Eugene... (8 6-2 240 25: Saginaw Valley 
Mesner Bruce... NT 65 280 24 Manyiand 
Mevelzrs Pele. TE 6:7 243 28 Wabash 
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FB 61 225 24 Benesicine 
Nontood Soot ..K 6-0. 207 28 Janes Madison 
Ocomes. Nate. CB 5-9. 188 23. Wisoosin 
Pits, Ron (8 510 175 26 UCLA 
Pike, Maik 1B “6-4 257 25. Georgi Tech 
Pore, Key... RB 641 210. 24 Washington St 
Pore, Ricky... RB 5-10. 210, 28. Siopry Rack 
Pralr, Dean DE 6:4 260 30 OKahora SL» 

7 Radecc, Scot... LB 6-3 242 26 Penn Ste 
feed Andie. WR 6.0 190. 24. Kulzown, St 
eich Fak ..... QB 63/208 27 Maryland 
Riddick Robb. AB 6 195. 3}. Millersville St 
Bits, J G 63 25 30 N.Caoina St 
Role, Don TE 6:3 242 24 Michigan St 
Sampson.Clin WR 5-11 183.27 San Diego SL 

9% Seals Leon DE 64 285 24 Jackson Si 

76 Spates Fred NT 63 280 31 Boston Colege 

78 Smith Boe DE 6-4 265 25. Viginia Tech 

56 Talley, Daryl LB 6-4 227 28 West Viginia 

89 Tasker Sie, WR 5-9 185.26 Norhvesten 

2 Traynowex, Mak G65 280 26 Nebrata 

5 Vooe. Tin G 63 285 32 OrioSae 

73 Wolo, Wi T 65 276 24 Vander 

DRAFTEES 

d_name posh wt college 

2 Thomas, Thurman AB 5-10 194 OWahoma Sia 

3 Ford, Berard. WR 5168 Conia Florida 

5 Gatson, Zhe DB 6D 5 Pitsburg 

5 Reach, kik K 61 223 Westen Cats 

6 Muay, Dan 1B 61 240 Eas Syourstuny 

7. Borcy. Tim OT 67 288 Memphis Sate 

7 Wig. B0 RS 61 209 Alabama 

8. Hey, Jobn 0B 61 182 Teas 

8 Wight Jel NT 63 260 CentalMo. St 

9 Bailey, Catton... NT 63. 245 ‘Noth Carona 

10 Mayhew Metin DB 5-10. 172 Fla Stale 

11 Curkenda, Pee. NT. 62 279° Pam Stale 

12 Driscol.Jom OT 65 280 New Hampshire 

12 Elandson.Tom 1B «62216 Washington 


125 


= 
3 
5 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

Ron Meyer, their coach, is a realist about the 
Colts, even though they won a division cham- 
pionship a year ago. “I like our team, but we're 
sandwiched in a division where everyone has 
a chance to win—particularly when you have 
the type of quarterback talent we have in this 
division,” he said 

The Colts are the team with the least quar- 
terback talent of the five AFC East teams. 
They bear a strong resemblance to the Los 
Angeles Rams of a few years ago. That is, a 
team that made the playoffs on the strength of 
Eric Dickerson's running and on sound de- 
fense, but a team handicapped by its lack of 
passing firepower. The Colts have been trying 
to establish Gary Hogeboom as a winner, but 
Hogeboom has been as inconsistent as he 
was with the Dallas Cowboys. Now he has to 
recover from a serious injury, a dislocated 
passing shoulder. There is something else. 
Hogeboom broke the strike last year, an act 
that has not been forgotten by his teammates. 
“We're hoping for a full recovery without sur- 
gery,” says Meyer of Hogeboom's injury. 

Even with Hogeboom jin the lineup, the 
Colts will live or die with Dickerson, who cost 
them a fortune in draft choices. So far they 
have lived well. In the next to last game of the 
Season, when the Colts had to win at San Die- 
go, Dickerson's 53-yard run set up Albert 
Bentley's three-yard, clinching touchdown 
that averted elimination from the playoffs. In 
the last game, Dickerson ran for 196 yards 
and two touchdowns as Indy beat Tampa Bay 
to clinch the division title. He finished as run- 
Ner-up to Charles White, his successor in the 
Ram backfield, as the NFL rushing champion 
with 1,288 yards, 1,011 of which were gained 
in an Indianapolis uniform. He should be even 
More dangerous as he grows more accus- 
tomed to his new team. His teammates are 
willing. They know he is their meal ticket 
That's important, because what made him 
leave the Los Angeles Rams was a feeling that 
he wasn't appreciated. The Colts have shown 
their appreciation financially. 

Dickerson has the sort of offensive line be- 
hind which he made headlines and set re- 
cords in Los Angeles. Center Ray Donaldson, 
guard Ron Solt, and tackle Chris Hinton made 
the last Pro Bowl. Some say Hinton is overrat- 
ed. Not a polished pass blocker, he gave up 
eight sacks and is vulnerable to quick defen- 
sive ends. But he can run-block, and the Colts 
can take that to the bank, Tackle Kevin Call 
and guard Ben Ut are experienced, tough 
run-blockers. The rising star of the unit is 
guard Randy Dixon. 

One of the big surprises of the draft was that 
the Colts did not take a tight end. Pat Beach 
can be a troublesome receiver, but there is no 
major-league-quality tight end on the roster. 
The key men in the passing game are Billy 
Brooks, the underrated wide receiver, and 
tunning back Albert Bentley. Brooks caught 
52 passes for a 14.2-yard average. Bentley's 
13.1-yard average on 34 catches was star- 
tling for a running back. His ball-carrying was 
overlooked by the arrival of Dickerson, but he 
ran for 631 yards and seven touchdowns. 
Matt Bouza, a possession receiver, had 42 
catches and four touchdowns. 

In assessing Indianapolis for 1988, it's im- 
portant to remember that the place-kicker, 
Dean Biasucci, had a landmark year, with only 
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COLTS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Biasuce, 96 paints on 24 extra points and 24 fied 


goals. 2nd 
USHING—Dickerson, 1.288 yards on 283 cates, 46 avg, 6 
TOs. st 

PASSING—Trudeau, 128 of 229 atempls fr 1,587 yar ana 6 
TOs sth 

FRECEWVING—Brooks, 51 eceplons for 722 yards, 14.2 ag, 3 
Ds. «10h 

INTERCEPTIONS —Prir, 6 0157 yards, 95 avg, 1st 
PUNTING—Stark: 61 punts, 40,0 ag, longest 63 yards. 10th 
PUNT RETURNS—Brooks, 2 for 196 ards, 2a... 11th 
IOKOFE RETURNS—Benley, 22 for 500 yatds, 227 aq. 2nd 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 6 Al Tampa Bay (N) 
13 GREEN BAY (N) 
20 NEW ORLEANS (N) 
2% _AtDenver (N) 
1988 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
September 4 HOUSTON 51-27 
fi CHICAGO = 
19. At Cleveland (N) o7 
2 MIAMI 10-23 
Qolober 2 AL New England 0-28 
9 ALBuffalo 41-6 
16 TAMPA BAY 246 
2% AlSan Diego 207 
31 DENVER (N) — 
November 6 NEWYORK JETS. 60 
13. AlGreen Bay... = 
2 AlMinnesota — 
27 NEWENGLAND, W416 
‘December 4 AL Miami 40-21 
10 ALNew York Jets 19-14 
18 BUFFALO 327 


ERIC DICKERSON 


three misses in 27 field-goal attempts. The 
team may need that sort of accuracy again 

The Colts traded away their top two draft 
choices in the Dickerson deal, which was all 
right, but they used their remaining top pick 
for University of Washington quarterback 
Chris Chandler. Undoubtedly Chandler, a fine 
athlete who needs a few years of coaching 
and polishing, is the new quarterback of the 
future. In the meantime, the decision to draft 
him alienated Jack Trudeau, who did most of 
the quarterbacking a year ago when Hoge- 
boom was hurt. Trudeau, held in check by the 
Colt strategists, threw for just six touchdowns 
and 1,587 yards. 

The Colts took a major risk defensively, 
which, if it turns out, could return them to the 
playoffs again. That was the signing of long- 
time all-pro Joe Klecko, who was declared too 
much of a medical gamble for his old team, 
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the New York Jets, to keep. Klecko swears his 
bad knee is O.K. now and is dying to prove it. 
The Colts needed a nose tackle and a healthy 
Klecko would give them a great one. He could 
occupy at least two blockers, giving the Colts’ 
admirable linebackers all sorts of opportuni- 
ties to make mischief. Klecko wouldn't hurt the 
ends, Jon Hand and Donnell Thompson, ei- 
ther. Thompson, a late bloomer, is the best 
pass rusher among the down linemen. Hand 
is very tough against the run. 

The strength of the defense is the lineback- 
ing. Duane Bickett should be a Pro Bow! out- 
side backer for the foreseeable future. John- 
nie Cooks is a fine talent on the other side. 
Barry Krauss continues his remarkable come- 
back on the inside. Cliff Odom is his partner. 

It's another story in the secondary. After 
Chandler, the Colts drafted two defensive 
backs, Michael Ball of Southern and John 
Baylor of Southern Mississippi. Both could 
find immediate work. The best of the returnees 
is cornerback Eugene Daniel, whose forte is 
coverage. Unless one of the rookies has a big 
say, John Holt and Willie Tullis will compete on 
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the other side. Nesby Glasgow, the strong 
safety, may be slipping a bit at age 31, but 
Freddie Robinson, who made the all-rookie 
team, and Mike Prior, who replaced Robinson 
after he was injured, show some promise. Pri- 
or tied for the AFC lead with six interceptions. 

The Colts' most critical area this season 
may be their decision-making on offense. 
They have to find a way to get Dickerson and 
Bentley into the game at the same time. They 
also have to put some more balance into their 
passing attack. And with their dependence on 
Hogeboom and their decision to draft Chan- 
dler, they may have muddied the quarterback 
situation. Hogeboom has missed 21 of 32 
games with injury since Indianapolis acquired 
him from the Dallas Cowboys. Trudeau may 
not be spectacular, but as Meyer admitted, 
“we would not have made the playoffs last 
year without him.” 

“We're at a very important stage,” said gen- 
eral manager Jimmy Irsay. “One little move 
can make a great difference. With a little fine- 
tuning, we have a chance to achieve what we 
want—to get to the Super Bowl and win it.” 


COLTS VETERAN ROSTER 
o_name posh age_ college 
57 Rivers, Dave. LB 6-4 249 30. Wisconsin 
78 Armsiong, Harvey NT 6-3 268 29. SMU 
35 Banks, Chuck RBG) 227 24 W. Vigna Tech 
81 Beach, Pal TE 64 252 29 Washingon SL 
87 Belin. Mack... WR S11 185 24 Brigham Young 
20 Bentey, Aen... RB 5-11 214) 28. Miami 
4 Basset Den... K 60 191 26, Westem Caotina 
50, Bidet, Duane... LB 65 243 25 Southern Cal 
85 Bowa Natl... WR 63 212 29 Calfoma 
84. Bojer, Mark TE 6-4 242 26 Souhem Cal 
88 Brandes Jot... TE 62 237 24 Cameron 
80 Brooks, Bill WR 60 191 24 Boston 
74 ‘Brot, Bob OT 65 2% 2 Syanse 
68 Brougtion Wille ,..DE 65 281 24 Miami 
72. Call Kevin OT 67 HZ 27 Coload st 
31 Coeran, Leonard 6:2 202 26. Vanderbit 
98 Cooks Jotnie .... LB 6-4 252 30. Mississin! St 
38 Daniel Eugene .. CB 5-11 178 27 LSU 
72 Day. Byion... OE 64 260 28 Soutben Cal 
23 Diowson, Ec. AB 63 217 28 SMU 
69 Dixon, Randy... OT 6-3. 298 “23. Pitsurgh 
$3) Donaldson. Ray... C63 288 30 Georgia 
 Gsgow,Nesby....S 510. 187 31 Washingon 
37 Goode, Chris... DB 6-0 193 25 Alabama 
51 Hancock Kein LB 62 225 26 Baylor 
78 Hand, Jon DE 67 298 25 abana 
Herman, Mark... 0B 6-4 199 29 Purdue 
75. Hinlon, Cis G64 295 27 ‘Norhwesem 
7 Hogeboom, Gary .. 08 6:4 208 30 Cental Michigan 
21, Holt John CB 5-10 179 29 West Teas SL 
58, James, June 1B G1 236 26 Teas 
94. Kel, Soot NT &3 279.25. Norhem iinois 
echo, Joe NT 63 263 35 Tepe 
55 Kass, Bary... LB 63 269 31 Abana 
8 Leiing, Jat (8 63 239 27 Teas 
59 Lowy, Orando LB 64 236 27 Ohio State 
49 MeClosey Mike... TE 65 246 27 Porn Stale 
32 Mellin, Randy FB 6-0. 220-30. Pitsburgh 
(86 Muay, Wales. WR 6-4 202 25 Hawai 
14 Nugent Teny .... 0B 64 214 27 ColoatoS1 
$3. Odom, Cit LB 6&2 245 30 Texas-Arington 
65 Patten. Jot OT 67 Sor 30 Dike 
43 Pemman,Jm..., 08 60 187 28 Milikn 
39 Pio, Mike DB 60 200 25 itincs Sule 
47 Robinson, Freche DB 6-1 191 24 Alabama 
43 Saishuy, Sean... 0B 65 215 25 Southom Cal 
76 Say. done. NT 63270 29° Missouri 
83 Showin Tim... TE 65 252 30 Basion Colle 
65 Sol Ron 0G 63 285 26 Maryland 
3 Sak Ran P 63 204 29 FloidaS, 
2% Swoore, Cig... DB 61. 200 24 Minos 
‘2 Thompson, Oomell DE 6-4 275 30. North Catia 
62 Thar, Don DL 6-4 260 26. Minois 
10 Trudeas Jack. 08 6-3 213. 26. ins 
42 Tull, Wile, CB 5-11 195 30 Troy Sate 
64 UR Ben 0G 66 286 29. Geotgia Tech 
Verin, Clarence . WR 58 160 25. SWLovisiana 
48 Wakzak Mark... TE 66 246 25 Aizora 
34 Worsley George ...RB 510 219 28. Mississipi SL 
Woodard, Ken LB G1 227 28. Tuskegee 
27 Wight Tey. DB 6-0 195 23. Temple 
DRAFTEES 
1d_same pos mM wt _ college 
3 Chandi, Cis... 0863 215 Washington 
44 Bal Michae! S60 211 Soutem 
Bayo, John (CB G0 192 Southam Mss 
9 hetod. deft 1B 61 240 Mississippi 
40 Alon, OBrien LB 6-7 227 ‘Matylend 
11 Dee, Dome DE 64 240 Tusa 
12 Kenney, avon... WR $-10 172 Wis-Stovens Pt 
12. Vesing, Tim PK S11 178 Syracuse 
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MIAMI DOLPHINS 

It is no longer possible to analyze the Miami 
Dolphins and proclaim that quarterback Dan 
Marino and the “Marks Brother,” wide receiv- 
ers Mark Duper and Mark Clayton, are the 
sum and substance of the team. Once that 
was a popular concept. Marino and his pass 
catchers might still be the heart of the team, 
but there is much more, starting with the offen- 
sive line. 

But now there are troubles in that line, and 
that is why it is difficult to predict where Miami 
might end up in 1988. Dwight Stephenson, the 
best man in the unit and one of the finest cen- 
ters in the history of the NFL, suffered a seri- 
ous knee injury in the season's final month. His 
rehabilitation may extend well into this year 
There is even worry that Stephenson's career 
may be over, since he suffered nerve damage 
that still affects his left foot. The same sort of 
injury led to the eventual retirement of Atlan- 
ta's star fullback, William Andrews. Stephen- 
son's injury is not the sole worry. Tackle Ron- 
nie Lee has a recurring groin pull. The other 
tackle, Jon Geisler, has a chronic knee injury. 

Marino was sacked just nine times last sea- 
son. Only once in his career, in 1985, was he 
sacked for an average of more than once a 
game. Even at that it was just 18 sacks in 16 
games. That sort of protection is the keystone 
to Marino's effectiveness as a passer. The 
Dolphins must find some way to restore the 
normal shield for their passer 

John Sandusky, the offensive line coach, is 
well known for having converted chaff to 
wheat in the past. This time his task is a huge 
one. If Lee and Geisler are unable to play 
effectively, Sandusky must accelerate the de- 
velopment of two second-year men, Mark 
Dennis and Chris Conlin. They are bulky, 290- 
pounders with little experience. Sandusky is 
still working on Tom Toth, who started most of 
the season at right guard without distinguish- 
ing himself, Jeff Dellenbach, a utility player, 
replaced Stephenson late last year. The only 
starting lineman of high quality who doesn't 
have an injury is left guard Roy Foster 

The injury situation in the line doesn't help 
the running game much, either, since that is 
Still left to a committee of backs. Troy Strad- 
ford beat out Lorenzo Hampton as one starter 
and led the team with 619 yards. He also led 
in pass receptions with 48 for 457 yards. Ron 
Davenport and 10-year veteran Woody Ben- 
nett share the fullback role. Bennett is the bet- 
ter blocker, Davenport the more effective re- 
ceiver. The offense is further limited by the 
absence of a premier tight end. This position 
has been manned by a committee, too, but 
Bruce Hardy is getting old and Dan Johnson's 
play has slipped 

Not that the Dolphins’ offense is bankrupt, 
even though it appeared that way in late No- 
vember, when the team was hammered by 
two AFC East upstarts, Indianapolis and Buf- 
falo. There was a December rally that resulted 
in a late bid for the playoffs. Marino and coach 
Don Shula always seem to find a way to con- 
tend. Despite missing the three strike games, 
Marino still passed for 26 touchdowns and 
3,245 yards. Duper caught eight touchdown 
passes and Clayton seven. James Pruitt, who 
had 26 receptions and scored three touch- 
downs as the extra receiver, may be a bud- 
ding star. Scott Schwedes had a miserable 
fookie season, one filled with fumbles and 
dropped passes, but the word is that his confi- 
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DOLPHINS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 

‘SCORING —Reveiz 55 points on 28 extia points and 9 tld 

(ols, 14th 

RUSHING-Svradtord, 619 yards on 145 catties, 43 avg. 6 

TDs... 10th 

PASSING—Marino, 263 of 444 atlenps for 3.245 yards and 2 

TOs. 2nd 

RECEIVING—Stradtord, 48 receptions lor 457 yards, 95 avg. 1 

1D. 13m 

INTERCEPTIONS —Lankord, 3 foc 44 yards, 147 avg... 2310 

PUNTING—Roby. 32 puns, 428 avg. longest 77. yards, 
unranked 

PUNT RETURNS —Schwedes, 24 for 203 yards: 85 avg, 7th 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Hampton, 16 for 304 yards. 190 avg 
unranked 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
‘August 6 ALChicago (N), 
13. WASHINGTON (N) 
19. DENVER (N) 
26 AtMinnesota (N) 


4 
n 

18 GREEN BAY 
25 at indianapolis 
2 MINNESOTA 

9 al Los Angeles Raiders 
16 SANDIEGO 

23 NEW YORK JETS: 

30 at Tampa Bay 

© atNew Engtand 

14 BUFFALO (N) 

20 NEW ENGLAND (W) 
a 
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STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


WHEN YOU READ DOLPHIN DIGEST... 


YOURE IN 
GOOD 
COMPANY! 


No, Don Shula doesn’t read 
Dolphin Digest to get the in- 
side scoop on the Miami Dol- 
phins. He’s already got it. But 
he does appreciate objective 
reporting, player features and 
what top columnists have to 
say about his team. And so do 
many NFL coaches, scouts, 
broadcasters and journalists 
around the country. That's 
why they receive Dolphin 
Digest and why you should 
too. 


Subscribe Now and Catch All the 1988 Action 


EVERY ISSUE BRINGS YOU: 
@ Game Coverage ® Top Columnists @ Action Photos 
e Rosters & Previews @ Player Features @ Predictions 
© Comprehensive Team Stats & More! 


Subscribe 
Now by dialing 
our Toll-Free 


PLUS, you'll get weekly insight from the NFL’s premier Numbers! 


coaching family—the Shulas! 
Each week, Don and David Shula will offer opinions on a vast array of 
NEL topics as well as answering questions from subscribers. 
FREE fal YES! Enter my subscription to Dolphin Digest for the term indicated below 
GIFT! MIAMI we | have enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card). 
titre DOLPHINS | 9 check one: Check one: 
Subscribe before | 1sXMEDIAGUIDE | § [7 1. ear (28 issues|—827.95" LO) !enclose payment with order 


Oct. 1, 1988 and 

you'll receive a FREE 2-years (56 issues}—$46.95* visa] mc amex 
copy of the ott cial j C1 3-years(84issues)—$68.95" Exp. Date 
Hae etn sai ? DO check here if a renewal Card No. 


In it you'll find: = a Customer No. _______ [0 Send my subscription 1st Class Mail 

© Personal Player I've enclosed an additional $32.00 per yr. 
Profiles & Photos. 

© Complete Individual ; NAME 
Records. ss : 


‘eam Records . “= 
@ 1987 Season in ADDRESS 


alee pecs CITY/STATE/ZIP 
@ Player Statistics & ~ Send payment to: Dolphin Digest, P.O. Box 6600, Miami, FL 33152 
Much Morel FREE *Please add $2.00 for postage and handling of Media Guide. 
A ae ee ‘88 Media Guide CREDIT CARD ORDERS PHONE TOLL FREE: 
Digest the most iver In Florida: 1-800-334-4378 Out of State: 1-800-334-4005 of 
complete news package avail- st SS) SSD TT 
able on the Miami Dolphins! NOTE: Canadian subscribers pay in U.S. funds and add $6.00 per year to price 


dence returned as a result of offseason work. 

“Overall, defensively, | don't think we are 
close to where you have to be in order to be a 
Playoff team,” admitted Shula. “We have to 
work hard to reach that level.” 

The Dolphins also need an infusion of de- 
fensive talent. They took a long shot in the 
draft when they made Eric Kumerow of Ohio 
State their first-round pick. The idea is to play 
the 6-6, 255-pound Buckeye as they used to 
employ Kim Bokamper: part linebacker, part 
down lineman. Shula thinks Kumerow has the 
speed and enough size to handle big offen- 
sive tackles. He hopes to apply heat on the 
Opposing quarterback. Miami's 21 sacks were 
the second-fewest in the NFL a year ago. “Our 
priority is the pass rush,” confirmed Shula. 
“From the down linemen, to blitzing lineback- 
ers, to our nickel package, we just have to put 
more pressure on the passer.” 

This is the second year in a row that the 
Dolphins used their premium draft pick for a 
pass rusher. Last season it was John Bosa. 
He held out all summer and then, like many 
rookies, had his progress retarded by the 
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strike. Bosa started 12 games but had just 
three sacks. Shula feels that he will improve 
markedly this season after a full training 
camp. If Kumerow is an immediate hit, the left 
end, T.J. Turner, might be used to reinforce 
nose tackle, where Brian Sochia gets over- 
powered too often. Turner led the team with 
four sacks, but he is not considered a top 
pass rusher. 

The second-round draftee was Jarvis Wil- 
liams, the Florida star. Williams played corner 
for most of his career, but the Dolphins are 
likely to use him at one of the safeties, the 
position he played for the Gators as a senior 
As a strong tackler, he seems a natural for 
‘strong safety, but the Dolphins used five dif- 
ferent free safeties in 1987, so they may need 
him to fill the hole. The incumbent defensive 
backs are Paul Lankford and William Judson 
on the corners, Liffort Hobley at strong safety, 
and Bud Brown at free. None played well 
enough to fee! secure. 

The linebacking, long a Dolphin problem, 
has some silver linings at last. John Offerdah! 
overcame a serious biceps injury to become a 
Pro Bowl inside linebacker again. Jackie 
Shipp, who had struggled since Miami made 
him a No. 1 draft choice in 1984, finally had a 
sound year. After Hugh Green suffered a knee 
injury again, Mark Brown moved from the in- 
side to fill in adequately at right outside back- 
er. Rick Graf beat out Bob Brudzinski in the 
last month of the season to start. Graf is some- 
what stiff and unsure, but he is tough and 
could be used as an effective blitzer. What 
Shula needs, though, is a healthy Green. 

Punter Rick Roby and place-kicker Fuad 
Reveiz were injured last year, but both are 
expected to recover. Reveiz faces the most 
pressure, as he hasn't given Shula the consis- 
tency he expects. 


The draft also brought a candidate for the 
tight-end job, Ferrell Edmunds of Maryland, 
who needs some polishing; another huge of- 
fensive tackle in Oklahoma's Greg Johnson, 
Ohio State fullback George Cooper, and a 
quarterback project, Kerwin Bell of Florida 
Marino's backups are oldies: Don Strock and 
Ron Jaworski. The most interesting draft 
choice of all was a sixth-round pick, Miami 
fullback Melvin Bratton. Until he suffered a 
knee injury early in the Orange Bowl, Bratton 
was tabbed as one of the top dozen picks. He 
could spend a year on injured reserve, but the 
Dolphins may have stolen a future star. 


DOLPHINS VETERAN ROSTER 
9. name pos ht wt age college 
86. Barks Fed WA 5-10 100 25 Libeny 
‘34 Bennett Woody. FB 6-2 244 22. Miami 
75 Betlrs Doug... DE 67 265 22 Nevade-Reno 
47 Blackwood, Glenn S 60 190 3) Texas 
97 Bosa John DE 64 263.24 Boston College 
43, Brown, Bud S 60 194 27 Southem Miss 
51 Brown, Mark LB 62 235 27 Purdue 
36 Brown, Tom FB 6:1 218 24 Pitsbugh 
59 Brudzinsk Bo) LB 64 223 33 Ohio Sale 
83 Glaion, Mark... WR 5-9 175 27 Louisville 
%B Cine, Jackie NT 65 276 28 
67 Conlin, Chis OL 64 290. 23. Penn Sie 
0 FB 62 230 26 Lovisvite 
65 Delenbach, Jett OL 6-6 280 25 Wisconsin 
74 Dennis, Mark T 66 21 2 tims 
BS Duper, Mark... WR «5.9 187 29 NWLa. 
61 Foster Roy G 64 275 28 Souther Cal 
53. Frye, David 1B 62 27 27 Pudue 
79 Gesit, Jon T 65 265, 32. Michigan 
66 Gino, Jim G 65 275 26 OhidSwe 
58) Gra, Rick LB 65 239 25 Wrsconsin 
55. Green, Hugh LB 62 225 29 Pitsburgh 
71 Gruber. Bob T 65 280 30 Pitsburgh 
27 Hampton, Loren RB 6-0 203. 26 Florida 
84 Handy, Bre TE 65 234 32 Ancona Ste 
29 Hobly. Lior S60 199 25 Louisiana Site 
17 Jaworski, Ron OB 61195 37 Youngsionn Site 
38. Jenkins. DeShon S$ 6:1 198. 25 NWLa St 
411 Jensen, Jim WARE 64 215 30 Boston U. 
87 Johnson, Dan .TE 63 245 28. iowa Stale 
48 Judson, Wiliam... CB 62 190 29 SC. Site 
16 Karsaos.Jim OB 64 230 25 Ohio Sie 

Kehoe, Scot T 64 282 24 Winois 
54 Kolic Lary 1B 64 238 25 Ohio Sule 
69 Lambrecht Mike .NT 61 271. 25. St Cloud St 
44 Lankiord, Paul... CB 62 184 30 Penn Sale 
72. Lee, Ronnie T. 64 265. 32 Baylor 
99 Lil George DL 6-4 270 25 lowe 
43: Mating, Dan OB 64 214 27 Pitsburoh 
7B Majrone, Doug OL 65 269 24 Syracuse 
28 McNeal, Don. CB 5-11 192 30 Alara 
52 Noobs, Scot LB 63 225 28. Mami 
56 Ofletcahl John... LB 6-2 232 28 Weslem Michigan 
82 Pru, ames... WR 6-2 199. 2 Cal Fulton 
7 Reve, Fuad K 5-11 217 25 Temessee 
4. Roby, Reggie P G2 242 27 lowe 
81 Schwedes. Scot. WR 60 174 23S 
50 Shion Jacke. LB 6-2 236 25 Oho 
2 Smilh Mike CB 6-0 175 26 Texas Paso 
70 Sochia.Bran_..NT 63 274 27 NIW.Okia St 
57 Siephenson, Dwigh . C 6-2 258 $1 Atbara 
23 Stadio. Troy.....RB 59 191 24 Boston College 
10 Stock, Doo QB 65 225 38. Viyinia Tech 
24 Thompson, ©B 5-11 194 25, Baylor 
76 Toth, Tom G 65 275 26 Westem Michigan 
95 Tuner, Ts. OE 6-4 275 25 Houston 

D 

name pos wi college 
1 Kumecw Ele DE 66 249 Ohio Sate 
2 Willams, Jers S511 193. Florida 
3 Edmunds Ferrell... TE 65 243 Maryland 
4 Greg G 64 339. Oktona 
5 Thomas, Rodney... CB 5:10 197 Brigham Young 
6 Baton, Melvin 60 225 Mami 
5 Cooper. George «RB G-1 261 Ohio Sle 
Bell, Kexwin, OB 62 211 Florida 
8 Galbreah Harty 0G «6-1 277 Tennessee 
8 Cheek Lous......07 66 275 Teas ARM 
9. Cross, Jett DE 64 253 Missouri 
10. Jackson Artis NT 64 308 Teas Tech 
11 Keller Tom PB 61 230 Holy Cross 
42 Kinghen, Brian TE 62 21 
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I “BASEBALL LAND ieee yor Nae aor 
I '’” Formerly Opposite Yankee Stadium 1D_NCAA MESH CAP. ~$1000 
I Teams Wanted 

I (Se ining war SSOOR ATID) 
i NCAA T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS , 
I 50/50 Poly/cotton in {ull team colors! I 

shirts, $10. 

r 340 MAIN STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 See Henan Uilecuen Large OXLaroe | 
| PRO BASEBALL CAP $16.” 1 Sweatshirts, $21.95 each I 


| SANE EXACT CAP AS WORN BY THE PROS! Sizes: D Small Medium Large OXLarge 
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MLB BATTING PRACTICE JERSEYS O DUKE KENTUCKY NEBRASKA O PITTSBURGH 
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UCLA Dun 


NCAA JACKETS $79.*%:cn 


NCAA jackets by STARTER have quilted lining, 
stretch nylon knit collar, cuff and waist with team 
stripes and symbols featuring STARTER'S 
exclusive swiss embroidered lettering. 
Fully washable. Most colleges available. 
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Team Wanted 
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$21.25 cacy Pre-printed with a popular 


F COTTON FLANNEL OLD TEAM JERSEYS payers numba 
I $49.% ee cotton flannel, as worn in the 30's & 40's. Full button front. D ceLtics ‘D LAKERS: 0 76ers 


Sizes: Small Medium OLarge OXtarge (XXLarge $54.95) TROCKETS — OKNICKS a BULLS 
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NEW YORK JETS 
Leon Hess, the Jets’ owner, gave his coach, 
Joe Walton, an authentic vote of confidence 
after the 1987 season. The team was virtually 
fired and the coach retained. Joe Klecko, pi 
sibly the most illustrious defensive playel 


the history of the franchise, was released oll 


cause of medical reasons, but against his 
wishes. His leaving was rancorous and un- 
popular with the press and the Jet fans. Also 
jettisoned was center Joe Fields, once the 
spiritual leader of the offense. 

Freeman McNeil, the heart of the running 
game, has seen his best days. Russell Carter, 
once the Jets’ prize young defensive back. 
was offered in a trade to Indianapolis. The 
deal fell through when Carter flunked his 
physical. Mark Gastineau's notable feat of the 
last two seasons was to romance the former 
wife of actor Sylvester Stallone in the gossip 
columns. Gastineau, who was the most feared 
Pass rusher in the American Conference, is 
now a cartoon of himself on the field. 

The Jets are a team in trouble. Their final 
game against the Giants was a miniature of 
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their woes. They couldn't run the ball and they 
couldn't stop the run. They couldn't rush Phil 
Simms, the Giants’ passer, and they couldn't 
protect their own. The game was over in the 
second quarter when the Giants scored 17 
Points on their way to a 20-7 victory 

Will things change quickly? Not judging by 
the work of the Jet personnel department in 
the last few drafts. The organization's hopes 
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JETS VETERAN ROSTER 
no, name pos _hi_wt age_college 
60 Aisander Dan. OL 6-4 274 33 LSU 
7 Baldwin, Don... DE 6-3 263 24 Purdue 
95 Baldwin, Tom .....DT 6-4 270 27 Tulsa 
63. Banker, Ted OL 62 275 27 SEMissour 
31 Baber, Marion. FB 6:3. 228 29 Minesoa 
54 Benson, Toy... LB 6-2 235 25 Pitsburgh 
64 Bingtam Guy... OL 63 260 30 Monona 
23 Bigen, Demis... RB 5-11 215 26 SL Jo's 
27 Cates, Russell... CB 62 195 26 SMU 
59 Cliton Kyle... LB 64 296-26 TCU 
0 Grable, Bob (8 63 230 29 Nove Dane 
2 Dyes, Sean... CB 5:10. 170 24. Bowing Gren 
52 Elan, Onzy LB 62 225 24 Tennessee SL 
30 Fela Nau RB St 210 24 Hava 
Flick Tom 8 62 190 30 Washingon 
98 Foster Jetome. DL 62 275 28 Ohio Site 
99 Gaslncau, Mark,...0E 65 255 32 € Cental Oka 
35 Glam, Key... CB 59.175 26 Minesoa 
55. Goidon, Alek... LB 65 246 24 Cincnal 
81 Grigs, Bly ......TE 63 230 26 Virginia 
79 Haigh Mike. OL 6:4 270 26 lova 
38 Hamilon, Hary S60 195. 26 Penn Stale 
84 Hater, Micaal, .. WR 5:10. 180.27. Soubem Cal 
51. Hast Jim U8 6-3 236 32 Indiana (PA) 
34 Hetor,Joboay RB. 511 200 28. Teas ABM 
47 Hokmes, dry... CB 6-2 175 31 West Virginia 
28 Howard. Carl... DB 6:2 190 27 fulges 
48 Humpbery Bobby . 08 5-10. 180.27 New Mexio St 
89 Keer, Rody .....TE 63 230 23. Montana 
5 Leaty Pl K 60 198 37 Si Louis 
21 Leis Sid CB 5-11 180. 24 Pom Sale 
26 Lyles. Lestor S63 218 26 Viginia 
93 Lyons, Mary... .DL 65 269 31 Alana 
86 Marin, Troy... WR 63 205 24. Noth Dalla 
ST McArthur Kevin, LB 62 245 25. Lama 
68 Moti, Reggle,....T 66 275 2B. West Teas St 
24 MeNell Feeman ...AB 5:11 214 29 UCLA 
56 Meh, Lance... LB 63 233, 30 Penn Sie 
4 Merseteau, Scot..DE 6:3 278 23. S. Comectout 
36. Mano, Rich S$ 60 200 26 Hawaii 
$8 Monger. Malt. LB 6-1 238. 27 Okltoma SL 
77 Nichols, Goald OT 62 261 24 Flaca St 
7 OBien Ken... 0B 64 208 28 CakDais 
25 Radachowsly, George S. 5-11 190 26 Basin College 
92 os, Ken LB 6-1 215 27 Nevada-Las Vopas 
10 Ayan, Pal 08 63 210 33 Temessie 
82 Shuler Micey .. TE 63 231 32. Penn Sale 
87. Sofa, Kut WA 5-11 180 31. Fordham 
53 Sweeney, Jim... OL 6-4 275 26 Pitsburgh 
88 Toon, Al WR 64 205 25 Wisconsin 
83 Towns. lo... WR 59 180 28 UCLA 
43. Vick Roger FB 63. 232 24 Teas A&M 
85, Waber, Wesley... WR 6-0 182 33. Callomia 
38 Zovcich, Mike ......S S41 207 25 Penn Sale 

DRAFTEES 

(d_ name pos ht wt _ college 
1 Cacigan, David T 63 276 Soutien Cal 
2 Wiliams, Tory... CB 5-10 192 Belhune-Cookman 
3 Mel, Gk... 0B 6:2 199 Missouri 
3. Has, Janes S511 200 Washingon Se 
5 Withycombe, Mike. OT 6:5. 234 Fresno Sia 
6 Fase, Pol DT 65 262 Syanse 
T Paton, Gay... RB 58 185 Eastrn Michigan 
8 Neuter. Kei. TE 65. 240 Nebrasta 
9 Tamm, Raph... 0G 6-3 275 West Chester 
40 Boat, Joon DB 60 175 TCU 
11 Galvin John 1B 61 210 Boston Cotege 
12 Goss. Albert .....DT 67 385 eckson Stale 


now are with the passing of Ken O'Brien to 
wide receiver Al Toon and tight end Mickey 
Shuler and little else. 

O'Brien threw for 2,696 yards, 13 touch- 
downs, and just eight interceptions in 393 
passes. His 2.0 interception ratio was the low- 
est by any starter in the league. It is a decep- 
tive figure, however. O'Brien is faulted for 
hanging on to the ball far too long, rather than 
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taking necessary risks. The Jets allowed their 
quarterbacks to be sacked 66 times last sea- 
son. The AFC average was 35.5, O'Brien was 
blamed for a large number of those sacks, 
even though it is acknowledged that the Jets 
had offensive line difficulties. 

Toon led the AFC with 68 catches, five of 
which he turned into touchdowns. His per- 
catch average was 14.4 yards, all the more 
impressive since Wesley Walker missed the 
last seven games due to a shoulder injury and 
caught just nine passes all season. The best 
the Jets could come up with as a partner for 


Toon was journeyman Kurt Sohn. The de- 
fenses collapsed all over Toon. The Jets did 
not draft a wide receiver and there is no 
young, developing star on the roster. It would 
be folly to depend on a miracle comeback for 
Walker, who is 33, Shuler, the 11-year tight 
end, is no kid at 32, but he has been amazing- 
ly durable and last year caught 43 passes, 
O'Brien looks for him when he is in trouble. 

If the Jets took any steps to cure some of 
their ills, it was in the offensive line. The first- 
round draft choice was 280-pound Dave Ca- 
digan, the prototype Southern California line- 
man who should be able to walk into most NFL 
lineups and start. Certainly he will start for the 
Jets, freeing Jim Sweeney to return to his 
more natural position, center. Cadigan solves 
two miseries, since Sweeney, a mediocre 
tackle, is a far better center than the incum- 


bent, Guy Bingham. Cadigan, well-schooled 1968 SCHEDULE 1987 SCORES 
in pass blocking, dominated in college as a ——_—Seplanber 4. al New Engiana 20-42 
run blocker. Mike Haight, the disappointing Te lacane - § 
No. 1 draftee of two years ago, has been giv- 25 adel = 
en left guard. Veterans will fill the other posi- Odober._-—-2-_KANSAS CITY = 
tions, Reggie McElroy at right tackle and Dan 7 SOT ie 
Alexander at right guard. 2) al Ma ae 

The Jets may try to coax another year out of 30. PITTSBURGH S 
Freeman McNeil, who finished 14th inthe AFC November al indianapolis 06 
with 530 yards. That was good enough to lead ee ea en 
the team. It might be wiser to send Johnny 27 MAM (onarat 
Hector behind the realigned front. He had 11 December 4 al Kansas Gly 169 
touchdowns rushing, averaged 3.9 yards, and an Lene ad 


caught 32 passes. Roger Vick, last year's top 
draflee, was a disappointment mostly be- 


JETS 1987 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 

SCORING—Leahy, 85 points on 31 extra points and 18 field 

goals.71h 

RUSHING—MNeil, 530 yards on 121 carries, 44.avg. 14h 

PASSING—O'Brien, 234 of 393 atterps or 2,696 yards and 13. 

TOs, 8h 

RECEIVING—Toon, 68 receptions for 976 yards; 14.4 avg., 5 

TDs. 1st 

INTERCEPTIONS—Howard, 3 for 29 yards, 97 avg, 28th 
Hamilion, 3625 yards, 83avg, 30th 
Miano, 3for24 yards, 80 avg... 31st 

PUNTING—Jennings, 64 punls, 38.2 avg,, longest 58 

yards. 13th 

PUNT RETURNS —Townsel,32or3B1 yards, 114avg. . id 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Humphery. 18 for 357 yards. 198 avg 

vanes 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

‘August’ 6 al Philadelphia (N) 
13° at NY. Giants (N) 
38 Cleveland (at Montreal, Canada, N) 
27. v3. Green Bay (at Madison) 
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cause of his inability to pick up the cerebral 
aspect of the game. He didn't show much 
physically either, since his longest run was 14 
yards and he averaged just 3.3 per carry. 

As usual, place-kicker Pat Leahy was a big 
part of the New York offense. He missed only 
four of 22 field goals. Leahy enters his 15th 
season and timing remains his game. 

Remember the "New York Sack Ex- 
change?” It is in an extended bull market. 
Klecko is gone, defensive tackle Marty Lyons 


is all but gone, and Gastineau is just a memo- 
ry of his former self. The Jets had only 29 
sacks in 1987, five of those by rookie line- 
backer Alex Gordon. No defensive linemen 
were drafted. Barry Bennett, another vet on 
the line, was released during the offseason. 
Gerald Nichols, a rookie nose tackle, faded 
later in the season. Scott Mersereau, another 
first-year nose tackle, had a few moments. 
This is an emergency area for the Jets. 

The draft can cure only so many depart- 
ments at one time, and this time there was 
concentration on defensive backs to repair an 
‘extremely weak secondary. After the selection 
of Cadigan, the Jets picked Terry Williams of 
Bethune-Cookman, Eric McMillan of Missouri, 
and James Hasty of Washington State. Wil- 
liams didn't play a lot until his senior year, but 
he’s still good enough to be listed as a starting 
corner from day one. Hasty wasn't rated near- 
lyas high, but he doesn't have to be an all-pro 
to beat out the players the Jets have been 
using. McMillan, a safety, has impressive 
physical tools, but a number of scouts labeled 
him overrated. Even so, considering the Jets’ 
quandary, he, too, may be a starter. The best 
of the returnees are safeties Harry Hamilton 
and Lester Lyles, although Lyles is trying to 
recover from various injuries. Cornerback Ker- 
ty Glenn is attempting to come back from a 
serious knee injury. 

The most dependable defensive area is the 
linebacking, where Gordon, while not in the 
Cornelius Bennett-Shane Conlan-Brian Bos- 


worth class, made an impact for the Jets last 
year as a rookie. Walton needs a belated im- 
pact from pro sophomore Onzy Elam. Troy 
Benson and Kyle Clifton are journeyman in- 
side linebackers, Bob Crable a cut above that 
on the outside. Lance Mehl wil try to come 
back after another knee injury, but it's a sur- 
prise he wasn't let go along with Klecko. 

JoJo Townsell averaged 11.9 yards return- 
ing punts, including one for a 91-yard TD, The 
kickoff returns were nothing special and the 
Jets are in the market for a new punter, Dave 
Jennings having been dismissed, 
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A reporter for a Montreal newspaper flew 

to Toronto two days before the sched- 
uled opener of the 1987 Canadian Football 
League season between the Alouettes and 
Argonauts. Originally from Toronto, he decid- 
ed to spend some time visiting his family. Un- 
fortunately, the young scribe didn’t bother to 
turn on a radio or a television the next morn- 
ing. Nor had he informed his office of his 
whereabouts. Had he done so he would not 
have received the shock of his career when he 
arrived at Exhibition Stadium that afternoon to 
do an advance story of the next night's game. 

To his bewilderment he found the marquee 
atop the stadium reading: Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers vs. Toronto Argonauts, Thursday, 8 
P.M. He marched into the Argo offices and 
‘suggested to a member of the public relations 
department that, perhaps, someone had 
erred in putting up the sign: No mistake, he 
was told. The Alouettes had folded, literally, 
overnight. The league had hurriedly re- 
vamped its schedule, moving the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers to the Eastern Division and slot- 
ting them in place of the Alouettes for the Ar- 
gos’ season opener. 

And so, another chaotic CFL season got 
under way. However, as it has managed to do 
for the past several years, the league survived 
that crisis. It went on from that bizzare begin- 
ning to enjoy one of its most competitive and 
entertaining seasons, with teams averaging a 
fecord 53 points per game. To top it off, the 
Grey Cup game, played before a capacity 
house inside the B.C. Place dome, was a thrill- 
er with the Edmonton Eskimos scoring a 38— 
36 victory over the Argonauts. 

As the league prepared for the kickoff to its 
1988 season there were no hints of another 
Alouette situation in the offing. Both the Otta- 
wa Rough Riders and Saskatchewan Rough- 
riders (yes, the CFL has two teams with the 
same nickname) were rumored to be in seri- 
ous financial difficulty last year, but the two 
clubs were very much alive this spring. There 
was even talk—although it was no more than 
that—of a possible revival of the Montreal 
franchise next season. 

To try to prevent any other clubs from sink- 
ing into a quagmire of financial woes, the 
league took some drastic legislative steps 
during the past winter, While the eight remain- 
ing clubs seemed to be in position to see 
themselves through this season, plans had to 
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be put in place to ensure that their future 
would be stable. Since money seemed to be 
at the root of most of the CFL's evils, that's the 
area the league decided to attack 

“Staying within the means of the league is 
our biggest goal this season,” said commis- 
sioner Doug Mitchell, who is entering his final 
season at the CFL helm 

For years many of the teams had been like 
consumers on a shopping spree with unlimit- 
ed credit cards. Such mad behavior had to be 
controlled. And since some individual club 
operators, in their blind quest for on-field suc- 
cess, seemed unable to harness their shop- 


1987 CFL FINAL STANDINGS 


WESTERN DIVISION 


6 
Edmonton ier 
8 
2 


Toronto 23 ® Hamilton 13 
Edmonton 30 ® Calgary 16 
DIVISION FINALS 


Toronto 19 * Winnipeg 3 
Edmonton 31 British Columbia 7 
GREY CUP 
Edmonton 38 ® Toronto 36 


ping fever, the league passed legislation to 
put them on a leash. 

Under the new rules the teams are under a 
$3 million salary cap. Clubs must not exceed 
that sum for players’ and coaches’ salaries, 
signing bonuses, and training-camp and 
scouting expenses. To meet that ceiling, play- 
ers were being asked to take pay cuts of any- 
where from $10,000 to $100,000 so that the 
teams could meet the new requirements. Few 
balked, for it became obvious that non-com- 
Pliance could toll the death knell of the league. 
The ones that did were given their release. 
Economic reality had come to the CFL. Such 
operational costs as office expenditures, trav- 
el, public relations, etc, were not subject to 
limitations, but most CFL teams traditionally 
skimped in those areas anyway. 

“We just put in legislation restricting spend- 
ing in competitive areas,” said Mitchell 

The plight of the B.C. Lions, which came to 
light in March, showed just how badly some 


by RICK MATSUMOTO 


teams needed financial guidance. In 1987, 
the Lions realized $7 million in gross revenue. 
Yet they wound up declaring a $2.9 million 
loss and found themselves in the B.C. bank- 
ruptcy court seeking permission to carry out a 
Tefinancing scheme. The Lions, who have 
been one of the CFL's most successful teams 
in recent years, had budgeted for an average 
attendance of 46,000, based on the previous 
year's figures. However, they watched in hor- 
for as it dropped sharply to 36,000 last sea- 
son. That figure was still the league's highest 
average attendance, but the Lions also had 
the highest salary costs. This year the Lions 
have budgeted for 35,000 fans a game and 
they did away with their training camp facili- 
ties in Kelowna, a picturesque town in the B.C. 
interior, choosing instead to hold camp at the 
University of British Columbia in Vancouver. 
The Ottawa Rough Riders were another or- 
ganization which brought forth a budget more 
in line with realistic attendance expectations. 
Last year, the Riders budgeted for an average 
attendance of 27,000. They missed that target 
by a whopping 9.000 fans per game. This year 
the club has set its sights on 17,000. Early 
season-ticket sales indicated they'll probably 
equal and perhaps even exceed last year's 
average. If that happens then the Riders will 
give themselves a little breathing room. One 
advantage the Riders have going for them is 
that the Grey Cup game will be played in Otta- 
wa this November for the first time since 1967, 
Canada's centennial year. A large incentive to 
purchase season tickets is that those people 
will retain the same seats for the Grey Cup. 
Filling cold, empty stadium seats with 
warm, enthusiastic bodies has been a priority 
with Mitchell ever since he succeeded Jake 
Gaudaur four years ago. While he realized 
that aggressive marketing techniques were 
required to sell the league to doubting fans, 
Mitchell also understands the importance of 
television. When he came to office, the league 
was in the final year of a three-year TV con- 
tract which netted it $33 million. Split nine 
ways, the TV money meant a healthy income 
of $1.3 million per club per year above gate 
and merchandising receipts. But that revenue 
source dried up after the 1986 season as Car- 
ling-O'Keefe Brewery, which had owned the 
television rights, declined to stay on as the 
sponsors. It had outbid its competitors for the 
rights in 1983, during a period of fierce com- 
petition between Canada’s major breweries. 
However, as the “war" ended and O'Keefe 
dropped to third place among the three major 
breweries, it decided its promotional money 
should be spent in other areas besides a 
floundering football league. Faced witha ma- 
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jor loss of revenue, the CFL established its 
‘own network of independent stations which 
shared telecasts with the government-owned 
CBC. That arrangement produced a net return 
of $450,000 per team last year and Mitchell is 
confident of a 20-25 percent increase. 

“In two years we should be up to a level 
where teams are realizing $600,000 to 
$700,000 per season,” he said. 

While that's still half of what it was earning 
from television two years ago, Mitchell sees it 
as a more realistic figure. And reality is some- 
thing the teams must learn to live with if the 
CFLis to survive. 


TORONTO ARGONAUTS 
(11-6-1) The outlook for 1988 looks a lot rosier 
for the Argonauts than it did at the start of the 
last season. But then nothing is ever what you 
expect with the unpredictable Boatmen. 

Last year, for example, was supposed to be 
a rebuilding effort. After all, they had done a 
major house cleaning in the offseason, releas- 
ing veteran quarterback Condredge Holloway 
(Tennessee) and defensive back Darrell Wil- 
son, sending running back Cedric Minter 
(Boise State) to Ottawa, and allowing corner- 
back Carl Brazley and middle linebacker Da- 
vid Marshall to drift away to tryouts in the NFL. 
‘On top of that, they found themselves without 
a first-string quarterback when J.C. Watts 
(Oklahoma) retired unexpectedly. No one ex- 
pected the Argos to do much better than third 
in the East. Yet they went to the Grey Cup 
game, where they lost, 38-36, to the Eskimos, 
On the strength of that finish, the Argos should 
win the Eastern title again this year. We'll see 

There were several reasons for their suc- 
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cess last year. One was the acauisition of run- 
ning back Gill Fenerty, a star at Holy Cross 
who had gone to play in the Italian League. He 
looked promising enough in training camp 
that the Argos decided to trade Minter to Otta- 
wa. But an early-season ankle injury ham- 
pered him, and it wasn't until the second half 
rolled around that he began to live up to his 
billing as “Gill the Thrill.” By season's end he 
had scored 15 touchdowns, finished second 
in rushing, and accounted for a third of the 
Argos’ offense with 1,335 combined yards. He 
was an easy choice as Rookie of the Year. 
Minter's departure also brought them quar- 
terback Gilbert Renfroe (Tennessee State). 
For some reason (some suspect salary) the 
quarterback-poor Riders decided he was the 
most expendable of their young crop of piv- 
ots. It's a decision they may regret for years to 
come. Renfroe took over the No. 1 job from 
rookie John Congemi (Pittsburgh), and while 
he missed a good part of the season with a 
knee injury, he returned to guide the team 
down the stretch. He'll go into this season as 
the starter, while Congemi and veteran Dan 
Barrett (Cincinnati) battle for the backup role. 
The Argos will be looking for more produc- 
tion from their wide receivers to take some of 
the heat Fenerty is sure to feel this year. Slot- 
back Darrell Smith (Ohio Central) was their 
top receiver with 79 catches for 1,392 yards. 
However, head coach Bob O'Billovich, who 
won his second Coach of the Year honors, will 
be seeking similar numbers from at least one 
of his wide receivers. Ken Joiner (Kentucky 
State) got off to a good start before a knee 
injury curtailed his activity. O'Billovich is hop- 
ing Gene Thomas (Pacific), James Noble 
(Stephen F. Austin), or Monty Sharpe (Geor- 


gia Souther) can give them the deep threat 
they haven't had since Terry Greer left to try 
his luck in the NFL. 

Defensively, the Argos were happy to wel- 
come back Carl Braziey (Western Kentucky), 
who failed to catch on with an NFL team. He'll 
likely replace Darnell Clash (Wyoming) at cor- 
nerback. Clash just hasn't been able to return 
to his pre-knee-injury form. The defense in- 
creased its sack total from 43 in '86 to 64 last 
year. Much of that improvement came about 
through the additions of nose tackle Jerald 
Baylis (Southern Mississippi) and middle line- 
backer Doug Landry (Louisiana Tech), Landry 
teamed with outside linebackers Willie Pless 
(Kansas) and Don Moen (UBC) to form one of 
the best units in the league. 

The duo of punter Hank llesic and place- 
kicker Lance Chomyc gives them a strong 
kicking game. 


WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS 
(12-6) To no one's surprise the Blue Bombers 
finished first after being displaced to the 
weaker Eastern Division when the Montreal 
Alouettes folded without notice on the eve of 
the 1987 season. But their hopes of gaining a 
berth in the Grey Cup were dashed when they 
were upset by Toronto in the division finals. 

As they head into year two in the East, the 
Bombers are no longer the favorites to finish 
on top. That honor now belongs to the Argo- 
nauts after the Bombers were hit with the dev- 
astating news that veteran quarterback Tom 
Clements (Notre Dame) had decided to retire 
to pursue his law career. The No. 1 quarter- 
back job falls, at least temporarily, to second- 
year man Tom Muecke (Baylor), and that’s not 
a situation the Bombers relish. Without Cle- 
ments, the attack is substantially weakened. 

Still, their receiving corps is the envy of the 
other eight clubs: wideouts Jeff Boyd (Cal- 
Fullerton) and James Murphy (Utah State) and 
slotback Perry Tuttle (Clemson). The Bombers 
acquiesced to slotback/tight end Nick Arak- 
gi’s request to be traded to a club (Ottawa) 
closer to his Montreal home, so his spot will 
likely go to Randy Fabi 

Willard Reaves (Northern Arizona) will con- 
tinue to provide Winnipeg with the CFL's best 
running game. No one else came close to the 
1,471 yards he rushed for last season. The 
offensive line is aging and both Nick Bastaja 
and Richard Nemeth are coming off major 
knee surgery. 

The Bombers went into training camp un- 
certain about the return of three of their main- 
stays on defense: cornerback Roy Bennett 
(Jackson State), linebacker Tyrone Jones 
(Southern), and homebrew rover Scott Flagel 
(Arizona Western). Bennett and Jones (for the 
second time) were auditioning with NFL clubs, 
while Flagel appeared set to sign with the Cal- 
gary Stampeders after playing out his option 
Losing all three could punch a considerable 
hole in the Bomber defense. 

Otherwise, the Bombers are high on rookie 
Roderick Calloway (Bishop's College), who is 
tabbed as the likely successor to Jones at 
outside linebacker. The rest of the four-man 
linebacking crew—James West (Texas South- 
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em), Darrell Patterson (Texas Christian), and 
Delbert Fowler (West. Virginia)—is. experi- 
enced and talented. If Bennett does catch on 
with an NFL team, then Ken Pettway (Califor- 
nia) will likely move from halfback to the cor- 
ner. However, Bennie Thompson (Grambling) 
is still in the running and the Bombers did sign 
a couple of other cornerback candidates in 
the offseason. Bilal Milak, who was a player/ 
coach at Alkorn State last year, impressed the 
coaches at a free-agent camp to obtain a con- 
tract, as did Duane Drisdon (Florida A & M). 
Canadian Darrell Sampson could move into 
Pettway's halfback spot, opening up an im- 
portant position elsewhere on the roster— 
possibly at siotback, 

Winnipeg has always had one of the CFL's 
better kicking tandems in punter Bob Camer- 
onand place-kicker Trevor Kennerd. But Ken- 
nerd, the smallest man in the league at 5-foot- 
6, faltered last season and he could get a 
strong challenge from rookie Rob Deluca. 


HAMILTON TIGER-CATS 

(7-11) Age, it seems, has caught up with the 
Ticats. Just a year after shocking CFL fans 
with an upset victory over Winnipeg in the 
1986 Grey Cup classic, the Ticats stumbled to 
a sub-.500 season, as head coach Al Bruno 
remained loyal to his veterans. That decision, 
however, cost the Ticats Selwyn Drain, Doug 
Landry, and Dan Sellers, all of whom wound 
up playing vital roles in the success of their 
arch-rivals, the Argonauts. 

The Ticats’ third-place finish and quick exit 
from the playoffs sent a signal to general man- 
ager Joe Zuger and personnel director Mike 
McCarthy that they had to start moving out 
some of the veterans. Gone are linebacker 
Ben Zambiasi, kicker Bernie Ruoff, offensive 
tackle John Malinosky, linebacker Leo Ezer- 
ins, and defensive back Mark Streeter. Those 


departures might be only the beginning of the 
exodus, especially if the Ticats should get off 
to a bad start this season. 

Replacing declining veterans is one thing 
Finding adequate replacements is another 
Zuger and McCarthy feel they have located 
some potentially excellent talent in running 
backs Melvin Collins (Texas A&M) and Martin 
Sartin (Cal-Long Beach), who filled in with the 
San Diego Chargers during the NFL strike; 
receivers Jason Stargel (Cincinnati), Greg An- 
derson (Alabama State), and Rich Estell (Kan- 
sas), and Canadian defensive tackle Tim Lo- 
renz (Cal State-Santa Barbara), 

Still, they will have to show they can get the 
job done better than someone like Steve Sta- 
pler, who at 29 last season caught 85 passes 
for 1,516 yards (second highest in the league) 
and 13 touchdowns. Others who will have to 
prove they can do the job, particularly with 
Consistency, are the three returning quarter- 
backs. Ken Hobart (Idaho), a rookie sensation 
in '85, Mike Kerrigan (Northwestern), the hero 
of the '86 Grey Cup, and Tom Porras, who 
looked good at times last season, have all had 
their moments. One of them must step forward 
to prove he can shine all season 

Defensively, Ken Ford (Texas A&M) will get 
achance to fill Zambiasi's large shoes at mid- 
dle linebacker. In the secondary, third-year 
man Jim Rockford (Oklahoma) seems ready 
to become a permanent fixture. Lorenz, 22, 
could move into the defensive line alongside 
Grover Covington (Johnson C. Smith), 32, 
Mike Walker (Washington State), 30, and Rod 


Skillman (Missouri), 28. Rome! Andrews (Ten- 
nessee-Martin) is a question mark after suffer- 
ing a knee injury late last season. 

Derek Noble and Lee Knight will take over 
the kicking and punting duties, which were 
Ruoff's private domain for what seemed like 
forever. But then, perhaps, too many of the 
Ticats were around forever. 


OTTAWA ROUGH RIDERS 

(3-15) The Eastern Riders have to win. It's as 
simple as that. They averaged a surprising 
18,000 fans last season while running up one 
of the worst records in CFL history. The error 
which the Rider brass made was one of over- 
optimism. They budgeted for 27,000 and 
found themselves in dire straits when they fell 
9,000 customers per game short. 

This year they've taken a more realistic ap- 
proach, targeting themselves for 17,000. 
They'll reach that figure and more if they can 
muster something—anything—better than 
three victories in 18 outings. The main reason 
the Riders fared so poorly last year was a 
porous defense that gave up 598 points. 
Compare that with the 307 points given up by 
the B.C. Lions, the league's stingiest defense. 

With those numbers staring at him, coach 
Fred Glick faces a formidable rebuilding job, 
one in which he intends to spend more time 
personally this season. He's also hired former 
Calgary head coach Ardell Weigandt, who 
Spent a couple of seasons as an assistant 
coach with the Buffalo Bills. With Loyd Lewis 
(Texas A&l) making noises about trying his 
luck in the NFL, and Canadian Michel Bour- 
geau (Boise State) talking retirement, Glick 
approached training camp with only a couple 
of proven veterans—eight-year starter Greg 
Marshall (Oregon State) and linebacker An- 
thony Woodson (Hawaii) —as cornerstones for 
a newly constructed defense. Cornerbacks 
Rod Brown (Oklahoma State) and Tommie 
Williams (Texas A&l) were both rookies last 
season. A year's experience should help both. 

Offensively, the Riders are gambiing on a 
couple of high-profile individuals who were 
once No. 1 NFL draft picks. Quarterback Art 
Schlichter, who gained more publicity for his 
gambling exploits than for his on-field accom- 
plishments with the Baltimore Colts, has been 
given another chance by the Riders. And the 
former Ohio State star will be pitching the foot- 
ball to wide receiver Anthony Hancock, a for- 
mer first-round pick of the Kansas City Chiefs. 
Can Schlichter, who filed for bankruptcy this 
spring with debts of $1 million, rebound from 
several years of relative non-activity? And just 
how much Hancock, a former world-class hur- 
dler, has lost of his blazing speed is also a 
question mark 

One player the Riders can be sure of is 
Canadian tight end Nick Aragki. The onetime 
Montreal Alouette, who went to Winnipeg last 
season in the dispersal draft, was obtained by 
Ottawa after he sought a trade that would 
bring him closer to his Montreal home. Be- 
sides providing a threat as an inside receiver, 
Aragki's blocking should improve the Riders’ 
running game. 

Cedric Minter (Boise State) will handle the 
ball-carrying duties unless rookie Orville Lee, 
a Canadian who was the No. 1 player chosen 
in the college draft, can step into a starting 
job. If Schlichter shows he can't do the job, 
then the signal-calling duties will fall to Todd 
Dillon (Long Beach) or Jeff Wickersham (Loui- 
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siana State). The Riders have also signed 
Brigham Young rookie Bob Jensen 

The Riders lost an offensive threat when 
Dean Dorsey, one of the league's most con- 
sistent kickers, signed with the Philadelphia 
Eagles. But veteran Ken Clark, who played in 
the Super Bowl with the Los Angeles Rams, 
will be back to do the punting. 


WESTERN DIVISION 
EDMONTON ESKIMOS 


(11-7) The Eskimos always seem to be pre- 
pared. Perhaps that's why they've won the 
Grey Cup as often as they have over the past 
dozen seasons. Consider their most recent 
plight and their reactions. 

The first blow came when all-Canadian de- 
fensive end Stewart Hill (Washington) played 
out his option and headed for the NFL. Gener- 
al manager Hugh Campbell, the former Hous- 
ton Oilers coach who returned to Edmonton 
last season, was prepared. He brought in Bri- 
an Warren (Arizona) last year and coach Joe 
Faragalli used him as an outside linebacker. 
This year Warren will be given a chance to fill 
Hill's old position, And just in case Warren 
proves to be a better linebacker than a defen- 
sive end, Campbell signed four other end 
candidates: Howard Wade (Stephen F. Aus- 
tin), Tom Moskal (Eastern Illinois), Alex Carter 
(Tennessee State), and Rayotis Perkins (Vir- 
Ginia). Carter and Perkins have NFL experi- 
ence, having played for the Cleveland Browns 
and the Dallas Cowboys, respectively, during 
last year's strike. At least one of that group will 
likely make the team as a replacement for the 
Eskimos’ other defensive end, Tom Tuinei 
(Hawaii), who has retired. 

While Hill's departure came as no surprise, 
quarterback Matt Dunigan's (Louisiana Tech) 
announcement that he wanted to follow in the 
shoes of Bo Jackson caught the Eskies off 
guard. With bat and glove in hand the five- 
year veteran, who had succeeded Warren 
Moon as the Edmonton quarterback, trundled 
Off to the training camp of the Montreal Expos. 
But Dunigan’s baseball career lasted only five 
weeks, and he promptly returned to Edmon- 
ton. The Eskies wouldn't have been caught 
short had he made it. Damon Allen (Cal-Fuller- 
ton) had filled in for Dunigan off and on for the 
past three seasons. In fact, there were sug- 
gestions that Dunigan might be traded to 
make room for Allen, the younger brother of 
Los Angeles Raiders’ running back Marcus 
Allen, as the starter. The Eskimos have a third 
quarterback in the wings in Tracy Ham (Geor- 
gia Southern). 

The Eskimos also lost defensive tackle Dan 
Mandarich (Kent State), who decided he 
wanted to give the NFL a shot. They wasted 
no time in replacing him by sending veteran 
offensive lineman Leo Blanchard to the Lions 
in exchange for import defensive tackle Brent 
“the Toaster" Williams (Austin Peay). The Es- 
kimos did suffer one unexpected setback 
when wide receiver Brian Kelly (Washington 
State), the CFL's all-time reception leader, 
with 97 touchdowns and 11,169 yards, retired 
in early April. Henry “Gizmo” Williams (East 
Carolina), who was the talk of the CFL with his 
sensational punt returns, could get an oppor- 
tunity to step into Kelly's spot. That's provided 
Faragalli feels he can afford to take the risk of 
not having the Gizmo at his well-rested best to 
run back punts. Last season, Williams re- 
turned 80 punts an average of 11.9 yards. 
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The backfielders are of such quality that 
four Canadians will handle the positions. The 
Eskimos weren't even expected to bring an 
import to camp. The line is getting older but 
better. Veteran import Rudy Phillips (North 
Texas State), a former Schenley winner, will 
move from tackle to guard to fill the hole creat- 
ed by the trade of Blanchard, 

Defensively, behind the revamped front, the 
linebackers led by eight-year veteran Dan 
Bass (Michigan State) are tough and mobile. 
The secondary of Steve Benjamin (Northridge 
State) and Stanley Blair (Southeast Oklaho- 
ma) on the corners, Ron Howard (Tennessee) 
and Don Wilson (North Carolina State) at safe- 
ties, and Canadian Junior Robinson at rover is 
as strong as any in the league 


‘AMPEDERS 

(10-8) The Stampeders have to do a Ben 
Johnson imitation this season and burst out of 
the starting blocks. They won't stand a 
chance either on the field or at the turnstiles if 
they don't get off to a fast start 

Last year, the Stamps got off to a horren- 
dous 1-6 beginning. That caused attendance 
figures to take a plunge and cost coach Bob 
Vespaziani his job. Actually, the Stampeders 
had won their second game when Vespaziani 
was given the boot. At the conclusion of a last- 
minute, 29-28 victory over the Ottawa Rough 
Riders, the Stampeders presented assistant 
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coach Lary Kuharich with the game ball. That 
told general manager Jim Silye all he had to 
know about Vespaziani's relationship with his 
players. He gave Vespaziani the hook and 
turned the reins over to Kuharich. The move 
proved to be the right one as the Stampeders 
posted a 6-2 record the rest of the way 

Even with the support of his players, Kuhar- 
ich is not going to find the task of moving the 
Stampeders into serious contention for the 
West Division title unless quarterbacks Rick 
Worman (Eastern Washington) and Rich 
Johnston (Eastern illinois) prove they have 
overcome the serious injuries they suffered 
last season. Worman, who took over after 
Johnson suffered a pinched nerve in his 
shoulder, suffered a fractured fibula and a 
broken ankle in a late-season mishap. As late 
as March he was reported still far from fully 
recovered. Johnson, on the other hand, has 
fecuperated, and the chore facing him was to 
return to his 1986 form. 


Whichever quarterback is calling the Stam- 
peders signals this season will have a solid 
offense with which to work. Running back 
Gary Allen (Hawaii) proved to be one of the 
CFL's best ball-carriers, picking up 857 yards 
Slotback Emanuel Tolbert (Southern Method- 
ist) is a valuable receiver, while Larry Willis 
(Fresno State) provides a deep threat. 

Defensively, the front four, led by veteran 
Vince Goldsmith (Oregon State) and tackle 
Harold Hallman (Auburn), is small, quick, and 
aggressive. The Stamps are looking to sec- 
ond-year man Kent Warnock to step into the 
tight defensive-end spot ahead of Eugene 
Belliveau. The secondary is strong and expe- 
rienced with Ron Hopkins (Murray State), Ri- 
chie Hall (Colorado State), and Larry Hogue 
(Utah State). It was strengthened even further 
when the Stamps signed rover Scott Flagel, 
who played out his option with Winnipeg 

While the Stampeders were attempting to 
get straightened out on the field, their front 
Office erupted in chaos in late March. Jim Si- 
lye, the community-owned club's volunteer 
president and a former player, resigned after 
a squabble with the new board chairman, Bill 
McKay. The latter publicly blamed Silye for 
the Stamps’ $750,000 loss last year. The dis- 
tuptive infighting finally ended when Normie 
Kwong, the Hall of Famer who was born in 
Calgary but reached stardom as the hard-run- 
ning fullback of the Edmonton Eskimos of the 
1950s known as the “China Clipper,” agreed 
to take over as president in mid-April, a scant 
two months before the club was due to go to 
training camp. Kwong, who is a part owner 
and board member of hockey's Calgary 
Flames, said he hoped to bring his experi- 
ence as an executive in that sport to running 
the Stamps. 

He'll need that and more if he is to sail a 
steady course through the troubled waters of 
Calgary's football scene. 


SASKATCHEWAN 
ROUGHRIDERS 


(5-12-1) There was a minor rebellion in Sas- 
katchewan a couple of seasons ago when the 
Roughies missed the playoffs for the 10th 
straight year. Fans, who had long been de- 
scribed as the most loyal supporters in the 
land, said enough is enough and turned their 
backs on their beloved ‘Riders. 

Well, as season-ticket sales plummeted 
and costs rose, the Roughriders found them- 
selves in a Catch-22 situation. They came 
close to closing down one of the proudest 
franchises in professional sports. Only some 
fine maneuvering by newly installed general 
manager Bill Baker, a former CFL player, kept 
the Riders from going under. He began to trim 
salaries before the rest of the league thought 
of it and made moves which convinced the 
fans there was a genuine rebuilding program. 

Apparently the fans believe in Baker. Or 
else they've come to the realization that there 
is, indeed, nothing else to do in Saskatche- 
wan except go out and watch the Roughrid- 
ers. Whatever the reason, fan support im- 
proved last season despite the fact the Riders 
missed the playoffs once again. Now all they 
have to do to keep the fans coming back is 
win. The Riders are showing signs of improve- 
ment. And with management problems in Cal- 
gary and the Lions losing several of their top 
players, this might just be the year the Riders 
finally end their playoff drought 
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Quarterbacking, which has been the team's 
biggest problem since Ron Lancaster retired 
more than a decade ago, remains the team's 
Achilles’ heel, Tom Burgess (Colgate) will 
start the season as No. 1, but Jeff Bentrim 
(North Dakota State) and Kent Austin (Missis- 
sippi), who joined the Riders late last year af- 
tera brief fling with the St. Louis Cardinals, will 
provide competition. Sources say the Riders 
made overtures to the Eskimos for the rights to 
Matt Dunigan, just in case he failed in his bid 
for a baseball career. But the Eskimos won't 
let him get away until they're satisfied their 
own situation is stable. And if they do decide 
to give up Dunigan, then it's going to cost the 
Riders a handsome price 

The Riders have improved their receiving 
corps with Ray McDonald (Florida), a late NFL 
cut last year, joining Donald Narcisse (Texas 
Southern) as the wideouts. Canadian Ray 
Elgaard (Utah) continues to be one of the 
finest homebrew inside receivers. The Riders 
could go to an all-Canadian backfield, which 
would leave import running back Tim McCray 
(Tulane) out of work, 

Defensively, the Riders are thin on Canadi- 
an talent among the front four following the 
retirement of Nick Hebeler, Controversial 
James Curry (Nevada-Reno) and Bobby Jura- 
sin (Northern Michigan) can cause a lot of 
headaches for opposing quarterbacks. The 
linebacking corps led by Eddie Lowe (Ala- 
bama) is solid, as is the secondary, where 
only Norris Gibb's (Southern) knee injury is of 
some concern 

Dave Ridgway will continue to provide the 
Riders with a strong kicking game. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA LIONS 

(12-6) The Lions made a bold move last fall 
when they fired head coach Don Matthews 
with four games remaining in the schedule 
Matthews had guided the Lions to the Grey 
Cup just two years earlier and the club had 
been strong contenders in each of the four 
seasons he was at the helm. But after three 
straight mid-season losses, general manager 
Joe Galat made his move in hopes of salvag- 
ing the season. The Lions responded by win- 
ning their final four games of the regular sea- 
son and edging out the Edmonton Eskimos for 
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first place. The bubble burst, however, when 
the Lions were beaten by the Eskimos in the 
Western Division finals. 

Coach Larry Donovan, who replaced Mat- 
thews, will face a formidable task in trying to 
finish on top of the division again. Quarter- 
back Roy DeWalt (Texas-Arlington), who, like 
many high-priced players in the CFL, was 
asked to take a substantial cut from his report- 
ed salary of $280,000, has taken the club to 
court over the alleged non-payment of a 
$50,000 signing bonus. If the matter can be 
settled amicably, DeWalt could conceivably 
return to the Lions, But he's been seeking em- 
ployment in the NFL, and the consensus is 
that he won't be back. 

That leaves Donovan with aging Toronto 
Argo castoff Condredge Holloway (Tenessee) 
as his No. 1 pivot. Holloway was named the 
CFL's outstanding player five years ago, but 
age (34) and a series of injuries have reduced 
the mobility which made him so effective. 
They were also negotiating with University of 
Minnesota quarterback Rickey Foggie, but 
even if they were to sign him, he'd be a ever- 
so-green rookie. Other quarterbacks under 
contract include former Montreal Alouettes 


JAMES PARKER 
British Columbia 


Brian Ransom and Mark Stevens. 

The Lions’ once-vaunted offense has lost 
much of its power. They are especially weak 
at running back, where Ray Strong and Kevin 
Dixon are the incumbents, Jim Sandusky (San 
Diego State) can still provide excitement at 
one wide-receiver position, but the club still 
hasn't recovered from the defection of Mervyn 
Fernandez to the NFL. 

Defensively, the Lions remain tough. The 
line will welcome back James "Quick" Parker 
(Wake Forest), who missed all of last season 
with a knee injury, and Gregg Stumon (South- 
ern Arkansas) at the ends, with Walter Ballard 
(Texas El Paso) moving to tackle. The other 
tackle position became wide open when Brent 
“the Toaster” Williams was dealt to the Eski- 
mos in the offseason for Canadian offensive 
lineman Leo Blanchard. The linebacking 
corps is aging and the loss of rover Nelson 
Martin will weaken the secondary, 

‘Another major loss for Donovan will be that 
of Lui Passaglia, one of the CFL's finest punt- 
ers and place-kickers. The veteran balked at 
a pay cut and was seeking work in the NFL. 
The departure of Passaglia and DeWalt might 
be too much for the Lions to overcome. 


MOONSTRUCK 
IN HOUSTON 


continued from page 90 
the NFL with 1,922 combined yards. With run- 
ning back Mike Rozier rushing to the Pro Bow! 
with 957 yards, the Oilers’ offense finally was a 
force with which to contend 

“The basic thing | got out of last year,” 
Moon admitted, “was confidence and asser- 
tiveness. | believed more in the offense. In the 
Past, | was never able to completely grasp 
what we were doing offensively because we 
were always changing philosophies. Keeping 
the same philosophy and just adding to it last 
year helped me a lot.” 

It was obvious to everyone. “The biggest 
change in him last year was his confidence, " 
Jones agreed. “That comes with success, 
and he had a lot of success last year. He did 
all the things winning quarterbacks do. He 
has a system he can excel in now and it is 
giving him the opportunity to show more what 
he can do. When he got some success, it just 
snowballed. Once he started throwing some 
big passes to win games, then his team, the 
fans, and the whole city began to have a dif- 
ferent fee| about the guy. Everyone believes in 
him now." 

Including Glanville, who said, “Warren just 
keeps getting better and better. He was the 
key to us climbing out of that [losing] hole. 
Down the stretch, he was really something. 


The biggest change in him was his competi- 
tive spirit. He just would never give up and 
that affected the whole team. He's at least 
twice the leader now than he was before.” 

That leadership helped the Oilers finish 9-6 
and go to the playoffs for the first time since 
1980. They beat Seattle, 23-20, in overtime of 
their first game, then lost at Denver, 34—10. 
For the youngest team in the NFL (average 
age 25.7 years), it was a tremendous boost for 
morale after six straight losing seasons. 

“We got a lot out of last year,” center Jay 
Pennison said. "Every game we won gave us 
a little more confidence and assurance that 
we were for real. | was in training camp with 
the Redskins the year after they won the 
[1983] Super Bowl. They had such confi- 
dence, they thought they would win every time 
out. The thing that stuck out to me my first 
couple of years here was that we were so 
young, we didn't know for sure if we could win, 
The year before, Warren had been kind of a 
silent leader, but last year he really took 
charge. When guys would mess up, he'd step 
in the huddle and say it. And everyone lis- 
tened. It made a big difference. We began to 
really believe in him.” 

Moon, who won a Rose Bow! championship 
in college at Washington and five Canadian 
Football League Grey Cups in six years at 
Edmonton, has only one goal left. At 31, he 


has his eyes set on the Super Bow! 

“That would have to be our biggest team 
goal this time," Moon said. “That's pretty 
much all there is left for me to accomplish. | 
don't worry about the all-pro and individual 
awards. That will come with the success. | just 
want to go to the Super Bowl, and | think we 
have the team that can doit.” 

Glanville, of course, isn’t so brash. But he 
knows this team can no longer be kept under 
wraps. He believes that is a tribute to its matu- 
rity. “| think the key to us last year was that we 
had enough confidence,” he said. “Having 
those two losses at midseason by big scores 
[40-7 to the Browns and 51-27 to the Colts] 
and coming back and winning three of our last 
four to make the playoffs right after that was 
the best thing that happened to us.” 

It didn't hurt for this young team to taste 
success in the playoffs either. “I think when 
you win a playoff game, it gives you a mental 
edge you can't explain," Glanville said. "It's 
something very few of our players knew 
about, and that was very good for us.” 

Glanville also points to the maturation of his 
million-dollar offensive line, that aggregation 
of first- and second-round picks like Mike 
Munchak, Bruce Matthews, and Dean Stein- 
kuhler that has been predicted for stardom for 
the last four years. Under new coach Kim Hel- 
ton, the line was more aggressive and immi- 
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nently more successful last season. “The of- 
fensive line was the best since I've been 
here," Glanville said. 

The wide receivers were another obvious 
strength, and Glanville expects them to be 
even better this season with the continued im- 
provement of Haywood Jeffires, a first-round- 
er last year who didn't live up to expectations 
(7 catches for 89 yards), and surprise rookie 
Duncan, who did more than expected (13 for 
237). At tight end, Jamie Williams “gives us 
exactly what we want,” Glanville said. “His 
strengths are that he’s a good blocker and an 
in-close receiver. That's what we want out of 
our tight end.” 

With Rozier, the Oilers have late-bloomer 
Alonzo Highsmith, who showed flashes of his 
first-round brilliance in the playoffs. Highsmith 
has undergone arthroscopic surgery on his 
knee twice during the offseason, but is ex- 
pected to be in good condition for 1988. And 
in this year's draft, they picked up Michigan 
State's Lorenzo White in the first round, so 
tunning back should be another strength. 

The big news on the Oilers’ defense was an 
acquisition made just before the draft. They 
traded their No. 9 pick in the first round for 
Raiders’ defensive end Sean Jones, who had 
led the AFC in sacks in 1986 with 15%. Under 
Glanville's tutelage the last four seasons, the 
defense has steadily improved. In 1985, it 


ranked 27th in the league. It jumped to 13th 
the next year. That slipped to 17th last year 
when many opponents went to the air in al- 
tempts to come from behind. An imposing 
pass rusher would have made a big differ- 
ence, since the team's leading sackers were a 
couple of linebackers (Robert Lyles and John- 
ny Meads), with five each 

Jones had an offseason last year with only 
six sacks. "The strike messed me up,” he 
said. “I'm the kind of player who has to play 
every day. | was very disappointed with last 
year and I'm glad to be coming here to Hous- 
ton." The Oilers were more than glad when the 
Raiders made Jones available. "He is a better 
player," GM Ladd Herzeg said, "than any de- 
fensive lineman in the draft." 

Now the Oilers may not have to play such a 
gambling, blitzing defense. That should help 
cornerbacks Steve Brown and Patrick Allen, 
who many think could be among the league's 
best with more help up front. It could turn into 
an all-star secondary with Pro Bowl strong 
safety Keith Bostic, who tied for the AFC lead 
with six interceptions last year. Free safety 
Jeff Donaldson had four. 

Glanville believes the statistical slip of the 
defense was caused by a rash of major inju- 
ries. "Our defense was kind of like our offen- 
sive line had been in the past with all the inju- 
ries,” he said. "It caused us to lose continuity. 


We just need to get back and get healthy.” 

One who wasn't healthy much of the year 
was end Ray Childress, another former first- 
round pick who still managed to lead the line- 
men in tackles last season, Glanville says that 
was great, considering he played on a broken 
\eg for four weeks that no one knew about. 
With veteran nose tackle Doug Smith and end 
Richard Byrd, the Oilers should be tough up 
front again 

At linebacker, Houston has three veterans 
back (John Grimsley, Lyles, and Meads) to go 
with last year's rookie sensation Al Smith, who 
led the team in tackles. “Captain Video [Lyles] 
is the heart and soul of the team,” Glanville 
said. “And Meads came back and played last 
year like he had before his injury in 1986. With 
Grimsley and Smith inside, we are set very 
well at linebacker." 

The biggest needs are for consistent punt- 
ing (Houston drafted Michigan State's Greg 
Montgomery in the third round, the first punter 
taken) and for better special-teams’ cover- 
age. And there is a need for more team unity, 
according to Glanville 

“We need to get back to the esprit de corps 
we had before the strike,” he said. “I don't 
think any team found that completely after the 
strike. If we get that and we stay healthy, 
we've got a team that has a chance to win 
some big football games.” 
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RECORDS 


Points: 176, Paul Hornung, Green Bay (1960) 


Touchdows 
Field goals: 


}, John Riggins, Washington (1983) 
, Ali Haji-Sheikh, New York (1983) 


Extra points: 62, Mark Moseley, Washington (1983) 


SCORING 


San Francisco... 
New Orleans, 
Washington. 
St Louis 
Chicago, 
Dallas... 
Philadelphia 


Green Bay... 


20 or more points XP XPA FG FGA PTS 
Andersen, Morten, W.0. 37 37 28 3612 
Ruzek, Roger, Dall. 2% 22 2% 2 
Lansford, Mike, Rams... 38 17 21 87 
Butler, Kevin, Chi, 30 19 28 85 
McFadden, Paul, Phi 36 16 26 (84 
Wersching, Ray, SF... 4 13 «17 «88 
Murray, Ed, Det... 2 20 82 Bt 
Allegre, Raul, Giants. 6 7 2 76 
‘Nelson, Chuck, Minn...... 37 13 24 75 
Haji-Sheikh, Ali, Wash... 32.13 «19° «68 
lgwebuike, Donald, 7B... 2 14 18 66 
Zendejas, Max, G.B... 1% 16 19° «61 
Gallery, Jim, Stl. Bi 9) 19! oF 
Del Greco, Al, 6.B-St.. 2 9 15 46 
Luckhurst, Mick, At. We 9 18.84 
Prindle, Mike, Det... 6 6 7 4 
Brockhaus, Jetf, 5. 3 3 6 20 
NON-KICKERS 

7 or more points TD TOR TOP TDM PTS 
Rice, Jenty, SF... 23 1 2 0 138 
Quick, Mike, Phil... 01 0 66 
White, Charles, Rams 1 0 0 6 
Bavaro, Mark, Giants... 0 8 0 4 
Hilliard, Dalton, W.0. Tt Seas: 
Smith, JT., SUL cove Ot BF LOK she 
Walker, Herschel, Dall 7 4 0 
Carter, Anthony, Minn, Oe De ae 
Clark, Gary, Wash... 0 7 0 4 
Dozier, O.J., Minn.. 5.2 0 4 
Ferrell, Earl, SUL... 7 0 0 4 
Gault, Willie, Ci... 0 7 0 42 
Mandley, Pete, Det 0 7 0 4 
Martin, Eric, N.0. 0 7 0 @ 
‘Anderson, Neal, Chi... 3 3 0 3% 
Awalt, Robert, St. 0 6 0 % 
Bryant, Kelvin, Wash, 1 5 0 36 
‘Manuel, Lionel, Giants. 0 6 0 #6 
‘Monk, Art, Wash. 0 6 0 3 
Rogers, George, Wash. 6 0 0 3% 
Tice, John, N.0. 0 6 0 3% 
Toney, Anthony, Phil. 5 4 0 3 
Carter, Gerald, 7.6... Oss 10M 30! 


43 46 3 
43 47 18 
44 46 14 
38 42 22 


Clatk, Dwight, $F. con 
Dixon, FlOYO, All, coon 
Fullwood, Brent, 6.8 
Mayes, Rueten, NO. 
Mitchell, Stump, St. 
Payton, Walter, Ci 
Wilson, Mike, SF... 
Wilson, Wade, Minn... 
Byars, Keith, Phi... 
Carruth, Paul Ot, 6... 
Craig, Roger, SF... 
Edwards, Kelvin, Dil 
Ellerson, Gary, De. 
Green, Roy, St 
dames, Gat, Del... 
MoAdoo, Derrick, St... 


Renfro, Mike, Dall 
Smith, Jett, 7B... 
Allen, Anthony, Wash. 


Bailey, Stacey, Al 
Blount, Alvin, Dat 
Brewer, Chris, Ci 
Brim, James, Minn, 
Brown, Ron, RAMS. 
Cartiet, Math, TB. on 
Cosbie, Doug, Dal 3 
Cunningham, Randall, Phi. 
Davis, Kenneth, 6.8... 
Bllard, Henry, Rams... 
Frank, John, SF. 


Jones, Mike, N.0. 
Kozlowski, Glen, Ci 
Lewis, Leo, Minn, 
Magee, Calvin, T.B......0 
Matthews, Aubrey, AU... 
‘McKinnon, Dennis, Chi... 
Mortis, Joe, Giants... 
Neal, Frankie, 6.8... 
Novacek, Jay, SEL... 
‘Sanders, Ricky, Wash, 
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Schroeder, ay, Wash... 
Stanley, Walter, 6.8 
‘Adams, George, Giants. 
Anderson, Alfed, Minn 
Baker, Stephen, Giants 


Bamey, Milton, All... 2 
Berard, Katl, DEL... 12 
Beverly, Dwight, W.0........ 12 
Boso, Cap, Chi. 12 


Bradley, Danny, Det. 
Brenner, Hoby, NO... 
Burbage, Cornell, Dall 
‘Campbell, Scott, Ad) 
Carter, Cris, Phil... 
Cribbs, Je, SF 
Dorsett, Tony, Dall... 
Epps, Phillip, 6.8..... 
Fenney, Rick, Minn, 
Francis, Jon, Rams. 
Freeman, Phil, 7.B. 


Garity, Gregg, Phil. 2 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi. 

Giymes, Darell, Det 12 
Hill, Bruce, 7.8. 2 
Hil, Lonzel,W.0. 2 


Hillon, Car, Min, 
Johnson, Damone, Rams. 
Johnson, Troy, SUL... 
Jones, Hassan, Minn 
Jordan, Buford, 0. 
Jordan, Steve, Minn. 
Kramer, Tommy, Minn... 
Lovelady, Edwin, Giants 
McDonald, James, Rams 
McMahon, Jim, Ch... 


Nelson, Darrin, Minn... 12 
Rice, Allen, Minn. 2 
Riggs, Gerald, Atl 2 


Robinson, Sacy, Giants 
Spagnoia, John, Phi... 
Stealer, Eri, TB... 
Vita, Lionel, Wash 
Wilson, Ted, Wash, 
Wilson, Wayne, Wash 
Word, Bary, NO. 
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RUSHING 
RECORDS 


Carries: 407, James Wilder, Tampa Bay (1984) 
Yat 105, Eric Dickerson, Los Angeles (1984) 
TDs: 24, John Riggins, Washington (1983) 


ATT YARDS AVG LONG = 1D. 


San Francisco Eee ah 
New Orteans.... 38 38 20 
Washington. 42° 31 18 
Ratngie sacar 41 58 15 
Philadelphia. 40 45 12 
Minnesola....... 41 72 20 
Chicago... 40 138 13 
St Louis 41 42° 46 
Dallas... 40 162 17 
Green Bay 39° bf 13 
Giants, 33 344 
Detroit....... 36 RB 9 
‘Tampa Bay. 35 46 7 
Atlanta... 39. 4a ty 
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10 or more yards 
White, Charles, Rams.. 
Mayes, Reuben, N.0. ..... 
Walker, Herschel, Dall. 
Riggs, Gerald, Ad 
Craig, Roger, SF 
Mitchell, Stump, St i 
Mortis, Joe, Grants... 
Nelson, Darrin, Minn. 
Rogers, George, Wash... 


Ferrell Ear, St. 
Hilliard, Dalton, NO. anes 
Cunningham, Randall, Phil 

Wilde, dames, 7, 106 
Toney, Anthony, Phi 
Dorsell, Tony, Cal. 
Byars, Keith, Phi 
Davis, Kenneth, 6.8, 
Bryant, Kelvin, Wash. 
Vital, Lionel, Wash, 
Jones, James, Del. 
Anderson, Allred, Mian. 
Smith, deft, 8, 
Cribbs, Joe, SF 
Fullwood, Brent, 6...... 
James, Gary, De... 
Wilson, Wade, Minn 
Dozier, Dd. Minn. 
Rathman, Tom, SF... 
Wilite, Kevin, GB... 
Grin, Keith, Wash, 
McAdoo, Derrick, St 


Ellerson, Gary, Del 
Caruth, Paul Ot, 68. 
Young, Steve, S 


Adams, George, Giants... 
Haddix, Michael, Pil 
Rouson, Lee, Gant. 
Peller, Steve, Dll... 
Montana, Joe, SF... 
Francs, Jon, Ram 
Brown, Regale, Phi 
Fourcade, John, N.0. 
Word, Bary, 
Rice, Allen, Minn. 
Heimuli Lake, Chi 
MajkowsKi, Don, 6... 
Smith, Timmy, Wash 
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RECORDS 


Completions: 347, Steve DeBerg, San Francisco (1979) 


Touchdowns: 36, Y.A. Tittle, New York (1! 
Yards: 4,614, Neil Lomax, St. Louis (1984) 


Longest for TD: 99 yards, Frank Filchock to Andy Farkas, 


963) 


‘Washington (1939) 


99 yards, George Izo to Bobby Mitchell, Washington (1963) 
99 yards, Kari Sweetan to Pat Studstill, Detroit (1966) 

99 yards, Sonny Jurgensen to Gerry Allen, Washington (1968) 
99 yards, Ron Jaworski to Mike Quick, Philadelphia (1985) 


PASSING 


‘ATT COMP. 
Montana, Joe, S.F. 398 266 
‘Simms, Phil, Giants 163 
Lomax, Neil, StL. . 275 
McMahon, Jim, Chi 125 
DeBerg, Steve, 7.B. ....m.. 159 
‘Cunningham, Randall, Phil. 223 
Hebert, Bobby, 1.0... 164 
Wilson, Wade, Minn. 264 140 
White, Danny, Dall... 362° 215 
Schroeder, lay, Wash. 
Everett, Jim, Rams 
Campbell, Scott, Atl 


Long, Chuck, Det 
ight, Randy, 6.8. 

QUALIFIERS ) 
Young, Steve, SF. 69 
Wiliams, Doug. Wash 143° 81 
Hohensee, Mike, Chi. 82 28 
Risher, Alan, 6.8. 44 
Foureade, John, 4.0, 48 
Pelluer, Steve, Dail. 55 
Tinsley, Scott, Phil. 48 
Majkowsk, Don, 55 
Kanes, Tommy, 40 
Dils, Steve, Rams 56 
‘Adams, Tony, Minn. 49 
‘Tomczak, Mike, Chi. 97 
Hons, Todd, Df. 4 
Testaverde, Vinny, 7.8. val 
Kramer, Erik, All. 92 45 
Rutledge, Jl, Giants 155 79 
Miller, Chris, AU. 92 39 


NG 
787 
791 
7.32 
7.80 
6.88 
6.86 
721 


TD PCTTO LONG 
7 


31078 i 
17 60 (50 
24 «627 
12 57.159 
14 5464 
23 57 70 
16) So 167 
4 63 (173 
2 «33-4 
2 45 184 
10 3381 
1 42 14 
W 26 (53 
6 24 66 
10 145 150 
ie tan 3 
Se = 28 
3 41 46 
445 182 
3. 30 44 
3 35 ~~ (62 
5 39 170 
4 49 MO 
5 44 St 
3 34 (163 
5 28 186 
iy sae igs 
5 780. 40! 
A, AS, 
5 32 «50 
Th GEN 


“i PCT INT RATING 
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PUNTING 
RECORDS 
‘Number: 114, Bob Parsons, Chicago (1981) 
Average: 51.4 yards, Sammy Baugh, Washington (1940) 
fame 94 yards, Joe Lintzenich, Chicago (1931) 
OPP RET IN NET 
YARDS LONG AVG 1B BLK RET NDS. -¢20) AVG 
Donnelly, Rick, All. 2686 62, 440) fg 2 38 Gy es 321 
Amnold, Jim, Det... 2007 60 436 4 0 22 104017 39.6 
Landela, Sean, Giants 2773 4 47 6 1 38 606 13, HO 
Hatcher, Dale, Rams . 3140 @ 43 £ 4 43 a7 19 35.8 
Bracken, Don, 6.8. 2947 ‘Sr a" 8S 1 45 354 13 32 
Cox, Steve, Wash. 2574 7 408 7 1 29 193. 14) 35.0 
Hansen, Brian, N.0. 2104 6 405 6 0 23 3519. 356 
Horne, Greg, Cin.-St.L. 1730 ae ie Ve 25 ar 88S 
Coleman, Greg, Minn 1786 iE sh al 30 cal 305 
‘Saxon, Mike, Dall... 2685, 68 305 5 0 36 26020. 34.2 
Runager, Max, S.F. 2157 a eee del 23 fer 18 138.0) 
Garcia, Frank, 7 2409 5a 3a) 0 38 553 120283 
eee John, Phil. - 3131 60 32 4 1 aT 39913. 32.0 
39 1470 Ba AT iT 204 «10 «=| 307 
wow OURLIFIES (ose ‘or more are) 
‘Wagner, Bryan, Chi. 36 461 mn 6 4 4 12 [ce 
Criswell, Ray, TB. seninecnern28 ‘oie 6 402 5 0 12 68 3 33.8 
Renner, Bill G.B. 20 ne 49 956 1 0 ! 4 Be 
Scribner, Bucky, Mi 827 Gy ies Ae 10 9 4 364 
Brown, Kevin, Chi. 742 Gh A ei aD mes 94 1202 
719 Bee Aes of) 70) 9 1006 352 
639 Bh fsgog th V0. 9 1601 314 
482 SF ee el 8 38.8 303 
‘Moore, Dana, Giants 14 486 46 34700 1 9 154 0 224 
Bruno, Dave, Minn, 13 464 ho Gils hee all 4 Pere 12: 325 
Asmus, Jim, SF... 12 384 Se Mle ip ul 6 23 3 28.0 
if] 431 AB. 1302) 4 9 6 ine | o8 233 
10 345 fo EL sa 4 oly at 274 
Jacobs, Dave, Phi 10 at 4 89 0 1 5 44 305 


369 
Leader based on grass average, minimum 38 punts 
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FANTASY 
FOOTBALL 


Fantasy—Dream Team—Arm Chair 
Football Players 
This Digest is the 
ONLY EDGE you'll need 


“designed to help fantasy league owners make 
informed decisions in the draft that begins each 
fantasy season.”” 

Robert McG. Thomas Jr., New York Times 


“tA valuable tool to save the researchers hundreds 
of hours." Howard Schwartz, BGC, Las Vegas 


“This digest is to the Fantasy leaguer what the 
scouting combine reports are to the NFL. 
Rick Hardgraves, St. Louis Globe-Democrat 


FANTASY FOOTBALL is sweeping the country. Isn’t it time you caught 
the Fantasy Fever? 

IT’S THE HOTTEST SPORTS GAME AROUND 

Fantasy Sports Inc. can make you a WINNER in your league by providing you 
with Cliff Charpentier’s 5th annual 1988 Fantasy Football Digest and weekly 
newsletters, exclusively written to help the novice and established franchise owner 
to become totally informed. With the Digest featuring complete player statistics, 
player ratings and many, many helpful tips from the country’s #1 Fantasy 
Football analyst. And the pre-season ‘“EDGE” newsletter package giving you a 
drafting edge by updating the Digest. The pre-season package offers what no other 
football periodical can, an update to the information released in June. Walk into 
your fantasy draft knowing you have the ‘edge”’, with updates on injuries, trades 
and other pertinent happenings. 


If you're not already playing this exciting game, get a few friends, relatives, or 
football fans together and start a league. You don’t have to be a footballl addict to 
play. Everyone and anyone can do it, including wives and girlfriends. 


Let Fantasy Sports Inc. show you how to start your own league and begin enjoying 
the game that millions are playing nationwide. You don’t need to own a computer 
or be affiliated with a computer company to play this game. Fantasy Sports Inc. 
will show you how easy it can be to establish a league, by using our Commissioner 
Organizer and Player Organizer books. 


Don’t miss out on the fun. The season will soon be here. And for those of you 
already in existing leagues don’t forget to ask about our Sanctioning publication, 
depicting winners from leagues throughout the world and 10% league discounts. 
For more information pick up the phone and call us Toll-Free at 1-800-233-9809 or 
within Minnesota call 1-612-647-1380, or clip the handy coupon and mail in your 


3 


order today: 
FOI III TOO OT OI OIOOK t tok 
ORDER FORM 
——— _ 1988 Digest $9.95 
—— _ Pre-Season Newsletters (Includes 1988 Roster) $15.00 
Our helpful organizers 
——— Commissioner Organizer 37.95 FANTASY 
——— Player Organizer $2.95 SPORTS INC 
‘And Much More ——— 
——— __ Info on Additional Products 
SHIPPING/HANDLING 
UPTO $30.00 $3.00 FROM = $50.01 TO $75.00 $5.50 
FROM $30.01 TO $40.00 $4.00 FROM = $75.01 AND MORE ‘$6.00 


FROM $40.01 TO $50.00 $5.00 


MINNESOTA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 
TOTAL SS. 
SHIPPING/HANDLING 
MINN. SALES TAX 
TOTAL ORDER 


none 


Name 
Address 
City State. Zip. 
Telephone( 
Check enclosed Money Order 
Visa Mastercard 
exp date 


Mail to: Fantasy Sports Inc. 1533 University Ave. St. Paul, MN 55104 
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NF Cstatistics 


ATT YARDS AVG 

Biount, Alvin, Dall, 1% 27 
‘Sydney, Hany, SF ar. 125 43 
Sanders, Thomas, Chi... 122 53 
Newsome, Tim, Dall 121 48 
‘Schroeder, ay, Wash... 120 46 
Robinson, Jacque, Phil 114 48 
Wester, Cleve, Det... 3°34 
Wright, Adrian, 7-8. Ne 30 
Wiliams, Van, Giants. 108 37 
Lomax, Neil, St, L... 107 37 
Campbell, Scott, At. 102 49 
Howard, Bobby, 7.8. 100 33 
‘Guman, Mike, Rams 9% 27 
Heberi, Bobby, WO... % 73 
Dikico, Bob, Giants... a 9 36 
Sargent, Broderick, Sf. L. 9 50 
McMahon, Jim, Chi 8840 
8 35 

87 «30 

8 33 

86 3.9 

83 46 

Varajon, Mike, SF... 82 46 
Wooltotk, Butch, Det. 8 68 
Mosley, Anthony, Chi. 80 44 
Ricks, Harold, 7......, 7% 32 
m% 74 

72 38 

1.0... m1 34 

‘Wright, Randy, G.B. 7m 54 
Edwards, Stan, Det. 69 22 
Hold, Mik@, 7.8. conn 69 99 
Tautalatasi, Junior, Phil 69 27 
Cherry, Tony, SF... 65 5.0 
Long, Chuck, Det... 64 29 
Risher, Alan, G.B...... 64 58 
Monk, Art, Wash 63 105 
Ecwards, Kelvin, Daf 61 305 
Flowers, Kenny, Al... 6 44 
Carthon, Maurice, Giants. 60 23 
Hohensee, Mike, Chi... 36 62 
Brewer, Chris, Chi... 55 23 
Wilson, Wayne, Wash 55 31 
Ross, Alvin, Phil... 54 39 
Tomezak, Mike, Chi. 5430 
Rice, Jerry, SF... - S164 
Testaverde, Vinny, 7.8... 50 38 
‘Adams, David, Dall... 49 7.0 
Hons, Todd, Det. 49 98 
Williams, Michael, Ai 49°35 
Hardy, Andre, SF... 48 69 
Rodgers, Del, SF. 46 42 
Stevens, Mark, SF... 4 45 
Kramer, Tommy, Minn, 4444 
‘Simms, Phil, Giants: 4 34 
Tyrell, Tim, Rams, 44 40 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi. 41 68 
Hargrove, Jimmy, G.B. 38 35 
Stanley, Walter, 6.8. 3895 
Gray, Mel, N.0..... 37 46 
Jessie, Tim, Wash. 3737 
36 18.0 

3% 30 

3 24 

34 170 

DuBose, Doug, S.F. 33° 33 
Parker, Freddie, G. 3344 
i 3217 

32 10.7 

3 28 

3139 

334 

3124 

30 33 

24 

2 36 

28 28.0 

Wilson, Ted, Wash. 28 140 
Jackson, Kenny, Phil 2 45 
Monroe, Carl, S.F. 26 13.0 
6 26 

24 34 

24 48 

23 38 

Beecham, Ear, Giants...... 2 44 


LONG 


1D 


3 
o 
1 
2 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 
1 
0 
i} 
0 
2 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
a} 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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ATT YARDS AVG LONG 1D 


Brown, Ron, Rams ae ALT, Sad 0 
Dollnger, Tony, Det 8 2 28 8 O 
Miller, Chris, Ait. 4 4 53 il 0 
Grant, Otis, Phi 1 20 200 2 0 
Land, Dan, TB. 9 0 22 6 O 
Sterling Jon, GJ 5 0 40 9 0 
‘Womack, Jeff, Minn. 9 24 22 1% 0 
Thomas, Laval, 6.8. 5 199 38 5 oO 
Baker, Stephen, Giants. 1 18 180 18 0 
Jean-Batiste, Garland, W.0.......8 18 23 7 Oy) 
Monts, ary, GB 8 18 23 0 0 
Gault, Willie, Cr 2 16 80 9 0 
Wilson, Brett, MIND... 16 32 6 0 
Harbaugh, James, Chi..... 4° 1 38 9 i) 
Ingram, Kevin, W.O........ 2 14 70 9 Q 
Morse, Bobby, Phil. 8 4 23 7 0 
Verdin, Clarence, Wash. 1 14 140 «14 at) 
White, Danny, Dall. 10 14 «14 8 1 
Paige, Tony, Det....... 4 13 33 6 0 
‘Smith, Jimmy, Minn. Cae meee 8) 5 0 
Granger, Norm, Atl. 6 12 20 6 0 
Cla Dat, CR caso 1 22 5 0 
Flagler, Terrence, SF... 6 1 18 5 0 
Lovelady, Edwin, Giant ae 1 5S! 8 0 
‘Mcintosh, Joe, All Sai 22 5 0 
‘Moore, Leonard, 4 1 28 4 0 
Park, Kaulana, Gians 6 1 18 4 oO 
Bans, Donald, ams 10 33 5 0 
Kramer, Erik, All 2 0 50 11 i} 
a 

PASS RECEIVING 


RECORDS 

Receptions: 106, Art Monk, Washington (1984) 
Yards: 1,570, Jerry Rice, San Francisco (1986) 
‘TDs: 22, Jerry Rice, San Francisco (1987) 


5 or more recey NO YARDS AVG LONG 


1D 

Smith, JT. StL. . 9 1117123 38 8 
Craig, Roger, SF 88 492.75 5 4 
Rice, Jery, SF... vmes65 1078 166 tf 2 
Walker, Herschel, Dal... wm o4 
Manley, Pete, Def... 4 7 
lath, Gary, Wash. 47 
Bavaro, Mark, Giants 38 
Elard, Henry, Rams Bi 3 
Anderson, Neal, Chi. 593 
Quick, Mike, Phil. ‘1 17 
Renfro, Mike, Dall B 4 
Mitchell, Stump, St 9 2 
Martin, Eric, NO... @ 7 
Green, Roy, SEL. son 7 4 
Biyanl, Kelvin, Wash. 35 
‘Awalt, Robert, SLL 5 6 
Wilder, James, 7B. 2 4 
Toney, Anthony, Pil 34 
Carter, Anthony, Minn 7 
Stanley, Walter, 6.8 mm 3 
Carter, Gerald, TB... 7 5 
Monk Art, Wash, ... @ 6 
Sanders, Richy, Wash. ee 
Dixon, Floyd, All G5 
Cosbie, Doug, Dal 3 3 
Neal, Frankie, G8 33 
Spagnala, John, Phil ey: 
Gaul, Willie, Chi... 6 7 
orden, Steve, Mian. 332 
Adams, George, Giants 35 ey hl 
Edwards, Kelvin, Dall 34 3 3 
Epps, Philip, 6... «34 4 2 
Magee, Calvin, TB. wu 73 
Newsome, Tim Dall onnnsnw- 34 3 2 
ones, James, Dl... 34 35 «0 
Payton, Wallet, CPF... 33 te 1 
Matthews, Aubrey, Al vn 32 es 
Manvel, Lionel, Gants .seo-«- 30 606 
Chadwick, Jef, Det 30 3% 0 
Ralhman, Tom, SF. 30 2m 3 
‘Wilson, Mike, $F 2 ue 5 
Jones, Mike, NO... a ww 3 
MeKinnon, Dents, Cf... 27 3 1 
Brown, Ron, Rams. 2% 52e 92 
Carrier, Mark, TB. 26 33 
Frank, John, Sif 26 7 3 
Galbreath, Tony, Giants... 26 ao 
continued 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


MEL KIPER, JR. 
ESPN 


FOOTBALL ANALYST DRAFT DAY ’84, ’85, '86, '87 & ’88 
PRESENTS 
DYNAMITE PUBLICATIONS 
+ 1989 DRAFT PREVIEW 
* 1989 DRAFT REPORT 


* PAST DRAFT REPORTS ACCLAIMED BY THE PROS... 


+ “His memory is computer-like. A great evaluator of talent. Never has such a wealth of informa- 
tion on college football players been put between the covers of one book. Pro football teams might 
do well to pay off the Scouting Combines, burn the films they're studying and go with the percep- 
tive evaluations of Mel Kiper, Jr.""—John Steadman, Sports, Baltimore Evening Sun 

* “I have examined your scouting analysis and congratulate you on a very thorough and accurate 
piece of work.” Bill Walsh, Head Coach & GM. SF 49ers 

% THE 1989 DRAFT PREVIEW OFFERS. . . Available in OCTOBER 

+ Your first rated look at the Top 300 Seniors * A look at incoming Top 200 Freshmen 
and 250 Juniors. thumbnail sketches on best prospects. 
Thumbnail sketch on Top Senior prospects * 1988 Draft Analysis—All 28 Teams! 

Top 200 Sophomores, & JUCO transfers. 
(Vol. XI) * THE 1989 DRAFT REPORT OFFERS... 

1. Detailed analysis of TOP COLLEGE 5. OUTSTANDING SOPHOMORES 
PROSPECTS, with height, weight, 40 time 6. PHOTOS of many of this year's TOP 


(over 600). PLAYERS. 
2. All 28 NFL Teams MAJOR PRIORITIES. 7. OVERIUNDER RATED PLAYERS, 
3. Projection of the FIRST SIX ROUNDS OVER/UNDER ACHIEVERS & SLEEPERS. 
TOP PROSPECTS for 1990 NFL Draft 8. 128 PAGE DRAFT REPORT (8% x 11). 


Send CHECK or MONEY ORDER 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) TO: 


DRAFT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
1935 Ramblewood Road, city __ STATE ZIP. 
Baltimore, MD 21239 VISAIMC# EXP. 


$ 7.95, plus $1.55 Postage & Handling —Total $ 9.50 
_____ Draft Report: $14.50, plus $2.00 Postage & Handling —Total $16.50 
____ Both Books: $23.95 Save $2.05!!! (Canada: Add $2.00 extra) 


VISA OR MASTER CARD HOLDERS CALL: 1-301-444-6698 


ADDRESS. 


Draft Preview: 


FANTASY FOOTBALL SOFTWARE 


Tried of tracking your Fantasy Football League (FFL) by hand? Would you like to see standings & statistics 
on your FFL games similar to what is generated for the NFL? Now you can use your own PG to minimize the 
work required fo run a league while providing FFL owners with neat in-depth weekly reports and an organized 
fecord of the entire season. FantaBase is a comprehensive data base management & report generator 
program written spectically for forming, organizing & tracking statistics of FFLs. It produces weekly stat filled 
feports about your Fantasy League trom a minimum of input. Includes data base of last year's 12-game- 
reguiar-player-season with player's points sorted several ways to aid you in evaluating players for the 
upcoming draft. Teams can consist of up to 9 positions (players, coaches, & defenses) 1st or 2nd string, 
Leagues can consist of 4. 6, 8, 10. 12, 14, or 16 teams. Program is compatible with any of the FFL scoring 
methods. HOW TO USE THE MENU DRIVEN PROGRAM - THE DRAFT: Belore the draft assign each FFL 
owner a number. After the draft use the program's editor to match owner numbers with player names in the 
supplied data base of last year's FFL players. Rookies not included in the data base can be easily added. 
SEASON START-UP: Using the set-up menu: Match owner number with owner name to be used on reports. 
Select one of 14 available league schedules that program uses to match teams during season. If you want 
weekly payotfs to top scoring teams, enter cash breakdown & number of teams to pay. EACH WEEK 
DURING THE SEASON - INPUT: Program only needs information on players that have scored FFL points, 
been traded, added, waived, or changed to or from 1st string. By using the program's weekly printed score 
sheet (sorted by NFL team to simplify gathering box score data) you can cut keyboard input time to less than 
5 minutes for a typical 10 team league. OUTPUT: The Weekly FFL Report based on past games includes: 
‘Game results from current week's schedule; Gurrent week's ranking of all teams by points scored; Year-to- 
date ranking of all teams based on cash won so far this season showing both weekly & accumulated 
winnings: FFL standings of teams based on wonvloss records; Full FFL season schedules tor each team with 
scores of previous opponents & point spreads against remaining opponents (based on average points 
scored); Average points scored by & against each team; Rankings of hardest schedules of games played & 
left to be played computed two different ways 1) by opponent's worvloss record and 2) by opponents's 
points scored: All star teams of top scorers from: 1) current week and 2) year to date: Upcoming week's 
schedule with point spreads, Detailed breakdown of current week's games with points scored by each player. 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY - INCLUDES 5.25" PROGRAM DISKETTE, USER MANUAL & RULES:HARDWARE 
REQUIREMENTS: IBM PC/XT or compatible with 256k memory: 1 floppy disk drive; printer for reports. 

For FantaBase send $49.95 plus — | _Name. 
$2.50 postage & handling by | Address 
check, money order or VISA/MC to: | City/St/ZIP 
PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE SERVICES | VISA [1] 
P.O. BOX 84 | Acct # 
MANDEVILLE, LA 70470-0084 =| Sign here 


MasterCard [] Exp.___/ 
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FOOTBALL 


June &July one cay . more Boys 8-18 
In Pennsylvania, Iilinols & Canada 
phases of football 
Individually 
and as a team 
OUR 12TH GREAT YEAR 
(CALLED BEST IN USA! 
“LIVE” 


CONTACT 


and scrimmages 


| [also separate “kick-punt camp 
‘w/Mark Moseley 


G.Clark 


1988 Resident 
‘STAFF: 25 NFL pros. 
pro coaches. 


60 college coaches, 


LIVE WITH 
THE PROS , 


college coaches will 
look you over! 
Miami USC. 
Nebraska Notre Dame 
Indiana Maryland 
Georgia Northwestern 
Purdue Florida State 
W. Virginia Tulsa 
linois NN. Carolina 
Michigan Syracuse 


PLUS MANY MORE 
For Brochure & Information 
Maynard Turow—Dept. SSP 
14000 N. Gate Dr. 
Silver Spring, Md. 20906 
D.Green oF call collect (301) 871-6676 ~c viann 


Also Separate Free Agent Pro Tryout Camp 


S Mitchell 


EB 
sa 


D.Manley 


HELP 
WANTED 
WATCHING 
FOOTBALL 


If you watch the same NFL 
team every week and would 
like to make a few extra 
dollars filling out a weekly 
play-by-play score sheet for 
all of your team’s games, 
send your name, address, 
age, phone number and the 
team you follow to: 


GRACIE STATION 


BOX 1436 
NEW YORK, NY 10028 


NF Cstatistics 


NO. YARDS AVG LONG TD 


Nelson, Darrin, Minn. SL Oe 
Riggs, Gerald, Al. ... 25 
Tautalatasi, Junior, Phil 25 
Lewis, Leo, Minn, coe ae 
Clark, Dwight, SF msi 24 


Hilliard, Dalton, W0. 
Ferrell, Earl, St. 
White, Charies, Rams 
‘Guman, Mike, Rams 
Francis, Russ, SF. 
Clark, Jessie, 6.8. . 
dackson, Kenny, Phi 
Johnson, Damone, Rams ..... 
Byars, Keith, Phil. 
Mortis, Ron, Chi. 
Bailey, Stacey, All. 
Brenner, Hoby. N.0. ..... 


Hill, Lonzell, 0. 
Lee, Gary, Det 
West, £9, GB... 
Rice, Allen, Minn. ....... 
Dorsett, Tony, Dall 
Wootfolk, Butch. Det 
Brim, James, Minn. ae 
Baty, Greg, W.E-Rams ... 18 
Boso, Cap, Chi... owe WT 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi. = 
Whisenhunt, Ken, At oir 
Grant, Otis, Phil. enone 16 
Morris, Lee, 6.8. ~* 16 
James, Garry, Det. ... 16 
Tice, John, WO. 
Heli, Ron, TB... 
Johnson, Troy, SLL. ~~ 
Baker, Stephen, Giants i 
Banks, Gordon, Dail. 


Allen, Anthony. Wash, 
Didier, Clint, Wash. a 
Giles, Jimmie, Det Phil. oom. 13 


Wright, Adrian, 7.B. 
‘Bemard, Karl, Det 
Garrity, Gregg, Phil 
Truvillion, Eric, Det. . 
Paskett, Keith, 6.8. 
Taylor, Lenny, Atl 
Barksdale, Rod, Dal... 
Heller, Ron, SF. 
McEwen, Craig, Wash, 
Dozier, D.J., Minn, 
McConkey, Phil, Giants 
Settle, John, Ad. 
Holmes, Don, St. 
Rouson, Lee, Gents 
Morris, Joe, Giants 
Hil, David, Rams ........ 
Cox, Arthur, Ai . sis 
Tumer, Odessa, GiaMls none. 10 
Bennett, Lewis, Giants 10 
Bamey, Milton, ul. 


|, Bobby 7.8. .... 
Caruth, Paul Ot, 6.8 
Taylor, John, SF. 
Grymes, Darrell, Det 
Siano, Mike, Phil 
Pattison, Mark N.O, enn 
Bell, Greg, Buf-Rams 
Cribs, Joe, SF. .... 
Williams, Miche’, Al 
Freeman, Phil, TB. ... 


‘Mobley, Stacey, Rams 
Johnson, Bly, All. 
Scott, Patrick, GB. 


129 50. 
199 80 
17%6 70 


0 
0 
0 
2 
5 
1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
0 
1 
1 
1 
Q 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
0 
i 
Qo 
6 
1 
2 
2: 
1 
3 
0 
0 
3 
1 
1 
1 
0 
1 
0 
2 
f 
1 
1 
{ 
3 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
9 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
2 
1 
9 
1 
0 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 


NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
71 89 25 


Bowman, Kevin, Phil... 


Carthon, Maurice, Giants m8 8 
Bailey, Eric, Pil. 8 69 86 19 
Woliey, Ron, Std... 8 68 85 16 
Brown, Reggie, Phil. ww B 58 66 14 
Francis, Jon, Rams. 8 38 48 7 
Jones, Hassan, Minn... 7 189 27.0 158 
Burbage, Cornell, Dall. 1 168 240 177 
Al 7 125 179 33 
7 87 124 2 
2 83119 17 
7 7 21 
Anderson, Aired, Minn. 7 6 99 2 
Haddix, Michel, Phil. 7 58 83 23 
i. ee STI Fe 
7 51 73 15 
7 50 71 14 
7 50 71 24 
wi? 43 81 9 
secant RSL 7 
Hunler, Eddie, Jefs-7B. 7 8 40 B 
Fenney, Rick, Minn. 7 2 39 8 
6 
soo 


Greer, Teny, SF... 111 185 50 
‘Moore, Malcolm, Rams .. 8 26 
Smith, Jeff, Giants 19 
House, Kevin, Rams 15 


Tytel, Tim, Rams... 


Williams, Van, Giants 
Kindt, Don, Chi. 

Emery, Larry, All... 
Chandler, Thornton, Dall... 


INTERCEPTIONS 
RECORDS 


Number: 14, Dick Lane, Los Angeles (1952) 
Yards: 301, Don Dall, Detroit (1949) 
Longest return: 102 yards 
Bob Smith, Detroit (1949) 
Erich Barnes, New York (1961) 
TDs: 3, Dick Lynch, New York (1963) 
3, Herb Adderley, Green Bay (1965) 
3, Monte Jackson, Los Angeles (1976) 
3, Rod Perry, Los Angeles (1976) 
3, Ronnie Lott, San Francisco (1981) 


Het 004 0044004 NC COs NR COS CoN S404 ss eNcGoNn sooo S4SoSNNNSGOCOO 


2 or more NO YARDS AVG HN 1 
Wilburn, Barry, Wash, 135. 150 1 
Gaitfi, James, Def. 130 247 % 0 
Browner, Joey, Def. 7 12 2B oO 
Kinard, Terry, Giants 163 326 46170 1 
Waymer, Dave, N.0. .. 78 156 «4035 (0 
‘Sutton, Reggie, N.0. 68 136 26 0 
Curtis, Travis, St. 6 130 31 0 
62 124 34 0 

3376 «630 (0 

i 02 10 

56140 27 0 

48120 31 0 

830 7 0 

32.80 «226 (0 

4 60 4 0 


‘STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Fa 6 


Foules, EIDE, Phil noon «618 0 
Mortis, Jim Bob, 6.8 3 135 450 73 0 
Green, Darel, Wash, 3 6 217 56 0 
Waters, Andre, Phi 3 63 21.0 68 0 
Lee, Carl, Minn. 3 53 {77 36 0 
Galloway, Duane, 3 4 153° «30 0 
takes, Van, N.0. 3 92 107 27 0 
Bales, Bill, Dall vccievenneB 28-93 DB_O 
Walton, Alvin, Wash 3 2% 93 2% 0 
Harris, John, Minn, non-B 20-67 140 
MeNorton, Bruce, Del. ......3 20 67 20 0 
Maxie, Brett, NO. . 3 7 57 10 0 
Tripoli, PAUL, TB. ionininond 7 57 15D 
BrOWN, DAVE, GB. vervnnd 16 «53110 
Taylor, Lawrence, Giants......3 16 53 15 0 
Akins, Gene, W.O..n..om-md 12 40° 8 O 
Haynes, Tommy, Dal. ST Mes tw 0 
Dyerson, Dave, Chi, iovinnd 0 00 0 0 
Isom, Ray, LB. 2 67 35 38 0 
Woods, Rick, 7:8 2 6 315 42 0 
Coleman, Monte, Wash........2 53 285 28 0 
Wiliams, Jimmy, Del, wuvnn2 St 255 4B 
livin, LeRoy, Rams... 2 4 235 Wt 
Fuel, Bobby, 7:8 2 4% 230 2 0 
Joyner, Seth, Pil nr ® 42-210 
Croudip, David, AU one 40 200 400 
Gray, JT, RAMS ninemsn 3-H 350 
Motemore, Oana SF. sinin2 95 175 25 0 
Walker, Kevin, TB. 2 9 150 GO 1 
Collins, Mark, GiaNS eomow2 28 140 2B 
Cromwell, Nolan, Rams.......2 28 140 28 0 
Gordon, Tim At. vu 28140? 0 
Studwel, Scot, MIAN. nonin 26-1302 14 
Headen, Andy, Giants 2 2% 125 2 0 
Kullman, Mike, Phil 2 2% 125 13 0 
Moore, Rober, Al, ninininnd 23-115 180 
Anderson, JOHN, GB. vinnn® 22 “1.013 0 
Rivera, Ron, Gf. 2 19 95 15 0 
Francis, Ron, Dal 2 1% 90 18 1 
Hut, Charles, Atl... 2 14-70 14 4 
dongs, Rod, 7:8, FR rag 39) O 
Brown, Jerome, Phil Opa tees 0 
Holt Isiac, Minn DUN Lr ea ce kth O 
Welch, Herb, Gants vainowon2 «= 7 35 7D 
Holland, Johnny, 6.8. Sioa eet ae a) 
ackson, Rickey, NO, coun? «4 «2040 
Hoage, Terry, Phil oe ASS: CS ' 
Phillips, Reggie, Chi Siey Ose kt 
‘Cooper, Evan, Phil 2 0 00 0 0 
Douglass, Maurice, C Sromco “wid 
Mack, Cedri, St 2 0 00 0 0 
MeKyer, Tim, SF 2 ebteind. 100, 
I 

PUNT RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Number: 70, Danny Reece, Tampa Bay (1973) 
Yards: 646, Eddie Brown, Washington (1976) 
Longest for TD: 98 yards 
Gill Lefebvre, Cincinnati (1933) 
Charlie West, Minnesota (1968) 


Dennis Morgan, Dallas (1974) 
NO FC YARDS AVG LONGTO 
Gray, Mel, NO. vannine2d 5 362 147 80 0 
McLemore, Dana,S.F...21 7 265 126 (63 1 
Lewis, Leo, Minn. 22 7 275 125 78 1 
Sikahema, Vai, StL. 7 550 125 176 1 
Mandley, Pete, Del......28 6 250 109 54 0 
McKinnon, Dennis, Chi,.40 4 405 10.1 194 2 
‘Martin, Kelvin, Dall,.....22 2 216 98 38 0 
McConkey, Phil, Giants .42 14 394 94 37 0 
Futrell, Bobby, 78. 5 23 89 2 0 
Johnson, Billy, tl 6 168 80 4 0 
Yarber, Eric, Wash... 9 273 74 8 0 
Stanley, Walter, G.B. 4 173 62 4% 0 
Morse, Bobby, Phil. .....20 13 121 61 23 0 
NON-QUALIFIERS (2 or more) 
Ellard, Henry, Rams... 6 107 71 29 0 
Martin, Eric, NO. 2 8 63 15 0 
Hicks, Clif, Rams 1 0 85 2% 0 
Bradley, Danny, Det. 5 53 44 13 0 
Lovelady, Edwin, Giants... 0 3 38 14 0 
Griff, DON, SF. none? 2 79 88 29 0 
continued 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


THE COMPLETE AND ULTIMATE SERVICE 


ELIMINATES THE WORK SO YOU ENJOY THE GAME! 
YOU MAKE THE CALLS OF OWNER, G.M. AND COACH! 


PHONE IN YOUR STARTING LINE-UP EACH WEEK ! 


Submit 13 players who count that week from your 30 
man roster. Trades allowed anytime during the season. 


RECEIVE A COMPLETE COPY OF THE SCORING FOR 
EACH TEAM IN YOUR LEAGUE, EVERY WEEK 


A COMPLETE PLAYER RANKING BY POSITION IS 
PROVIDED IN TIME TO ASSIST YOUR DRAFT 


NO COMPUTER NECESSARY, WE KEEP ALL STATS 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL TODAY 


(609) 


443-5633 


Advertise 
In 


FOOTBALL 
NEWS 


You can reach 250,000 avid 
college and pro Football fans 
by advertising in FOOTBALL 
NEWS, America’s No. | foot- 
ball publication. Rates are 
especially attractive. For the 
latest FOOTBALL NEWS rate 
card and full information, 
write, wire or call: 


ROGER STANTON 
Publisher 
17820 EAST WARREN 
Detroit, Mich. 48224 


1-800-521-8809 


INSTRUCTIONAL 


FOOTBALL CAMP 
OFFENSE- DEFENSE 


1988 RESIDENT PROS: Tony Dorsett, Al 
Toon, Simms, Joe Morris, Lawrence Taylor, 
Jimbo Covert, Duerson, Butler, Mosebar, 
Howie Long, Lester Hayes, Millen, Clayburn, 
Morgan, Jay Schroeder, Klecko, Fields, Wes- 
ley Walker, Everett, Esiason, Jeter, Young, 
Lott, Rice, Craig, Charles White, “Too Tall” 
Jones and more. 


COACHES: 60 College Coaches Daily, 
Pro Coaches, H.S., Pre-H.S., Boys 8- 
18, Individual instruction in all phases of 
football. 


INCLUDES CONTACT! 


Camps meet in 
June & July in 
Long Island, N.Y. 
Northern and 
Southern California 


Brochure: 
Mike Meshken, 
P.O. Box 317, 
Dept. S &M, 
Trumbull, Ct. 
06611 


Tony Dorsett 
Dallas Cowboys 


Call Toll-Free: 


1-800-243-4296 


In Conn. Call: (203) 372-8556 


NOW YOU CAN ENJOY FOOTBALL 
MORE — AND SOLVE GIFT PROBLEMS! 


PRO FOOTBALL SCOREBOOK. All 
the NFL scores, 1919-85 (86,87 separate.) 
All-time rosters to 1984. 65 photos, room 
future results, AAFC,WFL,USFL. $13.75 
Clcottece FOOTBALL SCOREBOOK. 
All-time scores, 1869-1987 of 136 colleges 
3rd ed., 1020 pages. Available Aug, $23.50 
SAVE MONEY. Both for only $33.75 


FREE CATALOG. Money-back guarantee! 
Books shipped promptly, allow 12 days. 


RAIN BELT PUBLICATIONS 


18806-40th Avenue West 
Lynnwood, Washington 98036 


GOAL! 
PRO & COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL GAME 


the game that gives you more 
TEAMS for your money than any 
other game! 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET: 
Accurate Offensive and Defen- 
sive Ratings for all the following: 

@ENTIRE 1987 NFL (26 TEAMS) 

@TOP 1987 COLLEGES (30+ TEAMS) 

@PLUS, over 50 TOP COLLEGES 
from 1979... OVER 100 TEAMS! 


Real-life accuracy, ease of play, 
strategy, and FUN!... 
that’s GOAL! FOOTBALL! 


JUST $15.95 


Valgames, 565 Avenue A #101, Uniondale, NY 11553, 


Name___ 


Address ___ 


City _State___Zip 

Please send GOAL! FOOTBALL! 
$15.95 

__Please send BASEBALL 
MANAGER (1987 season, plus 
over 100 more teams) $15.95 

Please send REAL-LIFE 
BASKETBALL (all 23 pro teams, 
plus 30 college) $15.95 

Send all three for just $39.00 


FREE BROCHURE ON REQUEST 


NO FC YAROS AVG LONG TI 


Wilson, Ted, Wash. 8 0 143 179 40 0 
Edwards, Kelvin, Dall.....-8 1 75 94 18 0 
Duarte, George, Chi. 1 64 80 16 0 
Bess, Rufus, MIAN... 3 123 28 0 
Shepard, Derrick, Wash ...68 0 146 243 73 0 
Scott, Patrick, 6.8. 2 1 18 3 0 
Green, Darrell, Wash, 1 53 106 15 0 
‘Banks, Gordon, Dall, 1 33 66 12 0 
Burbage, Comell, Dall,.....6 1 29 58 13 0 
Bamey, Milton, AU “5 0 2 56 1 0 
Bowman, Kevin, Phi. uA 1 43 108 37 0. 
Richardson, Greg, Minn....4 2 «19 «48 7 0 
Garrity, Gregg, Phil. 4 10 16 40 10 0 
Walls, Herkie, 7.8. 4 2 12 30 1 0 
Johnson, Sam, Rams wid 1 -4 10 5 0 
Garter, Anthony, Minn... 0 40 133 22 0 
Curry, Woy, TB. 0 32 107 14 0 
Baker, Stephen, Gianls....8 0 16 53 6 O 
MOss, Gary, AM, sorsionnnnd 1 15 5.0 11 0 
Rutledge, Craig, Rams ....8 0 10 33 7 0 
Calerbone, Thomas, Phi...2 0 13 65 13 0 
Martin, Dertick, SF. 2 0 12 80 9 0 
Buller, Jerry, Al, 2 0 10 50 9 0 
Ulmer, MIKE, Phil, nnn? 0 10 50 5 0 
Smith, Phil, Rams oe Oi PEPE OS i 

KICKOFF RETURNS 


0, Drew Hill, Los Angeles (1981) 
,345 Buster Rhymes, Minnesota (1985) 
Longest: 106 yards 
A\ Carmichael, Green Bay (1956) 
Roy Green, St. Louis (1979) 
TDs: 4, Travis Williams, Green Bay (1967) 
4, Cecil Turner, Chicago (1970) 


NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
275 


Stamps, Sylvester, AU 24 660 27, 7 4 
Gentry, Dennis, Chi, 25 621 248 = 88} 
Rouson, Lee, Giants 2 497 226 490 
Lee, Gary, DA, wnisonmonnd2 719 225 50 0 
Guggemos, Neal, Mint. 9 808 22.4 42 0 
‘Sikahema, Vai, St. 761 224 50 0 
Clack, Darryl, Dall. 635 219 «48 «0 
‘Brown, Ron, Rams 581215 «195 1 
Fullwood, Brent, GB. ... 510 213 46 0 
Gray, Mel, N.0. 636 21.2 0 430 
Emery, Larry, All, 440 21.0 66 0 
Futrell, Bobby, 7B. 609 196 «8640 0 
McAdoo, Derrick, Stl. 444193 30 0 
Griffin, Keith, Wash, 478 19.1 540 
Sanders, Thomas, Chi,.......20 849 175 42 0 
Morse, Bobby, Phil. iisn.24 386 16:1 8 0 
NON-QUALIFIERS (5 or more) 

Rodgers, Del, S.F. A? 358 21.1 50 0 
Cribbs, Joe, S.F. 827 252 0921 
Verdin, Clarence, Wast 244 203 38 (0 
Sydney, Harry, SF. 243-203 30-0 
Carter, Cris, Phil. 241 20.1 330 
Martin, Kelvin, Dall. 237 198 = 38 0 
Wooltolk, Butch, Det 219 199 44 0 
Hilliard, Dalton, N.0. 248 248 = 74 0 
Bess, Rufus, Minn, 169 169 «33 (0 
Settle, John, Ad, 158 158 822 0 
Cook, Kelly, GB. 147 147-380 
Bradley, Danny, Det 188 209 27 (0 
Adams, George, Glar 166 184 «27 0 
Tiumalu, Casey, Rams 158 198 8625 «0 
‘Nelson, Darrin, Minn, 164 234 42 0 
Edwards, Kelvin, Dall 7 155 224 32 0 
Bowman, Kevin, Phil onon? 153 219 32 0 
Walls, Herkie, 1B. . 6 136 227 39 0 
Tyrell Tim, RAMS srsnnvB 116 193 30 0 
Ingram, Mark, Giants .....06 114 190 25 0 
‘Adams, David, Dall 6 113 188 27 0 
Lavette, Robert, OallPhil...6 109 182 22 0 
Hall, AlViN, Deh ss sinnne6 105 175 25 0 
Mortis, Lee, 6.8, 1041738 Oo 
Williams, Alonzo, Rams .....5 114 228 47 0 
Monroe, Carl, SF... S 8 182 24 0 
Oliver, Darryl, Atl 5 9 180 28 0 
Cooper, Evan, Phil, 5 8 172 24 0 
Smith, Jef, 7.8. 5 84 168 21 0 
Womack, Jett, Minn, 7 64 2 0 


t=Touchdown 


PLAY FANTASY FOOTBALL - 
TOWINI!! 


Now jn our third year. ALL PRO has the 
publications and services that will give you 
the Winning Edge! 


* A Yearbook with the stats (based on last 
year's “real” games), facts, & tips tailored 
to the Fantasy Football Fan. 

* A Preseason Update that will keep you 
current with all 28 NFL teams. 

* A Weekly Newsletter that will let you 
know what's really happening in the 
NFL 

* A Phone Network that will put you in 
touch with informed FFL fans across 
the county. 

* Morel Morel Morel More! 

Playing Fantasy Football is half the fun - 
Winning is the other halfl 


/mw) 


For a free brochure, call at any hour: 
Toll Free: 1-800-662-3668 
(In CA 1-818-782-7752) 
ALL PRO PUBLISHING 
15723 Vanowen St., Suite 145 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 


“Fantasy Football Freaks - 
Let your dreams come true! 
John Matuszak - “The Tooz” 


RECORDS 

Points: 155, Gino Cappelletti, Boston (1964) 
Touchdowns: 23, 0.J. Simpson, Buffalo (1975) 
Field goals: 34, Jim Turner, New York (1968) 


SCORING 


Extra points: 66, Uwe von Schamann, Miami (1984) 

1 OR OP TM xP PA FG FGA. SAF POINTS 
Cleveland... .nininnenansA? 16 ar 4 45, 47 21 Et 0 390 
Denver 45 18 24 3 44 45 a1 2 1 379 
Seaitle... sooner AB 13 31 2 44 46 7 2 0 37 
Miatfi..nrsnininnennna Al 16 29 2 44 47 12 16 0 362 
HOUStON si 38 12 24 2 37 38 26 32 1 345 
Jets, 39 7 18 4 38 38 20 26 1 334 
New England, 39 12 2 5 38 39 16 28 0 320 
RaAldES serene 13 19 3 34 35 19 30 0 301 
Indianapolis, 31 14 16 1 31 a 2 32 1 300 
Gincinnati ) B 7 0 28 30 5 32 1 285 
PitSbUIQH omni 11 13 7 31 31 2 29 1 285 
Kansas City. 30 7 7 6 30 30 21 2 0 273 
Buffalo, 33 9 a 3 32 33 12 20 2 270 
San Diego. 29 1 13 5 ar 23 16 28 2 253 


a 


KICKERS 

20 or more points XP XPA FG FGA PTS. TD TOR TOP TDM PTS 
Breech, Jim, Cin, 2 27 24 30 97 | Allen, Marcus, Raiders. Ee ey 
Biasucoi, Dean, ind... 24 24 24 27 96 | Anderson, Gary, $.. 6 2S eae 
Zondejas, Tony, Hou. 32 33 20 26 92 | Buller, Raymond, Sea § 0 5 0 30 
Karls, Rich, Den 137 37 18 25 91 | Duncan, Curtis, Hou. ¥5u 0) 2520ue 30 
‘Anderson, Gary, Pit 2 21 22 2? BF | Fryar, ving, NE. 5 0 5 0 30 
Johnson, Norm, Sea, 40 40 15 20 85 | Lotion, James, Aalders... um5 0 5 0 30 
Leahy, Pat, det... 31 31 18 22 85 | Reed, Andre, Buff 5 0 5 0 30 
Bahr, Chis, RAIELS onnnnnnne 27 2B 19 29 84 | Toon, Al Jets mbes 0) ss on20 830 
Lowery, Nick, K.C. 2 26 19 23 83 | Williams, Dokie, Raiders. SUD tS sO 30: 
Franklin, Tony, ME 37 38 15 26 82 | Bouza, Malt nd... ~4 0 4 0 24 
aeger, Jet, Clev snows G3 33.14 22-75. | Burkett, Chris, Buf 40 4 0 
ADbot, Vince, 5.0. 2 2B 13 2 61 

Norwood, Scot, Buf 31 31 10 15 Gt 

Reveiz, Fuad, Mia.. 2 30 9 Tt (55 

Tiffin, Van, T.B.-Mia.. iyi, 4) HARES 

Dietrich, John, Hou... Bie S ibe 6h 23 

Bahr, Mat, CV. inssnnnnnnn9 10 4 5 2 

Beecher, Willie, Mia. Be PAE nae 3) 

NON-KICKERS 

7 or more points TD TOR TOP TOM PIS 

Hector, Johnny, Jet. 1 1 0 0 66 

Byner, EaMest, CleV.oenmunn 10 8 2 0 60 

Warner, Curt, Sea. 8 2 0 © 

Bentley, Albert, IN... Obra at On Ibh 

Riddick, Robb, Bult BS) a0 5 

Duper, Mark, Mia 8 0 8 0 8 

Kinnebrew, Larry, Cin... 8 8 0 0 

Largent, Steve, Sea 8 0 8 0 4 

Carson, Carlos, K.C. eed Pe 

Clayton, Mark, Mia... 7 1ON Bh et eas: 

Johnson, Vance, Den 70 7 0 @ 

Slaughter, Webster, Clev 7-0 7 0 @ 

Stradtord, Troy, Mia TA 8, Ae gO) 1a?! 

Winder, Sammy, Den 7 6 1 0 @ 

Brennan, BFiaN, CIEV. anne 0 6 0 36 

Collins, Tony, ME piers) 308 M80 

Dickerson, Eric, Rams-Ind........6 6 0 0 36 

Givins, Emest, Hou. -6 0 6 0 3% 

Hill, Drew, HOU... 6 0 6 0 % 

Jackson, Bo, Raiders... 6 4 2 0 % 

James, Lionel, S.D. 6 12) Gina! 136 

Mack, Kevin, Cle. 6 5 4, .0) 98 

Turner, Daryl, Sea. “6 0 6 0 3% 
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Enay, John, Den... 
Harmon, Ronnie, But 
Lang, Gene, Den. 
Massie, Rick, Den 
Paige, Stephone, K.C. 
Wiliams, John L, Sea 
Aikens, Carl, Raiders. 
Brooks, Bill, Ind 
Brooks, James, Cn... 
Brown, Eddie, Cin 
Carter, Rodney, Pit, 
Dupard, Reggie, ME... 
Heard, Herman, K.C 
Jennings, Stanford, Cin. 
Jones, Cedric, NE 
Malone, Mark, Pitt 
Martin, Mike, Cin 
Mason, Larry, C 
Moon, Warren, Hou. 
Morgan, Stanley, NE 
Murray, Walter, Ind 
Okoye, Christian, K.C. 
Pollard, Frank, Pt 
Pruitt, James, Mia 
Rozier, Mike, HOW... 
Scott, Ronald, Mia 
Sewell, Steve, Den. 
Shuler, Mickey, Jes 
Starring, Stephen, WE. 
Tennell, Derek, Cle 
Williams, Jamie, Hou. 
Winslow, Kellen, $0, 
Abercrombie, Walter, Pt. 
‘Aston, Lyneal, Pitt 
Baty, Greg. NE 
Chandler, Wes, $.0. 


TO TOR TOP TDM 


ecocscoccosccosescscoesccccesesscoosceso 


panujuos 


AF statistics 


‘Th UR TLE TEM 81S. | ina SSE SH 

Chistensen, Todd, Raiders.......2 0 2 0 12 PASSING 
Davenport, Ron, Mi ‘21 4 0 12} RecorDs 

Dudek, Joe, Den. . 2 2 0 0 12 | Completions: 378, Dan Marino, Miami (1986) 

Ellis, Craig, Raiders 2° 2° pe a. Pde Touchdowns: 48, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 

Faaola, Nu, dels 2 2 0 0 12]  Yards:5,084, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 

FOULS, DIN. SDisonsonnnnnnn2 2 0 0 12 | Longest for TD: 99 yards, Jim Plunkett to Clif Branch, Los Angeles (1983) 

Grogan, Steve, WE... “2 2D Oy a2 ATT COMP PCT YDS AVG 1D PCTID LONG INT PCTINT RATING 
Hall, Delton Pit. 20 D2 2) Kosar, Bernie, lev 389 241 620 3083 780 22 57 Md 89 «23 (954 
Hedy, Bruce, Mie FOF 0) Marino, Dan, Mia... 0.2.2.2! 44d 263 592 3245 731-28 «5938 
Harper, Michael, Jets wo O 1 of 12) Ktiog, Dave, Sea.-,.. 204 178 605 2131 725 23 78 WS 16 51 876 
Hayes, Jonathan, KC. wo 0 2 0 2 | Kenney. Bil, KC... 1... 273 154 564 207 772 15 55 WB 9 33 (858 
fighsmihy Alonzo, Hou.......2 1% 0 12 | Wison, Mar Raids... 2668 «182 «871 20 7178 12 45 WT 8 30 846 
Holman, Rodney, Cin B02 0 12 | Kally, dim, But 419 250 597 2798 668 19 45 47 11 26 838 
Hunter, Eddie, Jes 2 0 2 0 12) Etyay, John, Den, osc M0224 546 3198 780 19 46 72 12 29 834 
sackson; Mark; Den, BO 2 0 WY Open, Ken,Jels 2.252. 5.1, 903 234 595 2605 686 13-335] 20SwB 
“ohinson, Dan, Mi. 2 0 2 0 12 | Trudeau, Jack, ind. 229 128 559 1587 693 6 26 55 6 26 754 
dotnson, Tramalne, Buf, 0 2 0 12 | Moon, Warren, Hou. . 368 184 50.0 2806 763 21 57 183 18 49 742 
Kaus, ri, Ci, rs 0 2 0 12 | Esiason, Boomer, Cin. 440 240 545 3321 755 16 36 IB! 19 «43 «734 
FRM, PRY, Cline? 0 2 9 WT fous DanSD.\...1....0.., 984 206 $86 2517 Bol 10 27 48 18 4) 700 
Krieg, Dave, Sea, 2 2 0 0 12 | Malone, Matt, Pit 336 156 464 1896 564 6 18 68 19 57 467 
ine, barn NE 2 0 2 0 12 |  NoN-GUALIFIERS (50 or more ater) 

ppt, Ronnie, NE. ws 0 0 2 12 | Ayan, Pat vets... 604 314 592 4 75 BS 2 38 B65 
Macey: Kec di 22 0 0 2 | Neuheisel, Rick, $.0. “8 0 oe a Poe aly Sven oes Tal chur BS 
McNeil, Gerald, Cie... -2 0 2 0 12 | Hogedoom, Gary, ind 168 99 589 1145 682 9 54 2 § 30 850 
Micho, Bobby, Den.... 2 0 2 0 1 | Grogan, Siow, NE.-........, Wt 93 578 1189 735 10 62 4 9 56 782 
Mueller amie, Buf. BF 0 0 2) Bona, stove, Pit... lA 8 HD ABB OSPR? 783 
Nate Ricky, Dan B02 0) Karcher, Ken, Den... 102 56 549 628 616 5 49 49 4 39 735 
Noble, ares fi 2 0. 2 0 12) Evans, Vince, Racers 8 39 470 630 759 «5 «60a? 4 48729 
Palmer, Paul, KC... 2 0 0 2 12] Eason, Tony, NE... 73 «42 532 453 573 «3 (38 «45 225724 
Fink Alen Hod ninmnnvnin 2 2 OO 12 | ens, Mat KC. «sc S732 561 315 553 «1 «(18 23118704 
Rolle, Bulch, Bul. 2 0 2 0 2)  famsey Tom WE .......... 134 71 530 898 670 6 45 4 6 45 704 
Scot, Wille WJ B01 12 Tease, Bret, Hou... 113 56 496 728 644 «327 Bt 40 
Shell, Donnie, Pit... 2 0 0 2 12 | Mackey, Kyle, Mia. 109 57 523 604 554 3 28 3 5 46 588 
Sohn, Kurt dels... ve 0 2 0 12 | diiger Rusty, Raiders 106 55 519 706 666 2 19 4 6 5? 558 
Stalonth Joh, Pit. v2 0 2 0 12 | Herrmann, Mark, $.0. 57 37 649 405 711 118k BBO 
Teal Jimmy Se. FoF Oe) Mathison Bruce, Sens... 76-36 a4 S01 85D «39? 
Te MIKE 08 orien 0 2 0 12 | Narle Davi, dts 68 35 «515 376 553 1 5 MY 459 B 
Neabess, Clatenes, Cl nnne2 0 2 0 12 1 Chistes, Jet lev... BBM MIO BI 1h] 
Neuhelso Rick SD. tt 00 #7 | Souter, Frank, KC. 55 268 473 «340 618 «820 00 3% 4 78 
SST Se es 

RECORDS A ws Hee PUNTING 
Gane: 380, Mares Allen, Los Angeles (1885) fiber 108 Bk Scarpt enror 067] 

Ds: ston (1979) ‘Average: 46.2 yards, Dave Lewis, Cincinnati (1970) 

19, Chuick Muncie; San Diego (1981) Longest: 98 yards, Steve O'Neal, New York (1969) 
‘ATT YARDS AVG LONG TD. NO YARDS LONG =AVG-«« TB. OBLKOPPRET RET YDS. N20. NETAVG 
Raiders . ” 475 2197 4.6 191 13 |  Mojsiejenko, Rall, S.0. 672875? D2 37 30215385 
Cincinnall , 53B 2164 40 5213 | Newsome, Hany, Pit, ..... 64 2678 57 418 13° 1 36 373 0=~CB HS 
Pittsburgh . cb 517 2144 4.151 11 Fulhage, Scott, Cin. a 82 2168 58 447 5 0 31 216 10 35.6 
Indianapolis . . f 497 2143 43 83.14 Horan, Mike, Den, . . (AG 1807 61 41d 5 be 22 106 W 33.1 
Seale... v1. 496 2023 41. 157 13 | Goodbur, Kelly, KC. ..... 59 24125 49S 3 403.13, 
Denver Reber 510 1970 39 2018 Talley, Stan, Raiders 56 2277 6340.7 § 1 28 207 13 34.6 
Houston : 486 1923 40 4112 | Gosset Jel, Clev-Hou, ... 44177785 MA 23 hk 88 
Bula. 465 1840 40 30 9 | Gamarilo, Rich, ME... 62 © 2489« 73, Ot Se OL re 
Kansas Gly ‘419° 1799 43 164 7 | Rodriguez, Ruben, Sea... 47 1880 «30S 2 te 7 40 
New England ves 5I8 4771 36 49.42 | Slat, Rotn, fads... 6) 24403? 3 38312309 
Cleveland vis MTA 1745 37 3516 | Johnson, Lee, Hou.-Clev.... 50 1969 68 «3944S 2% 29 8 38 
WES. cere 458 1671 36 9217 | Kid, Jofn, Bul... 64 249573907 % 1B 345 
Miami... vives 40B 1662 41 5116 | Jennings, Dave, Jets ...... 64 2444 «= 58 «-82—siswSCO 24 10012348 
San Diego... .... 396 1308 33 25 11 Pheer a renee 3 res , 0 Mee i BON 
Reggie, Mia... 

10 or more yards ATT YAROS AVG LONG. 1D fete Aa, NE PL  ) a 7 641 278 
Dickerson, Eric, Rams-ind,.. 283 1288 46 57 6 | Giaromaro, Ralph,Den. 18 «= 757~=S«ST CT 12 28 4 NT, 
Hanes Gxt Se $85 42 57 BT O'Connor, Tomves...... 18 602 a7 «3341 9 6 2289 
Rozier, Mike, Hou. $57 42 41 3 | Winslow, Geowe,Clev..... 18 616 45 342 2 Oo 6 Wha Ve AR: 
Allen, Marcus, Raiders 74 38 44 5 | Partridge, Rick Bul... 18 = 678 8 Sh) a 18 
Ainge, Seren TA 3B 19 6 | Prokop, Joe, $0 7 «65450 3851 6 a 1354 
Mac Kevin Clan, 735 37 25 | Bruno, dohn, Pit, -......016 619 «56 BT dt 10 2 5 304 
dackson, Eamest, Pit 696 39 39-1 | Gore, Stacy, Mia. 14 6 502,—«<‘“ia SHC 4 ia et 
Okaye, Chistian, KG... G60 42 43 3) Gamache, Vince, Raiders... 13 = «519««53 399 6 9 82 B6 
Bentley, Alert Ind... BH OT KiB BUR Mid sey ses ce 12 44 © 50 3871) 5 46 3) 1837 
Stator, Troy, Mia, G19 43 51 6 | Grit, Russel Sea... 11386 ST B10 7 7 1 29 
Minnebrew. Lary Cin.......145 $70 39 52 8 | Waters Dale Cle... 11 © -400«=« $8 «3841S es 2 30 
Panes ane SRE SS] ScabeyUaMSRCS NO re ar arr 10 4 390318 
Mell Freeman, sets Bah 30 fh |) cee meet vs ne A 

Willams dane gece 500 44 29 | | SSS 
‘Harmon, Ronnie, Butt. 485 42 21 2 

Collins, Tony, ME. . 474 32 «19 3 ATT YAROS AVG LONG TD ATT YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Heard, Herman, KC. 485 57 164 3 | Dupard, Reggie, NE ........94 318 34 49 3] Bynum, Carl Buf..........68 280 42 30 0 
Abercrombie, Wale, Pt... 423 459 3.7 128 2 | Jennings, Saniora, Ci, 70 314 45 18 1| Anderson, Gay,SD.........80 260 33 25 3 
Hector, Johnny, Jefs........111 435 39 2011 66 304 46 «29 4] Vick, Roger, Jets T 7 33 44 
Byner, Eanes, Cle. 1105 482 41 21 8 89 303-34 28 2| Taupu,Mosi, NE... 79 248 31 19 0 
Mueller, Jamie, Buf,........82 354 43 20 2 94 200 31 18 1] Banks, Chuck, /nd. ¥*S 50 245 49 35 0 
Adams, Curtis, $D......1...90 343-38 24 4 7% 289 39 34 11 Esiason, Boomer, Cin.......52 241 46 19 0 
452 
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penunuos 


& G; don't think there’s any way 

a fan can enter a basketball season 
without going through Street & Smiths 
Basketball thoroughly. % 


Bob Knight knows basketball. (Some people even think he is basketball.) So when the coach who led his team 
to a national championship in 1987 and also led our U.S.A. team to a gold medal in the 1984 Olympic Games 
says, ‘Street & Smith’s basketball publication is without any question or reservation far and away the absolute best 
there is’’—well, it makes our editors proud. 

Why not? After all, they put together “‘the bible.’ And over a million of the faithful (96% male) do read Street 
and Smith’s Basketball thoroughly. 

According to a recent reader survey, 99% read half or more of the book. And 71% say they refer to it 
frequently during the longest season of any major sport. 

What an incredibly efficient way to reach men—over and over again. 
And what men! Almost eight out of ten attended or were graduated from 
college. More than half are professional/managerial or own their own 
business. The median age is 32. The median household income is $37,200. 

If you’re ready to slam dunk your advertising message in the big leagues, 
you need Street & Smith’s Basketball. 

Call the Street & Smith’s Advertising Manager at 212-880-8698. 


For a winning season. 
Street & Smith’s Sports Group 


Copyright © by The Condé Nast Publications Inc. 


= gs 
Fantas cone AF Cstatistics 
S , 
For IBM & Compatibles $44.95 ‘ATT YARDS AVG LONG TD ATT YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Demo Disk available for $4.95 Jackson, Andrew, Hou. ......60 232 39 (6 1 | Driver, Stacey, Clev, . .9 31 34 16 0 
&y Sper Tin SO. c23. 7 2B 1 16 0 || Ke. ie dae a sea ea 
landies 4 Te Riddick, Robb, Buf... 69 221 37 25.5 illman, Spencer, 1 1 
les 4 to 16 Teams Mason, Lanty, Clev...... 207 37 22 2 | King, Bruce, Bu .......9 2B 81 BO 
Built in Schedule Johnson, Bil, Cin: 205 53 20 1 | Bono, Steve, Pill. ... 8 7 34 31 
7- i Logan, Mare, Gin... 203 55 51 1 | Eason, Tony,NE 3 % 83 13 0 
/-Sooring Options Seat Ronald. Ma. 199 42 24 3| Williams, Leonard, Buff.......9 25 28 9 0 
Injured Reserve Option Perrynan, Bob, WE. ........41 187 46 43 0 | Hawkins, Frank, Raiders. 4 = 24 «B07 O0 
Porter, Ricky, Bult... . 47 177 38 13 0 | Spencer, Todd, $.0. i ee a DL 
Print outs of: Mueller, Vance, Raiders 37 175 «47 35 1 | Cobble, Eric, Hou. 9 23 26 120 
* Franchises and Schedules LeBlanc, Michael, NE........49 170 35 42 4 Neen GE 9 Be 9 g 
° KI ‘Malone, Mark, Pit. 34162: «48 «(2 3 irico, John, Jets i 
hibis ef Results ne Krieg, Dave, Sea. ..36 155 43 17 2 | Kosar, Borie, Clv. 18> 922 NS. 
. Palmer, Paul, KC... 24° 155 65 35 0 | Moore, Ricky, Hou. 7 2 31 0 
* Lists of Signed and Dudek, Joe, Den............35 184 44 16 2 | Blackledge, Todd, KC... 5 4 42 110 
Waived Players Parker, Robert, K.C,.........47 150 32 10 1 | Collier, Reggie, Pit. ard! F20ubb0) 72 16 
Computes: Pinkett, Allen, Hou. ... 31 149 4.8 22 2 | Nathan, Tony, Mia, 4 2 50 8 0 
pute Evans, Vince, Raiders <1 144 131 24 1 | Woods, Carl, ME. A 0 50 13 4 
* Points Hunter, Herman, Hou, 34-144 42 21 0 | Meehan, Greg, Cin, 4 19 48 17 0 
* Wins/Losses Willhite, Gerald, Den. 26 141 54 29 0 | Breen, Adrian, Cin 6 18 30 9 0 
* Point Totals for Active and Elis, Graig, alders.........98 198 42 14 2 | Jensen, Jim, Mia 4 18 45 90 
Reserve Players Stone, Owighl, Pit...........47 135 79 1 0 | Smith, Steve, Raiders 5 18 36 15 0 
= Kelly, dim, Bul 2 133 46 24 0 Bae Ba cit 2 7 8 90 
ast, eas’ fa input usii Bligen, Dennis, vals. 31128 41 15 1 | Haris, Leonard, Hou. 1 7 170 17 0 
Pulte ee Pp Windows Poole, Nathan, Den......,...28 126 45 15 1 | Holland, Jamie, $0. 1 7170 170 
enus 10) Manoa, Tim, Glev...........23 116 50 35 0 | Kelley, Miko, SD... 4 7 43 100 
Both 5'%4 and 3% Disks Available Davenport, Ron, Mia,........32 114 36 2? 4 HCE Set Coy gc ge i fa 70 
% Di Smith, Chris, KC......55...26 114 44 11 0 | Goodburn Kelly, 16 0 
clita Roath Se x Mornay Me 38 20 3 | Nonmen.A 2 80. 
Strachan, Steve, Raiders...,..28 108 39 20 0 J Pippens, Woodie, K.C. 3 16 53 11 0 
Cost of Demo Disk Applied to Purchase Mota EAA. caves SDL ING 8) 1 | Maha Bosse 5 18 30 10 0 
Bennett, Woody, Mia, 25 102 41 18 0. | Moore, Alvin, et 3 15 50 13.0 
aoa anew ee ee | meme SSS 
lace, Ray, Hou. 9 1 1 Patridge, Rick, Bul... a 
15466 LOS GATOS BLVO, STE 109-214 LOS GATOS, CA 95032 Mackey Kyle Mics cc,c17 98 SB. 47-2. | Slaning Sephon, ME > 13 BS q0b0 
(408) 371-5457 Everett, Majo, Clev. 34-95 «28 16 0 | Caner, Rodney, Pitt 5 2 24 40 
Horton, Ethan, Raiders 31-95 31 14 0 | Toten, Wille, Butt 2 i 09 70 
McCluskey, David, Cin 2 94 32 12 1 | Williams, Alphonso, $.0 1 110 11 0 
Wilson, Matc, Raiders MM Bd 18 0 | aes Crip We 4 0 25 50 
, senkins, Keyan, SD. .......22 88 40 9 0 | Roth, Pet, Mia, 3 33 90 
We'll bet you $19.95 Brown, Gordon, ind. ........19 85 45 M18 1 | Valentin, tra, Hou. “5 1020 40 
Sewell, Steve, Den 119 BY 44 17 2 
PIGSKin! vat help you analyze tho upcoming, pi eli CU Tae iy ae PASS RECEIVING 
action-packed pro football season better than any Middleton, Frank, 6.0. 28 «674 26 21 1 | RECORDS 
other data source. Wight Dana Cin... 4 74 31 10 0. | Receptions: 101, Charlie Hennigan, Houston (1964) 
; Moris Randall,Sea,. 2171-34190. ands: 1,746, Charlie Hennigan, Houston (1961) 
That’s Right!! weit! rofund the full Wonsley, George, Ind. ......18 71-39 12 1 | TOS: 18, Mark Clayton, Miami (1984) 
of this colorful, computer-generat- Walter, Dave, Cin, 18 70 44 16 0 | Sormore receptions NO. YARDS. AVG LONG TD 
to-read stats book if it doesn't give you Sanders, Chuck, Pitt ........11 65 59 14 1 | Toon, Al, Jets F 68 976 144 158 5 
the angle you need every weekend. O'Brien, Ken, dels... 16:30 BY 20 11 0 | Largent Steve, Sea... 2.5.58 912 157 55. B 
Rice, Dan, Cin 18 59 33° 8 0 | Reed, Andre, Bull... 57 752 132 40 5 
This 150+ page workbook contains all the infor- MoLemore, Chris, Ind........17 58 34 9 O | Burkett, Cri, Butt 56 765.137 47 4 
mation you need to predict how your favorite (or Bailey, Clarence, Mia 10 55 55 13 0 | Harmon, Ronnie, Bull... 56 477 85 42.2 
‘ot so favorite) team will perform this season in- Caldwell, Scott, Den. ........16 538 33 7 0. | Carson, Carlos, KC. .........55 1044 190 181 7 
cluding: Fryat, Wing, NE s..-......:9 52 58 16 0 | Givins,Emest, Hou.........83 933 176 183 6 
Morton, Michael, Sea,.......19 52 27 10 1 | Winslow, Kellen, SD. . 53 519 98 30 3 
1 10-yeor analysis and current trends Sarin, Matin, v9 52 27 10 1 | Byner, Earnest, Clov. .........52 552 106 a7 2 
ri sdaussheduadaktantt Harrison, Rob, Raiders 9 49 54 13-0 | Brooks, Bill, Ind. vo sS1 722-142 152 3 
achediiaand ample workspace, Lacy, Kenneth, K.C. +4 49 35 17 0. | Allon, Marcus, Ralders........51 410 80 39 0 
1117 variables (and over 100 variable combina- Koneony, Math, Mia, ........6 46 77 19 0 | Hill, row, Hou. ... 49 989 202 152 6 
tions) comparing every facet of the game: Tagliaen John, Mia. 1845 357 1 | Stradiord Troy, Mia. 48 457 95 34 4 
* Each teams’ strengths and weaknesses Hansen, Bruce, ME; 16 44 28 7 0 | Slaughter, Webster, Clev 47 808 17.1 154 7 
* Highlights of key indicators Bell, Ken, Den, v.18 43 33 11 0 | Christensen, Todd, Raiders, 47 683 141 33 2 
* Strengths of schedule ond ranking based on Davis, Elgin, NE ...........9 43 48 27 0. | Anderson, Gay, 6:0. <4? 508 107 38 2 
the last 10-years including 1987 results Faaola, Nou, Jets 14 43 31 18 2 | Clayton, Mark Mia... ........48 76 169 43 7 
* Flutie, Doug, ME............6 43 72 13 0 | Brown, Eddie, Cin. <4 608 138 «7 3 
O Graphic analyses of trends Shepherd, Johnny, Buft.......12 42 35 19 0 | Collins, Tony, ME... 44 347 79 293 
(Plus other intriguing facts and figures for hours Christensen, Jeff, Clev. ......11 41-37 18 0. | Paige, Stephone, KC. . 43 707 164 51 4 
of reading enjoyment Isom, Rickey, Miaivs.....0.9 41 46 B14 | Brennan, Brian, Clev..........43 607 141 153 6 
Neuheisel, Rick,S.0....,.....6 41 68 18 1 | Shuler, Mickey. dels... .....43 434 1041 82 3 
lane, Ec, Sea... 0..2.....43 40-347 0 | Johnson, Vance, Den. - 42 684 163 159 7 
Take our Bet!! Order Now! Grogan, Steve, ME... . 20 37 19 «8 2 | Bouza, Mat, Ind. 42 969 135 4d 4 
Burse, Tony, Sea 7 36 54 16 0. | Lotton, James, Raiders 41 B80 215 49.5 
Send Check or money order for $19.95 to: Calhoun, Rick, Raiders.....,..7 36 5.4 18 0 | dames, Lionel, S. a 593 145 46 3 
Sportsbook Publishing Company (SPC for short) Rodden, Bary, SD..........11 36 33 7 0 | Stallworth, John, Pit. ........41 521 127 45 2 
78 Echo Run Fontenot, Herman, Clev.......15 33 22 14 0. | Morgan, Sianley, ME «M0 672 168 45 3 
Suite 101 argent, Steve, Sea,.........2 33 165 21 0 | Chandler,Wes, SD, .........39 G17 158 27 2 
Irvine, CA 92714 Pease, Brent Hou...........15 33 22 B 1 | Williams, John. Sea .-38 420 1145 3 
Seurer, Frank, A.C. .........,9 38 37 11 0 | Jennings, Stanford. Cin... 35 277 79 24 2 
We'll even refund your $0.25 stamp if you're not Pafros, Rick; Sea. 2.18 32 25 7 4 I Bentley Albert, ind. . M447 131172 2 
completely satisfied. 
J 
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Newsome, Ozzie, Clev 35 10 5 0 
Duper, Mark, Mia 33 597 181 159 8 
Buller, Raymond, Sea. 33 465 141 40 5 
Hector, Johnny, Jets 32 249 78 27 0 
Mack, Kevin, Clev 32 23 70 171 
Nattel, Ricky, Den. ciel 630 203 54 2 
Collinsworth, Cris, Cin. .31 494 15953 0 
Fryar, ving, NE. 31 467 151 40 5 
Kay, Clarence, Den. * 31 440 142 300 
Holman, Rodney, Cin. 28 438 156 161 2 
Hardy, Bruce, Mia, 28 292 104 31 2 
Motzelaars, Pete, Bul -2 290 104 34 0 
Beach, Pa, Ind... 2 239 85 16 0 
Davenport, Ron, Mia... . a 29 92 29:1 
Rozier, Mike, HOU... a 192 71 270 
dackson, Mark, Den. ti 26 436 168 52 2 
Pruit, James, Mia 2.128 404-155 37 3 
Jensen, Jim, Mia............26 22) 85 201 
ones, Cedric, NE. 2 388 155 29 3 
Micho, Bobby, Den, 2 «242 97 126 2 
McNeil, Feeman,Jets........24 262 109 57 1 
Abercrombie, Walter, Pil......24 209 87 24 0 
Okoye, Christian, K.C. 24 169-70 22:0 
McGee, Tim, Cin. 23 408.177 49:1 
Sohn, Kurt, Jets 2 261 113 31 2 
Hampton, Lorenzo, Mia, 23 223 97 240 
Brooks, James, Cin, . . 2 272 124 6 2 
Williams, Dokie, Raiders 21 330 157 335 
Hayes, Jonathan, K.C........ 21 272 130 33 2 
Martin, Mike, Cin, 20 304 197 154 3 
‘Murray, Walter, Ind, 20 6339 170 «43:3 
Langhorne, Reggie, Clev. 20 288 144 25 1 
Holohan, Pete, 5.D. 2 239120 180 
Skansi, Paul, Sed... . 19 207 109 25 1 
Harper, Michael, Jets... 18 225 125 85 1 
Kattus, Eric, Cin. «18 217 121 57 2 
Dickerson, Eric, Rams-ind,..,..18 171 95 280 
Thompson, Weegie, Plt ......17 313 184 63 1 
Starring, Stephen, ME... .....17 289 17.0 34 3 
Warner, Cutt, Sea.......--...17 167 98 130 2 
Lang, Gene, Den, WW 130 76 2 2 
Spencer, Tim, SD... 7 123 72 180 
Mobley, Orson, Den. oe 16 228143 2B 1 
‘Sweeney, Calvin, Pitt... 16 217 136 «34 0 
Carter, Rodney, Pitt. 16 180 11.3 26 3 
Jackson, Bo, Raiders.........16 136 85 23 2 
Johnson, Trumaine, Bufl,......18 185 124 126 2 
Holman, Scott, Jets. . «15 155 103 30 0 
Tatupu, Mosi, N.E- svonse 15 136 PF 28.0 
Riddick, Robb, Buf 115 6 64 7 3 
Femandez, Mervyn, Raiders ....14 236 169 47 0 
Teal, Jimmy, Sea, 0.0.14 198 14.4 47 2 
Tummer, Daryl, Sea. ..........14 183 10.9 120 6 
Klever, Rocky, Jets. . 14 «182 109 30 0 
Heard, Herman, K.C. 14 (118 84 «15 0 
Tice, Mike, Sea... 14 106 7.6 27 2 
Pollard, Frank, Pit self 7755 170 
Winder, Sammy, Den. 4 74:53 13:1 
Massie, ick, Den, ..........13 244 188 139 4 
Clinkscales, Joey, Pitt........13 240 185 57 1 
Duncan, Cuttis, Hou, ........13 287 182 48'S 
Sewell, Steve, Den. 13 209 161 72 1 
Williams, Jamie, Hou. .. 13 158 122 2% 3 
Vick, Roger, Jets... .. .. 18 108 83 230 
Williams, Alphonso, S.D..-....12 247 206 57 1 
Kemp, Perry, Clev. . 112 224 187 34 2 
Lee, Darel, Pit, ........-..12 124 103 24 0 
Tagliaferri, John, Mia, 112 17 98 FF 0 
Dawson, Lin. WE .........-12 81 68 140 
Watson, Steve, Den. Ni 167 152 49 1 
Williams, Oliver, Hou. . 11 165 15.0 136 1 
Lipps. Louis, Pt. soenwetl 164.149 27 0 
Linne, Latty, NEjegoes- ee. 11 158 144 30 2 
Weathers, Clarence, Clev.......11 153 139 B7 2 
Drewrey, Willie, Hou..........11 148 135 35 0 
‘Mueller, Vance, Raiders.......11 95 86 140 
Bligen, Dennis, Jefs,.........11 81 74 19.0 
Harris, Leonard, Hou. 10 164164 39 0 
Marshall, Henry, KC. ........10 126 126 19 0 
Noble, James, Ind, ...-......10 78 7.8 HB 2 
Nathan, Tony, Mia, .....-....10 77 77 14:0 

continued 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


NO. YARDS AVG LONG TD 
4 


“As a sports czar, I need 
to focus my athletic 
prowess on building 
a dynamite team... 


and let a computer 
handle the details.” 


Fantasy sports — the exciting new craze sweeping \ 
the nation — makes you the owner, manager, coach of 
an all-star major league team. You form a league with 

up to 15 friends, co-workers or clubmembers. Then you 
draft, buy, sell and trade talent . . . pick the starters and win 
based on the performance of real players. That's the fun part. 


But, up till now, the tough part has been organizing stats and 
issuing the weekly reports you need to apply your superior 
sports insights and humble your friends. 

Now, COMPUTERIZED FANTASY SPORTS makes it 
all fun! If you, or anyone in the league, has access toa 
PC? it’s a slam-dunk. Everything is complete in the 
Computerized Fantasy Sports Package — easy-to-use 
software on a disk, easy-to-read manual, step-by-step 
instructions, and rosters of players for your football draft. 


Built-in flexibility lets you make your league as simple or sophisticated as you like. 
Computer produced reports eliminate errors and replace unsightly arguments 
with awards for your administrative ingenuity. 


Order now! (If you own the package, you can demand they make you 
commissioner of the league.) 


With Visa or MasterCard, Call Toll-Free 1-800-537-9228 


3 Or clip the coupon and mail to: 
POTATO LEAGUE SPORTS 
Dept. SS, 4569 Mission Gorge Place, Suite B, San Diego, CA 92120 ¢ (619) 282-8186 
Enclosed please find check or money order for: 
1 $89.95 for Couch Coach Sports Package. 
(Covering all team sports — football, basketball, hockey, baseball, ete.) 
» © $49.95 for Couch Coach Football Package. 
(Postage ts included. California residents add 6% sales tax.) 


Name. 

Address. 

City. State. Zip. 

Disk Size: 05%" 0 3%" EV and M.-2 are egiteredademars eneraal anes ahs Cpraton 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


Why is SSS Football the Best Game Around? 
... The Best Prizes—including SUPER BOWL 
and PRO BOWL TRIPS! 
The Only TOLL FREE HOTLINE 
-All Trades and Free Agents are FREE 


...Four Years Experience—Money Back Guarantee 


DRAFT AND COACH YOUR OWN PRO FOOTBALL TEAM 
“TEAM UP WITH THE BEST” Call NOW for FREE brochure 
1-800-TEAM-SSS (in MA: 1-617-932-8580) 


Simucatep Sports Services 
54 Cummings Park @ Suite 336 ¢ Woburn, MA 01801 


AF Cstatistics 


NO YARDS AVG LONG 7D 
Bemstine, Rod, $.D. v0 76 76 15 1 
Boyer, Mark, ind. 10 «73 73 «15:0 
dackson, Andrew, Hou. ...,...10 44 44 16 0 
Moriarty, Larry, KC. ....2....10 37 37 B41 
‘Walker, Wesley, Jets. 9 190 211 591 
Brown, Marc, Buff 9 120133 30 1 
Gaines, Sheldon, Bu, 9 115.128 37 0 
Kinnebrew, Larry, Cin. 9 114 127 25 0 
Tennell, Derek, Clev. . 9 102 11.3 24 3 
Douglas, Leland, Mi. 9 92102 174 
Sherwin, Ti Be 9 86 96 321 
Boddie, at 9 8 94 260 
MeKelle, Keith, Bi 9 80 89 220 
Porter, Ricky, Buft. 9 70 78 26 0 
Banks, Chuck, Ind. 9 50 56 180 
Willhite, Gerald, Den. . . 9 2 28 60 
Pardridge, Curt, Sea. 8 145 181 47 1 
Aikens, Carl, Raiders 8 134 168 132 3 
‘MeNeil, Gerald, lev. . 8 120 150 139 2 
Keel, Mark, Sea.~K.C. 8 97 121 1241 
Jones, Rod, K.C... . 8 76 95 161 
Sampleton, Lawrence, 8 64 80 190 
Middleton, Frank, $.D, 8 43 54 170 
Everett, Major, Clev. 8 41 51 100 
Jenkins, Keyvan, 8 40 50 70 
Lockett, Charles, 7 116 166 25 4 
Chavis, Eddie, Mia 7 108 154 27 0 
Hoge, Merril, Pitt 7 97139 27 1 
Juma, Kevin, Sea, 7 95 136 26 0 
Jetfires, Haywood, Hou. 7 89127 230 
Holt, Harry, SD... 7 56 80 170 
Jackson, Earnest, Pitt. 7 82 74 230 
Redden, Barry, $.0. ceT 46 66 13 0 
Parker, Robert, K.C. 7 44 63 140 
Dudek, Joe, Den, 7 4 59 190 
Wallace, Ray, Hou. 7 3 49 70 
Holland, Jamie, $.D, 6 138 230 45 0 
‘Swanson, Shane, Den. 6 67 145 851 
Lewis, David, Mia. 6 53 88 221 
Hunter, Stan, Jets’... 6 50 83 121 
Rome, Tag, 5.0. 6 49 82 130 
Konecny, Mark, Mia. . 6 2% 43 100 
Sartin, Martin, $.D. 6 19 32 80 
Walters, Joey, Hou. . § 99198 510 
Lathan, Greg, Raiders... . 5 98196 33 0 
Broughton, Walter, Buff, 5 90 180 39 1 
Moffett, Tim, S.D. . 5 80160 24 
Reilly, Dameon, Mia . 5 70 140 200 
Bellini, Mark, ind. 5 69138 19 0 
Brown, Eri, K.C. 5 69 138 23 0 
Hillary, Ira, Cin... § 65 130 230 
Gehring, Mark, Hou. 5 64 128 1311 
Wonsley, George, ind, 5 48 96 160 
Montagne, Dave, K.C. 5 4 94 160 
Coffman, Paul, K.C. § 42 84 113 1 
Ellis, Craig, Raiders... 5 39 78 150 
Brandes, John, Ind... 5 3 70 130 
Scott, Willie, ALE, 5 300 151 
Mason, Larry, Clev. 5 2 52 151 


= 
INTERCEPTIONS 
RECORDS 


Number: 13, Lester Hayes, Oakland (1980) 
Yards: 349, Charlie McNeil, San Diego (1961) 
Longest return: 103 yards, 
Vencie Glenn San Diego (1987) 
TDs: 4, Ken Houston, Houston (1971) 
4, Jim Kearney, Kansas City (1972) 


2 or more NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Prior, Mike, Ind. . 6 57 95 380 
Kelso, Mark, Bull. 6 2 42 20 
Bostio, Keith, Hou. . 6 44-23 70 
Woodrutf, Dwayne, Pit. . 5 91182 13341 
Smith, Billy Ray, S.D. 5 2 56 120 
Glenn, Venci, $.D. 4 166 415 103 4 
Wright, Felix, Cie vee 4 162 380 68 1 
Harden, Mile, Den. .2.......4 85 213 32.0 
Bryant, Domingo, Hou. 4 75 188 29.0 
Marion, Fred, WE. 4 53133 25 0 
Easley, Ken, Sea ved AT NB 220 
Mcciray, Vann, Raiders . 4 41 103 85 41 
Minnfield, Frank, Clev.........4 24 60 27 0 
Donaldson, Jel, Hou. .........4 16 40 90 
Clark, Kevin, Den 3 105 350 50 0 
Lippett, Ronnie, NE... 3 103 343 M5 2 
156 


NO YAROS AVG LONG 7D. 
Robinson, Eugene, Sea. 
Matthews, Clay, Ciev. 
Cherry, Deron, K.C. 


Jackson, Robert, Cin. 49163 29 
Toran, Stacey, Raiders 48 16.0 148 
Jenkins, Mel, Sea. 46153 34 
Lanklord, Paul, Mia. 44147 44 
Ross, Kevin, K.C. 40 133 40 
Haynes, Mark, Den. 39 130 25 
Fulcher, David, Cin. 30 100 28 
Hall, Delton, Pitt. 29°97 (5 
Howard, Carl, Jets. 2 97 2 
Lilly, Tony, Den, 2 97 fh 
Hamilton, Harry, Jets: 25 83 2 
Miano, Rich, Jets... 4 80 2 
Mecklenburg, Karl, Den. 23 77 16 
Everett, Thomas, Pill. 22.73 21 
Pitts, Ron, Bulf ‘ 19 63 12 
Blackwood, Glenn, Mia. st Ap 
Hinkle, Bryan, Pitt 5 50 8 


Robbins, Randy, Den. 9 30 9 
Ryan, Jim, Den. ore 223: 5: 
Dixon, Hanford, Clev. Eine 
Tullis, Willie, /nd. 000 0 
Robinson, Freddie, Ind. 86 430 68 
Hunley, Ricky, Den, 64 320 152 
Glaze, Ctiarles, Sea. & 53. 26: 

Gowdy, Cornell, Pitt. .. 50 25.0 145 
Breeden, Louis, Cin. 49245 44 


Brown, Steve, HOU... 
Radachowsky, George, Jets 


Lyles, Robert, Hou. ase 4221.0 27 
Robinson, Mark, K.C. . 4221.0 25 
Daniel, Eugene, Ind. . 34170 34 
Jones, Bryant, Ind. 26 130 23 
Merriweather, Mike, Pit, 26 130 15 
Rockins, Chris, Cle... 25 125 15 


RR RRR RRR RRNA R RUN ER NNR AIA Wo bo & bs wo U9 bo & U2 Oo bo bo bo Wo 2 OW bo to bo Oo Ws bo 
a 


Clayborn, Raymond, W. 24120 24 
Smith, Dennis, Den. 1105 15 
Gibson, Emest, NE 7 85 17 
Harper, Mark, Clev. 16 80 16 
Randle, Tate, Mia. 16 80 11 
Burroughs, Derick, Buf, N55 14 
Hooper, Trell, Mia. 1 55 11 
Judson, William, Mia 1 55 10 
Haynes, Mike, Raiders Gea 7 
Hobley, Litfor, Mia (eee 1 
Radecio, Scoll, Buff. . 420 4 
Bowmnan, Jim, NE gets 28 
Griffin, Lary, Pit Z 10 2 
‘Smith, Daryl, Cin 000 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Number: 55, Bruce Harper, New York (1978, 1979) 


55, David Turner, Cincinnati (1979) 
Yards: 1,317 Bobby Jancik, Houston (1963) 
Longest: 106 yards 
Noland Smith, Kansas City (1967) 

TDs: 3, Ray Clayborn, New England (1977) 

NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Palmer, Paul, K.C 38 923 243 105 2 
Bentley, Albert, In. 22 500 227 45 0 
Mueller, Vance, Raiders .......27 588 218 46 0 
Holland, Jamie, .0. . 19 410 216 46 0 
Edmonds, Bobby Joe, Sea,....27 964 209 43. 0 
Stone, Dwight, Pitt. -..28 568 203 34 0 
‘Anderson, Gary, S.D. 2 43197 310 
Duncan, Curtis, Hou. 28 545 195 62 0 
Starring, Stephen, ME........28 445 193 43 0 
Bussey, Bamey, Cin, . 2% 406 193 34 0 
NON-GUALIPIERS(¢ ne) 
Young, Glen, Cv; ...-......18 412 229 44 0 
Humphery, Bobby, Jes .......18 357 198 47 0 
Pinkett Allen, Hou...........17 322 189 300 
Hampton, Lorenzo, Mi 16 304 190 320 
Bell, Ken, Den. cv I5 923-215 42 0 
McBee, Tim, Cin. ...........18 242 161 24.0 
Stradiord, Troy, Mia.........44 258 184 32.0 
Wiliams, Dokie, Raiders ......14 221 168 27.0 
Woodson, Rod, Pitt .........13 290 223 36.0 
Wright, Dana, Cin... 13 266 205 300 
Townsell, JoJo, vels . 272 247 600 
McNeil, Gerald, Cev..........11 205 186 33.0 
Tasker, Sieve, Bul so 197 179 390 


NO YARDS AVG LONG 1D 


Hollis, David, Sea. 10 263 263 41 0 
Daniel, Kenny, Ind. «10 25 25 20 
‘Wright, Terry, Ind... . .10 187 18.7 «27 0 
‘Swanson, Shane, Den. 9 234 260 50 0 
Calhoun, Rick, Raiders | 9 217 241 500 
‘Schwedes, Scott, Mia. 9 17197 40 
Mortis, Randall, Sea. 9 149 166 200 
Fontenot, Herman, Clev. 9 130 144 240 
Porter, Ricky, Bull 8 219 74 400 
is. 8 180225 470 
», Hot 8 136 170 270 
Hunter, Eddie, Jats 8B 123 154 270 
Riddick, Robb, Buff... . 7 151 216 31 0 
Johnson, Vance, Den... .. 7 140 200 34 0 
McFadden, Thad, Buff... 7 421173 «260 
Fryar, Irving, NE. Pa 6 119198 310 
Sanchez, Lupe, Pitt. 6 116 193 27 0 
Moriarty, Lamry, K.C. 6 102 170 240 
Johnson, Kelley, fad... 6 98 163 280 
Teal, Jimmy, Sea. . 6 % 158 230 
Davis, Elgin, NE. 5 134 268 43 0 
Wyatt, Kevin, K.C. 5 121 242 290 
Sartin, Martin, S.D. 5 17 B34 20 
Robinson, Mark, K. 5 97 194 250 
Klever, Rocky, Jets . 5 85 170 290 
‘Mueller, Jamie, Buff. . 5 74148 «200 
Hardy, Bruce, Mia. 5 62124 180 
PUNT RETURNS 

RECORDS 


Number: 62, Fulton Walker, Los Angeles (1985) 


Yards: 692, Fulton Walker, Los Angeles (1985) 
Longest for TD: 97 yards, Greg Pruitt, 
Los Angeles (1983) 

NO FC YAROS AVG LONG 1D 
Edmonds, Bobby Joe, Sea.20 4 251 126 40 0 
James, Lionel, $.D. 32.7 «(400125 «(81 1 
Townsell, Jolo, Jels ...32 11 381 11.9 tt 
McNeil, Gerald, Clev....34 9 386 114 40 0 
Martin, Mike, Cin......28 § 277 99 2 0 
Clemons, Michael, KC..19 4 162 85 44 0 
Schwedes, Scott, Mia...24 6 203 85 31 0 
Johnson, Kenny, Hou...24 5 196 82 26 0 
Woods, Chris, Raiders. .26 4 189 73 34 0 
Pitts, Ron, Buff. . 2312 «14 65 19 0 
Brooks, Bill, Ind. 2.9 «136 62 «17 0 
NON-QUALIFIERS (2 or more) 

Clark, Kevin, Den......18 1 233 129° tH 1 
Fryar, ving, NE. .....18 12 174 97 360 
Woodson, Rod, Pitt. ...16 1 135 84 200 
Nattiel, Ricky, Den. ....12 1 73 61 140 
Wilson, Troy, Clev.....10 3 101 101 17 0 
Williams, Aiphonso,S.0.10 1 9% 96 250 
Swanson, Shane, Den....9 1 132 1447 330 
Caterbone, Michael, Mia..9 4 7% 87 «6210 
Johnson, Kelley, Ind.....9 2 42 47 120 
Fields, Jitter, KC.......8 3 161 201 165 1 
‘Calhoun, Rick, Raiders...8 4 2 115 (65 1 
McFadden, Thad, Buff,...8 3 83 104 «©6230 
Duncan, Curtis, Hou.....8 2 23 29 90 
Lipps, Louis, Pitt, ite 4. 4 66 120 
Anderson, Mel, Pitt De 38 54 «6100 
Teal, Jimmy, Sea, 6 4 38 63 «13:0 
Hollis, David, Sea. webs 0 % 55 190 
Adams, Stefon, Raiders ..5 2 39 78 120 
Linne,lany,NE-.....5 2 2 44 160 
Brown, Kenneth, Gin.....5 3. 16 32 «#4100 
Harper, Michael, Jefs....4 1 9 233 «(178 1 
Tullis, Willie, Ind. . 41 27 68 100 

He 2, 2.55 110 

AA 02 55 80 

as 12.40 60 

oa. 5.0 
Fellows, Ron, thio 2 0 19°95 180 
Walters, Joey, Hou. 26 19 95° 42:0 
Harkey, Lance, Raiders...2 0 7 85 90 
Harden, Mike, Den. 0 55 70 
Smith, Reggie, Jels.....2 0 Dash A70 
Brown, Bud, Mia. Dee, 3 8 40 80 
Foster, Derrick, Jets. 2 0 8 40 40 
i ce M0) 6 30 40 

2.0 B25 50 

pe 8. 4 20 40 

BS At 315 50 

4 = Touchdown 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


_ When you really get itall together. 


STS. 


© 1988 88 TCo, 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


Also available 
in Box an 
1005 Soft Pack. 


